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PREFACE 


T a Time, when Infidelity and Irreligion abound 
on the one Hand, and Popery and other heretical 
Tenets are making large Strides upon the Reformed 
Religion on the other; it hath becn thought neceflary, by 
many ferious Perfons, of all the Proteftant Denominations 
among us, to oppofe a Torrent of Wickednefs and Delu- 
fion, which threatens to bear down all before it, The 
Judgements of GOD, which fcem to hang over us as a 
Nation, and the dreadful Scourge of War, with which we 
arealready vifited, may juftly be imputed to the prevailing 
Iniquity of the ‘Times, the Diffolutencfs of our public 
Principles and Manners, and the open Iifregard for the 
Lorp oF Hosts, which fo many among us, in Praétice 
if not in Words, have dared to avow. We have reafon 
to tremble as a Nation, under the awful Vifitations of the 
ALMicHTY; and to fear, that, unlefs a Reformation of our 
general Conduét take place, and a greater Regard be paid 
to the Interefts of Religion and Truth, we fhall be affi@- 
ed with yet heavier Difpenfations, and that what we fee 
already, is only the Beginning of Sorrows, 


* With this View it hath been fuggefted, that (as nothing 
makes ftronger Impreffions upon the Mind than Example) 
a Review of the Lives and Principles of the mo% eminent 
Perfons in the Proteftant Chv-iches, from the Bezinning 
of the Reformation to the prefent Day, might be re 
dential Means of affifting, at leaft, in giving : Chi 1 
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this general Inundation of Infidelity and falfe Opinions. 
‘The attentive Perufal and Confiderstion of what thofe 
great and good Men maintained, fuffered for, or died in 
Poffeffion of; may, in the Hand of GOD, be ¢ inftrumen- 
tal in leading others to follow their Example, Tred at lealt 
deter many from reviling and contemning thofe peculiar 
Principles of the Proteftant Doétrine, which their Indo- 
Jence or their Ignorance have not fuffered them to under~ 
ftand. It may fafely be faid, that nothing has contributed 
fo much to the Reception of impious or fuperftitious Te- 
nets among us, as the fpiritual Darknefs of our prefent 
anlightened Age, which indeed has made great Improve- 
ments in the Knowledge of every Thing but one~and 
that is, the One Thing Needful. Our Youth are trained up, 
according to the Fafhion, in the Ignorance and Contempt 
of every Thing facred; and no Man is allowed either Senfe 
or Difcretion, unlefs he is quite at Eafe with refpedt to 
Religion, and indifferent to the great Concerns of Eter- 
nity. In fhort, to be polite, in the common Acceptation, 
is to be profane; and to gain a Character of Underftand- 
ing and Honor, a Man mutt affect to defpife the cons 
fcientious Purity of the Gofpel, and openly difregard the 
Avuruor of all Wifdom. What can be hoped for from 
Maxims like thefe; but what we have already found; viz. 
Frreligion on the one Side, and fpiritual Error on the other? 
And thefe, we may expect, will draw upon us (as they 
did upon the Churches of A/a) the dreadful Scourges of 
GOD, by exword Calamities, and in the Progrefs of 
inward Blindnefs or Abandonment, 


Every Man, therefore, who has any Concern for the 
Glory of GOD, the Purity of the Gofpel, and the beft 
Interefts of Pofierity, will readily (we thould hope) give 
his earneft Encouragement to a Work, which fecms cal« 
culated for thefe important Purpofes, as well as his own 
Eiification. Is is a Fasuzy-Boox, and may be put 
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into the Hands of Youth, both for their Information asa 
Hiftory, and for their Profit as'‘an Inftredéter.. Mr. Fox's 
dts and Monument: were ordered by Authority to be placed 
in every Church, that the People of the feveral Parithes 
in the Kingdom, might be led, to a therough Deteftation 
of the poifonous Principles and bloody Praétices of the 
Papifts. ’Tis to be regretted, that this Order, like many 
others, is grown obfolete. Perhaps, in no Cafe, is the 
Difule of wholefome InjunGions more to be lamented, 
than in the unbridled Liberty, which is taken in the Edu 
cation of our Youth. People, of the worft Principles, 
may, without Examination, inculcate them freely upon 
the rifing Generation ; And thus, infidioufly, Popery, In- 
fidelity, and Immorality, are {cattered all over the Land, 
However, it cannot be unfeafonable for Parents, in parti- 
cular, to lay a Work of this Kind before their Children, 
when the Tenets of Reme, dangerous to all civil and reli« 
gious Liberty, feem to be gaining Ground among us. 
‘Thofe, indeed, are the moft ignerant of the Community, 
who are infected or moft likely to be infected by that cor- 
rupt Leaven; for, it may be truly faid, no Man was ever 
feduced into its erroneous Principles, either by the Con- 
vidtion of his Reafon or his Senfes, and much lefs by the 
Sandtions of Scripture. And we muft do the Papifts the 
Juftice to fay, that they do not attempt this Sort of Con~ 
vidion. Their Arguments and Inducements are laid in 
the Fears of the Simple, who know ncither the true Doc- 
trines of Chriftianity nor themfelves, and in their own 
felf-fufficient, or rather all-fufficient, Authority; which, if 
it was properly explained, would fooner excite the Con- 
fempt and Abhorrence, than the Approbation of any rea~ 
fonable Being, 


As to the Work itfelf, we have freely made ufe of the 
feveral Authors who penned the Lives of thefe illuftrious 
Men; omitting what was cither too prolix for our Plan, 

or 
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ex what, upon Comparifon with other Accounts, did not 
appear fufficiently founded; and adding many Circum- 
flances, which had efcaped them or have fince been col- 
JeGed by others. By this Method, we may, without 
Vanity, hope, that thefe Relations are in general more 
complete than thofe which have been hitherto offered to 
the Public. In the feveral Accounts of thefe evangelical 
‘Men, the great Obje& of our Plan has been the general 
Edification, as well as Information; and, for this End; 
the Reader will find many ferious Reflections interfperfed 
throughout the Work. How farwe have fucceeded, muft 
be fubmitted to the Judgement of the Reader; whom, if 9 
fincere Chriftian, we ‘hall truft to pleafe; and, if others 
wife, we ought not to be anxious about it, 


‘We will only detain the Reader to affure him, that no 
bigotted Partiality to Sects or Denominations, whether 
eftablifhed or tolerated, will be found in this Collection; 
but our whole Attention has been paid to truly great and 
gracious Charaéters of all thofe Perfuafions, which hold the 
diftingnithing Principles of the Gofpel, and are united in 
the main Endeavor to promote our common Chriftianity. 

os 

The Copper-plates are the Performance of an ingeni- 
ous young Artift, and fufficiently befpeak his Merit. 
‘The Encouragers of this Undertaking will perceive, that 
this Part of the Work has been performed in a Manner 
much fuperior to what is generally given; and, we doubt 
not, it will be fully agreeable to their Expectation. 


May the GOD of all Grace be pleafed to blefs our 
Attempt; to the Inftruétion of the. Ignorant and them that 
are aut of the Way; to the Edification of humble Profef- 
fors of the Gofpel; and to the Satisfaction of all thofe, 
whatever be their outward Denomination, who Jove our 
Lonp Jesus Curis in Sincerity, : , 
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LETTERS 
OF 
RECOMMENDATION 


Received from the following Divinzs. 


Dean SIR, 

I Have peroted the firft Volume of your Brocraruta Evanartica 

with great Pleafure, and admire both che Plen and Execution 
thereof. May the great Head of the Charch blefs this Underuaking, 
fo highly feafonable az this critical Perio! ; when the glorious Dottrines 
of the Reformation (in Defence whereof many of thote illulirivus 
Worthies laid down their Lives) are too generally denied on the one 
Hand ; and the Errors of Popery are evidently gaining Ground on 
the other! This Publication therefore, 1 doubt not, wil) be bleifed to 
the Glory of our Goo and Saviour, and to the Eltublithment of 
His People in the fandamental Truths of the Gofpel : and 1 truft you 
will meet with the utmoft Encouragement from Believers of eve 
Denomination.» For my own Part, I thall be happy to recommend it 
as far as my little Influence may be fuppofed to extend. Your en- 
Tiching this valuable Work with fo many excellent Plates renders it 
one of the cheapeft Publications 1 have feen, aud mutt be a preat 
Recommendation of it tothe Public. Praying therefore for a Bleiting 
on this and every Labour of Love for the Rap szmgn’s Sake, I remain, 
with great Efteem and Regard, 








Dear Sir, 
Dec. 2, 1779. Atthe Countefs of Your affectionate Fricnd, 
Huxtincpox’s Houle, J. WILLS 
Spa-Fields, London, 
Rev. SIR, 


S you have been fo obliging as to folicit me to pive my Opinion 
A of a Work which you are now publifhing, { am happy to 
affare you that it gives me great Pleafure to find that a Thing of this 
‘Nature is undertaken. The Plan, you have adopted, has often paffed 
through my own Mind ; and I have myfelf purpofed to artempr, what 
1 hope you will be encouraged to fri. 

You may be apprebenfive, and a little fearful perhaps, that the 
Biogaapata Kvaxcexica will not meet with general Acceptance : 
you will at leaft have the Honoor of having defigned a Work which, if I 
miftake not, is original in its Way, avd which, if properly regarded, 
is calculated to be of extenfrve and Jaftiag Benefit to Mankind, 

Hiftory is certainly rbe Key of Kaowiedge : and biographical Hiftory 
has this peculiar Advantage, that it contains the Knowledge of 
Men and Things at the fame Time: and evangelical Biography ii 
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this ftill greater Advantage, thatit unites the stile dyke, and conveys 
ot only the mof entertaining, but the mof important Science, I 
mean, the Wi/dem that maketh wife to Salvation: without which all 
other Wifdom is at the beft comparative Folly. 

You have my hearty With, that valuable Publication may 
meet with the Succefs it deferves, that ic may be inflrumental in 
oppofing the fatal Increafe of Popery in this Kingdom, and in 
moting that Zea} for our Religion, which has always diftinguithed 
the moi eminent Proveftants of every Denomination, 


Tam, Rev. Sir, 
Your’s moft refpectfally, 
Lower Grofvenor-Place. Cc. DE COKTLOGON, 


Dear SIR, 

HE Rerosmarion of this Kingdom, from the Superftition, 

Idolatry and Cruelty of the Church of Rome, is fuch a 
national Blefling, as thould excite our conftant Praifes to ther Gon 
by whe we polfefs it. The Memory, alio, of thofe illuftrious Men, 
who were the Inftraments of bringing about and maintaining it, 
fhould not be forgotten by us. Brocraruia EvanGa.ica 
feems calculated to anfwer thefe valaable Ends, The Prints, tikewife, 
are fo well executed, chat they much enhance the Value of the Work, 
Tas sey bo mace and pod read is the fincere Defire of, 


Watling Street, Your's, &c. 
Nov. 26th, 1779. HEN. FOSTER, 





To rue Rev, ERASMUS MIDDLETON, 
th Eee 1g cell 
lave with Pleafure and Profit, your very lent 
J Brocearnre Evaveaticn: ‘The Plan adopred, I moft highly 
approve of, but efpecially the jult, impartial, and faithful Account 
ye have given us of thofe great ta grt Luminaries of the 
Church, die Blefed Raronmura; precious Names and Cha- 
mabey oe noe valuable to all ho love iekergrit Jasus 
ARIST, for the no! ‘eftimony > ALVIN ing, to 
the Truth of the ever bleffed and fash Word of Gov.—la ay 
like this, when the precious and invaluable Word of Gop is fo 
flighted and defpifed, it is moh heartily to be withed, that your very 
excellent Publication might be attentively read, by every Lover of 
‘Trath, asa Work, highly calculated, to infrud, fetdle, and eftab- 
Tith, every uoprejudiced and impartial Reader.—That you may meet 
with every Encouragement in fo laudable an Undertaking, and behold 
with Pleafure, Gratitude, and Joy, many happy and bieffed EffeQs 
‘refulting from it, is the earneft Prayer of, 
‘Your very affeiionate Friend, 
Northampton Chapel, Wu. TAYLOR. 
Dec. 20, 1779. 
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EITHER the Ascher or Engraver need the Recommendation 
N of their Admirer, 
Britifh Mufeum, A GIFFORD. 
Nov. 6th, 1779. 


Rev. SIR, 
Have read the firft Volume of the Broonapara Evanonttca, 
and fincerely with it may meet with Succes, as it is a Work 
calculated to 





which feems 2 confiderable Degree of profitable 
Entertainment, 
Hackney, JOHN CONDER. 


Sept. 26th, 1779. 





BV. AND ngar SIR, 
Have looked into your valuable Work, intitled, Brocrarnta 
Evawoztica; [ highly efteem it, as it contains what may indeed 

be called a Prssswe Taurus ; as it exbibits what the Grace of Gop 

can do, and has aétually done for the Souls of Men, who have felt 
its Power on their Hearts. 

‘The extenfive Nature of your Plan alfo exhibits to our View, that 
the Grace and Favour of Gop is not confined to the party Names and 
Diftin@ions that have divided Chriftiens from one another in thefe 
latter Days; but extends to all of every Denomination who love the 
Loxn Jzsus, who believe in his Name, and walk according to his 
Gofpel ; and this may, and fhould, encourage all of the fame Stamp 
to be Followers of them who through Faith and Patience do now 
sa nero yoay Work particolarly that holds forth to our Vis 

at ar Wor! ly that holds to our View, 
the Sufering aha Paticace of the eminent Minifters and Chriftians 
who fifferedf from and under the Synagogue of Satan at Rome, de- 
ferves particular Regard, at a Time when the Wound the Beaft 
received at the Rerorwatrorn feems to be, as it were, healing among 
ws. May the Lory in Mercy deliver us from ever falling under chat 
heavy Yoke any more. If yon think this honeft and well meant 

Teftimony can be of any Service to your Work, you are at Liberty 

to make what Ufe of it you pleafe, and I am, 

Your affetionate Brother, in the Work and Bonds of the Gofpel, 


Braintree, in Effex, THOMAS DAVIDSON. 
Dec, 25 1779. 

HE Lives of illuftrious Men have been read with Greedinels 

and Attention in all Ages, whether in the Pagan, the Jewith, 

or the Chriftian World. The Lives of the famous Grecks and Ro- 

mans, written by the judicious and excellent Platarch, is a Work of 

fach Importance and Ufe, that we may truly affirm with a learned 

Man, ** If it were propofed to deftroy all the literary Works of the 

Pagan World, except one, Platarch’s Lives fhould be preferved aa 
the moft pleating, infructive and ufeful.” N 
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Now if we fet fach 2 Value on the Lives of the Pagan Philofopheri, 
Statefmen and Warriors, how much more fhould we prize tie Fitory 
ef the Generals and Commanders in the Chriftian Church : thofe 
greatett Heroes that have lived fince the Reformation from Popery : 
and whofe Lives, Labours, and Characters, are here faithfolly ree 
corded: and if we purfue Plutarch’s Manner of running a Paralled 
between the Charaéter of one Man and another, and compare 
the Chriftian with the Pa feroes, we fhall find the Advanta; 
mof abundantly on the Chriftian Side. Where can we find in he 
Heathen World, any Charaéters that can equal Wickliffe, Tindale, 
Luther, and Calvin, with a long Series more here enumerated, 

In the brighteft Pagans you fee Traces of Genius, Policy, Forti- 
tude, Juftice, and the Love of their Country: but all flowing from 
the Principles of Natnre, and attuated by a violent Ambition or Love 
of Fame; but in the Chriftian Heroes exhibited in this Work, you 
fee heavenly Wifdom, ardent Love of Gon, Faith in the Blood of 
Cunist, Zeal for the Divine Glory; invincible Fortitude to dare 
even the moft dreadful Forms of Death ; flrong Compatiion for im- 
mortal Souls ; yea, and what is ftill higher, a Love of their biccereft 
Enemies, and fervent Prayers for them in the Agonies of Death, 
‘Who would not efteem aod venerate foch exalted Charadters ? Who 
would not read with Avidity and Delight the Lives, the Virtues, and 
the glorious Martyrdom of many of thefe great Men? 

low feafonable and ufeful at this fingular Point of Time is fach 
a Work! Ido therefore ‘moft cordially exprefs my Approbation of 
the Defign and Execution of it, and heartily recommend it to my 
Friends and fellow Proteftants of all Denominations. 


Northampton, JOHN RYLAND. 
Nov. zif, #779. 


To tras PRINTER 
SIR, 

AVENG long withed to fee the Lives of all eminently holy 

Men from the Dawn of the Reformation to the prefent Time, 
collected in one Bock, I was y to find my With about to be 
accomplifhed in the Publication of the Biograpbia Evangelica, Such 
a Work is peculiarly feafonable at this alarming Crifis, and will 
(through the Bleffing of Gon) prove an effectuai Antidote apainit 
Popery, as well as the Means of reviving that Spirit for.the Things 
of Cugrst, which, alas! is now f% languid among Chriftians of all 
Denominations, It is my fincere Defire the Work may be generally 
read, and my earneft Prayer that it may fully aniwer che nd of the 
pious Author. lam, 








sir, 
Great Portland Street, Your moft obedient Servant, 
Now. 24) 1779. JOHN TROTTER, 


Fon an Orginal ee Be Colleton fb Gade fio! 





Biographia Evangelica, 


JOHN WICKLIFFE, 
THE FIRST REFORMER. 


HEN we look back upon the days of barbarifm, 
and the grofs ignorance of the true light of the 


; gofpel, which prevailed in the Chriftian world, 
for fo many ages together, before the Reformation ; when 
‘we refle& upon the ftupid ceremonies and abominable 
kaa and cheats, practifed by the monks and 
others; and then furvey the hand of GOD, working, in 
a moft extraordinary manner, through all this mafs of 
corruption and folly, and bringing about, by degtecs, the 
clear fhining of the everlafting gofpel: We muft ftand 
aftonithed at the whole, and, from the wonderful con- 
traft of the times, may fay This bath GOD wrought ; it 
is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

GOD vouchfafed to honor England with the fir 
dawning of the Reformation: And an Englifoman was the 
firft champion of that caufe, which afterwards received 
the name of Protestantism, This remarkable inftru- 
ment of the divine bleffing was Joun WickuivFe, or 
Joun de Wicxirre, taking his firname from a village 
once called Wickliffe, near Richmond, in Yorkfire, where 
he was born in the year 1324. It has been obferved, 
that no fuch place exifts at prefent under that name; but 
itis well known, that great numbers of our villages, and 
even towns and hundreds, have received different deno- 
iminations from change of pofleffors in the courfe of ages. 
Wickliffe was fent early to Oxford, and was firft admitted 
commoner of Qyern’s College, and afterwards of Merton, 
where he became fellow. 

e Merton 
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Merton College was then the deft feminary for great 
and learned men in the whole univerfity; and the fol- 
lowing eminent perfons belonged to it, about this time. 
1. Walter Burley, calted the Plain Doétor, who was pre- 
ceptor to king Edward Ill. 2. William Occam, cabied the 
Singular Doétor. di Thomas Bradwardine, the Profound 
Deétor, who was called to court by archbifhop Stratford, 
and fucceeded him in the fee of Canterbury. 4. Simon 
Mepham, archbifbop of Canterbury, in 1330. §. Siman 
Tip, who was alfo promoted to the famc fee, in 1349, 
was lord privy feal, and fecretary to the king. 6. Wil- 
liam Reds, an excellent mathematician, sad bifhop of 
Chichgfter ink 1369. 7. Geoffry Chaucer, the Father of 
Englifh Poetry. Wie Hig was afterwards called Doéfor 
Evangelicus, or the Golpel Doétor ; and he certainly de- 
ferved the title, as the fludy of the holy feriptures was 
his principal delight. He was indeed (to ufe the words 
of bifhop een “defervedly famous, the honour of his 
* own, and the admiration of all fucceeding times.’ 

Wickliffe was {oon diftinguithed, among thefc illuf- 
trious contemporaries, for the clofenefs of his application 
to ftudy, and the vivacity of his genius. He became 
celebrated in philofophy and divinity; being fo remark- 
able for an elegancy of wit, and ftrength in difputations, 
that he was iteemed more than human by the common 
fort of divines. He adorned the Icarning of the {chools, 
by acquiring a deep knowledge of the civil and canon 
Jaw, as alfo of the ‘municipal laws of his own country, 
which have been always too much neglected till our 
own times, when we fod the Vinerian profefforfhip of 
the laws of England eftablithed in the univerfity of Ox- 
ford, Wickliffe not only ftudied and commented upon 
the facred writings; but he tranflated them into bis na- 
tive language, and wrote homilies on feveral parts of 
them. He alfo diligently ftudied the writings of St. 
Auftin, St. Ferom, St. Ambroft, and St. Gregory, the 
four fathers of the Latin church: But he was thirty-fix 
years of age before he had a proper opportunity of ex- 
erting his excellent talents, fo as to attract the obferva- 
tion of the univerfity, and even of the whole kingdom ; 
for it was in the year 1360 when he became the advo- 
cate for the univerfity againft the encroachments made 
by the mendicant friars, who had been very troublefome 
from their firft eftablifhment in Oxjard, in 1230, and 
occafioned great inguictude to the chanccHlor and oe 
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lars, by infringing their ftatutes and privileges, and fet- 
ting up an excmpt jurifdiction. 

Popery was eftablithed in Englaad by fu/lin the mouk, 
and continued to be the only religion ull the Rifor- 
mation. The church of Reme had infected all Chriften- 
dom with its errors and corruptions ; and the whole church 
was degencrated from its primitive purity by the artifices 
of the monks, who had polluted the clear ftream of reli- 
gion with the rank weeds of fuperftition. 

The clergy had engrofled the greatett part both of the 
riches and power of Chrijlendom: But the corruptions of 
their worthip and doétrine were eafily detected ; nor had 
they any varnith to color them by, except the authority 
and traditions of the church. When fome ttudious men 
began to read the antient fathers, and councils, they found 
a vaft diffcrence between the firit five ages of the Chrittian 
church, in whick piety and learning prevailed, and the 
faft ten ages, in which ignorance had buried all their 
former learning: Only a tittle mifguided devotion was 
retained for fix of thoic ages; and, in the laft four, the 
reftlefs ambition and ufurpation of the popes were fup- 
ported by the fecming holineis of the begging friars, and 
the falfe counterfeits of learning, confifting only of a vile 
metaphyfical jargon, or vain tchool-divinity, which pru= 
vailed among the canonifts, fechool-men, and cafuitts, 

It may be noted, that foon after and about the year 
1300, flourifhed feveral able and pious men, who boldly 
withftood the errors of the church of Keme, and the in- 
folence of its popes. Of thefe, perhaps, none was more 
remarkable than Alorfiius of Padua, who wrote his De~ 
fenfor Pacis for the emperor Lewis, of Bavaria, againft 
pope ‘Folm XXII. and who is execrated by name in the 
bull of pope Gregory againt Wiebliffe. He vehemently 
oppofed the enormities of the court of Rome, and main- 
tained, that believers are freely juftified by crace ulone, 
and that works are wot the.eficient caufes of our talye- 
tion, though jufbfication and falvation are ever attended 
with them. He and others paved the way for our preat 
countrymen, who fun afterwards appeared and diltin« 

withed himfelf above them. 

Wickliffe was indved the morning-ftar of the Refarma- 
tion; though he appeared like 4 Meteor to the monks, 
when he oppofed them in fupport of the univerfity, ‘The 
number of ftudents there had been thirty thoufand ; but, 
in 13575 they were fo far decrcaied that tho whole was 
not above fix thoufand. This was entirely owing to the 
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bad pradtices of the preaching friars, who took all ap~ 
portunities to entice the ftudents, from the colleges, into 
their convents; which made people afraid of fendin, 
their children to the univerfity, The friars difregard 
the determination of the  Faslicrocat in 1366, whereby it 
was enacted, that they Id receive no fcholar under 
the age of eighteen; and that the king fhould have power 
to redrefs al] controverfies between them and the uni- 
verfity. Wickliffe foon diftinguithed himfelf by his bold 
and zealous oppofition againft the ufurpations and errors 
of the friars, who juftified their begging trade, by affere- 
ing, that the poverty of Cbrif, and his apoftles, mado 
them poffefs all things in common, and beg for a livcli- 
hood. This opinion was firft oppofed by Richard Kil- 
myngton, dean of St, Paul's; who was feconded by Richard 
Fitz-Ralph, archbifhop of Armagh; after which, Wickliffe, 
Thorefby, Bolton, Hereford, Bryts, and Norris, openly op- 
ofed this dodtrine at Oxford, where they made the friars 
uth for their audacity. 

Wickliffe wrote with an elegance uncommon in that 
age, efpecially in the Engi languages of which he 
may be confidered as one of the frit refiners, and his 
writings afford many curious fpecimens of the old Englih 
orthography. In one of his traéts, entitled ¢* Of Clerks 
5¢ Pofleffioners,” be expofes the friars for drawing the youth 
of the univerfity into their convents, and fays, ‘ Freres 
S¢ drawen children fro Chips religion into their private 
© order by hypocrifie, gs, and fteling, For they 
‘© tellen that their order is more holy than any other ; 
* that they fhullen have higher-degree in the blifs of 
“ heayen than other men that been not therein; and 
 feyn, that men of their order fhullen never come to, 
“ hell, but fhullen dome other men with Chrif? at 
“© domefday.” . 

Wickliffe wrote and publithed feveral tracts again the 
beggary ‘of the friars; particularly *¢ Of the Poverty of 
 Chrift, againft able Beggary ;” and ‘* OF Idlenefs in 
* Beggary.” He afferts, that ‘* Chrift bad his apoftles 
‘ ant defciples that they fhould not bere a fachell, ne 
*¢ ferip; but look what man is able to hear the gofpel 
** and eat and drink therein, and pafs not thence, an 
“© not pals fro houf® to houfe.—Sith there were poor 
‘* men enough to taken mens alms before that freres 
** camen in, and the earth is now more barren than it was, 
*¢ other freres, or poor men, moten wanten of this ins 
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4¢ but freres, by fubtle hypocrific, gotten to themfelves, 
€ and letten the poor men to have thefe alms.” 

He difputed with a friar, on able beggary, before the 
duke of Glouceffer, to whom he fent an account of both their 
arguments, and addrefled his highnefs in thefe words ; 
To you lord, that herde the ui utafion be geve the 
4 fyle to rubbe away the ruft in either partye.” 

hefe controverfies gave Wickliffz fuch great reputation 
in the univerfity, that, in 1361, he was advanced to be 
matter of Baliol College; and four ycars after he was made 
warden of Canterbury-ball, founded by Simon de ifip, 
archbithop of Canterbury, in 1361, and now fwallowed up 
in Chrif-churth. The royal licence granted to the arch- 
bithop, for founding the college, is dated the twentieth of 
Oétober, 1361 and only mentions * a certain number of 
4 fcholars,’ religious and fecular, There were to be 2 
warden and elevcn fcholars, who were to ftudy logic, the 
civil and canon law; for whofe maintenance the arch- 
bithop fettled on them the rectory of Pageham in Suffex, 
and the manor of Wodeford in Northamptonfhire. He pur- 
chafed fome old houfes in the parith of St. Mary’s in 
Oxford, and fitted them up for the reception of his fcho~ 
lars, whom he placed there himfelf, and appointed Aenry 
de Wodeball, 6: Woodball, to be the warden, This man 
was a monk of Chrift-church, Canterbury, and duSor of 
divinity: But he was at fuch a variance with the fecular 
{cholars, that the archbifhop, in 1365 turned him, and 
three monks, out of his new-founded Hal/, in whofe room 
he appointed Wickliffe to be warden, and three other fe- 
culars te be fcholars. It was afterwards pretended, that 
the warden, and three of the fcholars, wese to be monks 
of Chrift-church, Canterbury, and the other eight, fecular 
priefts; though this limitation could not be proved from 
the writings relating to the foundation. 

The letters of inititution, whereby the archbifhop ap- 
pointed Wickliffe to this wardenthip, were dated the four. 
teenth of December, 1365; in which he is ftyled ‘a perfon 
* in whofe fidelity, circumfpe@tion, and induftry, his 
* grace very much confided; and one on whom he had 
‘ Bred his eyes for that place, on account of the ho- 
* nefty of his life, his laudable converfation, and know- 
* ledge of letters.’ 

sckliffe behaved with univerfal approbation, till the 
death of the srchbifhop, who had a great efteem for 
him. His grace died the twenty-fifth of April, 1366, 
and was (ucceeded in the archiepifcopal dignity by Simon 
2 Langham, 
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Langham, bithop of El, who had been a monk, and was 
inclined to favor the religious againft the feculars. 
The monks of Canterbury applied to Langham to eject 
Wickliffe from his wasdenthip, and the other feculars 
from their fellowfhips. They alledged, that the war~ 
den was to be a monk, nominated by the prior and chap- 
ter of Canterbury, and appointed by the archbifhop: But 
that Wickliffe craftily obtained the wardenthip. Arche 
bithop Langham ejeGed Wickliffe from the wardenthip, and 
the three other feculars, in 13675 in confequence of 
which, he alfo iflued out his mandate, requiring [Vick- 
diffe and all the fcholars to yield obcdience to /Vadehall 
as their warden, This.was refuted by them, as being 
contrary to the oath they had taken to the founder; but 
the archbifhop fequeftercd the reyenue, and toak away 
the books and other things, which the founder by his 
Jaft will had left to the Hal}, 

Wickliffe, and the three expelled fellows, appealed to 
the pope; to which appeal the archbithop made a reply, 
and the pope commiffioned cardinal Andruynxs to examine 
and determine the affair; who, jn 1370, ordained, by a 
definitive fentence, which was confirmed by the pope, 
that only the monks of Chrifi-church, Canterbury, ought 
to remain in the college called Canterbury-hall, and that 
the feculars fhould be all expelled; that Vedeball and the 
other monks, who were deprived, fhould be reftored; and 
that perpetual filence fhould be impofed on Wickliffe and 
hisaffociates, Wickliffe, and three poor clerks, could not 
oppofe fuch a powerful combination, and the decree was 
ftriétly put in execution, purfuant to the papal bull, 
dated at Viterbium, the twenty-eighth of May, 1370, dir 
reEted to Simon de Sudbury, bifhop of London, and others, 
who were to reftore Wodehall and the monks, and to com- 
pel all thofe who contradicted them by ecclefiattical cene 
fures, without permitting any appeal. 

In this arbitrary manner Wickliffe was difpoffefled of 
the wardenthip of Canterbury-hall, which had been cone 
ferred on him by the founder, whofe munificent inten- 
tions were fruftrated by the papal fentence, which was 
direétly contrary to the form of the licence of Afortmain 
that empowered the founder to endow his feminary for a 
certain number of fcholars, religious and fecular, whe 
now, by this papal fentencc, were to be all religious. 
It was, therefore, a queftion in law, whether the Half 
and endowment were not forfeited to the crown? But 
the monks, in 1372, procured the royal pardon, and cony 
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fiemation of the papal fentence, on paying 120¢ marks, 
which was equivalent to 890 pounds of our money. 
While the difpute was carried on about the right to 
Canterbary-ball, king Edward had notice from pope Urban, 
that he intended to cite hin to his court at fuignom, to 
antwer for his default in not performing the homage which 
king Fokn acknowledved to the fec of Reme; and for re- 
fufing to pay the tribute of 709 marks a year, wnich that 
prince granted to the pope. The king laid this before 
his parliament, in 1366; who were determined to affilt 
him with all their power againft fuch arbitrary attempts 
from the pope. The firmnefs of the parliament caufed 
the pope to itop fhort, and prevented his fucceflors from 
ever after troubling the kings of England on that account. 
However, one of the monks ventured tu defend che claim 
made by the pope; to which icklife replicd, and proved, 
that the refiznation of the crown, and promife of a tribute 
made by king John, ought not to prejudice the kingdom, 
or oblige the prefent kinz, as it was done without confent 
of parliament. No wonder, then, thar Wickliffe fhould 
incur the refentment of the pops, who was impatient of 
contradi@tion, and could not bear any oppofition to his 
pretenfions: But Wickliffe thereby made himfelf known 
to the court, and particularly to the duke of Lancafler, 
who took him under his patronage, At this time /Vici- 
iffe ftiled himlelf pecutiaris regts clericus, or the king’s 
own clerk or chaplain: But he profefled himfelf an obe- 
dient fon of th: Reman church, toavoid the perfonal in- 
joy intended him by his adveriarics. 
lowever, this deprivation was no injury to the repu- 
tation which Wickliffe had acquired. Every body faw it 
was a party bufinefs; and that it was not fo much againft 
his perfon that the monks had a prejudice, 2a againit all 
the feculars that were members of the college. Shortly 
after, Wickliffe was prcfented, by the favor of the duke 
of samtery to the living of Lutterworth, in the diocefe 
of Lincoln; and then it was that he publifhed, in his 
writings and fermons, certain opinions which appeared to 
be novel, becaufe contrary to the received doétcine of thofe 
days. As he did nat declare his fentiments till after he 
had loft his re@torfhip, his enemies have taken oceafien, 
from thence, to accufe him of acting out of a fpirit of 
revenge, by reafon of the injury that had been done hin, 
® ¥ thall not, fays Rapin, undertake toclear him from this 
“ charge. As chere is none but God alone that fees into 
© the hearts of men, it is rafaneis to accuf: or excute 
> « chun, 
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* them, with 'd to the facred motives of their a@tioié. 
* Thal only take notice, that Wicéliffe’s bittereft enemies 
« have never taxed him with any immoralities.” 

Wickliffe was turned out of his reorfhip by the court 
of Rome; and a mah muft be poffeffed of a very difin- 
terefted way of thinking, not torefent fuch ufage; efpe~ 
cially as Wickliffe was irreproachable in his motals: The 
{pirit of the times was no little encouragement to his re- 
fentment. ‘ I muft however,’ fays Mr. Guthrie, ‘ do 
© Wickliffe the justice, which has not been done him befores 
® of obferving, that he feems to have maintained his re- 
* forming opinions even before he was turned out of his 
* redtorfhip.” This is to his honor, and removes one 
of the frongeft objections againft the motives of Wick- 
Uiff’’s Reformation, as we have it from an author unfa+ 
vorable to his memory. This opinion is alfo farther 
confirmed by the ingenious Mr. Gilpin. 

But Wickliffe began more early to attempt the Reforma: 
tion of thofe diforders and corruptions which he faw in 
men of his own profeffion; and particularly the exactions 
and ufurpations of the pope. This is evident from hit 
trad, “OF the laft Age of the Church,” which he pub- 
lithed in the year 1356, fourteen years before he loft the 
reétorthip. 

Wickliffe, in 1372, took his degree as dodtor of divinity, 
which he publichly profeffed, and read leétures in it with 
very great applaufe; for he had fuch authority in the 
{chools, that his opinion was received as an oracle, in- 
ftead of being difregarded after his ejc&ment. In thefe 
le@ures, he more ftrongly expofed the follies and fuper- 
ftitions of the friars: He charged them with holding fifty 
herefies and errors: He fhewed their corruptions, and de- 
tected their practices. This was ftriking at the root of 
all the abufes which had crept into the church; at atime, 
when the greater and more neceffary articles of faith, and 
all genuine and rational knowledge of religion, had gene- 
rally given place to fabulous legends, and romantic ftories 3 
fables which, in this refpeét, only differed from thofe of 
the antient heathen poets, that they were more incredible, 
and lefs elegant, 

‘The pope difregarded the ftatute of provifors, by ftill 
continuing to difpofe of ecclefiaftical benefices and dig- 
nities ashe thought fir. Thefe were enjoyed by Jtalians, 
Frenchmen, and other aliens, who had the revenues of 
them remitted abroad. The parliament frequently coms 
plained to the king and the pope of this intolerable griev- 
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znce, by reprefenting its fatal inconveniences to the 
ehurch, and pernicious confequences to the kingdom, 

"This oppreffion was fo infupportable, in 1373, that the 
king fent the bifhop of Banger, and three other ambafla- 
dors, to the pope, to require of him that he would not 
interfere with the refervation of benefices: But this em- 
bafly was ineffectual; for though the pope entered into a 
concordate about that matter, it was only 2 temporal con- 
ceffion; and the parliament renewed their reyuctt, that 
yemedy fhould be provided againft the provifions of the 
pope, whereby he reaped the firit fruits of ccclefattical 
dignitics, It has always been the policy of the court of 
Rome to play faft and loofe with temporal princes in its 
tranfactions with them, waiting diligently for advanta~ 
geous feafons, and preffing them clofely whenever they 
occurred: But, when it met with dangerous oppofitions, it 
dextroufly waved the contc& without renouncing its claims, 
and temporized, and foothed, and flattered, and lay by, for 
# more convenient opportunity. 

The king, in 1374, iMfued out a commiffion for taking 
an exaét furvey of all the ecelefiattical dignitics and bene- 
fices, thraugnout his dominions, which were in the hands 
of aticas. “he number and value of them altonifhed the 
king, who then appointed feven ambafladors to treat with 
the pope upon the bufinefs of the former embafly. Doctor 
Wickliffe was the fecond perton mentioned in this com~ 
miffion; and the ambafladors were met at Bruges by the 
pope’s nuncio, two bifhops, and a provoft, to treat con~ 
cerning the libertics of the church of England. The 
treaty continued two years, when it was concluded, that 
the pope thould defift from making ufc of refervations of 
denefices. But a.. treaties with that corrupt court were 
of no fignification ; and the parliament, the very next year, 
complained the treaty was infracted. A long bill was 
brought into parliament againft the papal ufurpations, as 
the caufe of all the plagues, injuries, faminc, and poverty 
of the realm: They remonftrated that the tax paid to the 
pope amounted to five times as much as the tax paid to the 
king; and that God had given his theep to the pope to be 
paftured, not fleeced. Boétor Wickliffe was now made 
snore fenfible of the pride, avarice, ambition, and tyranny 
of the pope, whom he boldly expofed in his public lectures, 
and private conyerfation. He called him ‘* Antichrift, 
*© the proud worldly prieft of Rome, andthe moft curfed 
“ of clippers and purfe-kervers.” He alfo very freely 
Teproved the corruptions ma prevailed among the pr: 
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Jates and inferior clergy, obferving, « that the abomi- 
‘© nation of defolation had its beginning from a perverfe 
S© clergy, as comfort arofe from a converted clergy.” Of 
prelates, he fays, ‘* Oh Lord, what token of mekenefs, 
*¢ and forfaking of worldly riches is this? A prelate, as 
* an abbot or priour that is dead to the world, and pride 
© and vanity thercof, to ride with fourfcore horfe, with 
* harnefs of filver and gold: and to fpend with earls and 
“ barons, and their poor tenants, both thoufand marcs 
‘© and pounds, tomeyntene 2 falfe plea of the world, and 
** forbare men of their right.” But Micéliffe fufficiently 
experienced the hatred and perfecution of thofe, whom he 
endeavored to reform. ‘The monks complained to the pope 
that Wickliffe oppofed the papal powers, and defended 
the royal {upremacy, on which account, in 1376, they 
drew up nineteen articles againft him, extracted from his 
public lectures and fermons, ‘Theic articles were fent to 
the pope, and were principally as fellow : 

s© That therc is one only univerfal church, which is the 
* univerfity” [or entire number] ‘* of the predeftinate. 
*© Paul was never amember of the devil, although” [be- 
fore his converfion} ‘ he did certain aéts like unto the 
* adts of the church malignant. The reprobate are not 
“© parts of the” invifible} * church; for that no part 
“© of the fame finally falleth from her: becaufe the charity” 
[or grace] ‘* of predeftination, which bindeth the church 
s ther, never faiJeth.” 

‘Phe reprobate, although he be fometime in grace, 
** according to prefent juitice” [i. c. by a prefent appear- 
ance of outward righteoufnefs,] ‘* yet is he never a part 
“© of the holy church” [in reality :] ‘ and the predefti- 
*¢ nate is ever a member of the church, although fometime 
“© he fall from grace adventitid, but not from the grace of 
“ predeftination : cver taking the church for the convo- 
* catjon of the predeftinate, whether they be in grace or 
“© not, according to prefent juftice.” i. e. whether th 
be converted already, or yet remain to be fo, the predefti- 
nate, or elect, conftitute, as fuch, that invifible church, 
which God the Father hath chofen, and God the Son 
redeemed. 

“ The grace of predeftination is the band, wherewith 
S* the body of thechurch, and every.member of the fame, 
“© is indifolubly joined to Chrift their head.” 

se That the eucharift, after confecration, was not the 
“ real body of Chrift, but only an emblem or fign of it. 
‘* That the church of Rome was no more the head of the 

“ univerfat 
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univerfal church than any other church; and that St. 
Peter had no greater authority given him than the reft 
of the apoftles. That the pupe had no more jurifdic- 
tion in the exercife of the keys, than any other prieft, 
‘That if the church mifbchaved, it was not only lawful, 
but meritorious, to difpoflefs her of her temporalities, 
That when a prince, or temporal lord, was convinced 
that the church made an ill ufe of her endownrents, he 
was bound, under pain of damnation, to mke them 
away. That the gofpel was fuficient to dire& a Chrif- 
tian in the condud of his life. ‘Uhat neither the pope, 
nor any other prelate, ought to have prifons for the 
punihhing offenders againft the difcipline of the church; 
* but that every perfon ought to be left at his liberty in 
the conduct of his life.” 

‘This was oppofing the rights, which the popes had long 
afferted, of a fuperiority over temporal princes, and of 
depriving them of their kingdoms, whenever they thought 
proper. It was juftifying the regal, in oppofition to the 
papal, pretenfions of ‘an ccclcfiattical liberty, or an ex~ 
emption of the perfons of the clergy, and the gous of the 
church, from the civil powers. It wasdenying the power 
that the pope maintained of remitting, or retaining, the 
fins of individuals abfolutely : It was fhewing the abufe of 
ecclefiaftical cenfures, and rejecting the opinion of papal 
indulgences. 

Such are the tenets with which this famous reformer is 
charged: And it is rather wonderful that he fhould have 
the courage to proceed fo far, than extraordinary, that he 
did not go farther, confidering the prejudices of education, 
which the wifeft and beft of men, without a particular 
effort of divine grace, feldom or never fubduc, 

The followers of Wickliffe went greater lengths than he 
intended: But all the opinions which they have fathered 
upon the Wickliffites are not to be regarded; any more 
than the cenfures, which were afterwards thrown upon 
Luther for the fubfequent hetcrodoxies of che Lutherans, 
the Anabaptifts, and other feéts in Germany, which he 
oppofed himfelf while living, and to which his writings 
area ftanding contradiétion. + 

Wickliffe had opened the cyes of the people; and they 
began to think, the moment they could fee; to which they 
‘were the more incited by the example fct them by the duke 
of Lancaftler, and the lord Henry Percy, earl-roarfhal, who 
took Wickliffe under their patronageand protection. This 
alarmed the court of fees, and pope Grigny Bh fone 
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forth feveral bulls againft Wickliffe, all dated the twenty 
fecond of May, 1377. One was directed to Simon Sudburyy 
archbifhop of Canterbury, and William Courtney, bithop of 
Londen, whom he delegated to examine into the matter of 
thecomplaint. Another was difpatched to the king him- 
felf: Anda third tothe univerfity of Oxferd. In the firft 
bull, to the two prelates, he tells them, ‘ he was informed 
that Wickliffe had rathly procectled to that deteftable 
degree of madnefs, as not to be afraid to affert, and 
publicly preach, fiich propofitions, as were erroneous 
and falfe, contrary to the faith, and threatening to fub- 
vert and weaken the eftate of the whole church.’ He 
therefore required therh to caufe Wickliffe to be appre- 
hended and {mprifoned by his authority; and to get his 
confeffion concerning his propofitions and conclufions (of 
which they deemcd nineteen to be heretical) which they 
‘were to tranfmit to Rome; as alfo whatever he fhould fay, 
or write, by way of introduction or proof : But, if. A 
could not be apprehended, they were directed to publifh a 
citation for his perfonal appearance before the pope within 
three months, ‘The pope requefted the king to grant his 
patronage and affiftance to the bifhops in the profecution 
of Wickliffe, who had promulgated ¢ opinions full of errors 
* and containing manifelt herefy; fome of which appeared 
“< to be the fame with thofe of Marfiliu: of Padua, and 
* Fobn de Gandun, condemned by pope John XXil.’ In 
the bull to the univerfity, he fays, the heretical pravity 
of Wickliffe tended ‘ to fubvert the ftate of the whole 
« church, and even the civil government :’ And he orders 
them to deliver Wickliffe up in fafe cuftody to the delegates, 
_ King Edward III. died the twenty-firft of June 1377, 
before the bulls arrived in England. The univeriity 
treated their bull with contempt, or with very little de- 
votion. They favored and protected /Vickliffr, who was 
powerfully fupported by the duke of Lancaffer, and the 
earl-marfhal. Thefe noblemen openly declared, they 
would not fuffer him to be imprifoned : And, indeed, there 
‘was yet no a& of parliament, which empowered the bifhops 
‘vo impsifon heretics without the royal conient, But the 
delegated prelates, on the nincteenth of February 1378, 
iffued out their mandate to the chancellor of the univerhty 
of Oxferd, commanding him to cite Wickliffe to appear 
before them in the church of St. Peal, Lenden, in thirty 

days. 
Before that day came, the firft parliament of king Richard 
il, met at Wefminfler, where it was debated, * whether 
* they 
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* they might lawfully refufe to fend the treafure out of the 
* kingdom, after the pope required it on pain of cenfures, 
© and by virtue of the obedience duc to hin?” The refo- 
lution of this doubt was referred, by che king and parlia- 
ment, to dodtor Hicilifr, who anfwered it was lawful; 
and undertook to prove it fo, by the principles of the law 
of Chrift. 

. Hicklife appeared to the fummons of the delegates at 
St. Paul's, where a vaft concourf. of people affembled to 
hear the examination. The doctor was attended by the 
duke of Lancafler, and the lord-marthal Percy, who had 
conceived fuch 2 very high opinion of his Icarning and 
integrity, that they aured him he had nothing to fear, 
cand thet he might make his defence with courage againit 
the bifieps, who were but mere ignorants in refpect to 
him. When Wickliffe came near the place of the aflembly, 
there was fo preata croud of people attending, that it was 
with difficulty he and his two pitrons got admittance into 
the church. This manner of their appearance, by in- 
troducing Wickliffe as toa triumph, rather than a trial, 
touched the bithop of Loudon, who told the carl-marthal, 
* if he had known what matteries they would have kept 
* in the church, he would have ftopped them from coming 
© there.’ 

The archbifhop, and the bithop of Londow, held their 
vourt in the chapel, where feveral other prelates, and fome 
noblemen, attended to hear the trial. Wickliffe ttood be- 
fore the commiffioners, according to cuftom, to hear what 
was laid to his charge: But the carl-marfhal bid him fit 
down, © ashe had many things to anfwer, and had need of 
* a foft feat to reft him upon, during fo tedious an attend~ 
* ance.’ ‘The bifhop of London objected to thir.; which was 
anfwered by the duke of Lancajler, in fach warm terms, 
that he told the bifhop, * he would bring down the pride 
* of all the prelacy in the kingdom.’ ‘I'he bifhop madc a 
fpirited reply: And the duke faid foftly, to one who fat 
by him, that, ¢ rather than take fuch fanguage from the 
* bithop, he would drag him out of the church by the hair 
* of his head.’ This was over-heard by fome of the bye~ 
ftanders, and the affembly was inftantly in a violent com~ 
motion, The Londoners declared they would oppofe any 
infults upon their bifhop : ‘The noblemen treated the citi- 
zens with difdain ; they carricd off Wicklif? in fafety; and 
the court broke up without entcring into an examination 
of the bufinefs. But the Londoners plundered the duke of 
Lancafter’s palace in the Sevey, and the duke turned the 
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mayor and aldermen out of the iftracy, for not reftrain- 
ing the fedition. Wickliffe had happinefs to find his 
ine embraced by men of letters, and perfons of qua~ 
Jity. Some would make us believe, that people were 
frightened into a feigned approbation of his do&trine: But 
it may be faid, with much greater probability, that fear 
deterred many from being his followers. The truth is, a 
man ran no rifk in continuing to adhere to theold tenets; 
whereas it might be dangerous to embrace the new ones, 

‘The duke of Lancafer was made prefident of the coun- 
cil; and the bifhops were afraid to offend the avowed 
protector of Wickliffe. However, the two prelates fum- 
moned the doétor a fecond time before them, at Lambeth. 
He appeared; when the Londoners forced. themfelves into 
the chapel, to encourage the doctor, and intimidate the 
delegates, Wickliffe feemed willing to give the prelates 
fome fort of fatisfaction, and delivered? them a paper, 
wherein he explained the feveral conclufions with which 
he was charged. In all appearance, the delegates would 
not have been contented with fo ral an explanation; 
if the king’s mother had not obliged them to defift, by 
fending Sir Lewis Clifford tn forbid their proceeding to any 
definitive fentence againit Wickliffe. The delegates were 
confounded with this meflage; and, as their own hiftorian 
fays, © at the wind of arced fhaken, their fpeech became 
* as foft as oil, to the public lofs of their own dignity, 
* and the di of the whole church.” They dropped 
the thoughts of all cenfures againft Wicklife, and dit 
miffed him, after enjoining him iilence; to which injunc~ 
tion he paid no regard, and maintuined his opinions in the 
utmoft latitude. This fteadinefs ill agrees with the expla- 
nation of his opinions, which it is pretended he made 
before the bithops, and is reprefented as full of equivo~ 
cations and evafions. The difguifing his fentiments is 
little conformable to his natural temper, which was far 
enough from being fearful: Though a modern writer takes 
upon him to fay, * that Wickliffe appears to have been a 
“man of lender refolution.’” He alfo calls Wickliffe’s 
explanations aukward apologies: But he fhould have re~ 
membered they are only fuch as are given us by Walfingham, 
whom he calls a prejudiced writer. : 

The duke of Lancer flattered himfelf with the hopes 
of being fole regent during the minority of the king his 
nephew, who was crowned on the thirteenth of duly 13773 
but the parliament joined fome bifhops and noblemen with 
hhim in the regency. This was adamp upon the Rak 
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lifftes, or Lollards, who were become fo numerous, that 
two men could not be found er, andone not a Lol- 
lard. But pope Gregery X1. died the twenty-feventh of 
March 1378, which was a great advantage to Wickliffe , 
for, by hisdeath, an end was put to the commiffion of the 
delegates. Here the hiftorian feems to be miftaken, when 
he fays, the demife of the pope occafioned grief to the faith- 
ful.  Becaufe fies bh! not make his appearance before 
the delegates of Lambeth, till almoft thrce months after the 
death of Gregory. A f{chifm enfucd, by a double election 
of two popes; which was a real advantage to the Wick- 
Hiffites; fince Urban VI. was not acknowledged by the 
kingdom to be lawful till the end of the next year. 
On this occafion, Wedge wrote a tra “ Of the Schifin 
“© of the Roman Pontifts:” And foon after publithed his 
book “ OF the Truth of the Scripture.” In the latter 
he contended for the neceffity of tranflating the feripturcs 
into the Englifh language, and affirmed, that the will of 
God was evidently revealed in two ‘Tcftamcnts; that the 
Jaw of Chrift was fufficient to rule the church; and thar 
any difputation, not originally produced from thence, 
muft be accounted profane. 

‘The fatigues which Wickliffe undcrwent, by attending 
the delegates, threw him into a dangerous fit of illnefs, 
on his return to Oxford, Tho mendicant friars took this 
advantage, and fenc a deputation to him, to inform him 
of the great injuries he had done them, by his fermons and 
writings. The deputies told him, he was at the point of 
death, and exhorted him to revoke whatever he had ad- 
vanced to their prejudice. Wickli tcly recovered 
his fpiits, raifed himielf on his pillow, and replied:  £ 
“¢ thall not div, but live to declare ¢ il deeds of the 
“ friars 2” ‘The unexpeéted force cf his expreffion, to 
gether with the fternnefs of his manner, drove away the 
friars in confufion. 

The parliament, which aflembled in 1380, was famous 
fora ftatute madc againft the blood-fuckers that had long 
devoured the Jand ; viz. the foreignecclefiaftics, who, by this 
ftatute, were rendered incapable of holding any benefices 
in England. At the fame time, the parliament petitioned 
the king to expel all foreign monks, for fear they fhould 
inftil notions into the people of England, rcpugnant to 
the good of the ftatc. While Wickiifz, in his leétures, 
fermons, and writings, embraced every opportunity of 
expofing the Romith court, and detecting the vices of 
the clergy both religicus and fecular, ai 
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‘The feltivats of Wickliffe, which are extant, and his’ 
fermons on the Cemmune Sanétorum, gave great offence ta 
the monks, who kindled a feditious {pirit among the peo+ 
ple on account of the poll-tax, whith foon broke out inte 
thofe infurreGtions headed by Vat Tyler, Bail, and Littfar, 
Thefe rebels beheaded Simon Sudbury, archbishop of Can- 
terbury, the lord high-treafurer, and put many others to 
death. Their defign was to murder the king, root out the 
nobility, and deftroy all the clergy except the mendicant 
friars. Same hiftorians accufe the Wickliffites with cauf- 
ing this rebellion; but without any foundation. It iscer+ 
tain, that religion had no hand in thefe commotions; fince 
the duke of Lancafter, the avowed proteétor of Wickliffe, 
was the principal object of the rebels fury : Befides, Wich-- 
diffe then refided on his living of Lutterworth, and was 
never charged with any thing on thataccount. Nor can 
we hardly find an inftance of infurreétions, caufed by a 
religious zeal, appeafed in fo fhorta time as this was, 
which continued only about 2month, from the beginning 
to the end. 

The holy feriptures had never been tranflated into Eng+ 
Hfo; except by Richard Fitz-Ralpb, archbithop of Armag! 
and Fobude Trevife, a Cornifo-man, who doth Jived in the 
reign of Edward III. That tafk was now undertaken 
by Wickliffe, and other learned affociates; which made it 
neceflary for Wickliffe to apologize for their undertaking, 
by fhewing that Bede tranflated the bible, and king Ard 
the pfalms, into the Saxon fone. It had long given ick- 
diffe great offence (fays Mr. Gilpin), and indeed he always 
confidered it as one of the capital errors of popery, that 
the bible fhould be Jacked up from the people. He rea 
folved, therefore, to free it from bondage. The bible, 
he affirmed, contained the whole of God’s will, which, 
he faid, was fufficient to guide his church, Thefe, and 
other arguments, paved way for the publication of 
this it work, and fatisfied the minds of all fober men. 

This work it may cafily be imagined raifed the clamors 
of the clergy, Knighton, a canon of Leicefer, and contem- 
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rary with Wieklife, affords a fample of the language of 
Bis prethren. £ hin entrufted his gofpel (fays be) S the 


clergy, and dogtors of the church, to minifter it to the 
laity and weaker fort, according to their exigencies and 
feveral occaftons. But this mafter im Wickliffe, by 
tranflating it, has made it vulgar, and Jaid it more open 
to the laity, and even to women who can read, than it 
ufed to be tothe moft learned of the clergy and thofe of 
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* the beft underftanding : And thus the gofpel-jewel, the 
* evangelical pearl, is thrown about, and trodden under 
* fest of fwins.’ However, fome great and learned men 
-were of opinion, there was an older tranflation, which muft 
have been shat above mentioned: Though it has been 
afferted, ¢ the firft tranflation that was ever made of the 
* whele bible into the Exgli language, as {poke after tha 
* conqueft, was made by doctor Wicklifz.’ He and his 
affiftants were very careful in making their tranflation, by 
correcting the Latin text, collecting the glofies, and con~ 
fulting the antient divines; after which they fet about the 
tranflation, not literally, but as clearly as they could to 
exprefs the fenfe and meaning of the text according to the 

lebrew, as well asthe Latin bibles. In this he had much 
affiftance from the commentators, and particularly from 
the annotations of Nicholas Lyra, They diftinguifhed 
which books had the authority of holy writ, and which 
‘were apocryphal : They ju ‘ified their tranflations; and 
affirmed, * that he that kepeth mekenefs and charitie, hath 
+ the trewe underftand and perfedtion of holi write,’? 

The zeal of the bi to fupprefs Wickliff7’s bible 
‘only made it, as is generally the cafe, the more fought 
after. They, who were able, among the reformers, pur~ 
chafed copies and they, who were not able, procured at 
Jeaft tranfcripts of particular gofpels, or epiftles, as their 
inclinations led. In after times, when Lollardy increafed, 

the flames were kindled, it was a common practice, 
to faften about the neck of the condemned heretic, fuch 
of thefe fcraps of fcripture as were found in his pofleffion, 
which generally fhared his fate. 

Wickliffe proceeded in detecting the errors and abufes 
that crept into the church; and oppofed the popith 
Aodrine of tranfubftantiation, which was afferted by Rad 
bertus about the year 820, It is confeffed by the papifts, 
that this man was the firft who wrote ferioufly and copi- 
oufly on this fubjeét, * the truth or reality of the body 
« and blood of:the eucharift.’ This was contrary to the 
catholic doGrine that bad exifted near a thoufand years 
after Chrift, and particularly in the church of Exglend 
according to the cones homilies. Wickliffe attacked this 
error in his divinity le€tures, in 1381, and maintained the 
true and antient notion of the Lord’s fupper, On this 
account he publifhed fixteen conclufions, the firt of which 
is, that ‘* the confecrated hoft, feen upon the altar, is not 
“ Chrift, or any part of him; but an efeatual fign of him,”* 
He offered to enter intoa Public difputation with any man 
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‘upon thefe conclufions; which was prohibited by the reli- 
‘gious, who were doctors in divinity; and Wickliffe then 
publifhed his opinion concerning the eucharift, 

In his tra& de Blafphemia, he obferved, that the true 
-do&rine of the facrament of the eucharift was retained in 
the church a thoufand years ; even till the loofing of Satan : 
‘but this oppofition to the doétrine of tranfubftantiation 
foon brought Wickliffe into more difficulties; for he was 
attempting to eradicate a notion, that exalted the myftical 
‘and hierarchical powers of the clergy. William de Barton 
‘chancellor of the univerfity, and cleven doftors, of whom 
eight were of the religious, condemned Wickhffe’s con~ 
clufions as erroneous affertions. Packlige told the chan- 
cellor, that neither he, nor any of his its, were able 
toconfute his opinion; and he appealed from their con~ 
demnation to the king. 

William Courtney, Sithop of London, fucceeded arch- 
bithop Sudbury in the fee of Canterbury, and was entirely 
devoted to the intereft of his patron the pope. This pre- 
late had before fhewn himfelt 2 violent oppofer of Wick- 
fe and now proceeded againft him and his followers. 
-But as foon asthe parliament met, in 1382, Widklife pre- 
fented his appeal to the king, and both houfes. Walfingham 
-reprefents this, as done with a defign to draw the nobility 
into erroneous opinions; and that it was difapproved by 
the duke of Lancafler, who ordered Wickliffe to {peak no 
more of that matter. Others fay, that the duke advifed 
-the doétor, not to appeal to the King, but fubmir to the 
judgement of his ordinary ; upon which, the monks affert, 

retraéted his do¢trine at Osea, in the prefence of the 
archbithop of Canterbury, fix bithops, and many dgctors, 
-furrounded witha great concourfe of people. It % true, 
‘be openly read a confeffion in Latin ; which was fo fir from. 
-being a retradtation, that it feems rather a vindication 
of his opinion of the facrament; for it declares his refo- 
lution to defend it with his blood, and cenfures the con- 
trary as herefy, He at large explains his meaning, how 
he Underftood the body cf Chriff to be in the eucharift, or 
facrament of the altar; and exprefsly fays, “* this vener- 
able facrament is naturally bread and wine; but is 
“© facramentally the body and blood of Chrift.” 

‘The new archbifhop prevailed upon the king to empower 
‘the bifhops to imprifon heretics, without afking the 

ermiffion: But the houfe of commons complained to the 
ing, that this was a breach of the peoples privileges, and 
«very deftructive to liberty; fince the clergy thereby be- 
2 2 came 
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tame the abfolute mafters of the honor and fortune of 

private perfons. The king revoked the grant; but the 

revocation is not to be found on the parliament rolls, 

where it was expunged by the artifices of the clergy, 

whofe chief view was to punith the Wickliffites. 
Theking, in 1382, married Anne of Laxemburg, fifter 

of the emperor fincefleus and this princefs became a 
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great patronefs of the Wickliffites to the time of her death, 
which happened in 1394. But archbithop Courtney pro- 
fecuted Wr 


‘ickliffz, and appointed a court.of feleét bithops, 
doors and batchelors; which affembled in the monaftery 
of the preaching friars, London. ‘This court declared four~ 
teen conclufions of Wickliffz, and others, heretical and 
‘erroneous. 

It is faid, Wickliffe was cited to appear at this court, but 
‘was prevented by his friends, who advifed him, that a plot 
was laid by the prelates to feize him on the road. How- 
ever, his caufe was undertaken by the chancellor of Oxford, 
the two proctors, and the greateft part of the fenate, who, 
ina letter, fealed with “the univerfity feal, fent to the 
court, gave him a great commendation for his learning, 

icty, and orthodox faith. Doétor Nicholas Hereford, 

joctor Philip Rapyngdon, and Fobn Ashton, M. A. were 
the principal followers of /ickliffz, and appeared at this 
court, where they defended his ‘doétrine, as alfo in the 
convocation, Doétor Hereford afterwards took a journey 
to Rome, and offered, in the confiftory before the pope, to 
defend the conclufions lately condemned by the arch- 
bifhop, who committed him to prifon on his return to 
England. thas alfo been faid, that the duke of Lanca/fer 
deferted the Wickliffites; and that all of them, except 
Wickliffe, {ubmitted to the eftablifhed church. Archbifhop 
Courtney exerced all his own authority, and all his intereft 
at court, to punifh the Wickiiffites, and fupprefs their. 
dogtrine, He ordered the condemnation of the heretical 
articles to be publithed in the univerfity. But Wickliffe 
increafed in reputation, and his doctrine gained ground: 
in the affeGtions of the people; while he was obliged to: 
quit his profefforfhip, and retire to Lutterworth, where 
he Rill vindicated his doétrine, and juftified his followers. 

Do&or Wickliffe was feized with the palfy, in 1382, 
foon after he left Oxford; and the pope then cited him to 
appear at Rome. Wickliffe returned a letter of excufe to 

is citation; wherein he tells the pope, that “ Chest 
“© taught him more obeifhe to God than-to man.” His’ 
engmies were fenfible that his diftemper would foon put 
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& period to his life; and therefore they permitted hint to 
{pend the remainder of his days in tranquillity, after he had 

years to continual danger, He was 
feized with another violent fit of the palfy, on Innocents” 
day 138 as he was in his-church of Lutterworth, when 
he fel ‘dove: Mever recovered his fpeech, and foon ex- 
pired, in the fixtieth of hisage. 

The Chriftian world has not had 2 greater man in thefe 
Jaf ages than doctor Wickliffe, He bad well ftudied all 
the pafts of theological learning ; and he was endowed, 
by the grace of God, with an uncommon gravity and 
fan&ity of manners; from whence arofe that vehement 
defire of reftoring the primitive purity of the church in 
that {j \t degenerate age. His moft inveterate 
adverfaries never prefumed to in queftion his excellent 

ety, and unblemished life: But many of them have fuf- 

ciently acknowledged his great learning, and uncommon 
abilities. Indeed, in thofe writings of his which are yet 
remaining, doétor Wickliffe has an extraordinary 
knowledge of the fcriptures; he difcovers a found judge- 
ment, es clofely and ly, breathes a fpirit of true 
pict 4 preferves a becoming his charadter. 

fothing is to be found in him either puerile or trifling, a 
fault very common to the writers of that age; but every 
thing he fays is grave, judicious, and exact. He wanted 
nothing to render his learning confummate, but his living 
in a happier ng : 

The great Bradwardin was, in fome fenfe, Wickliffe’s 
fpiritual father ; for it was the perufal of Bradwardin’s 
writings, which, next to the holy fcriptures, opened that 
proto-reformer’s eyes to difcover the genuine doctrine of 
faith and juftificstion. Bradwardin taught him the nature 
of a true epee faith, in oppofition to merit- 
mongers ani loners, and pilgrimages. 
mae ie ne wn Merce pal on Wii ws 

reat ufe of by the papifts: And fome t 
writers have charged. him with maintaining feveral erro- 
meous opinions; but what Gollier fays of bim is bencath 
eontempt. Guthrie affe&s to condemn him for being a 
predeftinarian ; but he 1, however, that ¢ his 
” notions about the fopperies of religion, images, pilgrim- 

ages, legends, and the like, are many of them fenfible, 
and of them allowable: That his opinions with 
regard to the facraments of the church, as then believed 
in Englend, are free, and fuch as have beén adopted by 
S$ many &i@ foreign churches: That, however ena 
te 
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* derate he was in his principles, he appears to have been 
© a wife and moderate man in his praétice; witnefs his 
® dying in peace upon his own living, amidft an univerfal 
© combuftion which his tenets raifed: And that he 
« mutt be allowed to have left behind him the dawn of that 
* Reformation which was afterwards compleated.’ 

Mr. Guthrie, obferved that Wickliffe * feems to have 
* been a ftrong predeftinarian.’ - It will prefently appear 
fays a Jater writer) that he more than feemed to have been 
uch; and that Luther and Calvin themfelves were not 
ftronger predeftinarians than Wickliffe. 1 thal) open the 
evidence with two propofitions, extracted from his own 

writings : 
1, “ The prayer of the reprobate prevaileth for no man.” 
2. %* All things that happen, do come abjolutely of ae- 

« ceffity.” 
¢ manner in which this great harbinger of the Re- 
formation defended the latter propofition, plainly thews 
him to have been (notwithftanding Guthrie's infinuation 
to the contrary) a deep and fkilfull difputant. Our 
*¢ Lord,” fayshe, ‘ affirmed that fuch or fuch an event 
«6 fhould come to pafs. It’s accomplifhment, therefore, 
-S© was unavoidable. The antecedent is infallible: By 
“ parity of argument, the confequent is fo too. For the 
** confequent'is not in the power of a created being, for~ 
** afouch as Chriff affirmed fo many things” [before they 
were brought to pafs]. * Neither did [pre] affirm any 
“ thing accidentally. Seeing, then, that his affirmation 
“© was, not accidental, but neceflary; it follows, that 
“© theevent affirmed by him, mutt be neceffary likewife. 
“« This argument,” adds Wickliffe, ‘* receives additional 
‘© ftrength, by obferving, that, in what way foever God 
“© may declare his will, by his after-difcoveries of it in 
‘© time; ftill, his determination, concerning the event, took 
“ place before the world was made: Ergo, the event will 
‘© furely follow. The neceffity, therefore, of the ante~ 
“* cedent, holds no lefs irrefragably for the neceffity of 
“© the confequent. And who can either promote or hin- 
“© der the inference, namely, That this was decreed of 
*€ God before the formation of the world.” I will not 
undertake (fays Mr. Teplady) to juftify the whole of this 
porereph. can only meet the excellent man half-way. 
agree with him, as to the neceffity of events: But I can- 
not, 28 he evident! did, fuppole himfelf to be « 
nace] agent, in the wi fenfe of the term. That 
God af in the moft exa& conformity to his own decrees, 
is 
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is a truth. which fcripture afferts again and again: But 
that God was abjolutely FREE in decrecing, is no lefs af= 
ferted by the infpired writers; who, with one voice, des 
clare the Father’s predeftination, and fubfequent difpofal, 
of all things, to be-entirely founded, not on any antece- 
dent necedlty, but on the fagle, fovereign pleafure of his 
own will, 

The quotation however, proves, that Wickliffe was art 
abfolute neceffitarian. And he improves, with great fo- 
lidity and acutenefs, the topic of prophecy into (what it 
moft certainly is) a very ftrong argument for predeflination. 
As the prophecies of the old and new teftaments are fuch an 
evidence of the divine infpiration of the facred writers, and 
fuch a proof of Chriftianity, as all the infidels in the world 
will never de able to overthrow; fo, on the other hand, 
thofe fame prophecies conclude, to the full, as ftrongly in 
favor of peremptory fie ination. For if events were 
wndecreed, they would be unforeknown: And, if xnfore- 
known, they could not be ii Iibly® pracid. To fay, 
that ¢ events may be foreknown without falling under any 
© adtive or permiffive decree ;’ would be faying either no= 
thing to the purpofe, or worfe than nothing. For, if God 
can, with certainty, foreknew any event whatever, which 
he did not previou termine to accomplith or permit; and 
thatevent, barely foreknown, but entirely undecreed, be 
fo certainly future, as to furnith pofitive ground for uner= 
ving prophecy ; it would follow, 1. That God is dependent, 
for his knowledge, on the things known, inftead of alt 
things being dependent on sim: And, 2. That there are 
fome extraneous concatenations of caufes, prior to the will 

* Itis obfervable, that Wickkffe's argument for ftination, 
sawn from the prapbecies of our Tort te pearled the then arehiio 
of Armagh (whofe name I know not, nor do I think it worth hunting 
out) that it furnithed his grace with employment for tave years toge- 
ther, to reconcile the free-ewill of man with the certain completion of 

» Atatk, however, which afterall his labor, the romifh pre- 

ite found too hard for him. Yet, his Jordthip, thar he might not be 
farced to acknowledge predeftinatian and give up free-quill, thought 
proper to give up the infallible pretcience Gf Corif-Bimialf blafphe- 
moufly affirming, that * it was poffible for Chrif to be miflaken in his 
* prophecies, and to mifaferss his church as to future events.” The 
paffage is {0 uncommon, that I will give it in the writer's own words, 
~ Dicit adverfarins [fcil. Wickife,} quoad iftud argumentum, domi-— 
tum Armachames per duos annos ftuduilfe pro ejus diffolutione, & 
nati py Sole ighee aeeifee Gees cnc 

ius erry » & eccl 5 onclufio 

nullus catholicus (ut dicit Wickliffe) concederet. Et fic videtur 

‘ponere dominum Armachawum extra numerum catholicorum.” Gar 
Bele. Wodfard conti Wicklgfem. . Vide Faftie, Rer. vol. 2. p, 356 e 
an 
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and knowledge of God, by which his will is regulated, 
and on which his knowledge is founded. 

‘What he little more than intimates, in the citation given 
above; he delivered, it feems, more plainly and peremp~ 
torily, elfewhere. Among the fixty-two articles, laid to 
his charge by Thomas Netter (commonly called, Thomas of 
Walden who flourithed about the year 1409, ) and for which, 
that writer refers to the volume and chapter of Wickliff?’s 
works; are thefe three: 1. That “ a/l things come to paft 
“© by FATAL neceffity.”” 2. That ‘ God could not make ti 
‘© world otherwife than it is made: 3. And, that “ God 
* cannot do any thing, which he doth not do.*” 

This is fatalifm with awitnefs. And I cite thefe pro- 

ofitions, not to depreciate Dr. Wickliffe, whofe character 
Pedmire and revere, a9 one of the greateft and beft fince 
the apoftolic age; nor yet with a view to recommend: the 
propofitions themfelves: But, fimply, to thew, how far 
this illuftrious Reformer ran from the prefent Arminian 
fyftem, or rather no-fyitem, of chance and free-will. But, 
concerning even thofe of Wickliffe’s affertions, which were 
the moft rafh and unguarded ; candor (not to fay, juftice) 
obliges me to obferve, with Fuller, that were aithis works 
extant, ¢ we might therein read the occafion, intention, and 
* conneétion, of what he fpakc: ‘Sogether with the imi+ 
$ tations, refirictions, diftinétions, and qualifications, of what 
* hemaintained. There we might fee, what was the over- 
s plus of his paffion, and what the juft meafure of his 
$ judgement. Many phrafes, heretical in found, would 
© appear orthodox in fenfe. Yea, fome of his [reputedly ] 
© poifonous paflages, dreffed with due caution, would prove 
© not only wholefome, but cordial truths; many of his ex- 
* prefiions wanting, not granum ponderis, but granum falis; 
* no weight of truth, but fome grains of difcretiont+.’ 

What 1 thal] next add, may be rather ttyled bold truths, 
than indifcrete affertions. *¢ He defined the ciyreh to 
*© confift only of perfons PREDESTINATED. And affirmed, 
‘¢ That God loved David and Peter as dearly, when they 


© Fuller's church hit. b. 4. p. 144-—What this valuable hiitorian 
premise concerning Wicklife, before he enters on his account of him 
jeferves to bequoted. * ! intend,’ fays Dr. Faller, © neither tu deny, 
# diffemble, defend, nor exculk, any of his faules. ” We dave this trea- 
* fare, faith the apoftle, in earthen veff-is: And he that thall endeavor 
© to prove @ pitcher of clay to be a pot of zold, will take great pains to 
© finall purpofe. Yea, thould I be over-aflicious to retain myfelf to 
“« plead for Wicklife’s faults, thar glorious faint wou'd foomer chide 
¢ than thank me." 
f lbid, ps 1350 
- © grievitifly 
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S* grievanfy ed, os he doth now when they are poffefed o} 
«8 glery*.” ioe latter pofition might, pofibly, {eter 
mee unexceptionably expreffed ; be it, fubftantially, ever 

true. 

Wickliffe was found in the article of gratuitous pardon 
and juftification & the alone death and righteoufnefs of 

ifs Chrift. * The merit of Chri,” fays he, * is, of 
< jtfelf, fiffcies to redeem every man from hell. It is 
to be uni of a [ebiciensy OF ITSELY, without any 
ether concurring cau All'that follow Chrift, bein 
S juftified by urs righteoufnefs, thall be faved, as his oft 
«« {pring.” Dr. dix obferves, that Wicklife © rejeéts the 
© dogtrine of the merit of works, and falls upon thofe 
“ who fay, that God did not aL for them, but think that 
© their merits help.’ °° Heal us, Lord, ox NouGHT, fays 
Wickliffe; that is, for no merit of ours, but for thy mercy.” 
Ithas been already obferved, and proved, that he had very 
high notions of that inevitable necefity, by which he fu 
pofed every event is governed. Yet, he did not enthufi- 
aftically fever the end from the means. Witnefs his own 
words: ‘* Though ail future things do happen neceffarily, 
S6 yet God wills that good things happen to his fervants 
*© through the efficacy of prayer.” Upon the whole, it 
is no wonder that {uch a profligate factor for popery and 
amninianifm, as Peter Heylin, fhould (pre more) indecently 
affirm, that “ ickliffe's field had more tares, than wheat; 
“ and his books more heterodoxies, than found catholic 
 dodtrine.” See Toplady’s Hiftoric Proof. 7 

Whatever Walfingham and Knighton have advanced in 
prejudice of Wickliffe, is fufficiently contradicted by let- 
ters teftimonial given by the univerfity of Oxford, in 
bs st in his behalf, and fealed with their common feal; 
wherein it is faid, ‘ that his converfation, from his youth 
to his death, was fo praife-worthy and honeft in the 
univerfity, that he never any offence, nor was he 
afperfed with any mark of infamy or finifter fufpicion : 
But that in anfwering, reading, preaching, and determin- 
ing, he behaved himfelf laudsbly, as a valiant champion 
of the truth, and catholicly vanquifhed by fentences of 
holy feripture all fuch 2s ty their wilful beggary blaf- 
phemed the religion of Chrift. ‘That this doctor was 
not convitted of heretical pravity, or by our prelates 
delivered to be burnt after his burial. For God forbid 
that our prelates fhould have condemned a man of fo 
great probity for an heretic, who had not his equal in 
* Ibid. p. 1346 at 
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© ail-the univerfity in his writings of logic, philofoph 
* divinity, morality, and the fpeculative ferences.” aks 
As doétor Wickliffe was very diligent and frequent in 
preaching, and reading his divinity lectures ; fo he wrote 
and publithed a great many traéts, of which bithop Bale 
has given a particular account. They are two hundred 
and fifty-five in all, of which thirty-two are preferved in 
Trinity-college, and’ C. C. C. Cambridge; five in Trinity- 
allege; Dublin, four in the Bodleian library, two in the 
Cotten library, and three in the king’s library. Moft of 
them are theological ; but fome are philofophical ; forty- 
eight are in Znglif, and the others are in Latin. Befides 
thefe, there is a volume of Englifh tracts faid to be wrote 
by Wickliffe; fome of which are yet extant. He is faid 
to have wrote two hundred volumes, befides his tranflation 
of the Bible into Engi, a fair copy of which is in 
n's-college, Oxford, and two more in the univerfity 
Wl . © twa done no doubt in the moft exprefiive 
© language of thofe days, though founding uncouth to our 
© ears; the dnave of Fefus Chriff for fervant ; and Philip 
« baptized the ge/ding, for eunuch : So much our tongue 
§ is improved in our age.’ * 
. His opinions were mifreprefented by his adverfaries 5 
but he was protected by many powerful friends, and his 
doétrine was embraced by the greateft part of the king- 
dom. King Edward uD the princefs dowager of Wales, 
the duke of Lancaffer, the queen of Richard IL. the earl- 
marshal, Geoffry Cheucer the father of Englifo poetry, and 
lord Cobham, who difperfed Wickliffe’s works all over 
Lurope, were his patrons and friends. From fuch a noble 


© Remaxs ix, t1,—31. Whanne thei weren not ghit borun, neithit 
t adden doon ony thing of good, eithir of yvel y that the purpos of 
«6 God fchulde dwell bi eleccioun, not of workis, but of God clepy- 
« ing; it was feid to him, that the more {chulde ferve the laffe: ae it 
ia writun, I louyde Jacob, but T hatide Efau. What theicfore 
‘ febulen we feie? wher wickidnefl: be anentis God? God forbede. 
* For be feith t6 Moifes, 1 fchal have mercy on whom I have mercy, 
#6 nd I {chal ghyve merci on whom I have mercy. Therefore, itis 
* not neither of man willynge, neither rennynge but of God hauynge 
mercy. And the feripture feith 0 Fare, For to this thing have 
4 T fyrrid thee, that I {chewe in thee my verta, and that my name 
be teeld in al erthe. Therefore, of whom God wole, he hath 
#6 merey: And whom he wole, he endurith. Thanne feift thou to 
% me, What is fooght ghit, for who withftondith his will? Oo man, 
“what art thou that auiwesift to God! Wher a maad thing feith to 
him thar made it, What hatt thou inaad me fo? Wher a pottere of 
 cley bath not power to make, uf the fame gobet, oo vellel into 
*« onour, anothir into difpyt!™ Lewis Edition of Wickiife’s Trantl, 

N. Teit.—Lesd, 1731, Folio, 7 
fountain 
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fountain the ftream ran and was foon increafed ; for” 
many eminent divines, n » and other perfons of 
diftin@ion, embraced the new doétrine; which conftantly 
gathered ground, notwithftanding it was violently op- 
pofed by the priclts, who raifed bloody perfecutions againtt 
the Wicktiites in’ the reigns of Richard I. Henry IV. 
and Henry V. , 

The number of thofe who believed in the doctrine of 
Wickliffe multiplied like fuckers growing out of the root of 
atree. After atime, the fecular and ecclefiaftical powers 
were combined to fupprefs its growth; and archbithop 
4rundel, in convocation, condemned eighteen of Wichlig’s 
conclufions, twelve years after his death. Acts of parlia- 
ment were made againft the Wickliffites, and many of them 
were burnt for heretics. The books of Wictliffe were 
prohibited to-be read in the univerfities: And, in 1416, 
archbithop Chichely fet up a kind of inquifition in every 
parish to difcover and punith the Wickliffites; by which 
eruel and unchriftian methods the great and good Jobn 
Jord Cabbam was burnt for herefy; and he was the firft 
mobleman whofe blood was fhed in England, on account 
of religion, by popifh barbarity. Fox afferts, in his acts 
and monuments, that the two famous poets of thxt timc, 
Gower and Chaucer, were Wickliffites, and that they co- 
vered their opinion very ingenioufly, and by way of para: 
ble, in their writings ; adding likewife, that, by the ex~ 
pofition of thofe writings by fuch as had the key, many - 
were brought into Wickhife's perfuafion. Chaucer died in’ 
the 1400, and Gower fome time before. 

he infallibity of the pope was oppofed to the doctrine 
of Wickliffe; and the council of Conflance, on the fifth of 
May, 14.15, condemned forty-five articles, maintained by 
Wickliffe, as heretical, falfe, and erroneous. His bones 
were ordered to be dug up, and caft on a dunghill: But 
this part of the fentence was not executed till 1428, when 
orders were fent by the to the bithop of Lincoln to 
have it ftri@ly performed. remains of this excellent 
man were accordingly dug out of the grave, where they 
bad Jain undifturb: r and forty years: His bones were. 
burnt, and the afhes caft into an adjoining brook called 
the Swift, which fprings near Knaptoft in Leicefterfrire. 
Such was the refentment of the i church on the 
memory of him, who was called the firft Zngiijb Lollard.* 
Cambdens 
: © The fett of the Lelard, |. throughout Gs » had fon 
Ahi fader Weir Loar whe begun to Sipetis hn Cocbemee aboot the 
year 
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iCambden fays, this was done forty-one years after his 
death by warrant of the council of Sienna: But this isa 
miftake, for it was done by the fame council of Conflance, 
which condemned ‘fohn Hufi, and ‘Ferom of Prague, to be 
‘burnt for favoring the doctrine of icéliffe, and main- 
taining others which were alfa condemned as heretical, 
This council fat to give fanétion to injuitice, and to 
eftablifh iniquity by law; though it infliéted an irre- 
trievable blow upon the papal autl Yo 

It is faid, that the gown which doétor Wickliffe wore 
now covers the communion-table in the church of Lutter- 
worth: And, as this eminent man may juftly be confidered 
as the author of the Reformation, not only in England, 
but throughout all Europe ; fure fome decent refpeat thould 
have been paid to his worth, and a public monument 
erected to his memory. 

The Wickliflites were oppreffed, but could not be exe 
tinguithed : Purfvcution ferved only to eftablith that faith 
which became general at the Reformation, about a hun- 
dred ycats after thefe reftraints were moderated, "The 
whole nation then unanimoufly embraced :,2 doétrine 
which Wickliffe began ; and popery was aboliiyed in Eny- 
dand, that the purity of religion might increafe the blef- 
fings of liberty. : 

is works (fays Mr. Gi/pin) are amazingly voluminous; 

i he fecms not to have engaged in any very large work: 
His pieces in general may be properly called tradts. Of 
thefe many were written in Latin, and many in Englifo: 
Some on fchool-queftions; others on fubjedts of more 
general knowledge; but the greatcft part on divinity. It 
may be fome amusfement to the reader to fee what fubjeds 
he hath chofen. I thal give a lift therefore of the more 
remarkabie of them, from the various colleétions which 
have been made. Triaiagorum, lib. 4.———De religione per- 
(frftorun.——De ecclefiti 3 membrit——De diabala 8 mcn= 











bris.—-De Ghrifto & Antichriflo—De Antichrifle & 
smembris,— Sermsnes in epifiolas.—-De veritate feripturae, 





rom—De flaty innocentie.——De flipendiis minifirorun. 


year 1315. He defpifed the faccaments of the church, and derided her 
ceremonies and ber sonftitutions; observed not the falts of the churci 

nor its sabinencies; acknowledged not the interc:ffion of the Gaiuts, 
and believed that the damned in hell, and even the cvil angele, fhontd 
one day be faved. Tricbearius, who.recites their opinions, lays, that 
Bobemia and dufria were infedted with them ; that there were above 
24,000 perfons in Germany which held thofe errors, and that the 
@Fealer part defended them with obftinacy, even to death.—De Piz. 


: . E2 De 
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De epifcoporum errovibus.———Ds curaterum errovibus.—- 
De perfettione evangelicd.——De officio paflorali.—De 
Simonié facerdstum.——-Super panitentiis injungendis.-—De 
fedubtione fimplicium.——Damonum aftus in fubvertendé res 
Eigione. fas Remansrum fcbifmate ——De ub 














timd atate ecclefe.—O) temptation. The chartre of hee 
vent.——O) battel.—— ly and flefly love. —— 
Fhe cf 8. Breanne dfor ft tnd ents 
plative.——Virtuous Lesteryeemh” A pride.——Ob fervati- 
anes pie in Chrifli pracepta.———De impedimentis orationis. 
——De cardinalibus virtutibus.—De aftibus anime.— 
Expofitio orationis dominica.———De .7_facramentit——Ds 
natura ft ——De diverfis gradibus charitatis.-De defec- 
tiene @ Chriftc.—De veritate & mendacio.—-De facerdo- 
tho Levitico.——_De fecerdatio Chrifti——De datatione Ca- 
Sfared.——De verfufits pfeudieleri De immortalitate ani- 
‘ma.—De paupertate Chrifti.c—De phyficd noturali— 
De effintia accidentium.——De neceffitate Inturorum.——-De 
temporis quidditate——De t is ampliatione.—_De ope~ 
ribus corperalibus.——De operibus fpirttualibus.——De_ fide 
& perfididn——De fermone Domins in montem.—Abfirac- 
tiones logicales.——A jhart rule of life. —The great fentence of 
the curfe expounded.——O, ricft.——De contrarietate 
ducrum dominorum.— Wickliffe’ s wicket——De minifiro- 
rum conjugio.——De religiofis privatis.—Conciones de 
morte. De: vita foarden, De ablatis reflituendis, 
——-De arte fophiftitévn-—-De forte errorum.——De incar- 
natione verbi.——Super impofitis articulis.—-De humanitate 
Chrifti——-Contra concilium terre-motus.—De folutione 
Satane.-—De fpiritu quolibet_—De Chriftianorum bap- 
tifra.——-De clawium poteftate——De bla be 
paupertate Chrifi. De raritatel$ denfitate.——_De materi 
& formé.——De animd.——Oéto beatitudines,.——-De tri- 
nitate.——~Commentarii_in perium.-—-De_ abominatione 
defolationis._—De civili inio.——De ecclefie dominia. 
— De divino dominin ——De erigine fedarum. De per- 


fil form: Speculum de -antichri/ Me virtute 
‘srandi:—__De rnin Sfraterni——De 



























nfuris ecclefie, 
——De charitate fraterné.—De purgatorio pirum——- 
De Pharifeo & Publicano. iia 

His great work, and ‘what offended the church of Rome 
moft highly, was his Zranflation Ks the Scriptures into Eng- 
fh, which effe@uaily expofed the fophiftries and fuper~ 
ftitions of the time, and led the people from following the 
traditions of men te the pure will and word of the bled 
GOD. eee : 
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JOHN HUSS, DD. 
THE BOHEMIAN. REFORMER, 


OHN HUSS, of Hus, whole name In the Bohemian 
language fignifies 'Goofe, was borti at Hufenite, 2 vil- 
lage in Bohemia: His: parerite were mot’ bleft with af- 
fluence; bests give him a liberal education, which he 


improved by hi ng mental abilities, and site baa 
tion to his inthe uni 
gommenced area of arts in rot her r of biel in 


1395, and batchelor of divinity in an afi 

man (fays Whertes in his Appendix to Gave’s Hi ria Lit 
teraria) “even by the confeffion of his enemies, iuftrious 
and remarkable both for doétrine and ont bates re 
this year tliat Stynto, or Subinfto 

of that ci 'y iffaed two orders to te dotnet 
rs a ites, which pee oa br into that 


eens of 

te ler nd ‘hela ate of eps ree rie 

Bott of AHifT into ther hand 

oe ce be bie ein 
laughter tot! 

ceflaut, fing of Bohemia, tnd 


poe coal he cota’ mets 


-_ devotion of ihe Reser a ureb./(Mer death hap 
and her funeral wie atteded by al] the nol ety 
oe . She had patronized Wickliffs, who {peaks of 
her in his book Of the three-fold Bora of Love,” in 
thefe words: * It is poflible that the noble queen of “Eng- 
« land, the fifter of Cefar, ‘may have the gofpel written 
§* in three languages, Bebemiaz, German, and Latin: 
s But to hereticate her, on this account, would be Lu- 
“ ciferian folly.” After her death, feveral of Wickliffe’s 
books were carried by her attendants into Bohemia, and 
‘were the means of remoting the reformation there. 
pans books to reblife rks inte cept by 
Peer , an agi imer, oe is difcipies: Byt 
‘the ‘seibithop of Prague 0 ordered the members of that 
to univerfity 
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univerfity to bring him the books of Wicéliffe, that thofe 
dp which any errors were found might be burnt. The 
eradts of Wickliffe had been fo carefully preferved, that we 
are affured a certain bi wrote out of England, that he 
pad got two very large volumes of them, which feemed as 
Idigeas St. Aufien’s works, Archbithop Sdyxéo burnt two 
hundred volumes of them, very finely written, and adorned 
with-coftly covers and gold boffes ; for which reafon, they 
are fuppofed to belang tothe nobilieyand try of Bobemia, 
Peter Payne was principal of Edmund-hall, in the uni- 
verfity of Oxford, where he was diftinguifhed for his ex- 
cellent parts, and his oppofition to the friars. He was a 
food di putanty Poet genes Wealden, the Carmelite, about 
the be; ‘hrift, pilgrimages, the eucharift, images, 
and. rake 3 for which he was obliged to quit the nie 
verlity, and fly into Bohemia, where he contraéted an ac- 
quaintance with Procopius, the Bobemien General, and 
publithed fome books written by Wickliffz, which were 
neatly efteemed by Hufi, Ferem, and the greateft part of 
ae univerfity of Prague ftudents belonging to this 
earned feminary were offended with their archihop for 
-fuppreffing the books of Wickliffz, and ordering the Bobe- 
muan clergy to teach the people, that, after the promunci- 
ation of the words of the holy facrament, there remained 
nothing but the body of Fefus Chri/t under the {pccies uf 
bread, and the body of Fe/us Chriff in the cup. : 
‘here was alfo, according to Fex, another caufe of the . 
difperfion of Wiekliffe’s books in Bohemia. A young man 
of an opulent and noble family of that country came over 
¢o Oxford, about the £ for the profecution of 
his fludies, and, upon Yis recurs, carried with him feve- 
ral tradts of Wickliffe, amongft which were his books, De 
vealibus univerfalibus,; De civili jure & divinos De ecclefidy 
Da quafionibus variis contra clerum; &c. With this gen- 
-theman Hujs was well acquainted, and obtained from him 
the loan of thefe books, which were the means of bring~ 
“ing light inta his mind, and fo much impreffed him with 
the conviGion of their truth, that he embraced and main- 
‘tained the doGrines they contained ever afterwards. He 
ufed to call Wickliffe an angel fent from heaven to en- 
Tighten mankind; and mention among his friends 
his ‘meeting with that anthor’s writings, as themoft 
“happy circumftance of his life; adding, that it would-be 
his joy im heaven to live for ever with that excellent man, 
fufs had diftinguifhed himfelf in the univerfity, where 
he taught grammar and philofophy. He had applied wan 
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felf to the ftudy of the holy feriptures, and the Latin fa. 
thers: He was become an excellent preacher, and was 
made chaplain in the church of the Holy Innocents, called 
Bethlehem, at Praguc. He was held in great eftimation 
for his exemplary life and converfation as a divine, and 
for having been one of the principal perfons who had oh- 
tained 2 great favor to the univerfity. It fhould be ob= 
Served, that this univerfity was founded by the emperor 
Charles 1V. who compofed it of perfons from the four 
different ftates of Bohemia, Bavaria, Saxony, and Peland. 
‘The three latter were almoft all Geraas, and had three 
voices againft one, which made them mafters of the pro- 
Feffor’s chair, governors of the univerfity affairs, and dif- 
pofcrs of the beft benefices in the ads While the poor 
Echemians, whofe profperity depended entirely on thofe 
advantages, found themfelves utterly excluded. This 
was the fhate of that feminary, when doctor Hu/s, aflifted 
by others, reprefented the caufe of the complaining Bow 
bemians vo their king Wenceflans V. Hufs was fuccefsful 5 
he obtained @ revocation of the privileges granted to thofe 
foreigners, and the Bobemians were reltored to the prin- 
cipal places in the univerlity; which fo greatly offended 
the foreigners, that they retired to Afifnia, and carried 
with them upwards of two thoufand fcholars. This in- 
creaied the reputation of doctor J#u/i, and made him of 
great confideration in the univerfity, when the archbifhop 
publithed two orders ayainit Wickliffitifm. 

Hufi arduoully embraced the doétrine of Wickliffe, and 
eafily perfuaded many members of the univerfity,* that 
the firft of thefe orders, made by the archbifhop, was an 
infringement of the privi and liberties of the uni~ 
verfity, whofe members aright to read all forts of 
books, without any moleftation. He alfo obferved, that 
the fecond order contained 2 moft intolerable error, in 
fecming to affirm that there was nothing but the body an@ 
blood of Cbrijt under the {pecics of bread, and in the cup. 
Upon this foundation, they appcaled from thofe orders to 
Gregory XIL. at Rimini, who was then acknowledged pope 
in Cnrmany, in oppofition to Fabn XXILL, at Rome, and 
Benedi# XU. at Avignon. ‘Their appeal was received, 
and the pope cited the archbithop to Rome. But that 
prelate informed the » that the doGrine of Wicklife 
began to take root in Bibenia: upon which the archbifhop 

* For Dr. Hujfi's public defence of Wicklife’s upintons befure the 
univerGty of Prague, in the year 1412, fee Fox's Ads, Ge. vol. te 
damp, Ric, 2, » 

z obtained 


gt AUS 8. 


obtained a bull, whereby the pope gave him commiffiod 
to prevent the publifhing of thofe errors in his province. 

‘his archbifhop, we are told, was a moft illiterate man. 
He was {o illiterate, that he was called, in ridicule, 42+ 
pbabeterius, the ABC Doéor. Indecd, the clergy of 
thofe times were remarkably ignorant, infomuch that 
many of the prelates could not write, but direGted their 
chaplains to fubfcribe their very names for them to eccle+ 
fiaftical decds and papers. 

The archbifhop, by virtue of this bull, definitively con- 
demned the writings of Wickliffe; proceeded againit four 
doétors, who had not delivered up the copies of that divine; 
and prohibited them, notwithitanding their privileges, to 
preach in any congregation, Doctor Hu/i, with fome other 
members of the univerfity, and the patron of the chapel of 
Bethlebem, made their proteftations againit thefe proceed- 
ings; and, on the twenty-fifth of June, A.D. 1410, entered 
a new appeal from the fentences of the archbifhop. This 
affair was carried before pope Yohn XXIII. who granted‘a 
‘commiffion to cardinal Colonna to ste jele Hufs to appear 
Perfonally at the court of Rome, to anfwer the accufations 

laid againft him of preaching both errors and herefiess 
Do&or Hufi defired to be excufed a perfonal appearance, 
and was fo greatly favored in Bobemsa, that king Wen- 
ceflaus, the queen, the nobility, and the univerfity, des 
fired the pore to difpenfe with fuch an appearance; as 
alfo that he would not fuffer the kingdom of Bohemia to 
lie under the defamation of being accufed of herefy, but 
permit them to preach the gofpel with freedom in their 
laces of worfhip; and that he would fend legates to 
ague to correct any pretended abufes, the expence of 
which fhould be defrayed by the Bohemians, 

Three proétors appeared for doctor Hu/i, before cardi- 
nal Colonna, who was elected pope, in 1417, and affumed 
the name of Martin V. The proétors edged excufes 
for the abfence of Hu/s, and declared they were ready to 
anfwor in his behalf: But the cardinal declared Mu/t 
contumacious, and excommunicated him accordingly. 

‘The proctors appealed to the pope, who appointed the 
cardinals of Aguilesa, Brancas, Venice, and Zabarella, to 
draw up the procefs of this whole affair. Thefe com« 
tmiffioners not only confirmed the judgement given by car~ 
dinal Colonna, but carried the matter much further; for 
they extended the excommunication, which had paffed 

inft Hufs, to all his difciples, and alfo to his friends. 
le was declared a promoter of hcrefy, and an interdi& 
3 wag. 
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was pronounced againft him. From thefe proceedings he 
appealed to a future council; and, notwithftanding the 
decifion of the four commiffioners, and his being expelied 
from the church of Bethlebem, he retired to Huffenitz, the 
place of his nativity, where he boldly continued to pro- 
tmulgate his dorine, both from the pulpit, and with the 


in. 

Poth letters which he wrote, about this time, are very 
numerous; and he compiled a treatife wherein he main- 
tained that the reading of the books of heretics cannot 
be abfolutely forbidden. He juftified Wickliffe’s book on 
the Trinity, and defended the charaGter of that Reformer 
againft a charge brought by one Stekes, an Englifoman, and 
others, who accufed him of difobedience. 

Ie is truth, and not opinion, which can travel through 
the world without a paflport. The glorious caufe of 
truth had been freely efpoufed by Hu/s, who undauntedly 
declaimed againft the clergy, the cardinals, and even 
againft the pope himfelf. He wrote a difcourfe to prove, 
that ae Sauls and tices of Sane ou hay) je Fc+ 

roved from the pulpit. ing the blood of Fefus 
Crit, which any retended to have as 2 reli he 
obferved, that Chrif, being glorified, took up with him 
all his own blood, and that Sere is no remain of it on 
earth ; as alfo that the greateft part of the miracles, which 
are reported about the apparition of his blood, are the 
frauds and impoftures of avaricious and defigning men. 
He maintained, that Fefus Chrift might be called bread : 
But he departed not from the doctrine of the church about 
the tranfubftantiation of the bread and wine into the 
body and blood of Fefus Chrif. But it is of {mall impor- 
tance with the church of Rome, in what particular points 
the judgements of men coincide with its doétrines, if the 
whole of the corrupt leaven be not implicitly fwallowed. 
And perhaps no points are held more facred by that bere- 
tical communion, than thofe which yield the moft abun-~ 
dant profit to the holy fee, falfly fo called. To attack 
the virtue of papal indulgences, is ftriking at the moft 
fundamental pillar of the popedom; and to deny the 
flock of merit, laid up in the church for public fale, is 
a damnable denial of the privileges of the clergy, to whom 
both heaven 2nd earth belong, under the difpofal of their 
peal, Chriff’s pretended vicar here below, Thefe mon-~ 

rous abufes, fome very few of that church have at~ 
tempted, as far as they dared, to cenfure.—And with re- 
Spett to Rome ittelf, a joumey thither would probably 
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effect more to prevent a perverfion from proteftantifm te 
Povery than a thoufand wordy arguments. ‘The wick- 
ednefs and vices of the clergy, in that city, {peak aloud 
for their principles. The review of thefe caufed Hilde- 
bert, archbilhop of Tours, fo long ago as the twelfth cen= 
tury, to characterize that famous mart of fouls in the fol« 
Jowing words : 


Urbs felix, f vel dominis urbs sla careret, 
Vel dominis effet turpe carere fide. 
That is, 

* Happy city, if ithad no mafters ; or if it were {canda- 
© lous for thofe mafters tobe unfaithful.” Zether ufed to 
fay, that ‘ for 1000 florins he would not but have been at 
* Rome,’ where he faw fo thoroughly into that fink of fin 
and {piritual abomination, that he abhorred the place and 
its profeffion all his life afterwards. He had been fent 
thither, in the early part of his life, in behalf of his con- 
vent. But to proceed : 

About the tine when Hu/s wrote the above difcourfes, 
Peter of Drefden was obliged to fly from Saxony, and feek 
a refuge at Prague, where he encouraged Facobelle of Mif- 
nia, a prieft of the chapel of St. Michael, to preach up 
the eftablifhment of the communion under the fpecies of 
wine. This opinion was embraced by doétor Hu/s and 
his followers, who began to preach, that the ufe of the cup 
was neceffary to the laity, and that the facrament fhould 
be adminiftered under kinds. Archbithop Stynto 
was incenfed at thefe proceedings, and applied to king 
Wenceflaus for affiftance, which that monarch refufed. 
The prelate then had recourfe to Sigifmund, king of Hua- 
gary, who promifed to come into Bobemia, and fettle the 
affairs of the church in that kingdom : But Séynko died in 
Hungary, before Sigifmund began his journey into Bohemia, 
Albicus fucceeded to the archiepifeopal fee of Prague, who 
permitted the Hufiites to continue their fermons ; and their 
do&rine became almof general. 

Door Hujr left his retirement, and returned to Prague, 
In 1412, at the time that pope Fehn XXIII. publithed 
the bulls againit Lacdifiews, king of Naples, whereby he 
ordered a croifade againft him, and granted indulgences to 
all thofe who undertook this war. ‘Thefe bulls were con- 
futed by doGtor Haji, who declaimed againft croifades and 
indulgences. The populace became animated by his ora- 
tions, and declared that pope Fobs was antichrift. The 
smagiftrates caufed fome of them to be apprehended, and 
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the reft took up arms to fet them at liberty; but they were 
pacitied by the magiftrates, who gave them folemn affur- 
ances that no injury fhould be done to the prifoners: 
however, they were privately beheaded in the judgement- 
hall. The blood which ran out from the place of exce 
cution difcovered the maffacre of thefe men to the com- 
mon people, whatook arms again, forcibly carried off the 
bodies of thofe that were exccuted, honourably interred 
them in the church of Bethichem, and reverenced them as 
martyrs. ¢ Haft (fays Mr. Gilpin) difcovered, on this 
© occafion, a true Chriftian {pirit. ‘The late riot had 
§ given him great concern; and he had now fo much 
* weight with the people, as to reftrain them from at 
“tempting any farther violence—whcreas, at the found 
© of a bell, he could have been furrounded with thou- 
* fands, who might have laughcd at the police of the city.” 

The magiftrates of Prague found it neceffary to publith 
their reafons for thefe rigorous proccedings againft the 
Huflites. They affembled many dodtors of divinity in 
their city, who drew up 2 cenfure of forty-five of Mick- 
Liff’s propofitions ; and, in their preface to it, they aflerted 
the authority of the pope, the cardinals, and the church 
of Rome; after which, they accufed the Huffites of fedi- 
tion. Doétor Hus wrote many books, and other difs 
courfes, againit the cenfure of thefe duéors, whom he 
called Pratorians. He maintained fome of the articles 
which they condemned ; particularly thofe concerning the 
liberty of preaching, the power of fccular princes over 
the revenues of ecclefiaftics, the voluntary payment of 
tythes, and the forfeiture that fpiritual and temporal lords 
make of their power, when they liye in mortal fin. 

Doétor Hufi wrote a jong treatife about the church, to 
confute the preface of that cenfure, in which he main= 
tains, that the church confifts of thofe only who are pree 
deftinate ; that the head and foundation of it is ‘Jefur 
Cbrift, that the pope and cardinals are only members of 
it, and the other bifhops are fuccedfors to the apoftles as 
well as they ; that no one isobliged to obey them, if their 
commands are not agreeable to the law of God; and that 
an excommunication, which is groundlefs, hath no effect, 
He particularly anfwered the writings of Stephen Paletz, 
Stanifiaus Zusima, and eight other doctors. He alfo caufed 
a writing to be fixed upon the church of Bethlehem, 
charging the clergy with thefe {fx errors: 

Firft, Of believing that the prieft, by faying mafs, be- 
comes the creator ofhis Cat Second, Of faying that 
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we ought to believe in the virgin, in a pope, and in the 
faints. ‘Third, That the priefts can remit the pain and 
guilt of fin. Fourth, That every one mutt obey his fupe~ 
Fiors, whether their commands be juft or unjuft. Fifth, 
‘That every excommunication, juft or unjuit, binds the 
excommunicate. The fixth relates to fimony. : 

He alfo wyote three large volumes againft the clergy ; 
the firft entitled, “* The Anatomy of the Members of An- 
“ tichrift.” The fecond, “ Of the kingdom of the 
* People, and the Life and Manners of Antichrift.” 
‘The third, ‘* Of the Abomination of Priefts, and carnal 
s* Monks, in the Church of Fefus Chrif.” Befides thefe, 
he wrote feveral other traéts on Traditions, the Unity of 
the Church, Evangelical Perfection, the Myftery of Ini- 
quity, and the Difcovery of Antichrift. ith what fur~ 
prizing fpirit, Strength of argument, and powerful judge~ 
ment, he wrote on thefe fubjects, may be well conceived 
by the amazing influence that his doétrines obtained. 

Wickliffe had advanced, * ‘That if a bifhop or pricft 
* thould give holy orders, or confecrate the facrament of 
© the altar, or minifter baptifm, whiles he is in mortal 
© fyn; it were nothing avaylable.’ ‘This was vindicated 
by doétor Hujs, who obferves, that the article confifts of 
three parts: Firft, Thatacivil or temporal lord is no lord, 
while he is in mortal fin: Secondly. hat a prelate is no 
prelate, while he is in mortal fin: ‘Thirdly, That a bifhop 

is no bithop, while he isin morta} fin. Both thefe divines 
taught fubjetion and obedience to princes: But Wickliffe 
afferted, that ‘ If temporal lords do wrongs and extor- 
* tions to the peopte, they ben tray to God and his 
* people, and tyrants of anti 2” And Hxfi corrobo- 
er this opinion, by thewing that it was held by St. 
filthy 

‘hough Febn Hu/t, and Ferom of Prague, fo far agreed 
with Wickliffe, that they oppofed the tyranny and corrup- 
tions of the pope and his clergy: Yet they were not of 
the fame opinion with relation to the eucharift, for neither 
of them ever oppofed the real prefence, and tranfubftan- 
tiation, as Wicéliffe had done. 

The great and noble Sir Fobn Oldcaftle, lord Cobham, 
had fpoken boldly in feveral parliaments againft the cor- 
ruptions of the Chriftian faith and worfhip, and had fre- 
quently reprefented to the kings Richard Il. Henry IV, 
and ary Ve the infufferable abufes committed by the 
clergy. ‘This nobleman, at the defire of doftor laf 
cauied all the works of Wiciliffe to be wrote out, and fa 
noe per 
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perfed in Bohemia, France, Spain, Portugal, and other parts 
of Europe. But that good man, who had wrote feveral 
difcourfes concerning a reformation of difcipline and 
manners in the church, was abandoned by Heary V. and 
fell a facrifice to the fury of the priefts. He was con- 
demned, in 1413, by the archbifhop of Canterbury as a 
heretic, and fent to the tower by the king, who had an 
affection for him. He efcaped from his confinement, and 
avoided the execution of his fentence till 1418, when he 
‘was taken, and burt hanging. His behaviour, at the 
time of his death, was great and intrepid. He exhorted 
the people to follow the inftrudctions, which God had given 
them in the Scriptures ; and admonifhed them to difclaim 
thofe falfe teachers, whofe lives and converfations were fo 
contrary to Chriff, and repugnant to hisicligion. Eng- 
dand was filled with fcencs of perfecution, which extended 
to Germany and Bohemia, where doctor Hufi, ani Ferom 
ne 4 ‘we, where marked out to fhare the fate of Sir ‘Jobs 
leaftle. 

The council of Conflance was affembled on the fixteenth 
of November, 1414, to determine the difpute between three 
perfons who cuntended for the papacy. There were, as 
attendants and members of this council (fays Mr. Fox), 
© archbifhops and bithops, 346; abbots and doctors, 5645 
© princes, dukes, earls, knights, and {quires, 16,0005 
© common women, 450; barbers, 600; muficians, cooks, 
« and jefters, 320.’ Bartholomew Coffa took the name of 
Fobn XXII : Angeli de Corare called himfelf Gregory X11: 
And Pedro de Luna was ftiled Benedi XII: But it was 

fobn, who fummoned doctor Hufs to appear at Conflance. 

‘he emperor Sigifmund, brother and fucceflor to Wen- 
éeflaus, encouraged Hufs to obey the fummons, that he 
might clear the Bobemsan nation from the imputation of 
herefy: And, as an inducement to his compliance, he fent 
him a paflport, with affurance of fafe conduét, whereb: 
he gave him permiffion to come freely to the council, an 
return from it again. 

Door Hufs caufed fome placarts to be fixed upon the 

ites of the churches in Prague, wherein he declared, 
that he went to the council to anfwer all the accufations 
that were made againft him; and that he was ready to 
sppear before the archbifhop, to hear his adverfaries, and 
juttify his innocence. He demanded of the bifhop of 
Nazareth, the inquifitor, whether he had any thing to pro- 
pofe againft him; from whom he received a favorable 
teftimony: But when he prefeated himéclf at the rent of 
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the archbifhop, who had called an affembly againft him, 
he was denied admiffion, When he departed from Pragus 
to repair to Conflance, he was accompanied by Wences, lord 
of Dunbar, and Fobn, lord of Chlum. Hufs made public 
declarations, in all the cities through which he pafled, 
that he was going to vindicate hinilf at Conftance, and 
invited all his adverfaries to be prefent. He arrived at 
Conflance on the third of November ; and foon after Ste~ 
phe Paletz came there as his adverfary, who was joined 
sy Michael of Caxfis. They declared themfelves his ac- 
cufers, and drew up a memorial againft him, which they 
prefented to the pope, and prelates of the council. 

Dodtor Hufs, twenty-fix days after his arrival, was or- 
dered to appear before the pope and cardinals, It hag 
been obferved, that his appearing there was by the em- 
peror’s own requeft: But, notwithftanding the fafe con: 
duct, he was no fooner come within the pope’s jurifdic- 
tion, than he was arrefted, and committed prifoner to 4 
¢hamber in the palace. This yiolation of common law 
and juftice was taken notice of by a gentleman, who urged 
the imperial fafe conduct: But the Pope obferved, that he 
never granted any fafe conduét, nor was be bound by 
that of the emperor, This infamous fynod aéted up to 
the fpirit of their own fayourite maxim, THaT No 
FAITH 18 TO BE KEPT WITH HERETICS. The emperor 
arrived at Conffance on the twenty-third of December, and 
pope Pgs fled from thence; as the council had refdlved, 
that he and his two rivals, Gregory and Bensdi@t, fhould 
diveft themfelves of all authority, that their competition 
might be fairly deciged, fchifm extirpated, and an uni- 
yerial Reformation of faith and manners enacted, with 
refpe@& both to the head and members of the church, 
The fourth feffion was held on the twenty-fixth of March 
1415, in which the powers of the council, independent 
of the pope, were re-acknowledged and ratified. The 
eighth feffion was held May the fifth, when the doétrines 
of Wickliffe were condemned as heretical in forty-five artie 
cles: And in the twelfth feffion, held the twenty-ninth 
of May, pope Fobn XXII- was depofed. 

The fathers of the -eonneil were ranged under five na- 
tions; Italy, France, y, England, and Spain, All 
matters, propofed in the council, were to be determined by 
the plurality of voices in each nation: But the cardinals, 
and their college, had their votes: And it was is 
that after the bufinefs had pafled through the di it 
committees, the full fate of the whole dhould be.mpde 
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the council, and that their decree fhould be formed upon 
the plurality of the votes of the nations, Robert Halam, 
pifhop of Salifbury, the bithop of Litchfield, and the abbot 
of St. Mary’s, in York, were members of this council for 
the Engl nation. 

The {pirie with which the council of Confance ated 
againft the popes ; their declaring themfelves as a council, 
and all councils to be above popes ; the rigour with which 
they executed their decrees, and the awiel form of their 
proceedings, are commendable. But to what did it all 
tend? Tono generous principle of love to God, or benc- 
volence to man. It only tranflated the feat of wicked 
power, The people were as much flaves to ignorance ; 
they were as much tied down to fuperftition; and they 
had as little the exercife of any one rational {entiment, as 
ever. This council a&ted the part of inquifitors: They 
ordered the remains of doctor Wickliffe to be dug up and 
burnt, ‘ with this charitable caution, if they might be 
« difcerned from the bodies of other faithful people. His 
« athes (Gays Fuller) were caft into the Swift; that brook 
© conveyed them into the 4ver; Aver into the Severn; 
© Severn into the narrow feas; they into the main ocean. 
* Thus the athes of Wickliffe are the emblems of his doc~ 
© trine, which is now difperfed all over the world.” 

Doétor Hufs was allowed to be a man of confequence, 
and reputation, in Bohemia: He was a great and good 
man, and a noble martyr to Chriffianity. His ac- 
cufers prefented a petition to the pope, containing 
the heads of the accufation which they had to propofe 
againft him, and requefted that commiffioners might be 
named to draw up his procefs. The patriarch of Conflan- 
tinaple, and two bifhops, were the perfons commiffioned, 
who heard many witnefles againft doGtor Hu/s, and or~ 
dered his books to be examined. While this procefs was 
drawing up, pope Feba efcaped from the emperor Sigi/- 
smund, who delivered Bef into the hands of the bifhop of 
Confiance, by whofe order he was confined in a caitle be- 
yond the "Rhine, near to Conffance. 

The council appointed the cardinals of Cambray, and 
St. Mark; the bithop of Doi, and the abbot of the Cifer- 
cians, to finifh the procefs againft doftor Hufs, and renew 
the condemnations againtt the dogtrine of Wickliffe, Soon 
after, they joined to thefe commiffioners a bithop for each 
nation, and granted a commiffion to cite Ferom of Prague, 
the companion and friend of doctor if, who was one of 
the principal preachers of this new tine. The Bobi 
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lity of Bebemia and Poland prefented a petition to the 
emperor and council, wherein they defired that doctor 
Hufs might be fet at liberty, as he had been feized and 
imprifoned contrary to the fafe conduét of bis imperial 
majelty. The Bohemians prefented 2 writing to the coun- 
cil, wherein they maintained, that the propofitions, which 
the enemies of Haft had drawn out of his books, were 
mutilated, and falfified, on purpofe to put him to death: 
They prayed the council to fet him at liberty, that he 
might be heard for himfelf, and offered to give bond for 
his appearance. The patriarch of Antioch anfwered, in 
the mame cf the council, that they could not fet Hujs at 
liberty ; but would fend for him, ‘and give him a favor- 
able hearing.” The lords of Bobemia addreffed the 
emperor, who bad fent him there to defend that kingdom 
from a charge of herefy, and was now one of his per+ 
fecutors. 

The fourteenth feffion was held on the fifth of Fune, when. 
it was refolved, that, before they fent for doctor Hus, the 
articles drawn out of his books fhould be examined, and 
condemned, even without hearing his vindication. This 
was fo ftrongly oppofed by the nobles of Bohemia, that 
the emperor told the council, they muft hear Hu/;, before 
they condemned him; upon which they fent for him, 
ordered him to acknowledge his books, and read the firft 
articles of his accufation. ‘Thefe were about thirty,* 
drawn from the writings of Wickliffe, and fome of them 
he freely admitted ; fuch as, * that there was one, only, 
* univerfal church, which is a colleétion of all the elect. 
© That the apoftie Paw! was never amember of the devil, 
“ which he proved from the teftimony of St. Augu/fin. 
* That a predeftinate perfon always continues 2 member 
© of the church 5 becaufe, though he may fometimes fall 
€ from that grace which is adventitious to him, yet never 
* from the grace of predeftination, ‘That no member of 
* the true church apoftatizes from it, hecaufe the grace 
© of God, which eftablithes him, never fails. That St, 
© Peter never was, nor is, the head of the catholic church, 
® becaufe this is the peculiar prerogative of Chrif. That 
* the condemnation of the forey-ve articles af Wickliffe 


® The Reader, who is defirous more particularly to examine the atts 
and proceedings againtt this good man, together with fome af his let 
tera to friends, may find them at large in the fir volume of Fox's 
da: ont tanger abe Sten & more minute, pase! he may perufe 
mn excellent hittory of he Zifta, written in A Very 
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© was irrational and unjuft. That there was no colour 
* of reafon, that there fhould be a fpiritual head always 
* vifibly converfant in the church, and governing it.’ 

Mr. ‘Toplady, in his very able performance, cntitled, 
Hiftoric Proof of the Dedtrinal Calvinijm of the Church of 
England, fates the following articles for which, amon, 
others, this excellent man was put to death. " There is 
<¢ but one holy, waiverfal, or catholic church, which is the 
“ pate ne company 4 ALL the PREDESTINATE. I do 
** confels,” faid Ax/s, “* that this propofition is mines 
* and fig) is confirmed by St. Auguffin upon St. John.” 

“© St, Paul was Naver any member of the devil, albeit 
X© that be committed and did certain adts like unto the a€fs of 
‘© the malignant church” [i.c. St. Paul prior to his conver= 
fion, aéted like a reprebate, though he was, fecretly, and 
in reality, oneof God’s elt]. “ And likewife St. Peter, 
« who fall into am horrible fin of perjury, and denial of bis 
© Mafter ; it was by the PERMISSION of God, that he might 
\« the mare firmly and flcadfafily rife again and be confirmed.” 
To this charge, Hujs replied, “ I anfwer, according to 
* St. Auflin, that it is expedient that the elect and pre~ 
“* deftinate fhould fin and offend*.”” 

‘© No part or member of the church doth depart, or fall 
“© away, at any time, from the body: Forfomuch as the chae 
“ rity of PREDESTINATION, which is the bond and chain of 
“* the fame, doth never fall.” oy erly “ This pro- 
« polition is thus placed in my As the reprobate of 
“© the charch procede out of the fame, and yet are not as parts 
“© or members of the fame; fora as no part or member of 
© the fame doth vINALLy fall away: Becaufe that the charity 
“© of PREDESTINATION, which is the bond and chain of the 
‘¢ fame, doth never fall away, This is proved by 1 Cor. 
‘© xiii, and Rom. viii, All things turn to 1, to them that 
§* Jove God: Alfo, 1 am certain that wither death nor life 
“* can feporate us from the charity and love of God, as it is 
“© more at large in the book.” 

Another article, objected againft him, was, his being 
of opinion that ‘* The pRepEsTINATE, although be be ast 
“* in the flate of grace according te the prefent juflice, yet is 
“« aways @ member of the xniverfal church.” He an- 
fwers: « Thus it is in the book, about the beginning of 


© Let not the reader imagine (favs Mr. Toplady) that 1 approve of 

‘the unguarded manner, pin ‘Mr. Hafs here expreifes hinfelf. I 

only give his anfwer, faithfully, as I find it. His meaning I doube 

not, was this; That, by the incomprehenfible alchymy of God's infi- 

aite wifdom, even moral evil isi all be finally over-ruled to capes 
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« the fifth chapter; where it is declared, that There be 
S¢ divers manners or forts of being in the church: For there 
“* are fome in the church, according to the mif-fhapen 
‘© faith; and other fome according te PREDESTINATION = 
* As Chriftians predeftinate, now in fin, sHALL RETURN 
“© AGAIN unto grace.” The good man added: ** Predef= 
‘© sination doth make a man member of the univerfal 
“© church; the which [j.¢. Predg/inaticn} isa preparation 
* of crace for the prefent, and of GLORY te come: And 
* not any degree of ” [outward] “ dignity, neither elec- 
«¢ tion of man” [or, one man’s defignation of another to 
fome office or ftation], * neither any fenfible fign” [i. e. 
Predsftination does not barely extend to the outward fignss 
or means of grace: But includes fomething more and 
higher]: ‘* For the traytor Fudas Jfcariot, notwithftand~ 
“Ing Chrif’s election” [or appointment of him to the 
apoftlethip » * and the val graces which were given 
«© him for his office of ‘ips and that he was reputed 
“© and counted of mena true apoftle of Fefus Chriffs yet 
*¢ was he no true difciple, but a Half covered in a fhecp’s 
© fkin, as St. Augu/tin faith.? 
© AREPROBATE man is never a member of the holy church, 
«« —I anfwer, It 13 in my book, with iufficient long pro- 
«* bation out of the xxvith Pfalm, and out of the vth 
S* chapter to the Epbefians: And alfo by St. Bernard's 
faying, The church of Jefus Chrift is mone plainly and 
evidently 113 BODY, than the bady which be delivered for 
us te death. 1 have alfo written, inthe fifth chapter of 
my book, that the boly church” (i.e. the outward, vifible 
church of profeffing Chriftians, here on earth] ‘* #5 the 
barn of the Lord, in which are both good and evil, prea 
‘© deftinate and reprobate: The good being as the goed corn, 
“© or grain; and the evil, as the chaff. And thereunto is 
“© added the expofition of St. Aufiin.”” 

Judas was NEVER a iru difciple of Jefus Chrift.—I 
« anfwer, and Idoconfefs the fame.—' dame out from 
“« amongft us, but they were none of us.—He knew, from the 
“© beginning, who they were that believed not, and foould betray 
< bim, 1d therefore I fay unto yeu, that none COMETH 
© ynto me, except it be a1vEN bim of my Father.” 

Such were fome of the allegations, brought again# this 
holy man by the council of Conflanct ; and fuch were his 
anfwers, when he flood on his public trial, as a lilly 
among thorns, or a theep in the midit of wolves. How 
eafy is it foraman to write ia defence of thefe ineftimable 
‘teuths, which (through the goodnefs of divine providence} 
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have now, in sur happy land, the fanction of national efta- 
blifhment! But with what invincible firength of grace 
was this adamantine faint endued, who bore his explicit, 
unfhaken teftimony to the faith, in the prefence and hear- 
ing of its worft foes, armed with all the terrific powers of 
this world ! 

+ Thefe are dogtrines which, even in the pureft ages of 
the church, have received countenance, and Hx/: boldly 
acknowledged them, But one circumftance bore more 
hard againit him, which was, wihing his fout ta be with tha 
happy (pirit of Wicklifz. Doétor Hufs had too generous, 
too open, a nature, todeny what he thought; nor did he 
imagine that life was worthy prevarication. He frecly 
confeffed, he was fo charmed with //ickliffe’s books, that 
he withed his fpirit might enjoy the fame fate with hig 
hereafter. A greut many other falfe and frivolous objec- 
tions were raifed againtt him, which he refuted with a 
manly eloquence ; and recommending himflf, and his 
caufe, to God, he was carried off. 

He was no tooner gone, than the emperor, whofe fub- 
jea& he was, and who fhewed a peculiar zeal in his fate, 
rofe, and told the aflembly, ‘ That, in his opinion, every 
* tenet he had then held, deferved death, That if he did 
* not abjure, he ought to be burnt: And that all his fole 
¥ lowers, efpecially ‘Ferom of Prague, fhould be exem- 
§ plarily punifhed. ut we are told, that the emperor 
and the cardinal of Chambre, exhorted daétor Hufs to 
fubmit to the decifion of the council. The next day, he 
was brought again before the aflembly, where cighty-nine 
articles were read to him, which were faid to be drawn 
out of his books, and he was advifed to abjure them all : 
But he reptied, that there were many of thofe propo. 
fitions which he had never maintained, and he was ready 
to explain his opinion regarding the others. Aftcr many 
difputes, he was fent back to prifon; and a refolution 
was then taken to burn him asa heretic, if he would not 
retract, 

The emperor, on the tenth of Fune, fent four vithops, 
and two lords, to the prifon, to prevail on Hu/s to make a 
recantation. But that pious divine, with truly Chriftian 
fimplicity, calied the great God to witness, with tears in 
his eyes, that he was not con{cious of having preached, or 
written, any thing againft the truth of God, or the faith 
of his orthodox church, The deputies then reprefented 
the great wifdom and authority of the council, ‘¢ Let 
them, faid Huji, fend the meaneft perfon that can con- 
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* vince me, by arguments, from the word of God, and 
« [ will fubmit my judgement to him.” This Chriftian 
and pious anfwer had no effect; becaufe he would not 
take the authority and learning of the council upon truft, 
without the leaft thadow of an argument offered ; and the 
deputies departed in high admiration of his obftinacy ! 

hile this good confeflor was in bonds, he wrote let- 
ters to incite his countrymen to perfevere in the dodtrines, 
he had taught; and exprefied his own firm refolution of: 
never departing from them while he had life. 

joctor Hu/t, on the feventh of Fuly, was conducted ta, 
the place where the fifteenth feffion of the council was 
held. He was required to abjure, which be refufed: And, 
the bifhop of Loxdi, in a. bloody, perfecuting fermon, 
about the deftruction of heretics, pronounced the prologue 
of his fate, by exhorting the emperor, who feemed ready, 
enough of himfelf, to exterminate the growing herefy, 
shat (as he was pleafed to pervert the fcripture) the body, 
of fin might be defrayed. He told Sigifmund, * that he 
* ought to deftroy all errors and herefics, and efpeciall: 
€ the obftinate heretic Hu/s before him, fince by his 
© wickednefs and mifchief, many Places of the world were. 
© infeGted with moft peftilent and heretical poifon, and, 
by his means and occafion, almoft utterly {ubverted and 
« deftroyed. And that then the emperor’s praifes would, 
be celebrated for evermore, for having overthrown fuch 
€ and fo great enemies of the faith.’ A moft honorable 
teftimony for doctor Hujs from the traducing mouth of a 
virulent adverfary! In fine, the proctor J the council 
demanded that the procefs againft Hu/: fhould be finithed 
the condemned articles of Wickliffe were read, and the 
thirty articles alledged againft Hu/:, who explained ‘fome, 
and defended others. Many other articles of accufation 
were alfo read, which were proved by witnefles againft him. 
His fate was determined, his vindication difregarded, and 
judgement was pronounced. His books were thereby 
condemned, and he was declared a manifeft heretic, con-. 
vided of having taught many herefies and pernicious 
errors; of having defpifed the keys of the church, and 
ecclefiaftical cenfures ;° of having feduced and given fcan- 
dal to the faithful by his obftinacy ; and of having rafhly 
appealed to the tribunal of Chripe The council, there- 
fore, cenfured him for being obftinate and incorrigible, and. 
ordained, * That he ould be degraded from the. prieft- 
* hood, his books publicly burnt, and himfelf delivered 
© to the feculas power.’ ” ns Vpeisae a0 ck 
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Doétor Huf; heard this fentence without the leaft emo. 
tion, He kneeled down, with his eyes lifted towards 
heaven, and faid, with all the (pirit of primitive martyr- 
dom, * May thy infinite mercy, O my God, pardon this 
{* injuftice of my enemies. Thou knoweft the injuttice 
* of their accufations : How deformed with crimes I have 
«© been reprefented ; how] have been appreffed by worth- 
« lefs witnefies, and an unjuft condemnation: Yet, O 
$* my God, let that mercy of thine, which no tongue can 
“ exprefs, prevail with thee not to avenge my wrongs.” 
Thefe excellent fentences were fo many expreffions of 
treafon againft the trade of prieftcraft, and confidered as 
fuch by the narrow-minded affiftants. The bithups ap- 
pointed by the council ftript him of his prieftly garments, 
degraded him from his prieftly funétion and univerfie; 
degrees, and put a mitre of paper on bis head, on whic! 
devils were painted, with this infcription, in great letters, 
$ A RING-LEADER OF HERETICS.’ Our heroic martyr 
received this mock-mitre, fmiling, and faid, ** It was lefs 
‘© painful than a crown of thorns.” A fercnity, a joy, 
a compofure, appeared in his looks, which indicated that 
his foul had cut off many ftages of tedious journey, in her 
way to the point of stems) Je and everlafting peace. 

The bithops delivered J A to the emperor, who put 
him into the hands of the duke of Bavaria, His booke 
were burnt at the gate of the church, and he was led to 
the fuburbs to be burnt alive. Prior to his execution, 
Mr. Hufs made his folemn appeal to God, from the judge~ 
ment of the pope and council, In this appeal (the whole 
of which would well repay the rcader’s perufal,) he again 
repeats his affured faith in the doctrine of election, where 
he celebrates the willingnefs with which Chri? vouch- 
fafed, ‘* By the moff bitter and ignominious death, te REDEEM 
S* the cuitpnen of Gop, CHOSEN uerore THE 
‘© FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, from sverlafling dam- 
© nation.” When he came to the place of execution, he 
fell on his knees, fang portions of pfalms, looked ftead- 
faftly towards heaven, and repeated thefe words: ** Into 
“ thy hands, O Lord, do I commit my fpirit; thou haft 
$© redeemed me, O moft good and faithful God. Lord 
“ Fefus Chrift, afift and help me, that with a firm and 
$* patient mind, by thy moft powerful grace, I may un- 
‘© dergo this moft cruel and ignominious death, to which 
‘« Tam condemned for preaching the truth of thy moft 
“* holy gofpel.”” When the chain was put about him at 
the flake, he faid, with a fmiling countenance, + My 
; 2 * Lore 
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#© Lord Fefus Chri? was bound with a harder chain than 
$© this for my fake; and why fhould I be afhamed of thig 
$ old rufty one?” When the faggots were piled up tq 
his very neck, the duke of Bevarza was officious enough 
to defire him to abjyre. “+ No, fays Hu/t, I'never preached 
* any dodtrine of an evil tendency ; and what I taught 
S with my lips, 1 now feal with my blood.” He faid to 
the executioner, * Are iy going to burna gafe? In 
* one century, you will have a fan you can neither 
$* roaft nor boil.” If he was prophetic, he muft have 
meant Luther, who had a fwan for his arms, The flames 
‘were then applied to the faggots, when the martyr fang 
ahymn with fo loud and chearful a voice, that he was 
heard through all the cracklings of the combuttibles, and 
the noife of the multitude. At laft his voice was cut 
fhort, after he had uttered, ‘* Fefus Chri#, thou Son of 
© the living GOD, have mercy upon me;” and he wus 
gonfumed in a moft miferable manner, The duke of 
Bovaria ordered the executioner to throw all the martyr’s 
cfoaths into the flames: After which, his afhes were care~ 
fully collcéted, and caft into the RAine. 
ile doctor Hufs was in prifon, he wrote fome trea~ 
tifes about the commands of God, of the Lord's prayer 
of mortal fin, of marriage, of the knowledge and toe o! 
God, of the three enemies of man, and the feven mortal 
fins, of repentance, and of the facrament of the body and. 
blood of Chrif. Healfo drew up a little piece about the 
communion in both kinds, He wrote an anfwer to the 
propofitions drawn out of his books, which had been 
communicated tohim: And he prepared three difcourfes 5 
one about the fufficiency of the law of Fefus Ghri/t; ano~ 
ther toexplain his faith about the laft articles of the creed, 
and the third about peace. All thefe treatifes were printed 
in one volume at ‘Naremburg in 1558: As alfo a fecond 
yolume containing a harmony of the four evangelifts, with 
moral notes ; many fermons; a commentary upon the firft 
feven chapters of the firft epiftle to the Corinthians ; com~ 
mentaries upon the feven canonical epifties, the cixth 
pfalm, and thofe following to the cxixth; and feveral 
other pieces, which, if were not altogether correct, 
muft be imputed to the reigning darknefs of the times, 
and to his inceflant conflis with the fons of Rome, 
This great martyr, as well as his friend Ferom, may be 
confidered, in fome meafure, as dying for the principles 
of Wickliffe, ot rather the principles of the gofpel, tranf- 
pitted to them from Zagland, To preferve the ama of 
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this excellent man, the feventh of July was, for many years, 
held facred among the Bohemians. In fome places large 
fires were lighted in the evening of that day upon the moun- 
tains, to preferve the memory of his fufferings ; round 
which the country-people would affemble, and fing hymns. 

Asa fpecimen of the compofed fpirit of this excellent 
martyr, in the midft of this virulent perfecution, we will 
fubjoin one of his letters, -which he wrote from the prifon, 
to his friends in Bobemia. 

“ My dear friends, let ime take this laft opportunity of 
* exhorting you to truft in nothing here; but to give 
*¢ yourfelvcs up entirely to the fervice of GOD. Well 
“¢ gam I authorized to warn you not to truft in princes, 
“nor in any child of man, for there is uo help in them. 
& GOD only remaineth fteadfaft, What x promifeth, 
© he will undoubtedly perform. As to myfclf, on his 
‘© gracious promife I reft. Having endeavoured to be his 
«« faithful fervant, I fear not being deferted by him. 
%° Where I am, Says the gracious Promifer, there fall my 
"* fervant be.—May the GOD of heaven preferve you ! 
«This is probably the Jaft letter I fhall bo enabled to 
“* write. I have reafon to believe, I fhall be called upon 
“© to-morrow to anfwer with my life Sigifmund hath, in 
“ all things, aéted deceitfully, I pray, GOD forgive 
‘© him! You have heard in what fevere language he bath 
* fpoken of me.” . 

‘There are f-veral other tettcrs in Fox’s aéts and monu- 
ments, in old Engl ; to which we mult refer our Readers, 
‘They all breathe the fame fpirit of piety, firmnefs, and 
inward confolution. 
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REAT were the commotions, which prevailed in 
the world, about the time of the promulgation of 
the gofpel in Germany. The wrath had every kind of 
prejudice to encounter ; nor did the kingdom of darknefs 
yield to its power without violent ftruggles and diforder. 
And all proteftants, who are proteftants indeed, and who 
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know the grace of GOD and his gofpel, have reafoh i 
blefs that wonderful providence, by which many of ‘thé 
Buropean nations were delivered from the groffet darknefs 
and ignorance, and by which indecd even popith nations 
have been led to the revival of knowledge, and to difdain 
in part the blind fubmiffion, they once univerfally thewed, 
to the corrupted fee of Rome. 

‘om_of Prague was the companion and co-martyr of 
dodtor Hufs, to whom he was inferior in experience, age, 
and authority ; but he was efteemed his fuperior in all 
polite and liberal endowments. He was born at Pragus, 
and educated in that univerfity, where he was admitted 
mafter of arts; and promoted the doctrine of Wickliffe int 
conjundtion with Hu/t, He travelled into moft of the 
ftates of Europe, and was every where efteemed for his 
happy elocution, which gave him great advantages in the 
fchools, where he promoted what Fp had advanced; 
The univerfities of Paris, Cologne, and Heidelberg, con- 
ferred the degree of maftcr of arts upon him, He is faid 
alfo to have had the degree of mafter of arts conferred 
upon him at Oxford; but it is certain, that he commenced 
dodtor in divinity, in the year 1396. He began to publith 
the fame dogrine with do&or Hujft ‘in 1408, and it is 
averred, that he had a greater thare of learning and fub= 
tilty than his excellent friend, However that may be, 
the council of Conflance kept a very watchful eye upon 
him, and eftcemed him to be a very dangerous perfon ta 
the interefts of Rome. While he was in England, and 
moft probably when at Oxford, he copied out the books 
of Wickliffe, and returned with them to Prague, By that 
great man’s evangelical writings, it pleafed GOD to 
‘work upon him, and upon his friend doftor Hu/, to the 
acknowledgement of his truth. England, therefore (a8 
we obferved in the life of Wickliffe) may claim the honor 
of beginning the Reformation ; and may it be the laft 
country upon earth to lofe it! At prefent, it muft be 
owned, fuch is the national corruption of manners, the 
prevailing luxury of the times, and the practical atheifin 
and irreligion of many among us, that it will be through 
GOD’s mercy, if we are not confumed by his judge- 
ments, and given up for a prey to our enemies, =~ 

‘SJerom was cited before the council of Con/fance, on the 
feventeenth of April, 1415, when his friend doctor Hufs 
was confined ina caftle near that city. He arrived at Con- 

ance in the fame month, when he was informed how his 
friend had been treated, and that be alfo would be fal = 
pon 
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Upon which, Ferem retired to Jberlingen, an impetial city, 
from whence he wrote to the emperor and council to de- 
fire a fafe conduct; and one was prefented to him, which 
gave him permiffion to come, but not toreturn. He then 
caufed a proteftation to be fixed up, wherein he declared, 
that he would appear before the council to jultify himfelf, 
if a proper fafe conduct was granted : And he demanded 
of the Bohemian lords an aét of his declaration. After 
this, he began his journey to return into Bohemia: But 
he was ftopt at Hirfchaw, by the officers of Folin the fon 
of prince Clement, count Palatine, who had the govern- 
ment of Suitzbach; And Lewis, another fon of the fame 
prince, carried Ferom to Confrance, where he was to anfwer 
the fame accufation as had been exhibited againft doctor 
#ufs, who was martyred on the feventh of Fay. 

‘rom bad many friends at the council, who bore him 
great affeGtion, and tried all they could to bring him to 
a recantation ; as they were convinced he had no profpeck 
of efcaping if he took his trial, becaufe the emperor had 
declared that he fhould be exemplarily punifhed. His 
friends prevailed, and he was brought before the council, 
in the nineteenth feffion, held the twenty-third of Sep- 
tember, when he read 2 public abjuration of his doctrines, 
thinking thereby to elude his profecution. 

In this retra&tation, he is faid to have anathematized 
the dodrines of Wickliffe and Hufs; to have protefted, 
that he was of the fame fentiments with the Remifs church 5 
and to have profeffed, that he would follow its dodtrinc, 
particularly about the keys, the facraments, the orders, 
the offices, and the cenfures of the apoftolic fee; as alfo 
concerning indulgences, the relics of faints, ecclefiaftical 
liberty, and the ceremonies. It is farther faid, that he 
thereby approved the condemnation of the articles which 
the council prefcribed; acknowledged they were faithfully 
extraéted from the works of Hu/t, and hat he was juftly 
condemned. But he was carried back to prifon, notwith- 
ftanding this recantation, and was accufed of infincerity. 
‘New articles of accufation were brought againft him, and 
it was alledged, that it would be dangerous to fet him at 
liberty. He immediately repented of his abjuration, and 
of condemning Hujs. He red audience of the coun- 
cil, and was twice heard in the general congregations held 
in May, 1416, when one hundred and feven heads of accu- 
fation were propofed againft him, which he endeavored 
to anfwer, and made an oration, wherein he declared that 
he repented: of -his recantation, and of having approved 
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the condemnation of Wickliffe and Hef. Dupinalfo faye, 
that the fathers of the council were fully fatiefied of his 
relapfe, and fent for him to the twenty-firft feffion, held 
the thirtieth of Sey. The bifhop of Londi, who preached 
the fermon previous to the condemnation of Haj, now 
preached another to ufher in the fate of ten When 
the fermon was ended, the , unjultly Rigmatized 
a heretic, declared he ftill perfifted Ta his laft retra@ation, 
and told them, that they would condemn him wickedly 
and unjuftly. But (fays he) after my death, I will leave 
a fing in your confcience and 2 nail in your hearts, 
RT CITO VOS OMNES, UT RESPONDEATIS MIHI CORAM 
ALTIS9IMO ET JUSTISSIMO JUDICE, POST CRNTUM AN= 
nog: That is, “I cite you all to anfwer to me before 
« the moft high and the moft juft Judge, within a hun= 
dred years.” He was then condemned as a heretic 
Yelapfed, delivered’ over to the fecular power, and led 
away to death, which he endured with great conftancy. 
Such is the account given by the popifh writers: But 
the Florentine fecretary, Poggius, who wag a {pectator of 
all he relates, and gave a account of the matter to 
Aritin the pope’s fecretary, ‘is moft circumftantial and 
impartial in his relation of this affair. He tells us, (as 
we thal fee below) that 2s Ferem was returning to Babee 
mia, be was brought back to Conflance by the duke of 
Bavaria; and, the next day, carried as a prifoner before 
the council, where it foon appeared, that his abjuration 
had flipt from him in an unguarded hour through the 
weaknefs of the fichh, Poggixs, who was onc of the beit 
judges of the age, afferts, that Ferem fpoke with fuch = 
wicknefs of fentiment, fuch a dignity of expreffion, and 
juch ftrength of argument, that he fcemed to equal the 
nobleft of the antient compofitions. When fome mem- 
bers of the council called out to him to put in his an- 
fwers, he told the aflembly, that the objections againkt 
him were the effects of prepofleffion and prejudice: ‘That, 
therefore, in juftice, they thould permit bim to lay open, 
the whole tenor of his doGtrine, ife, and converfation, 
whereby he could indubitably weaken and invalidate ali 
the prepofleffions, which ignorant zeal and open malice 
had’ rendered too ftrong againft him in his unhappy con- 
dition, He wag told, te could not expe& fuch indul- 
gence. This exhaufted his patience, and he exclaimed 
to the whole affembly in thefe terms. ‘* What barbarity- 
Sis ‘this? For three hundred and forty days have I been 
46 thiough all-the variety of prifons.” These is not a. 
cord i mifery- 


JEROM or PRAGUE. 5x 


* mifery, there is not a want, that I have not ‘ienced. 
“© To my enemies you have allowed the ful feope of 
* accufation: To me you deny the leaft opportunity of 
“6 defence. Not an hour will you indulge me in pre- 
“ paring my trial. You have {wall the blackeft 
6 calumnies againft me. You have reprefented me as a 
“* heretic, without knowing what is my doétrine ; 28 an 
“© enemy to the faith, before you knew what faith I pro- 
“© feffed ; and as a perfecutor of priefts, before you could 
* have any opportunity of underftanding my fentiments 
** on that head. You are a general council: “In you 
** center all that this world can communicate of gravity, 
** wifdom, and fandtity: But ftill you are men, and men 
“* are feducible by appearances. The higher your chase 
“© racer is for wildom, the greater ought your care to be 
not to deviate into folly. The caufe I now plead is 
“ not my own caufe: It is the caufe of men; it is the 
“€ caufe of Chriftiana; it is the caufe which is to affed 
“* the rights of pofterity, however the experiment is to 
“* be made in my perfon.” The bigotted part of the 
affembly confidered this fpeech as poifon to the cars of 
the auditors: But many of the members were men of 
tafte and learning, who were favorably inclined to the 
prifoner, and pitied him in their hearts, though a ree 

Taint was on their tongues. 

‘Yorem was obliged to give way to their authority, and 
to hear his charge read, which was reduced under thefe 
heads; * That he was a derider of the papal dignity, an 
© oppofer of the pope, an enemy of the cardinals, fo 
* fecutor of the prelates, and a hater of the Chriftian 
© religion.” He anfwered this charge with an amazing 
force of elocution, and ftrength of argument. ‘* Now, 
ss frye he, wretch that I am! whither fhal) I turn me? 
« To my accufers! My accufers are as deaf as adders, 
“ To you my judges ! ‘ou are prepoffeffed by the arts 
S© of my accufers.” -We are told by Poggius, that ‘Ferem 
in all he fpoke, faid nothin; babecoming a great and wife 
man: And he candidly afferts, that, if what Ferem faid 
‘was true; he was not only free from capital guilt, buc 
from the fmalleft blame. 

The trial of Ferem was brought on the third day after 
his accufation, and witneffes were examined isi fupport of 
the charge. The prifoner was prepared for-his defence 5 
which will appear almoft incredible, when it is confidered 
that he had been three hundred and forty days fhut up in 
a dark offenfive dungeon, sotved of day-light, food, and 
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fleep. His {pirit foared above thefe difadvantages, under 
which a man lefs enabled, muf have funk; nor was be 
more at a lofe for quotations from fathers and antient 
authors, than if he had been furnithed with the fines 
library in Europe, 

Many of the zealots and bigots of the aflembly were 
againft his being heard, as they knew what effcét clo~ 
quence is apt to have on the minds even of the moft pre- 
judiced. However, it was carried by the majority that 

¢ fhould have liberty to proceed in his defence, whjch 
he began in fuch an exalted ftrain of moving elocution, 
that the heart of obdurate zeal was feen to meit, and the 
mind of fuperftition feemed to admit a ray of conviction. 
He made an admirable diftin€tion between evidence as 
refting on faéts, and as fupported by malice and calumny. 
He laid before the affembly the whole tenor of- his life 
and conduét, which he owned had been always open and 
unreferved, He juitly obferved, that the greateft and 
moft holy men have been known to differ in points of 
{peculation, with a view to diftinguifh truth, not to keep 
it concealed. And he then exprefled a noble contempt of 
all his enemies, who would have induced him to retract 
the caufe of religion and truth. He next entered on a bigh 
encomium upon doctor qe Hufi; and declared he was 
ready to follow him in the glorious tra& of martyrdom. 
He was (faid Ferm) a good, just and holy man, and very 
unworthy of the death which he fuffered. He knew him, 
from his youth upward, to be neither fornicator, drunkard, 
nor addicted to any kind of vice; on the contrary, he was 
a chafte and fober man, and a faithful and true preacher 
of the blefled gofpel. That, with refpeét to himfelf, 
whatfoever things Wickliffe and Hujs had written, and 
efpecially againff the pomp and pride of the clergy, he 
would adim to his lateft breath, that they were holy and 
bleffed men, and that nothing fo much troubled his con~ 
{cience as the fin, which he committed by his recantation 
in {peaking againft them, which recantation he utterly 
abjured and abhorred from the bottom of his heart. He 
added, that he could not help faying, with his -dying 
breath, it was certainly impious that the patrimony of 
the church, which, was originally intended for the pur- 
pofe of charity and univerfal benevolence, fhould be prof 
tituted to the ipft of the flefh, and the pride of the eye, 
in whores, feafts, foppith veftments, and other reproaches 
to the name and profeffion of Chriftianity. The 
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‘The prifoner received many interruptions from the 
impertinence of fome, and the inveteracy of others: But 
he anfwered every one with fo much readinefs, and viva- 
city of thought, that, at laft, they were afhamed, and he 
was permitted to finith hisdefence. His voice was fweet, 
clear, and fonorous; pliable to captivate every paffion, 
and able to conciliate every affe@tion, which he knew 
how to do with wonderful ‘aadrefs. He was admired by 
his enemies, and compaffionated by his friends: But he 
received the fame fentence that had been pafled upon his 
martyred friend; and, Poggius fays, the aflembly con- 
demned him with great reluctance. 

‘The fame author tells us, that Ferem had two da 
allowed for his recantation ; and that the cardinal of ¥ 
rence ufed all the arguments he could for that effect, 
which were ineffectual. The Reformer was refolved to feal 
his doétrine with his blood; he could not be feduced to 
make another retraGtation ; and he fuffered death with all 
the magnanimity of Hufs. He embraced the ftake to 
which he was faftened, with the peculiar malice of wet 
cords. When the executioner went behind him to fet 
fire to the pile, ‘© Come here, faid the martyr, and kindle 
“© it before my eyes; for if I dreaded fuch a fight, 1 
“« fhould never have come to this place, when I had @ 
“* free opportunity to efcape.” The fire was kindled, 
and he then fung a hymn, which was foon finithed by the 
incircling flames. 

He cried out feveral times, Ja manus tuas, Domine, com- 
mende fpiritum meum; i.e, “ Into thy hands, O Lord, I 
“© commend my fpirit.” His laft words, which could be 
heard were; “ O Lord GOD, the Father Almighty, 
«* have mercy upon me, and jive all my fins: Thou 
“* knoweft, with what fincerity I have loved thy truth.” 
He appeared to endure much by the fire for the fpace of a 
quarter of an hour, all the while feeming, by the motion 
of his lips, to pray within himfelf. After he was dead, 
his bed, cloaths, and the other things he had with himin 
pier wee thrown into the fire and soalened wit him. 

inally, the afhes were gathered together, a into 
the river Rébine, which runs clofe by the city. 

We cannot conclude this account of Ferem, without 
annexing at large the moft honorable teftimony given of 
him by Poggius of Florence, an adverfary and the é 
of twa popes, and confequently not a more favorable tefti- 
mony than truth itfelf compelled. We copy it from Mr. 
Gilpir’s valuable and elegant hiftory of Feren; whole Me 
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Of Zifea, the great General of the Bobemiens, is an 2dmi+ 
rable performance. : 

* A Letter from Poggius of Florence to Leonard Aratin, 


© In the midft of 2 fhort excurfion into the country, I 
© wrote to our common friend ; from whom, I doubt not, 
© you have had an account of me. 

* Since my return to Cenxfance, my attention hath been 
© wholl cageged by Ferom, the Bobomian heretic, as he 
© is called, The eloquence, and learning, which this 
« perfon bath employed in his own defence are fo extraor~ 
© dinary, that I cannot forbear giving you a fhort ac~ 
count of him. 

© To confefs the truth, I never knew the art of fpeak- 
$ ing carried fo near the model of antient eloquence. I¢ 
® was indeed amazing to hear with what force of expref- 
* fion, with what fluency of language, and with what 
© excellent reafoning he anfy his adverfaries ; nor 
© was I lefs ftruck with the gracefulnefs of his manner 5 
© the dignity of his aétion; and the firmnels, and con- 
© ftancy of his whole behaviour, It grieved me to think 
* fo great a man was labouring under fo atrocious an ac~ 
© cufation. Whether this accufation be a juft one, God 
* knows: For myfelf, Lenquire not into ‘the merits of 
$ its reiting fatisfied with the decifion of my fuperiors, 
© —But I will juft give you a fummary of his trial. 

* After many articles had been proved againft him, 
* leave was at length given him to anfwer each in its or- 
« der. But Fors long refuled, ftrenuoufly contending, 
© that he had many things to fay previoufly in his defence; 
© and that be ought to be’ in general, before he 
$ defcended to particulars.—When this was over-ruled, 
“ Here, faid he, ftanding in the midf of the affembly, 
here is juitice; here is equity. Befet by my enemies, 
« T am already pronounced a ic: T am condemned, 
“ before I am examined. Were you gods omnifcient, 
4 inftead of an affembly of fallible men, you could not 
«6 a& with more fufficiency.—Error is the lot of mortals ; 
*€ and you, exalted as are, are fubje to it. But 
S confider, that the hi you are exalted, of the more 
dangerous confequence are errors.—As for me, 
© I know I am a wretch goat notion: But at 
“ hiert fonder, that an unjuft ions in fuch an af- 
* fembly, will be of dangerous example.” 

<The and much more, he fpoke itt great cle ce 
. in the mid& of & very unrul indecent 
language, y Barely  alembly t 
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© aflembly : And thus far at leaft he prevailed; the coun 
t cil ordered, thet he thould firf anfwer objections; and 
* promifed that he fhould then have liberty to ipeak/ 
© Accordingly, all the articles alledged againft him were 
© publicly read; and then proved; after which he was 
* afked, whether he had aught to obje&? Itis incredible 
“with what acutenefs he anfwered; and with what 
® amazing dexterity he warded off every ftroke of his ad= 
“ verfaries. Nothing efcaped him: Hit whole behaviour 
* was truly great and pious. If he were indeed the man 
* his defence {poke him, be was fo far from meriting 
* death, that, in my judgement, he was not in any degree 
« culpable.—In a word, he endeavoured to prove, that 
* the greater part of the charge was purely the invention 
* of his adverfaries.— Among other things, being accufed 
© of hating and defaming the holy fee, the pope, the car- 
© dinals, the prelates, an the whole eftate of the clergy, 
* he firetched out his hands, and faid, in a moft moving 
* accent, ** On what fide, reverend fathers, thal] I turn 
¢ for redrefs ? whom fhall I implore? whofe affiftance 
can T expeét? which of you hath not this malicious 
‘* charge entirely alienated from me? which of you hath 
‘© it nor ‘changed from a judge into an inveterate enemy 2 
«© —[t was artfully alledged indeed | Though other pares 
“ of their charge were of lefs moment, my accufers 
«© might well imagine, that if this were fattened on me, 
“© it could not fail of drawing upon me the united in- 
«© dignation of my judges.” 

* On the third day of this memorable trial, what had 
bd ‘was recapitulated ; When Jerom, having obtained 
“ leave, though with fome difficulty, to fpeak, an his 
© oration with a prayer to God; whofe divine 
® he pathetically implored. He then obferved, that many 
© excellent men, in the annals of hiftory, bad been op- 
5 prefled by falfe witnetles, and scoaemnes Uy. genjuft 
* ju inning with profane hii > he inftance 
‘ theedeath of! Socrates, the captivity of Plate, the banith- 
© ment of Anaxagoras, and the unjuft fufferings of many 
* others: He then inftanced the many wortbies of the 
* Old Teftament, in the fame circumftances, Mofer. To- 
« Jeph, Danis, and aloft all the propbets; and laitly 
* thofe of the New, Jobs the iff, St. Bi and 
‘others, who were condemned as seditious, profane, or 
* immoral men. An unjuft judgement, he faid, od 
‘.ing from a layic was bad; from a pric, work, Mill 
© worfe from a college of pricfts; and from a general 
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council, fuperlatively bad.——-Thefe things he fpokd 
with fuch force and emphafis, as kept every one’s atten« 
tien awake. © ‘ 
© On one point he dwelt ly. As the merits of the 
caufe refted entirely upon the credit of witneffes, he 
took great pains to thew, that very little was due'to 
thofe produced againft him. He had many objedtions 
to them, particularly their avowed hatred to him; the 
fources of which he fo palpably laid open, that he mate 
a rong impreffion upon the minds of his hearers ; and 
not a little fhook the credit of the witnefles. The 
whole counci! was moved, and greatly inclined to pity, 
if not to favour him. He that he came uncom 
pelled to the council; and that neither his life nor doc-, 
trine. had. been fuch, as gave him” the leaft reafon to 
dread an appearance before them. Difference of opi- 
nion, he faid, in matters of faith had ever arifen among 
learned men; and was always efteemed productive of 
truth, rather than of error,. where bigotry was laid 
afide.. Such, he faid, was the difference between 4u/- 
tin and: Ferom: And. though their opinions were not 
© only different, but contradi 'y yet the imputation of 
© herefy was never fixed on either. 
‘ Every one expedted that he wouid now either retract 
* his errors, or at leaft apologize for them: But nothing 
* of the kind was heard from him: He declared plainly, 
¢ that he had nothing to retraé&t. He Jaunched out into 
© an high encomium of Hxfs; calling him a holy man 5 
© and lamenting his cruel, and unjuft death. He had 
© armed himfelf, he faid, with a full refolution to follow 
© the fteps of that blefled ; and to fuffer with con- 
* ftancy whatever the malice of his enemies could inflict. 
“© The perjured witneffes, (faid he) who have appeared 
‘© againft me, have won their caufe: But let them re- 
“ member, they have their evidence once more to give 
* before a tribunal, where falfhood can be no Bifguit, 
© It was impoffible to hear this pathetic {peaker with- 
out emotion. Every ear was captivated; and every 
pet Late sekPE ved spony tind were at 
le threw himfelf beyond a ili mercy. Bray- 
ing death, he even provoked the veagrance, which was 
banging over him. ‘* If that. holy ‘martyr, (faid he, 
s* fpeaking of Hufs) ufed the clergy with difrefpect, his 
“§ cenfures were not levelied at as priefts, but as” 
‘6 wicked men. He faw with indignation thofe reve- 
sa $© gues, 
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© pues, which had been for charitable ends, 
6 expended upon pageantry riot.”* 
© Through this whole oration he thewed a moft amaz- 
ing ftrength of memory. He had been confined almoft 
ayear in a cuneron: The feverity of which ufage he 
complained of, but in the language of a great and 
man. In this horrid place, he was deprived of 
ks and paper, Yet notwithftanding this, and the 
conftant anxiety, which muft have hung over him, he 
was at no more lofs for proper authorities, and quota- 
tions, than if he had {pent the intermediate time at 
Jeifure in his ftudy. 
* His voice was fweet, diftiné, and full: His aGtion 
every way the moft proper, either to exprefs indigna~ 
tion, or to raife pity; though he made no affected ap- 
plication to the paifions of his audience. Firm, and 
intrepid, he ftood before the council; collected in him- 
felf; and not only contemning, but feeming even de- 
firous of death. ‘The greateft character im antient ftor; 
could not poflibly go beyond him. If there is any juf- 
ticé in hiftory, this man will be admired by all pofte- 
rity.——I fpeak not of his errors: Let thefe reft with 
him. What I admired was his learning, his eloquence, 
and amazing acutenefs. God knows whether thefe 
things were not the ground-work of his ruin, 
© Two days were allowed him for reflection; during 
which time many perfons of confequence, and particu- 
larly my lord cardinal of Florence, endeavoured to bring 
him to a better mind. But perfifting obftinately in his 
errors, he was condemned as 2 heretic. 
“ With a chearful countenance, and more than ftoical 
conftancy, he met his fate; fearing neither death itfelf, 
nor the horrible form, in which it appeared. When he 
came to the place, he pulled off his upper garment, 
and made a fhort prayer at the ftake; to which he was 
foon after bound with wet cords, and an iron chain; 
and inclofed as high as his breaft with faggots. 
© Obferving the executioner about to fet fire to the 
© wood behind his back he cried out, ‘ Bring thy torch 
“hither. Perform thy office before my face. Had I 
€ feared death, I might have avoided it.” 
© As the wood began to blaze, he fang an hymn, which 
© the violence of the flame fcarce interrupted. 
© Thus died this prodigious man. The epithet is not 
* extravagant, I was myfelf an eye-witnels of his whole 
I * behaviour. 
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© behaviour, Whatever his life may have been, his 
“ death, without doubt, is a Jeffon of philofophy. 

© But it is time to finith this long epiftle. You will 
“© fay L have had fome leifure upon my bands: And, to 
© fay the truth, I have not much to do here. This will, 
* L hope, convince you, that greatnefs is not wholly con~ 
© fined to antiquity. You will think me perhaps te+ 
© dious; but I could have been more prolix on a fabjedt 
£ fo copious —Farewel, my dear Leonard.’ 

Confiance, May 20th. 


Such was the teftimony borne to an adverfary by this in- 
genuous papift. His friend Aretin was lefs candid. * You 
* attribute more, fays he, to this man, than I could with, 
© You ought at leaft to write more cautioufly of thefe 
* things.’ And indeed, it is probable, Poggixs would have 
written more cautioufly, had he written a few days after- 
wards. But his letter is dated on the very day on which 
Pia fuffered, and came warm from the writer’s heart. 

t is fufficiently plain, what Poggivs himfelf thought of the 
council, and its proceedings. His encomium on Ferom, 
is certainly a tacit cenfure of them. 


‘WE may add here, as there are not materials to com- 
pofe a difting life, that the perfecution of Jouw de Wx- 
SALIA, for adopting the opinions of Wickliffe, followed 
not many years after the martyrdom of Hufs and Ferom. 
He was brought before the inquifition and treated with 

reat harfhneis and feverity, which appear to be the more 
inhuman, as the good man was advanced to decrepid old 
age. However, he boldly defended the truth, and even 
toid his inquifitors, upon an inftance of their ill treat- 
ment, *¢ that if Chri himfelf were upon the earth, they 
** muft condemn him for an heretic, if they condemned 
«© him for following his dogtrines.” He maintained, that 
the fubftance of bread continued in the facrament, but 
did not deny that Gorif’s body was there, after a manner 5 
‘That no profeffion of religion can fave a man, but only 
the grace of GOD; That the merits of the faints coul 
not be difpofed of on earth at market by the pope and his 
priefts, if even the works of the faints bad any merit, be- 
caufe it is written, that their works de follow them, ‘That 
pardons and indulgences were nothing better than fie 
Jraudes, holy cheats, to impofe upon the ignorant ; * ae 
oly 
© See an entertainin; fore of thefe delufions in a Jare pamphlet, 
sented, new Doe ¥ te bly Reset Chard span Here 
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oly water had no more virtue than common water; That 
GOD gives his grace without the motion of our frec~ 
will ; and that St. Pax/ in particular did nothing of his 
‘own free-will in his converfion; That nothing is to be 
delieved, which cannot be proved by fcripture; That 
‘GOD hath from everlafting written a book, where he 
hath infcribed off dis eleé, and that whoforver is not 
already written there, will never be written there at all; 
‘but that he, who is written therein, will never be blotted. 
out of it; That the eleét arc faved by the alone grace of 
GOD; and that what man foever GOD willeth to 
fave, by enduing him with grace, if al] the priefts in the 
world were defirous to damn and excommunicate that 
man, he would fill be faved ; That he defpifed the pope, 
his church, and his councils; but that he loved Chrift, 
and defired that his word might dwell in him abundantly. 

Door Wefalia was bowed down with years and infir- 
mities, whea he underwent the above examination, which 
produced, in that dark age [vias A. D, 1479) this noble 
eeftimony for the truth. Thus broken by age, and in- 
(ulted with menaces, he was prevailed upon to fign a ree 
tractation, into which h- was trepanned. It is plain, that 
this retraétation was not confidered as fincere, from his 
being condemned to ) ferpemel confinement and penance 
in a monaftry of the Augu/lins, where he died foon after, 
about the time of che birth of Lurwar. 
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PATRICK HAMILTON, 
THE FIRST SCOTCH REFORMER, 


ATRICK HAMILTON was a gentleman of 

Scothand, and, wi Mr. Hugh Spence, of royal de- 
feent, being by his father nephew to Fumes Hamilton, 
earl of Arran; and by his mother acphew to Fobn Stewart, 
duke of Albeng ; a circumftance in Providence, that was 
fubfervient to saife more attention to his excellent doc- 
trine, holy life, and paticnt fufferings. He bad an amiable 


‘Where, in & vein of irony, the author has thewn the moft yalyable ab- 
fordities and blafphemies of popery. Printed for Motheaus, in ihe 
‘Strands Ox may be had of Mr. Muiileten, ptictis 
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“difpofition, and was well educated; he was very eatly 
made abbot of Ferme, with a view to his being one day 
more highly preferred. At the age of twenty-three, he 
with three companions travelled into Germany, in purfuit 
of religious knowledge, and coming to Wittenberg he met 
with Luther and Melanéthon, with whom he held frequent 
and clofe conferences, and by whom he was well inftruéted 
in the doétrines of the gofpel. From therce he went to 
Marpurg, an univerfity newly ereéted by Philip Land» 

of Heffe; he became intimately acquainted with 
Combert, our Englio martyr, at whofe inftance he was the 
firft in that univerfity who fet up public difputations con- 
cerning faith and works; the propofitions and conclu- 
fions of which, are in what is entitled Patrick's Places, 
of which excellent tra& we thall fubjoin a fpecimen at 
the end of this article. 

He grew daily in grace and in-the knowledge of Fe/us 
Chrift; and deing well eftablithed in the faith, and much 
improved in al] ufeful learning, he returned with one of 
his companions to Scotland, defirous to impart the know- 
ledge o! ue aye religion to te oa ae va a 
view to this, he to preach the gofpel ‘efus Chrij 
with great Tervency and boldnefs, od to toes eo 
errors.and corruptions of the church of Rome. This 
foon alarmed the whole body of the clergy, and: parti- 
cularly Fames Beaton, archbi of St. Andrew's, who 
Tabored to get Mr. Hamilton to come to him at St. ns 
drew's; where, after feveral days conference, he was dif+ 
tmiffed, the archbifhop feeming to approve of his doétrine, 
acknowledging that many things wanted reformation in 
the church. But, at the fame time, the archbifhop con- 
fulted with other bifhops, to put the king, (who was 
young and much led by them) upon going on a pilgrimage 
to Se. Detheffe in Refs; fo that, during his-abfence, they 
might condemn Mr, Hamilton, a3 no interef could then 
be made with the king to fave his life. Mr. Hamilton, 
not fufpecting their malice and treachery, remained at St. 
Andrew's; and the king being gone on his pilgrimage, he 
was cited to appear before archbifhop and. his col~ 
leagues on the firft day of March, 1527. The artiv 
cles of accufation brought againft him, which he was 
found guilty in holding and maintaining, and for which 
he was condemned to are.the following. ‘That 
‘© man hath no free-will.—That there is. no purgatory—~ 
That the holy patriarchs were in heaven before Chrif's 
{© paffion.—That the pope hath no power to acd and 
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bind: Neither any pope had that power fince St. Prs 
«© ger. —That the pope is antichrif, and that ore prieft 
“ hhath the power, that the pope hath.—That Mr. Pa 
‘© srick Hamilton was a bithop.—That it is not necefiary 
*¢ to obtain any bulls from any bifhop.—Thatahe vow 
© of the pope’s religion is a vow of wickednefs.—That 
“ the pope’s laws be of no ftrength.—That ali Chrif- 
“ tians, worthy to be called Chriftians, do know that 
“ they be in the ftate of grace.—That none be faved, but 
 thofe that are before predeftinate.—Whofoever is in 
S¢ deadly fin, is unfaithful.—That God is the caufe of 
* fin, in this fenfe; that is, that he withdraweth his 
« grace from men, whereby they fin.—That it is devilith 
“ rine, to enjoin to any finner aétual penance for fin. 
«© — That the faid Mr. Patrick Hamilton himfelf doabteth 
© whether all children, departing incontinent after their 
«© baptifm, are faved or condemned.—T hat auricular cons 
«€ feffion is not necedlary to falvation.” 

Though thefe articles are inferted in their regifters, 
© neverthelefs,’ fays Mr. Fox, ¢ other learned men, who 
« communed and reafoned with him, do teftify, that thefe 
© articles following were the very articles, for which he 
© fuffered.” 

“ 1, Man hath no free-will. 2, A man is only jufti- 
& fied by faith in Cri, 3. Aman, fo long as he liveth, 
* ig not without fin. 4. He is not worthy to be called 
“ a Chriftian, who believeth not that he is in grace. 
** 5. A good man doeth good works: But good works do 
“© not make a good man. 6. An evil man Fringeth forth 
“ evil works: Evil works, being faithfully repented, do 
not make an evil man. 7. Faith, hope, and charity, 
*¢ be fo linked together, that one of them cannot be with- 
** out another in one man in this life.” 

* And as touching the other articles,’ adds Mr. For, 
* whereupon the doctors gave their judgements, as divers 
*-do report, he was not accufed of them before the arch~ 
§ bifhop. Albeit in private difputation he affirmed and 
 dofended the moft of them.’ ‘That he did not hold the 
whole of them, at leait as they are expreffed. in their re- 
gifter, may eafily be learnt from his writings, where he 
treats of the fame do@trines, and efpecially in his treatife 
entitled Patrick's Places. A performance fo very judi« 
cious and truly evangelical, that it is fome concern to usy 
that we cannot oblige the Reader with the whole of it. 

Having gone. through the farce of a trial, they pro~ 
ceeded to pronounce fentence upon hin, which, becuule 
s it 
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it thews his underftantling, orthodoxy and innocence, 4s 
well as the ignorance and cruelty of the papifts; we will 
Tay it before the Reader in their own words, 
His fcntence, as it ftands in the regifter of the arch« 
bifhop’sycourt, was as follows: 
“Curisti nomine invocate: We James, by the mercy 
* of God, archbifhop of Saint Andrew's, primate of Scot- 
© land, with the council, decree, and authority of the 
© moft reverend fathers in God, and lords, abbots, doc- 
€ tors of theology, profeffors of the holy fcripture, and 
© mafters of the univerfity, affifting us for the time, fit- 
© ting in judgement within our metropolitan church of 
© Saint Andrew’s, in the caufe of heretical pravity, again 
© Mr, Patrick Hamilton, abbot or penfionary of Ferme, 
© being fummoned to appear before us, to anfwer to cer+ 
© tain articles affirmed, taught, and preached by him, and 
* fo appearing before us, and accufed, the merits of the 
* caufe being ripely weighed, difcufled, and underftood 
© by faithful ‘nquifion made in Lent laft paft: We have 
“ found the fame Mr. Patrick Hamilton many ways in- 
© flamed with herefy, difputing, holding, and maintaining 
< divers herefies of Martin Lusher, and his followers, re+ 
¢ pugnant to our faith, and which are already condemned 
© by general councils; and moft famous univerfities*. 
* And he being under the fame infamy, we decerning be+ 
€ fore him to be fummoned and accufed upon the pre- 
* mifes, he of evil mind (as may be prefumed) paffed to 
* other parts forth of the realm, fufpeéted and noted of 
* herefy. And being lately returned, not being admitted, 
© but of his own head, without licence or privilege, hath 
© prefumed to preach wicked herefy. 
© We have found alfo, that he hath affirmed, publifhed. 
* and taught divers opinions of Luther, and wicked he- 
© refies, after that he was fummoned to appear before us, 
© and our council: ** That man hath no free-will: That 
S€ man is in fin fo long as he liveth: That children, in- 
** continent after their baptifm, are finners+: Ali Chrif- 
“ tians, that be worthy to be called Chriftians, do know 
*© that they are in : No man is juftified by works, but 
** by faith only: Good works make not a good man, but 
‘© g good man doth make good works: That faith, hope, 
‘ and charity, are fo knit, that he, that hath the one, hath 
* They do not pretend fo much as to fay they were condemned by 
the &criptures. 
+ Ic may be obferved, that thefe axticles do not agree with thofe in 
their reifter 
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*¢ the reff, and he, that wanteth the one of them, wanteth 
« the reft, &c.” with divers other herefies and deteftable 
© opinicns: and hath perfifted fo obftinate in the fame, 
“that by no counfel nor perfuafion he may be drawn 
© therefrom to the way of our right faith. 

¢ All thefe premifes bein; contidered, we, having God 

and the integrity of our faith before our eyes, and fol- 

lowing the council and advice of the profeflors of the 

holy {cripture, men of law, and other affifting us for the 

time, do pronounce, determine, and declare the {aid 

Mr. Patrick Hamilton, for his affirming, confeffing, and 
© maintaining of the aforcfaid herefies, and his pertinacity 
« (they being condemned already by the church, genera} 
© councils, and moft famous univerfities) to be an here- 
“tic, and to have an evil opinion of the faith, and 
* therefore to be condemned and punithed, like as we 
« condemn, and define him to be punifhed, by this our 
¢ fentence definitive, depriving and fentencing him to be 
« deprived of all dignities, orders, offices, and benefices 
* of the church; and therefore do judge and pronounce 
© him to be delivered over unto the fecular power, to be 
© punifhed, and his goods to be confifcate. 

© This our fentence definitive was given and read at 
© our metropolitan church of St. Andrew's, the laft day 
© of the month of February, anno 1527, being prefent the 
« moft reverend fathers in Chrif, and lords; Ghivand, bi- 
$ thop of Glafgow; George, bilhop of Dunkeldon; Fobn, 
* bithop of Brecham; William, bithop of Dunblane; Pa- 
* trick, prior of St. Andrew's; David, abbot of Abirbro- 
* thoke; George, abbot of Dumfermling; Alexander, abbot 
* of Caunbufkineth; Henry, abbot of Learn; Fobn, prior 
“ of Peterweme; the dean and fubdean of Glafgew; Mr. 
‘« Hugh Spence, Thomas Ramfay, Allane Meldrum, &c. In 
© the prefence of the clergy and the people.’ 

That this fentence might have the greater authority, 
they caufed it to be figned by all prefent, of any account, 
whether clergy or Jaity; and, in order to make their num- 
ber appear great, they took the fub{cription of the very 
children of the nobility. Being thus condemned as an 
obftinate heretic, he was delivered over to the fecular 
power, and after dipner, on the fame day, the fire was 
prepared, and he was led to execution; whilft moft peo- 
ple chought it was only to terrify him, and to make him 
recant, But God, for his own glory, the good of the 
ele&, and for the ‘nanifebation oF their brutal tyranny, 
had decreed it otherwife; and fo ftrengthened him, ae 
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neither the love of life, young, nor fear of this 
cruel death, could in the move him from the truth 
he had boldly profeffed. 

‘At the place of execution, he gave his fervant, that 
had long attended him, his gown, coat, cap, and his other 
garments, faying, ** Thefe are the laft things you can 
receive of me, nor have I any thing now to leave you, 
but the example of my death. which I pray you tobeat 
“ in mind; for, though it be bitter to the flefh, and fear~ 
ful before men, yet it is the entrance into eternal life, 
© which none fhali inherit, who deny ie Chriff before 
“ this wicked generation.” He was then bound to the 
fake in the midit of wood and coal, which they attempted 
to fet on fire with gun-powder; but it neither killed him 
nor kindled the fire, only exceedingly fcorched one fide 
of his bedy and his face. During the painful interval 
of their going to the caftle for more powder and combuf- 
tibles, the friars called frequently upon him to recants 
and when the fire was kindled, it burnt fo flowly, that 
he endured great torment; which the friars endeavored 
to increafe by fetting fome of their own creatures to cry 
out in aclamorous manner, ‘ Turn, thou heretic, pray 
* to the virgin, fay, falve regina, &c.’ to whom he an- 
fwered, ‘* Depart from me, and trouble me not, you 
“* meflengers of Scten.” One friar Campbell, who had 
vifited him often in prifon, was particularly officious, 
and continued to bellow out, ‘ Turn, thou heretic ; 
© turn, thou heretic;’? whom Mr. Hamilton thus addrefied, 
“* ‘Wicked man! you know I am not a heretic, and have 
“ confefled the fame to me in private; but I appeal to 
“© the juft tribunal feat of 7% Chrif, and cite you to 
“ appear there to anfwer for it to almighty GOD.” 
And then faid, ‘* How long, O Lord, thal! darknefs 
‘© overwhelm this realm? and how long wilt Thou fuffer 
** the tyranny of thefe wicked men?” And at length 
with a loud voice he cried, as he had frequently done, 
«* Lord Fafus, receive my fpirit!” and died. ‘ 

It is recorded, that friar Campbell died not long after 
in a phrenfy, and feemingly in defpair. Which, con- 
iidered with the circumftance of his being cited by Mr. Ha- 
ailton, made a great impreffion on the minds of the people, 
and caufed them to inquire more particularly into the na- 
ture and meaning of the articles, for which Mr. Hamiltox 
‘was burnt; and fo this event the means of many 
embracing the truth. Mr. , in his hiftory of Seot-~ 
Jand, relates the amesing effets of this great man’s aca 
: ‘ ani 
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nnd how wonderfully the Lord {pread abroad the light of 
the gofpel, by a‘careful examinarion of the articles upon 
which he was condemned, and of his writings. 

* When thofe crue] wolves had, as they fuppofed, clean 
* devoured the prey, they found themfelves in worfe cafe 
% than before; for then, within St. Audrew’s, yea, almof 
within the whole realm, (who heard of that fact) there 
was none found wao began not to inquire, wherefore 
Mr. Patrick Hamilton was burnt; and when his articles 
were rehearfed, queftion was holden, if fuch articles 
were neceflary to be believed, under the pain of dam- 
nation ? ‘And. fo, within a fhort {pace, many began to 
call in doubt, that waich before they held for a certain 
verity; infomuch that the univerfity of St. Andrew's 
and St. Leonard's college, principally by the iabours of 
Mr. Gavin Ligy, the novices of the abbey, and the fub- 
prior, began to (mell fomewhat of the verity, and to 
e(py the vanity of thc received fupecitition ; yca, within 
few years aftcr, began both black and grey friars pub- 
lickly to preach againit the pride and idle lile uf bithops, 
and againft the abufes of thc whole ecclefiattical ftate. 
Amongft whom was ors called illiam Arithe, who, 
in a fermon preached in Dundee, {pake fonewhat more 
freely a, aint the licentious life of the bifhops, than 
they could well bear. The bithop of Berchin havin, 
his parafitcs in the town, buffeted the friar, and called 
him heretic. “The friar patled to St. Andrew's, and did 
communicate the heads of his fermon to Mr. F:6n Mair, 
whofe word then was held as an oracle, in matters of 
religion; and being affured of him, that fuch doctrine 
might well be defended, and that 4e would defend it, 
for it contained no herefy ; there was a day appointed to 
the faid friar, to make repetition of the fame fermon , 
and advertifement was given to all fuch, as were of- 
* fended at the former, to be prefent. And fo, in the 
* parifh church of St. Aadrew’s, upon the day appointed, 
© appeared the faid friar, and had, amongft his auditors, 
* Mr. Fobn Muir, Mr. George Lockhart, the abbot of 
© Cambufkeneth, Mr. Patrick urn, prior of St. An- 
© drew’s, with all the dogtors and mafters of the univer- 
* fities.. Shortly after this, new confultation was taken 
“ there, that fome fhould be burnt; for men began freely 
§ to fpeak. A merry gentjeman, called Foha Lindfay, fa~ 
* millar to archbifhop Beaten, ftanding by, when conful- 
€ tation was had, faid, “ My lord, if ye burn any more, 
except ye follow my sountel, ye will utterly deftroy 
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Argument. 

*¢ He that keepeth one commandment of God, keepeth all: 
« Ergo, be that keepeth not all the commandments of Gods 
“ heepeth not ome of them. 

* It is not in our power to keep any one of the coms 
«© mandments of God. 

Argament. 
Ba-{** It ts impoffble to keep any of the commandments of 
“© God, without grace. 
ro- 2° It is not in our power to have grace, 
“ Ergo; it is nof in car power to esp any of the com~ 
ca, “© mandinemts of God. ‘ 

“© And everr fo may you reafon concerning the Holy 
“ Ghoft and faith, forafmuch as neither without them 
“* we are able to keep any bf the commandments of God, 
© neither yet be they in our power to have, Non off 
** volentis neque currentis, Sc. Rom. ix. 16. 

Propofition, 

“ ‘The law was given us to thew our fin. 

S© By the lave cometh the knowledge of fin; Rom. iti. 20+ 

“ T knew not what fin meant, but through the law : 
* For I bad not known. what luft had meant, except the law 
“© bad faid, Thou foalt not lufi, Without the law, fin was 
"© dead, that is, it.moved me not, neither wiff I that it was 
‘fin, which natwithfanding was fin, and forbidden by tht 
«law. Rom. vii. : 


: P, ion. 
¢ The law biddeth us ee thing, which is impof- 
* fible for us. 


Argument. 
Da-( The keeping of the commandments is to ws impefible 
“© The law cammandeth to us the keeping of the come 
“ mandments, ~ * 
+e ay the lew commandeth unte us what is impof= 
te  fible. 

‘“¢ Objedion.” But you will fay, Wherefore doth God 
© bid us do that, which is impoffible for us? 

“ Anfuxr: Temake thee know; that thou art but evil, 
and that there is no remedy to fave, thee in thine own- 
« hand: And that thou mayetft feek a remedy at fome other: 
For the law doth nothing elfe, but condemn thee, 

The dodtrine of the GosPet. 
The Gosrat is, in other words, good tidings ®; and 
“© may be cxprefied in the following manner, 
© Laks i, 


Pie 
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« Gbrift is the Saviour of the [ele&t] world’. Chrif ix 
‘© the Saviour*. Ghriff died for us*. Cbriff died for our 
§ fast. Cbrif? bought us with his blood’. Chrif 
* wafhed us with his blood*, Chriff offered himiulf tor 
* us’. Chrift bare our fins on his own back". Cériff 
© came into this world to fave finucss®.  Chriff came inww 
© this world to take away our fins'’, Chriff was the 
® price that was given for us and our fins“. Chrift was 
“ made debtor for us'*. Chriff hath payed our debt, for 
“he died for us'?, Chrif? made fatisfaction for us and 
“€ our fins, Chrift is our righteoufnefs'®. Chri? is our 
 fan@ification’®.  Chriff is our redemption’?, Chriff is 
*© our peace, Ghriff hath pacified the Father of heaven 
** for us'®, Chriff is ours, and all his*, Ciri# hath 
“© delivered.us from the law, from the devil, and from 
“ hell, The Father of heaven hath forgiven us ous 
* fins for Chrif’s fake. And many other fimilar ex~ 
‘© preffions, equally {criptural, which declare unto us the 
“© merey of God. 


“ The nature and office of the Law and of the Gosret. 
i The law fheweth us our fin. Rom. iii. 
The potpel theweth us a remedy for it. Joba i. 
be ‘The Jaw theweth us our condemnation. Rom, viis 
« The yofpel theweth us our redemption. Ce, i. 
i The law is the word of ire [wrath] Rom. iv. 
The gofpel is the word of grace. Aéts.xiv. 20. 
ie The law is the word of delpair, Deut, 
6 The gofpel is the word of comfort. Luke 
is ‘The law is the word of difquictude. Rom. 
“© The gofpel is the word of peace. Eph. vi. 
“A difputation between the Law and the Gospen, in which 
$¢ is foewed the difference or contrariety between them both. 
5c The law faith, Pay the debt, 
« The gofpel faith, Chrift bath paid it. 
|. ‘The law faith, Thou art a sinner, defpair, and thie 












¢ fale be damned. 
% The gofpel faith, Thy fins are forgiven thee; be of gout 
“ comfort, for thou foalt be . 
$f The law laity Mae ches for thy fine 
“ The gofpel faith, Chriff hath made it for thee. 
® Luke ii. 1 Rom. 4 ibid. ive 
7 Gali Ls 9 Timi, 
Col. ™4 5 Cor 
Remy, 1 3 Core 
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Si ‘The law faith, oie Kalter. o bene is angry with thee, 
© The gofpel faith, Chrift bath pacified bim with his blood, 
* The law faith, Where is thy righterufns/s, goodnefi, and 
4 fa ch Chrift is thy righi dine, 
bd e gofpel faith, Cort is vighteoufuefs, goodnifs, 
li« ond fifo. ebtenfitfe ts 
“st The law faith, Thew art bound and obliged te me, to the 
“ devil, and to bell. 
cc Le gofpel faith, Chrift hath delivered ther from them 
aij, 


‘© A comparifon between FartH and UNBEyier. 


{n Faith is the root of all good... 
 Unbelief is the root of all evil. ~- 

{ Faith maketh God and man good friends. 
-U* Unbelief maketh them foes. 
fu Faith bringeth God and man together. 

“ Unbelief feparates them. . 

S€ All that faith doth, pleafeth God. 

fu All that unbelief doth difpleafeth God, 

qe Faith only maketh 3 man good and righteaus, 

“ Unbelief maketh him unjuft and evil. 

{c Faith maketh a man a member of Chrift. 

“ Unbelief maketh him a member of the devil, 

{c Faith maketh him an inheritor of heaven, 

‘6 Unbelief maketh a man the inheritor of hell, 

ie Faith maketh a man the fervant of God, 

“ Unbelief maketh him the feryant of the devil, 

ie Faith theweth us God to be a tender Father. 

‘€ Unbelief fheweth him to be a terrible judge, 

qc Faith holdeth faft by the word of God. 

"© Unbelief wavereth and there. 

«¢ Faith efteemeth God to be true. 

© Unbelief looketh upon him to be falfe anda liar, 

qe Faith knoweth God. 

© Unbelief knoweth him not, 
qi Faith loveth beth God and his neighbour, 

*¢ Unbelief loveth neither of them, _ 
fc Faith only faveth us, 

“ Unbelief only condemneth us, 

5° A comparifen between Faith, Hope, and Cuanrry, 

“ Faith cometh of the word of God; bope cometh of 
‘© faith ; and charity {pringeth of them both. 

‘ Faith believeth the word ; bepe trufteth to enjoy that, 
{whichis promifed in the word; sbprity oeth good ota 
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ber neighbour, through the love that it hath to Ged, 
* and gladnefs that is within herfeif. 

« Faith looketh to God and his word; bope looketh 
«< unto his gift and reward ; cbarity looketh on her neigh- 
*© bour’s profit, 

‘ Faith receiveth God ; hops receiveth his reward ; cha- 
*6 rity loveth her neighbour with a glad heart, and that 
5 without any refpect of reward. : 

‘* Faith pertaineth to God only 5 dope to his reward, 
*© and charity to her neighbour.”” 

.. This little treatife of Mr. Hamilton's (continues his 
editor) though fhort, is very comprehenfive, containing 
matter fufficient for feveral volumes; and fhews us the 
true doétrine of the law, of the gofpel, of faith, and 
of works, with their nature, properties and difference. 
Which difference is thus to be underftood, that in the 

article of falvation, and in the office of jultifying, the 
are diftin@ and to be kept afunder, the law from the gof- 
pel, and faith from works: Though in the perfon that is 
juftified, and alfo in the order of dodtrine, they ought and 

do Zo neceffarily together. * 

herefore, wherefoever any Sustion or doubt arifeth 
refpeing falvation, or our jultification before God, there 
the law and all good works muft be utterly excluded, that 
grace may appear to be fovercigns the promife free and 
gratuitous, and that faith may ftand alone; which faith 
alone, without law or works, confirms to every believer 
his own particular falvation. For as the grace of God 
is the efficient caufe, and Fefus Chrift the meriterious caule, 
of our redemption; fo faith is the infrumental caule by 
which the believer applieth the merits of Chri/ particu- 
larly to his awn falvation. So that, tn the act and office 
of juftification, both the law and works are entirely out 
of the queftion, as things that have nothing to do in the 
matter, The reafon is this, that all our falvation is by 
Chit alone, fo nothing can favingly profit us, but that 
with which we can apprehend Chip. Now, as neither 
the law nor works, but faith alonc is that by which we 
can apprehend Cri? as an almighty and all-fufficient 
Saviour, fo faith alone juftifieth the finner before God, 
through the obje it doth apprehend; namely, Fe/us Chrift. 
For the only obje& of our faith is Chrift, juft as the bra- 
wen ferpent, lifted up in the wilderncls, was the object 
only of the eyes of the J/raslites looking, and not of their 
bands working; by virtue of which, through the promife 
ef God, immediately proceeded health ta the beholden: 
, cee C) 
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Bo Cbrif, being the obje& of our faith, becomes righ- 
teoufnefs and falyation to qur fouls, not by works, but 
by faith only, 

Thus we {ce how faith, being the only eye of our foul, 
ftandeth alone in apprehending or feeing Chri’ for juiti- 
fication to life; but yet, neverthelefs, in the body it 
ftandeth pot alone: For befides the eye, there are alfg 
hands to work, feet to walk, ears to hear, and other mem- 
pers, every one convenient for the fervice of the body; 
and yet of them all, the eye only can fee. Soin aChrittian 
man’s fife, and in order of doétrine, there is the law, 
repentance, hope, charity, and the deeds of charity ; all 
which in life and in doétrine are joined, and neceflarily do 
concur together, and yet in the a@ of juftification there 
is nothing elfe in man, that hath any part or place but 
faith alone apprehending the object, which is Chri?’ cru- 
cified, in whom is all the worthinefs and fulnels of our 
falvation ; that is, by our apprehending and receiving of 
him by faith, as it is written, Whofeewer received him, to 
them gave be power to become the fons of God, even to them 
that believe on bis name: Which were bor, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the fof, nor of the will of man, but of Ged*, 

ind alfo in Ifaiah +,— By bis knowledge, foal! my righteous 
Servant juftify many, eo % 

Argumeni, 
Da- ( Apprehending and receiving of Obri/# only mak- 
ti “ eth us juftified before God. Fobn i. 
f°’)  Cbriff only is apprehended and feceiyed by faith. 
fe “< Ergo; faith only maketh us juftified before God. 
a 
Ba- ¢* Juftification cometh only by apprehending and 
receiving of Chriff. Ifa. liii, . 
The law and works do nothing pertain to the 
re < apprehending of Chrift, ” 
Ergo; the law and works pertain nothing ta 
@. &  juftification. 
Ge- £5 Nothing, which is unjuft of itfelf, can juftify 
* us before God, or help any thing to opr juitie 
fying. . 
dae 4 Every eorkwe do is unjuft before God. Ja, Ixiv, 
“ Ergo; no work, that we can do, can juftify us 
“© before God, nor help any thing to our juftic 
re “ fying. : 


© Faboi, 12, 34 + Chap, Iii. 3. 
: 2 + Argumenh, 
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Ce- (* If works could any thing further our juftification, 
*© then fhould our fomething profit us be- 
** fore God. 
me- 4 No works, do the belt we can, do profit us be~ 
“ fore God. Luke xvii. Fobn xv. 
“ Ergo; no works, that we do, can any thing fur- 
“ ther our juftification. 


: rgument. 
ss A)l that we can do with God, is only by Chrift. 
© Jobn xv. 
+ Our works and merits be not Chrif, neither any 
st part of him. 

** Ergo; our works and merits can do nothing with 
co | « Gea. 4 
Ir 


rgument. ! 
Da- ¢** That, which is the caufe of condemnation, can- 
: © not be the caufe of juftification. 
vi-4 & The law is the caufe of condemnation. Rom. iv. 
4, LU Bree; it is not the caufe of juftification, 
A confequent, 

«© We are quit and delivered from the law. Rom, vii. 

s¢ Ergo; we are not quit and delivered dy the law. 

*« For as much, therefore, as the truth of the fcripture, 
‘+ jn exprefs words, hath thus included our falvation in 
“« faith only ; we are inforced neceflarily to exclude all 
* other caufes and means in our juftification, and to 
‘© make this difference between the law and the gofpel, 
*¢ between faith and works ; affirming, with feripture, 
«© that the law condemneth us, our works do not avail us, 
“Cand that faith in Chrif# only juftificth us. And this 
“© difference and diftinGtion ought diligently to be learned 
‘© and retained of all Chriftians, efpecially in confidts of 
* confcience between the law and gofpel, between faith 
** and works, grace and merits, promife and condition, 

© God’s free dedtion and man’s free-will: So that the 
“ light of the free grace of God in our falvation may ap- 
‘* pear to all confciences, to the immortal glory of God's 
“holy name. Anen. 


“* The order and difference of places. 


* 


Faith. Promife. 
“© The Gosens.} } God's free 
Grace. ele@ion. 
: Works, Condition. 
i The Law, z Merits. Man’s free-wil. ¢ 
L « The 
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“© The difference and repugnance of thefe forefaid 
« places being well noted and expended, it thail give no 
“ nail light to every faithful Chriftian, both to under- 
© ftand the fcriptures, to judge in cafes of confcience, 

«¢ and to reconcile fuch places in the Old and New Teffa- 
“ ment, 2% feem to contradict each other, according to 
< St. Auguftine’s rule, which is, Difingue tempera, & 
‘* conciliabii feripturas, &c. * Make diftinion of times, 
© and thou it reconcile the fcriptures, &c.’ On the 
* other hand, where men are not perfedtly inftruéted in 
* thefe places, to difcern between the law and the gofpel, 
between faith and works, &c: So long they can never 
“ rightly eftablith their minds in the free promifes of 
sad & ’s grace; but walk confidently without order, in 
*¢ all matters of religion. Example of which we have 
too much in the Remifs church, whoconfounding thefe 
places together without diftinétion, following no me- 
* thod, have perverted the true order of Chriftian doc- 
© trine, and have obfcured the fweet comfort and benefic 
S* of the gofpel of Chriff, not knowing the true ule either 
“© of the law or gofpel. 

«In the dolirine of the Law three things are to be noted. 

* In the Jaw, three things are tobe confidered. Fir/t, 
‘« what is the true vigour and ftrength of the law, which 
* is, to require full and perfect obedience of the whole 
-*© man, not only to reftrain his outward aétions, but alfo 
“ his inward motions, and inclinations of will and af- 
“© fection from the appetite of fin. And therefore faith 
“ St. Paul, The low 1s fpiritual, but I am carnal, &c. 
“ Rom. vii. Whereupon rifeth this propofition, That 
* it is not in our nature and power to fulfil the law. 
“© Jum; The law commandeth that which is to us im- 
“ poffible, &c. 

“© The fecond thing to be noted in the doétrine of the 

‘© law, is, to confider the time and place of the law, what 
“* they be, and how far they extend. For as the furging 
“ feas have their banks and bars to keep them in; fo the 
‘* Jaw hath its times and limits, which it ought not to 
“ pals. If Chriff had not come and fuffered, the time and 
«© dominion of the law had been everlafting. But now 
“© feeing Cbrif?' hath come, and hath died in his righteous 
‘© fleth; the power of the law againft our finful Acih doth 
* ceafe. . For the end of the Law is Chri. Rom. x. that is, 
“© the death of Chrif’s body is the death of the law to all 
“ that believe in him: So that whofoever repent of their 
© fins, and dee to the death and paffion of. Chrif'; the 
§* condemnation 
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condemnation and time of the law to them is expired. 
« Wherefore, this is to be underftood as a perpetual rule 
© in the feripture, that the law, with all ie fentences 
«* and judgements, wherefoever they are written, either 
«© in the Old or New Teflament, do ever include a pri 
“€ exception of repentance and faith in Chrif, to the 
«<¢ which always it giveth place, having there his end, and 
« can proceed no farther | according as St. Paw/ faith, 
The law is our feboolmafter until Chriff, that we might be 
& juflified by faith*. 

««" Moreover, as the law hath its time, Sow Jong to reign, 
* fo alfo it hath his proper place, where to reign. By 
‘¢ the reign of the law here is meant the condemnation of 
“© the law: For as the time of the Jaw ceafeth, when the 
“ faith of Chri/? in a true repenting heart beginneth} fo 
bath the law no place in fuch, as be good and faithful; 
“ that is, in finners repenting and amending, but only 
«* in them which be evil and wicked. Evil men are fuch, 
*« as walking in finful Aeth are not yet driven by earneft 
$¢ repentance to flee to Chriff for fuccour. And therefore 
“ faith St. Pawl, The law is not made for a righteous man, 
“* but for the lewlef and difohedient, f{* the ungodly and for 
$6 finners, Set, the juff man here is meant, not be 
*¢ which never had difeafc, but he, who knowing his dif- 
“© eafe, feeketh out the phyfician, and being cured, keepeth 
‘s himfelf in health, as much as he may, from any more 
“© furfeits. Notwithftanding, he fhall never fo keep 
© himfelf, but that his health (that is, his new obedience) 
“ fhall always remain frail and imperfect, and fhatl con- 
“© tinually need the phyfician. here, by the way, thefe 
“© three things are to be noted; firit, the ficknefs itfelf: 
*« Secondly, the knowing of the ficknefs: Thirdly, the 
“© phyfician. The ficknefs is fin. The knowing of the 
“ ficknefs is repentance, which the Jaw worketh. The 
“« phyfician is Cari. And therefore although in remif- 
«© fion of our fins repentance is joined with faith, yet it 
‘8 is not the dignity or worthinefs of repentance that 
“© caufeth remiffion of fins, but only the worthinefs of 
‘¢ Chrif, whom faith only apprebendcth; no more than 
“* the feeling of the difeafe is the caufe of health, but 
* only the phyfician. For elfe, when a man is caft and 
« condemned by the law, it is not repentance that can 
“ fave or deferve life; but if his pardon come, then is it 
“i ie grace of the prince, and not his repentance that 

aveth, 
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. «The third point to be confidered in the dodtrine of 
“© the law, is this, that we mark well the end and purpofe 
‘© why the law is given, which is not to. bring us to fal~ 
‘s vation, nor to work God’s favour, nor to make us 
* good: But rather to declare and convi& our wicked- 
** nefs, and to make us feel the danger thereof, to this 
« end and purpofe, that we, feeing our condemnation, 
“© and being in ourfelves confounded, may be driven 
© thereby to have our refuge in Chrif the Son of God, 
“© and fubmit ourfelves to him, in whom only is to be 
** found our remedy, and in none other, And this end 
* of the law ought to be ferioufly confidered by all Chrif— 
“ tians: That they do not fall into manifold errors and 
*« inconveniences. 1. pervert all order of doc 
“trine, 2. They feck that in the law, which the law 
*€ cannot give. 3. They are not able to comfort them- 
« felves nor any other. 4. ‘They keep men’s fouls in an 
“ uncertain doubt of their falvation. 5. They obfcure 
* the light of God’s fine. 6. They are unkind to 
God’s benefits. 7. They are injurious to Chrif's pat. 
fion, and enemies to his crofs. 8. They ftop Chrif. 
tians’ liberty. 9. They bereave the church, the {poufe 
of Chrift, of hcr due comfort, as taking away the fun 
out of the world, 10, In all their doings, they thoot 
at a wrong mark: For where Cbrif only is to be fet 
up to beapprehended by our faith, and fo freely to juf. 
tify us; they, leaving this juftification by faith, fet up 
other marks, partly Rie law, partly of their own 
devifing, for men to thoot at. And here cometh in 
‘6 the manifeft and manifold abfurdities of the bithop of 
© Rome's doGrine, which (the Lord willing) we will re- 
“6 hearfe, as in a catalogue here following.” 


Errors and abfurdities of the Papifts, touching the detrine o 
as es and of the Gosras. f 


«* y, They erroneoufly conceive an opinion of falva~ 
‘© tion in the law, which only is to be fought in the faith 
‘© of Chriff, and in no other. 

*¢ 2. They erroneoufly feck God’s favour by works of 
« the law: Noe knowing that the law, in this our cor- 
“© rupt nature, worketh only the anger of God. Rom. iii. 

“3. They err alfo in this, that where the office of the 
“© law is diverfe and contrary from the gofpel, they, 
© without any difference, confound the one with the 
*© other, making the gofpel to be a law, and Cbrif? to be 


a Mofes. 
a Mofes. «4. They 
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«4, They err ia dividing the law unkilfully into 
*« three parts, into the Jaw-natural, the law-moral, and 
«* the law-evangelical, 

“ 5, They err again in dividing the law-evangelical 
into precepts counfels, making the precepts to 
‘© ferve for all men, the counfels only to ferve for them 
© that be perfeat. 

« 6 chief fubftance of all their teaching and 
‘ preaching refteth upon the works of the law; as ap- 
S¢ pears by their religion, which wholly confifteth in 
6 men’s merits, traditions, laws, canons, decrees, and 
ceremonies, 

“ ki In the dogtrine of falvation, of remiffion, and 
* juftification, either they admit the law equally with 
* ‘the gofpel, or elfe, clean fecluding the gofpel, they 
*¢ teach and preach the law; fo that little mention is 
© made of the faith of Chri, or none at all, 

‘© 8. They err in thinking, that the law of God re- 
€ quireth nothing in us under pain of damnation; but 
* only our obedience in external actions: As for the in~ 
S* ward affections and concupifcence, they efteem but 
* light matters. 

s¢'g. They, not knowing the truc nature and ftrength 
$* of the law, do erroncoufly imagine that it is in man's 
© power to fulfil iz. 

“ 10, They err in thinking, that it is in man’s power 
« not only to keep the law of God, but alfo to perform 
“ more perfe@ works than be in God’s law commanded, 
** and thefe they call the works of perfection, And hereof 
“« rife the works of fupererogation, of fatisfaction, of con= 
se gruity and condignity, to ftore up the treafure-houfe of 
$¢ the pope’s church, to be fold out to the people tor money, 

“ 31, They err in faying, that the ftate monattical is 
“ more perfect for keeping the counfels of the gofpel, 
** than other ftates be in keeping the Jaw of the gofpel. 

“ 42, The counfels of the gofpel they call the vows of 
* their religious men ; as profound humility, perfect chaf- 
** tity, and wilful poverty, 

“© 13. They err abominably, in equalling their laws 
* and conftitutions with God's law, and in faying, that 
** man’s law bindeth under pain of damnation, no Jefs 
“ than Go's pe in feref 

© 14. They err finfully, in punifhing the trani fors 
§ of their laws more fharply than the Chanfgreffors of the 
jaw. of God; as appeareth by their inquifitions, and 
** their cannon-law, &c. 

45. Finally, 
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“ 15. Finally, they err moft horribly in this, that where 
the free promife of God afcribeth our falvation only to 
our faith in Cbrift, excluding works; they, on the con- 
S¢ trary, afcribe falvation only, or principally, to worke 
S* and merits, excluding faith. hereupon arifeth the 
6 application of the facrifice of the mafs, ex epere eperato, 
“ for the quick and dead, application of the merits of 
“* Chrif?s paffion, in bulls, application of the merits of 
$€ all religious orders, and other fuch like trumpery, as 
* above mentioned, 


Tres cautions te be obferved and avvided in the true nttm 
derflanding of the Law. 


‘* Firft, that we, through the mifunderftanding of the 
fcriptures, do not take the law for the gofpel, nor the 
{pel for the Jaw ; but fkilfully difcern and diftinguith 
the voice of the one from the voice of the other. Many 
there be, who reading the book of the New Teflament, 
imagine that whatever they find contained in it, to be 
S¢ only and merely the voice of the gofpel. And, on the 
** other hand, whatever is contained in the Old Teflament, 
*¢ that is, within the low, ftories, pfalms, and prophets, 
*€ to be only and merely the word and voice of the law. 
“© In which they are deceived; for the preaching of the 
‘* law and of fpel are mixed together in Foth the 
“ Toflaments, as well in the Old as in the New. Neither 
*¢ is the order of thefe two do@rines to be diftinguifhed 
‘¢ by books and leaves, but by the diverfity of God’s fpi- 
*© sit fpeaking unto us. For fometimes in the Old Te/- 
*© ¢ament God doth comfort, as he comforted Adam, with 
S¢ the voice of the gofpel. Sometimes alfo in the New, 
he doth threaten and terrify; as when Chrift threatened 
“6 the Pharifeer. In fome pl 2 again, Afofer and the 
S¢ prophets play the evangelifis: Infomuch ‘that Ferom 
“© doubted whether he fhould call /aich a prophet or an 
© evangelift, In fome places, likewife, Chri? and the 
$5 apoftles fupply the part of Mofes: And as Cbriff him- 
“¢ felf, until bis death, was under the law (which law he’ 
<< came not to break, but to fulfil), fo his fermons made ta 
the Fews, run all for the moft part upon the perfect doc- 
« trine and-works of the law, fhewing and teaching what 
** we ought to do by the right law of juftice, what 
‘6 danger enfueth in not performing the fame. All which 
* places, though they be contained in the book of the 
“< New Tofancat, yet they are to be referred to the doc- 
*« trine of the Jaw, ever having in them included a privy 
«© exception 
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«© exception of repentance and faith in Chrift Fefer, As 
© for Ccmolas where Chrif' thus esacbeke Blajid ore 
‘ the pure in beart, for they foall fee Ged*. Except ye be 
&¢ converted, and become as little children, ye foall net enter 
&¢ inte the kingdom of beavent. Bus he, that doath the will 
* of my ‘Fatr, i enter inte the kingdom of heaven. 
“ trite the parable of the unkind fervant, juftly caf 
*¢ into prifon for not forgiving his fellow-fervant, dc, § 
«s The cafting the rich glutton into hell, dc. He, that 
46 denicth me before men, foall be denied before the angels o 
** God.q With other fuch like places of fcripture. All 
“« thefe, I fay, pertaining to the doétrine of the law, do 
ever include in them a fecret exccption of earneft ree 
 pentance and faith in Chrif’s precious blood. For 
«© elfe, Peter denied, and yet repented. Many publicans 
© and finners were unkind, unmerciful, and hard-hcarted 
* to their fellow-fervants; and yet many of them re- 
© pented, and by faith were faved, &c. The grace of 
«© Chrift Fefus works in us repentance towards God, and 
«© faith in himfelf unfeigned. 
‘6 Briefly, to know when the law fpeaketh, and when 
the gofpel fpeaketh, and to difcern the voice of the one 
from the voice of the other, we may learn from the 
«* following remark. That when there is any moral 
“© work commanded to be done, either to avoid punifh- 
¢ ment, or upon promife of any reward temporal or cter= 
® nal, or elfe when any promife is made with condition 
‘© of any work commanded in the law; there is to be un- 
 deritood the voice of the law. On the other hand, 
*¢ where the promife of life and falvation is offered unto 
« us freely, without any merits or doings of ours, and 
“ fimply without any condition auscied: of any law, 
“ either natural, ceremonial, or moral: All fuch places, 
© whether they be read in the Old Tefament or in the 
« New, are to be referred to the voice and doétrine of 
“© the gofpel, And this promife of God, freely made to 
“us by the merits of Fi Chrift, fo long before pro~ 
s© phefied to us in the Ofd Icfament, and afterward ex- 
“© hibited in the New Tefament, and now requiring no- 
pro- 


“© thing but our faith in the Son of God, is calli 

perly the voice of the gofpel, and differeth from the 

voice of the law in this, that it hath me condition ad- 

“¢ joined of our meriting, but only refpecteth the merits 

“© of Cbrift the Son of God; by faith in whom alone wo 
© Matth, v. 8. t Ibid. xviii. 3. T Ibid. vii. axe 
Glbid. xvii a5, he. YLukeavi.sg Ss —  Ubidasii. sy. 

are 
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are promifed of Ged to be faved and juftiied, accord 
“* ing as we read, righteon{nefi ¢ , which is 

a faith of Fefas Chrift eo. all them that Z 
« Heve, Se. Rom. iii, 22. 

“© The fecond caution or danger to be avoided is, that 
« we now knowing how to difcern rightly between the 
¢ Jaw and the gofpel, and having intelligence not to 
s€ miftake one for the other, muft take heed again that 
** we break not the order between thefe two, taking aod 
« applying the law where the el is to be applied, 
“ cleher te ourfelves or Temrke aehise: For netwith 
** ftanding the law and the gofpel many times are to be 
‘* joined together in order of doétrine ; yet it may fome- 
© ‘times fall out, that the law muft be utterly fequeftered 
** from the gofpel. As when any perfon or perfons do 
fcel themfclves with the majefty of the law and judge- 
4 ment of God fo terrified and oppreffed, and with the 
“* burden of their fins overweighed and thrown down in-~ 
“ to utter difcomfort, and almoft even to the pit of hells 
‘© as happeneth many times to foft and timorous con- 
*© fcicnces of God’s fervants: When fuch mortified 
«© hearts do hear, either in preaching or in reading, any 
“© fuch example or place of the fcripture which per- 
*© taineth to the law; let them think, that they do not in 
“ the leaft belong to them, no more than a mourning- 
“ weed belongeth to a marriage feats and therefore re- 
** moving out of their minds all thoughts of the law, of 
«6 fear, of judgement, and condemnation, let them only 
“ fet before their eyes the gofpel, the fweet comfort of 
“ God’s promife, free forgivenefs of fins in Chri/, grace, 
* redemption, liberty, rejoicing, pfalms, thanks, finging, 
** and a paradife of fpiritual jocundity, and nothing elfe 3 
“© thinking thus with themfelves, that the law hath done 
«© his office in them already, and now muft needs give 
** place to his better; that is, muft needs give room to 
“6 Cbriff the Son of God, who is the Lord ‘and Matter, 
the Fulfiller and Finither of the law; for Chrift és the 
« end of the law for righteoufneft to every one that believeth, 
* Rom. x 4. 

«¢ The third danger to be avoided is, that we do not, 
*¢ on the other band, ufe or apply the gofpel, inftead of 
** the law. For, as applying the law inftead of the gof~ 
* pel, is like going toa marriage-feaft in a mourning 
“ gown ; fo to apply the gofpel inftead of the law, is to 
** caft pearls before fwine: In which there is great abufe 
“* gmong many. For commonly it is feen, that thefe 
worldly epicures and fecure mammonifts, to whom the 
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& doétrine of the law doth properly appertain, do receive 
«6 and apply to themfelves moft principally the fweet 
« promifes of the gofpel: So likewife it is too often the 
« cafe, ted Siefken and coamrite in hearty 5 to ho 
* only belong the j tidings fpel and not 
¢ the law, torrecelve and retain to themfelves the terrible 
© voice and fentences of the law. Whereby it cometh 
© to pafs, that many do rejoice, that fhould mourn; and 
‘© many fear and mourn, that fhould rejoice. Where~ 
‘© fore, to conclude; in private ufe of life, let every per- 
© fon wifely difcern between the law and the gofpel, 
‘© and aptly apply to himfelf, that which he feeth con- 
“ yenient. 

“© And again, in public order of doétrine, let 4 
 difcreet preacher put a difference between the broken 
© heart of the mourning finner, and the impenitent 
s¢ worldling, and fo join both the law with the gofpel, 
‘© and the gofpel with the law; that in throwing down 
“© the wicked he ever {parc the weak~heartcd ; and again, fo 
‘© pare the weak, that he do not encourage the ungodly,” 

he Chriftian Reader wil! excufe the length of thefe 
extraGts, which we will conclude with remarking; that 
this excellent man Hamilton, and his blefled commentator 
Frith, lived before the eftablifhment of the Reformation 
in their refpective countries of Scotland and England and 
that it is comfortable to reflect, that the fame Spirit teaches 
the fame truth in all] places and times; as appears in the 
inftance before us, which contains the gofpel with as much 
clearnefs (and would to GOD, it might not be faid, 
with more clearnefs) as among the ‘profetlors of alater day. 


GERARD GELDENHAUOUR, 


SOMETIMES CALLED, 


GERARDUS NOVIOMAGUS. 


fNERARD GELDENHAUR, a very learned 
German, was born at Nimeguen, in the year 1482. 
From his earlieft youth, he + diftinguithed by his dure 


82 GELDENHAUR. 


of learning, efpecially of hit and poetry. He ftudied 
elaffical Taming at diet went through his courfe 
of philofophy at Lowvaiz with fuch fuccefs, that he was 
chofen to teach that fcience there. It was in this famous 
univerfity, that he contraéted a very friG friendfhip with 
fevera] learned men, and in particular with Erafmus, as 
appears from the epiftles of the latter. He made fome 
ftay at Antwerp, from whence he was invited to the court 
of Charles of Aufiria, ‘to be reader and hiftorian to that 
prince: But not loving to change his abode often, he 
did not think proper to attend him into Spain, but difen- 

aged himfelf from his fervice, and entered into that of 
# lip of Burgundy, bithop of Utrecht, He was his reader 
and fecretary twelve years, namely, to the year 15245 
after which, he executed the fame funGions in the court 
of Maximilian of Burgundy. He was fent to Wittenberg 
in the year 1526, in order to enquire into the ftate of the 
fchools, and of the church there. He faithfully reported 
what he had obferved in that city, and confefled, he could 
not difapprove of a doétrine fo conformable to the fcrip- 
tures, as that which he heard there; And upon this he 
forfook the popith religion, and retired towards the Upper 
Rhine. He married at Worms, and taught youth for fome 
time. Afterwards, about the 1531, he was invited 
to Augfburg, to undertake the fame employment ; and at 
length, in the year 1534, he went from thence to Mar- 
pury, where he taught hiftory for two years, and then di+ 
vinity to his death. He died of the plague on the roth 
of Fanuary, A.D. 1542. He was a man well fkilled in 
poetry, rhetoric, and hiftory, The moft confiderable of 
his works are—Hiforia Batavica; Strafburg, 1533; but 
Voffius mentions an edition of the year 1  Bata- 
vorum Infidi. Germania Inferioris Hifloria; Strafburg, 
1532.—-Epifiola de Zelandid.—Satyre Oto, printed at Lou- 
vain, in 1515.—LHiftoria et Catalogus epifcoperum Ultrajec- 
tinorum, &c. 

His changing his religion, and fome writings which he 
publifhed againft the church of Rome, occafioned a quarrel 
between him and Erafmus. Frafmus called him a fedi- 
tious fellow, and blamed him for publithing {coffing 
books, which only irritated princes againft Luther's fol- 
lowers. He blamed him alfo for prefixing the name, and 
fome notes, of Erafmus to certain letters, the intent of 
which was to thew, that the heretics ought not to be pu- 
nifhed. This was expofing Erafmus to the court of 
Reme, and to the popith powers: For it was faying in 
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effe&t, that Erafmus had furnithed the innovators with 
weapons to attack their enemies. Nothing could be 
more true; but Erafmus did not like to have fuch offices 
done him. ‘Age had made him a coward, if he was not 
one naturally; and he was afraid to avow principles, 
which he fecrctly maintained. He abufed Geldenbaur, 
therefore, in very fevcre terms;. compared him to the 
traitor Judas; and, inftead of affifting him in his necel- 
fity, put him off with raillery. ¢ But, my dear Vultu- 
rias,’ for fo he nick-named him, ‘ fince you have taken 
the refolution to profefs an evangelical life, I wonder 
you find poverty uneaty ; when St. Hilarion, not having 
maney enough to pay his boat-hire, thought it caufe of 
glory, that he had undefignedly arrived at fuch gofpel- 
perfedtion. Se. Paul alfo glories, that he knew how 
to abound, and how to fuffer necd; and that, having 
nothing, he poflefled all things. The fame apoftle 
commends certain Hebrews, who had received the gof- 
pel, that they took the {poiling of their goods joyfully. 
Add that, if the “Ferus Vee nous to fe tnd i hinned 
them, how much more does it become thofe, who boai 
of the gofpel, to relieve the wants of their brethren by 
mutual charity : Efpecially, fince evangelical frugality 
is content with very little? Thofe, who live by the 
fpirit, want no delicacies, if they have but bread and 
water: They are ftrangers to luxury, and feed on faft~ 
ing. We read, that the apoftles themfelves fatisfied 
their hunger with ears of corn rubbed in their hands, 
Perhaps, you may imagine, I am jefting all this while; 
—very likely—but others will not think fo.’~—-Thefe 
taunts of Erafmus give us another trace of his true cha- 
sadter. He had not grace to dare the frowns of the world, 
and particularly of the great, among whom were moft of 
his confiderable friends ; and thefe were of the Reman com- 
munion. Whatever he faid in favor of Proteftantif, 
‘was by pure conftraint of the truth. He had very little 
court to make in that quarter. Hence, as he was a man 
of great wit as well as learning, he was free in his jefts 
upon the foibles of many ex: it men among the Pro- 
teftants, which ferved his purpofe, with many of the po~ 
pith party, of concealing his real fentiments, or of en 
joying them without moleftation. He had, in fhort, too 
much of that wifdom, which ftrives to reconcile GOD 
and mammon, 
Under this life, Melchior Adam relates an anecdote of 
Joba Wefelus, 2 phyfician, as well as divine, who can- 
M2 valied 
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valed the dogtrine of the facrament full thirty years before 
the ventilation of that fubjet by Luther and Zuinglixs, 
and wrote notes upon thofe of the New Teftament, 
in which it occurs. Wefelus was alfo firnamed Bafi and 
Gansfert. He was efteemed of fuch uncommon learning, 
piety, and judgement, that he was ufually called /ax mand, 
© The light of the world ;’ and, in rcfpeé to any contro- 
verted matter (like another Pythagoras) it was fufficient 
for determination to prove, bec dixtt, hoe docuit, boc feripfit; 
that Wefelus had faid, taught, and wrote it. He vifited 
moft of the univerfities of note in the Chriftian world, 
and was an intimate friend of Fobx de Wefalid, whom we 
mentioned before, and whom the younger Spanheim has 
miftaken for the fame perfon in his ecclefiaftical hiftory. 
He expected to have thared perfecution with his learned 
friend; and probably would, but for the interpofition of 
David 2 Burgundié, then dithop of Utrecht, whom he had 
greatly ferved in his medical capacity. He wrote many 
tras, which were printed at if, fancy, &c. and 
which have been honored by being placed in the firft clafé 
of thofe books, prohibited by the church of Rome. He 
died in his goth year. By the writings of this excellent 

fon, were the eyes of Geldenbaur opened, to the ac- 

owledgement of the truth. And he relates this remark- 
able circumftance, that in the church of St. Levinus, in 
March 1520, he [Geldenbaur] was informed by John Often- 
dorp, a man advanced in years, that Wefelus, long before, 
had, in converfation with him, when he was but a youth, 
addreffed him [the faid Offenderp,] in thefe words; My 
<* fludious young friend, you will live to fee the day, 
“ when the ine of our late contentious fchool-di- 
<¢ vines, Thomas Aquinas, Benaventure, and others of the 
“* fame teaven, thal] be exploded by all true teachers of 
© the Chriftian religion.”—-How true a prophet he was, 
the event amply thewed; for, foon after that time, the 
Reformation in Germany. —The Jearned Reader 
may fee more of this Wefelus, in Fy ssn s¢ Sulpitius 
¢ Belgicus,” and in the writings of. WMyricus, Wal~ 
Jfus, and others. . - 4 

It is proper to obferve, that Gerard Geldenbaur was 
better known by the name of his country, than-by that’ 
of his family; for he was ufually called Gerardus Novie~ 
magus: And Erafmus, in his letters to him, gives him no 
Other name, - 
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HIS German Reformer was born at Winfperg in 
I Franconia, in the ycar 1482, according to Bayle: 
Dupin fays he was born at Aujehein in Switzerland; but 
it is certain he was of Franconia. His parents were of a 
good family. and in very competent circumftances, I¢ 
appears, in the preface to his annotations upon the pro- 
phecy of J/aiab, that his grand-father was of Bafil, and 
that “his mother was remarkable for the great fanctity of 
her life, and liberality to the poor. His father, being (it 
is faid) a merchant, defigned him for his own profeffion; 
but his mother was defirous of making hima fcholar, and 
revailed on her hutband to fend him to the college of 
Saloni. He was foon removed to the univerfity of Hei~ 
deiberg, where he received the degree of batchelor at 
fourteen years of age. From Heidelberg, he was fent to 
Beulegne, where he ftudicd the civil law fix months; and 
then returned to Heidelberg, where he applied himfelf to 
the ftudy of divinity. He affiduoufly read the works of 
Thomas Aquinas, Richard, and Gerfon; but he defpifed the 
fubtilties of Scotus, and fcorned to follow the humour 
which prevailed in the univerfities. He difregarded the 
honorary diftinétions in the public exercifes; and onl: 
endeavored to obtain the charaéter of a learnedman. He 
furnifhed his mind with ufeful knowledge, and abftained 
from the difputations of the fchoolmen. All his con- 
verfation was remarkably ferious and exemplary, grounded 
upon the maxim, Bum, qui proficiat in tari @ O fciat in 
moribus, non proficere, fed han: ‘That he, who increafes 
in knowledge without virtue, does not increafe, but de- 
creafe. ‘ Not long after (fays Dr. Fuller in his Abel Redi- 
vives) he was honored with the title of mafter of arts, in’ 
the fame academy; after which, by the advice of his pac 
rents, he went to Bononia, with an intent to apply him- 
felf to the ftudy of the civil law ; but after ftaying half a 
pear, and finding the air very prejudicial to bis health, 
returned again to his father, and remained with him 
till he had recovered his former ftrength. He then went 
again to Heidelberg ; where, contrary to the will of his 
father, he quitted the ftudy of the civil law, at one 
: ae imfe 
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himfelf wholly to the ftudy of divinity; being led and 
guided thereto by the love of truth. In the performance 
of which a& he imitated the example of that burning 
lamp of the church Febn Chryfofem, the fame a& bein, 
alfo approved and em by Martin Luther, Fobn Cal- 
vin, Peter Martyr, Theedore Bexa, Lembertus Danaus, and 
others. 

Here he began to make himfelf acquainted with fuch 
fchoolmen, whofe judgement in points of controverfy 
‘were moft approved of in that academy ; as Thomas Aqui~ 
nas, Gerfen, and others; which he Studied with the utmoft 
Tabor day and night, defiring an explanation of fuch dif- 
tin@tions, as he could not underftand. 

This more than ordinary induftry procured him a 
gencral approbation, together with a certain demonttra- 
tion of his future worth, not only in Heidelberg, but 
in the adjacent places; infomuch; that he was _recom- 
mended to that illuftrious prince Philip, Eledtor Palatine, 
who fent for him, and committed his youngeft fons to his 
tuition; bearing always a reverend refpedt to him, for the 
excellency of thofe parts with which he faw he was en- 
dowed. After he had been a while in this new employ- 
ment, he perceived that a courtly life did not fuit his 
natural inclination; therefore he left it, and returned 
again (as one that had been long captivated) to the ftudy 

divinity. 

His parents perceiving that his mind was altogether fet 
on that ftudy, and having no other child but him, they 
made ufe of thofe means that God had bleffed them with, 
in order to procure a priefthood for him, in the town 
where he was born, to which alfo was added the authority 
of preaching: Unto this place he was called, but finding 
himfelf, after a fortnight’s trial, unable to undergo fo 
laborious an office; he defired leave to return again to 
Heidelberg, that he might acquire a greater meafure of 
knowledge, and return from thence Beerer qualified to 
difcharge the important duties of that facred funtion. 

Having obtained Jeaye, he changed his refolution and 
ftcered his courfe towards Tubingen; and from thence to 
Stutgard; where Reuchlin lived; a man famous for-his 
excellent knowledge in the languages. Here he ftayed 
fora hort {pace, during which time, he received from 
Renchlin fome light concerning the Greek; in which, 
by daily ftudy and prattice, he fo profited, that, ypon 
his return to Heidelberg, he publithed a Greek grammar 3 
where he alfo learned the Hcbrrw by a Spanifo teacher. 

Finding 
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Finding him@lf better qualified by the addition of the 
languages, he returned to his native place, and chearfully 
labored in his paftoral office; preaching ay fo power- 
fully to them, that he was greatly admired of his auditors; 
nor did he thine only in found excellent doétrine, but 
alfo ina correfponding life and converfation ; fetting a 
good example before thofe to whom he preached; and 
always affociating with fuch as were famous for religion 
or learning, efpecially Welfgang Capito, with whom he 
was acquainted at Heidelberg : Their fricndthip being here 
renewed, it continued firm till death. 

During the difcharge of his holy calling in the place 
of his nativity, Velfrang Cupite was called to Bafil, to be 
their public fecturer; which advancement did not caufe 
him at all to forget his old friend Occolampadius, but rather 
pat him upon thinking, how he might be of fervice in 
promoting him tu fome more eminent place; fhewing great 
concern, that fo bright a lamp of piety fhould be fhut up 
in fo narrow and unregarded « part of the country; where- 
fore he ufed all means to perfuade the inhabitants of 
Bajil, fignifying his worth, to invite him to this city, and 
to confcr that dignity upon him, which fhould correfpond 
with his merit. Capite herein fucceeded according to 
his wifhes, for they readily agreed, and fent Oecolampa~ 
dius a callto the paftoral office in that city, in 1515. 
Where, after he had preached, with great applaufe, for 
about a twelve-month, he was honored, in the fame aca~ 
demy, with the title of doétor in divinity. About the 
fame time Erafmus Rotteredamus came to Bufil, to publifh 
his annotations on the New ‘Teftament ; for the perfecting 
of which, he ufed the affiftance of our Oecelampadius, on 
account of the eminency of his parts, as he himfelf freely 
confeffeth. 

When Erafmas's work was finithed, Orcolampadius left 
Bafil and went to Aug/burg, being called by the commons 
of the cathedral church to preach in that place unto the 
people : But he remained not long here; partly becaufe of 
the humble opinion he had of his own abilities, thinking 
himfelf infufficient for fo important and eminent a ftation ; 
and, partly becaufe of a degree of melancholy which pre- 
dominated in his conftitution, that difpofed him to retire- 
ment and folitude. He therefore departed, and entered 
into the monaftry of St. Bridget, fituated without the city 
of Augfurg; but ufed fuch caution in making his cove- 
nant with the monks, as that he was to have liberty to 
ftudy, and to believe what he would, and to depart ie 

them. 
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tiem when he pleafed; for, faid he, ‘ Etiamf fexcentis 
“« juramentis me obftrixera, nequaquam ea fervare potero, fi 
“quando utilis minsflerio verbi fum futurus.” Although I 
ffiould bind myfelf by innumerable oaths, I thall not by any 
trieans be able to keep them, if at any time 1 fhall perceive 

‘that any profit will accrue to the church by my miniftry. 
The monks, fenfible of their acquifition, received him 
joyfully into their fociety, beftowing all things on him 
that he defired moft liberally, and particularly acquainted 
fini with all their privileges. After afew months he was 
Sowell pleafed, that he purpofed to {pend the reft of his 
aus ‘in this lazy manner of life: But it pleafed God to 
call him out again, and for that end ftirred up his friends, 
and efpecially Capito, who ferioufly perfuaded and ear- 
neftly exhorted him to give over that monaftical life; to 
Whole entreaties he ielded, and purpofed to betake him- 
felf again to the lahors of his calling; but, by way of 
préparation to his leaving the monaftry, he firft prepared 
and publifhed a book of confeffion, in which, in many 
R rticulars, he oppofed the do@trine of the church of 
Rome, and thereby rendered his life in danger. The 
ponks alfo were greatly afraid, left any inconvenience 
hould happen to them on account of his procecdinys, 
and therefore endeavored to free their monaftry of him. 
In the mean time, he fharply reprebended them for their 
errors, perfuading them to embrace the truth, which fo 
exceegingly incenfed them againft him, that they labored 
rivately with his friends to be more earneft with him to 

leave the monaftry.’ Thus far Fuller. 

. Occolampadiys, in. 1517, wrote a letter to Erafmus, 
full of friendfhip and refpect. He had feen Erafmus at 
Bafil, and informed him, of his own occupations at this 
time; for he was collating the Vulgate with the Hebrew ; 
and of his conneGtions with Melan@hon. In 1518, Eraf- 
mus wrote a friendly letter to Occolampadixs, in which he 
highly commends Milancthen; though, at that time, he 
was difpleated with him, for having {poken flightly of 

a New Tefiainent mi fit 
ecolampadius had acquired a great reputation for his 
ikill in the learned |. - 9 anf ‘was held in great efter 
for his preaching. He was fo far from admitting any 
change in religion, that he wrote a book againit Luther 
to prove that the mafs might be called a facrifice. It was 
in 4520, when he was thirty-eight years old, that he with- 
drew himfelf from the , and became a monk of the 
order of St. Bridget;‘in the monaftry of St: Laurence, near 
Augfourg. 
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Augfurg. © L hear, fays Erafmus, that Orcelampadius is 
© chore monk: I with be fap nere better oon it? 
Frafaus approved this ftep of Occolampadius as little as 
his friend Bilibaldas; and obferves, that a man’s difcon- 
tented and reftlefs temper will purfue him even into the 
retirement of a monaftry. Qecolompadint informed Eraf- 
mus of his change of life; to which the Jatter replied, 
and wifhed, that this learned man might find his new 
fituation anfwerable to his hopes. * If I thought, fays 
* Erafmus, it would prove fo, I could be content to bear 
* you company: But I fear you will find your expec+ 
* tations difappointed.” Oxcolampadixs fufpected, that 
Erafinus difapproved of his entering into a monattic life. 
Frafmus tells him, it was not fo; and that, when he 
treated the monks as Pharifee:, he only meant his ows 
perfecutors; and thofe, who, under a pretence of religion, 
were real foes to it, He was willing to fuppofe, that 
Occolampadius had chofen a fociety \efs infeéted than fome 
others. 
Erafmus was not deceived in his conjeétyre; for, in 
1521, Occolampadius began to go over to the reformers. 
le had correéted the firft edition of the New Teftament 
publithed by Erafmus, who defcribes him as a perfon that 
approved the ftate of life into which he had entered, and 
etformed his duty: However, Orcolampedius foon altered 
is judgement, and Jeft his monaftery in 1522. He ree 
tired to Bafil, in Switzerland, where he was made curate, 
and preacher of the church of St. Martin; and he foon 
introduced the doétrine of Luther, Here he was again 
advanced by the fcnate to a paftoral office, with a yearly 
ftipend, wkich he performed with great zeal and conitancy 
to the glory of God and the good of his church; here he 
boldly difcovered to his auditors thofe errors, which by 
continuance had got firm footing in the church—he 
opened up to them the perfeftion and fufficiency of the 
merits of Chrifi—he declared to them the true nature of 
faith—and explained to them the true do@trine of charity 5 
infomuch that they began to waver in their minds about 
the authority of the popith religion. Whilft he was thus 
zealoully occupied in thefe things, there were fome who 
labored to draw him again to the Pfendo-Cathelick reli- 
jon, efpecially Febannes Cochlaxs, who, in 1524, wrote 
Reecers wp him, in which he declared himfelf deeply af- 
Aided, to hear that 2 man, fo excellently learned, fhould 
lay afide his coul, and adhere to fuch heretical opinions 5 
and at the fame ties exhoctad, hows to revoke his opinion 
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and return to the monaftry, promifing him a difpenfation, 
from the Pope, and the favor of the Prior, which he had 
formerly enjoyed: But thefe and fuch like things were 
lighted by Daslampadius, who, bringing them to the word 
of. God, found they would not endure the trial. 

In the performance of his paftoral charge, an affitant 
‘was appointed him by public ‘authority ; and now he be- 
gan to fettle a more excellent Reformation in the church, 
¢ommanding the facrament of baptifm to be adminiftred 
in the mother tongue, and the facrament of the Lord’s 
fupper to be received in both kinds; he taught that the 
mais was not a facrifice for the living and the dead, or 
for thofe who were tormented in their fcigned purgatory; 
but that perfect fatisfadtion was made for all believers by 
the paffion and merits of Chriff, He diffuaded them from 
f{prinkling themfelves with holy-water, and from the con- 
fecration of palms, and the like; declaring, that they, 
who attributed virtue to fuch things, did exceedingly de. 
traét from the glory and power of God. His prcachings 
of the doctrines of ome took fuch deep root in the hearts 
of his auditors, that they gave a period to many fuper- 
ftitious aftions among them. 

1 he Spundstcr : future Reformation was no domact 

jaid, than the mn began to play his part, and to 
difcover his malicious envy and hatred deain fuch things 
as make for the glory of God; either by hindering their 

roceedings, or fy laying fome foul afperfion on them : 

‘or at that time braks ‘Bocth that, yet ‘continued, facra~ 
mentary diffenfion between Adartin Luther and Huldericus 
Zuinghus, paftor of the church at Zurich, concerning the 
eucharift, which caufed a it diflenfion between the 
churches of Switzerland and Saxeny. Occolampadius endea- 
vored, but with little fuccefs, to heal thefe diffenfions by 
publifhing a book upon the true meaning of thefe words, 
flee off corpus meum; and by many ftrong arguments af- 
firmed, that it was a trepial phrafe. # 

This intended Reformation was again hindered by 
Eckius and his followers, who taught, 1, That the fub- 
ftantial bady and blood of Chriff was ‘in the facrament of 
the altar, 2, That they were truly offered up in the mals, 
both for the living and the dead. 3- That the virgin 
Mary and the Saints were to be worlhipped as interceflors, 
4. That the images of Fefus and the Sarnrs were not to be 
abolithed. ‘hat after this life there was a purgatory. 

Thefe pofitions were vehemently oppofed by Becton 
padins at the public difputation held at Bader: The 

; sonfequencg 
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€onfequenee of which was, that fome of the Helortians or 
Switzers, fub{cribed the arguments of Ectius, and others 
thofe of Occolampedius , fo that their diffenfion fill re- 
mained; nor could it be removed by any means, although 
attempted by many worthy inftruments of Grif who 
encountered many dangers, in order to accomplifh an end 
fo defirable. However Occolampadins wrought {6 with the 
people, that liberty of confcience was granted to the cie 
tizens in matters of religion. 

Luther was introducing the Reformation in Germany 5 
while Zuinghus began to introduce it in Switzerland, 
by publicly preaching againft the cotruptions of the 

‘oman church. Oscolampadius affifted Zuinglivs; which 
made Erafmus {peak ill of them both, in 1524, and ins 
veigh violently againft the morals both of the reformed, 
who then began to make 2 , and of the Lutherans. 
© Shall we, fays Erafmus, off the domination of 
© popes and prelates, to fubmit to worfe tyrants than 
“ they, to fcabby madmen, to the fcum of the earth?” 
He had in view Otho Brunfield, and Farellus, whom he 
could not bear, becaufe they had declared him as a poli- 
tical time-ferver, who durft not a& according to his truce 
fentiments. They had their faults: Buc they applied 
themfelves clofely to the ftudy of the holy {criptures; 
and, as far as they underftood the gofpel, they preached 
it with great fervor, and with no lefs danger. If there 
was fomething in their behavior which &yafmus could 
juftly cenfure, there was alfo fomething which he might 
have commended. 

Occolampadiusand Zuinglins had declared openly enough, 
that they followed not the fentiments of Luther in all 
things :. Yet they {poke of Luther with refpect; and thefe 
differences were not concerning things eflential and fun- 
damental. Erafmus, who was fo well verfed in ecclefi- 
aftical antiquities, knew that the antient fathers were far 
enough from being all of a mind, though they agreed in 
the main; and as he pardoned them, he ought to have 
extended the fame favor to his contemporaries, to men 
equally liable to the fame defects, and equally worthy of 
the fame regard and refped. 

Ervafmaus, in 1525, appeared angry with Occolampadiuss 
becaufe, in the preface to his commentary on J/aiah, he 
had faid of Brel, Magnus Erafmus nofter, “ Our great 
“© Erafmus,” which might give occafion to the enemies of 
the latter to fay, that he and Oscolampodius wore of « mind. 
‘The beginning of this epiftle ig not worthy of Brafmus, 
: Na $ Tjudge 
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T juige not, fays he, I leave that to the Lord, who will 

abfolve, or condemn you: But confider what feveral 

great men think of you, the emperor, the Pope, Ferdi~ 

uand, the king of England, the bithop of Rochefter, cars 

dina} Welfor and many others, whofe authority it is 

not fafe the to defpife, and whofe favour it is not 
* prudeat for me to throw away.’ What reply this 
Jearned and worthy Reformer made to this ftrange com~ 

faint, we know not: But he might very juftly have told 
creas, that he had done him more honor than he de~ 
ferved; and that, for the future, he wonld throw away 
Be more civilities upon him. 

Whilft Latheranifm was fettling in Germany, the doc~ 
trine of the new fect, founded in Switesrland by Zuinglius, 
was called, © Evangelical Truth;? and Zuinglius boldly 
oppofed the errors of the church of Rome, Upon this 
foundation he continued preaching from the beginnin; 
Of the year 1519, not only againft indulgences, but alfo 

init the interceffion and invocation of faints, the fa~ 
erifice of the ma(s, the ecclefiaftical vows, the celebacy 
of priefts; and the abftinence from meats. However, he 
attempted no alteration in the outward and public worthip 
of God till 1 Pa when he found the magiftrates and citi- 
zens of Zurich difpofed to cat off the Kemifs doStrine, and 
teceive the refor 


i mined, 

About this time, the fe& of Anabaptifts fprung up in 
Germany, ander Nichelas Stork and Thomas Muncer, who 
had been followers of Luther. They taught, that the 
iat of all men ought to be common: Fhat all men 

uld be free, and inde, it: That Ged would no 
fonger permit the opp of kings, and the injuttice 
of magiftrates: ‘That the time was come for them to be 
depofel, and men of honefty and religion fet up in their 
places. This feditious doctrine was difperfed in Germany, 
and caufed a rebellion among the Frsfente in all places. 
The firft commotioss began in Swabia,which foon fpread 
throughout all the ten circles of the empire, where vaft 
multitudes ef peafants plundered the country; robbed and 
burnt the churches, monaftries, and caftles; flew the 
fricks, monks, and nobility; and made a ftrange defo~ 
lation in all the ftates: The princes of the empire fent a 
confederate arm: inft the rebels, who were defeated 
in three battles by George Truch/es, count of Walburg, and 
the elector Palatine. uncer ftill kept fome bands of 
gepianss in Thuringia, and made Mulbexfex the chief re= 

of this Uspian kingdom, But jobn eletior of 
axONYy 
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Baxeny, Frederie prince of Heff, and the duke of Brun. 
wick, attacked Muncer at Fraackbufen, where he was de« 
feated, taken prifoner, and executed. _ 
While th: ees princes asia ad crafting this pees 
of the peafants, there ifputes in Ger: 
and Stoitzerland between the ‘Remi priefts and the Re 
formers; as alfo between the Lutherans, Zuinglians, and 
Anabaptitts, Luther declared himfelf againtt the doétrine 
of Zuinglius concerning the Lord’s Supper: But Occos 
Jampadius concurred with Zuinglius, taught the fame 
doctrine at Bafil, ‘ 
Erajmus cefided at this time at Bafil, and fpeaks of thd 
laughter of the peafants in Germany: But commends the 
comparative moderation of the reformers of Bafil, He 
wrote to Bedda, to juftify a letter which he had former): 
fent to the bithop of Bafl. Init we find fome remarkable 
things concerning the fentiments of the reformed, as to 
the eucharift. * Carsloffad, fays he, hath brought a moft 
* formidable tragedy upon the flage. He hath perfuaded 
the people, that there is nothing in the Lord’s Supper 
except bread and wine. Zuinglius hath written books 
to fupport this opinion: And Occolampadius hath de« 
fended it with fuch fkitl, and hath employed fo many 
arguments, and fuch perfuafive eloquence, that, if God 
fhould not interpofe, even the elc& may be feduceds 
This city of Ba wavers; but it may ftil] be confirmed 
in the faith. I am obliged to quit all my other affairsy 
to enter into this war, although I have not abilities 
equal to fo difficult a tafk.’ It appears not, that raf= 
mus even undertook to confute Orcolampadias; and this was 
probably a mere bragging and threatening, not intended 
to be put in execution, and thrown out only to pleafe 
the Romanifts. He aéted very prudently in leaving Oeco- 
Jampadius and Zuinglins at quiet, and in declining a com- 
bat, wherein he woald infallibly have been buffeted and 
difgraced. He was ever fufpected of favoring this very 
fentiment; and, in another letter, he beftows the fame 
praifes upon this work of Occolampadixus. : 
Occolampadius agreed with Zuinglius in the nature of 
the doftrine; but he gave a different fenfe of our Lord’s 
words. Zuinglius placed the figure of thefe words, * This 
* is my body,’ in the verb, ©is;’ which he held to be 
taken for fignifies. Occolampadius laid it upon the noun, 
Sedy; and affirmed that the bread is called, the bai, bya 
aetonymy, which allows the name of the thing fignified 
to be given tothe fign, The 
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The Lutherans, in Swabie and Beveria, decried the 
Gogtrihe of Orcolampadius in their fermons, which obi; 
him to dedicate a treatife upon the words of the inftitutiort. 
of the Lord’s Supper to them, printed at Strafburg in 
1525, and afterwards in the German tongue at Bafi, where 
ik was at firft forbidden, As foon as this formidable book 
appeared, the magiftrates of Bafl confulted two divines 
and two lawyers, to know whether the public fale of it 
might be permitted. The divines were Zrafmus and Berus; 
the lawyers were Bonifacius Amerbachius and Claudius Can 
ximetta, Esafmus fays, that, in giving his anfwer upon 
this-point, he made no inve@ives againft Orcolampadius ; 
and fo the book was allowed to be fold. He adds, Zuin= 
glius, Oscolampadius, Capito, and Pellican, were alarmed 
at this procedure; and that Capite wrote from Strafburg, 
defiring that too much deference might not be paid to the 
judgement of thefe four arbitrators. 

rentius anfwered Occolampadius, in the name of all the 
Lutheran minifters of Swabia, in a book intitled, Syn 
gramma Suevitum fuper verbis cane, in which he affertedy 
* That Jefus Chriff is prefent in the facrament, and in 
® the adtion of the fupper: That his body and blood are 
* received, although in an invifible manner, by faith; as 
* remiffion of fins is received by baptifm.’ Yet he inti- 
mated, that the body and blood of Cériff are prefent only 
by faith, and are received only fpiritually. The Syx+ 

‘amma was tranflated by John Agricola into the German 

jan, 3 and it was approved by Luthery who wrote a 
preface to it, wherein he fays, ‘ ‘The facramentarians 

had already five or fix leaders; the firft, Carcleffadius, 
who applies the pronoun this, to the vifible body of 
Fefes Chrift, the fecond Zovinglins who expounds the 
word is, by fignifies, the third Occolampadius, who places 
the figure upon the word, dedy; a fourth peryerts the 
order of the words; a fifth alters their places; the fixth 
is not yet produced, who will chicane about the words, 
and, perhaps, we may foon fee a feventh, who will 
ove! all.’ 

Occolampadius and Zuinglius were obliged to defend 
themfelves againft Luther, who anfwered them, and wrote 
2 book on purpofe upon the eucharift in the German 
en ir in which he attempted to prove the ubiquity of 
the body of Fefus Chrift by this argument: * That in all- 
€ places where the divinity of our Saviour is, there his 
* humanity ought alfo to be prefent.” Oecolampadius and 
Zuingliue immediately replied: And Oncelampedias and 

jucer 


OECOLAMPADIUS, os 


Bucer confuted the large confeffion of Luther, Brentius 
oppoled their opinions in bis expofition upon the golrel 
of St. Febs; and the other Lutherans perffted refolutely 
in the condemnation of it. 

: Brafmus, in 1526, pailed 2 remarkable jud; nt upon 
the fentiments of Orcelampadius touching the eucharift, 
in a letter to Pirckbeimerus, who had written 2 book on 
the fubjeét againft Occolampadius, * Theopinion of Occex 
* lampadixs, {ays Erafmus, would not difpleafe me, if the 
* confent of the church did not hinder me from adopting 
© ie: For I difcern not what good an invifible fubftance 
© can do there, or how it can profit any one, if it were 
$ difcernable.’ Here the good fenfe of Brafmus fuggefted 
tohim plain and ftron; ments againft either tranfub- 
Rantiation, or the real and bodily prefence: He thought 
miracles fhould be fo wrought as to be feen, and that 
they Should never be wroughtin vain. Pirckbeimerus ral~ 
Tied Evrafmus for having faid, that he preferred the fenti- 
ment of Oecolampadius upon the cucharift to that of others, 
Erafmus replied, * 1 never faid that his fentiment was the 
£ beit: I only faid to fome friends that I could adoptit, if 
* the authority of the church had approved it; but that I 
$ could not quit the fentiments of the church, I call the 
* church, the confent of the body of Chriftian people.” 

The confequence of thefe difputes was a divifion among 
the reformers into two confidcrable fects: The Luthe+ 
rans, and the Zuinglians, or Sacramentarians. The 
Saxons continyed firm to the dostrine of Luther; and that 
of Zuinglius was received by the Switzers, and fume cities 
of the upper Germany. 

All this time, the gofpel was preached in no other of 
the Swift cantons, than Surich, The other twelve can- 
tons, therefore, appointed among themfelvesa difputation 
to be held at Baden, at which place were affembled the 
famous Eckius, Fobn Faber, Murner, &c. together with 
the bithops’ legates of Lucern, Bafil, Laufanne, 8c. The 
points difputed were, tranfubftantiation, the propitiation 
offered in’the mafs, the invocation of faints, the worfhip 
of im and purgatory. Occolampadius, with others, 
difputed againft free thefes; but came to no other con- 
elufion, than to refer the decifion to the authority of the 
ext general council, when it fhould be convened. 

A conference between the Zuinglians, Lutherans, and 
Papifts, was held at Bern, on the feventh of Fanuary, 
1528. This difputation was particularly on the propo- 
ition of the facrament; and Oscelampadiut, together with 
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Zuinglins, Bucer, Capito, Blaxretus, and feveral other Sau 
cramentarians, maintained it againft the Papifts and Lue 
‘therans, J¢ ended in the. abalition of the fuperititious 
ceremonies of the Romifs church, throughout the canton 
of Bern, The cities of Confance and Geneva immediately 
followed the example : But it was not effected in the cities 
of Bafl and Strafburgh till:529. Occolampadius was mar- 
ried this year to the widow of Cellarixs. It is remarkable, 
that, after the death of Occelampadius, the was married fo 
Wolfangus Capito: And laftly, to Martin Bucer. Erafimus 
laughed at Oscolampadius for his marriage; and faid, * He 
* hath taken to himfelf a wife, a pretty girl; probably he 
€ defigns to mortify the fleth, Some YA Lutheranifm 
# tragedy: I call it a comedy, where the diftrefs ends in 
‘ matrimpny,” Yet he afterwards commended him as 3 
divine, 

The troubles of Germany increafed, and the emperor 
Charles ¥. was_obligec to call a diet at Spire, in March 
1529; in the firft place, to require the affiftance of the 

tinces of the empire againft Selyman, who had taken 
Buda, and threatened to conquer all Hungary: And in 
the next place, to find-out fome way to allay the difputes 
about re! igion, ‘The Anabaptifts were not permitted to 
come to this diet: It was alfo intended to exclude the de- 
puties of Stra/burgh, and the other cities, who had, con+ 
trary to the edits of the preceding diets, abolifhed the 
nafs, and other ceremonies, by their own authority. The 
Catholics labored all they could to divide the Lutherans, 
and Sacramentarians ; and had accomplifhed their defign, 
if the landgraye of Hef had not prevented their divifions 
from breaking out, ‘The Lutheran princes protefed again 
+ the ediék publithed at the diet of Spires and, for. that 
Seafon, were called Prorestants. In the following 
year they prefented to the emperor, at the diet of Aug/burg, 
their confeffon of faith; and entered into a defenfive 
league, at Smalcqld, for their common fecurity, 

The article of the preteflation, which concerned the doc- 
trine of the Secramentarians, was particularly worded, 
that the princes might take away the difference between 
the Lutherans and Zuinglians, without approving the 
do@rine of the Sacramentarians. Oscolampadius com- 
Bisinet a letter mete to Meleaitives More Faber, bi 

of Frenna, attem te procure the iemnation 
their opinions : And he defired Mclanéthen to declare on 
his fide, dslanéthen anfweyed him, that he could not 
epprove their opinion, ashe found no fufficient earn =e 
: ey 
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depart from the Yiteral fenfe of the words. . He defired 
Oxcelampadius to confider the importance of the queftion 
jn debate: And adds, it would be convenient that fome 

men fhould confer together upon that head. Oece- 
Freed replied to this letter of Mclanéthon, and yielded 
to the ity of fome conferences: But obferved, that 
the perfons to be appointed fhould be men free from paf+ 
fion, and-not of contentious fpirits ; otherwife they would 
be unable to difcover the truth, and only increafe their 


enmity. 

The landgrave of Hefé, in purfuance of thefe propo~ 
fitions, invited Zwinglivs and Luther to a friendly con- 
ference at Marpurg, in Ofober following. Both parties 
were unwilling to accept the propofal: But Orcolampa« 
dius prevailed on Zuinglius, Bucer, and Hedio, to embrace 
it, and repair to Marpurg, where they were followed by 
Luther, Melanéthon, Fuflus Fonas, Andrea: Ofiander, Bren» 
tius, and Agricola, Before they held their public con- 
ference, there was a private meeting between Oscolempa- 
dius and Zuinglius, Luther and Melanéthon. They dif 
agreed upon the article of the Lord’s Supper, and debated 
it before the landgrave himfelf. This conference held 
three days; wherein Luther kept clofe to the words of the 
inftitution, which he affirmed to be full and pofitive for 
the corporal manducation. Occolampadius aflerted, that 
they ought to be underftood metaphorically, and of a {pi- 
ritual prefence ; but affirmed, that it did not exclude the 
corporal. Many authorities and arguments were pro- 
duced on both fides: Though neither was convinced. 

Bucer endeavored to reconcile the Lutherans and Zu- 
inglians at the dict of Augfburg: But Occclampadius dif- 
approved of his articles; and his labours to procure an 
union were ineffectual. In 1531, a civil war broke out 
between the popith and proteftant cantons in Stwitzerland, 
in which Zuinglixs was killed. “The fame year the book, 
publitbed by Servetus about the errors concerning the 

tinity, was brought into Switzerland, where it difgufted 
feveral of the proteftant divines, as it appears from a let- 
ter of Oscclampadius to Bucer, dated she fifth of Augu/f, 
1531, wherein he fays, ‘* ] have feen our friends of Bern, 
~" who are very much offended with the book intitled De 

Trinitatis Erroribus. 1 defire you will acquaint Luther, 

that this book was printed out of this country, and 

without our knowledge. The author impudently af- 
firms, that the Lutherans do not underftand the doc- 
trine of juftification ; er a church will be ill fpoken 
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« of, unlefs our divines make it their bufinefs to explode 
“him, I befeech you to make an apology for our church, 
© at leaft in your confutation inferibed to the emperor. 
<S He wrefts all the paffages of the {cripture, to prove 
‘« that the Son is not co-éternal and confubftantial with 
¢ the Father s and that the man Cbrif is the Son of God.” 

The iftrates of Bafil defired that Occolampadius 
would give them his opinion concerning the book of Ser- 
‘ystus; and the reformer made a fhort difcourfe in their 
prefence, wherein he thewed that it was a pernicious 
book ; but he exprefied himfelf with t_ moderation. 
Occelampadius alfo wrote two letters to Servetus about his 
Book, wherein he confuted him in a very civi] manner, 
and intreated him té renounce his errors. He blamed 
Servetus for expreffing a greater efteem for Tertullian, than 
for all the other rs of the church. Servetus conti« 
nued an Anti-trinitarian ; -and fome are of opinion, that 
the Reformation would have made a further progrefs, if 
it had not been for that fea, 

After the painful fuftaining (fays Dr. Fuller, fh of fomany 
Jabors, at home and abroad, he returned to Bafl, where 
he fpent the remainder of his life in preaching, reading, 
writing, publifhing, vifiting the fick, and alfo the care of 
certain adjacent churches, till 15317 when it pleafed God 
to vifit him with ficknefs, that foon confined him to his 
bed, with the greateft appearance of 2 ff diffolution. 
He fent for the paftors of the place, and weluomed them 
with a hort, pithy oration; in which he exhorted them 
to remain conftant and firm in the purity of the dofrine 
which they profeffed, becaufe it was agreeable to the word 
of God; ‘As to other things, he withed them to be lefs 
careful ; affuring them, that the all-fufficient God would 
care for them, and would not be wanting to his church. 

His children ftanding before him, he took them by their 
right-hand, and gently ftroking their heads, he advifed 
them so.lore , who would be to them in place of a 

cre 

A little before his death, one of hi te friends com- 
ing to him, he afked him, ‘* What news?” his friend anfwer- 
ed, ‘Nox’ But (faid he) ‘¢ 7 will tell thee news ;’” being 
atked, what it was? he anfwered, ‘¢ Brevi ero apud Curis- 
<¢ pum Dominum:” I fhali in a foert time be with 
Cuaist my Lory. And laying his hand upon his breaft, 
he faid, ** Here is abundance of light.” In the morning be- 
fore he died, he repeated the fifty-firft pfalm ; at the end of 

- which he added, “* Salve me, Chrifte Fefu;” fave me, O Chrift 
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Fefus; being the laft words he was heard to fpeak: Thofe 
prefent in the room praying, continued to pray till he had 
furrendered his fpirit to his Creator ; which he did moft 
willingly and chearfully, on the firt day of December, 1531, 
and in the forty-ninth ycar of his age; and was buried, 
with every mark of refpeét and concern, in the fame city. 

He was of a meek and quiet difpofition, in the under- 
taking of any bufinefs; he was very circum{pe&; nor 
was any thing more pleafing to him, than to {pend his 
time in reading and commenting. He left the following 
works behind 7 ‘ 

x. Annotations on Geasft. 2. On. Feb. _ 3. On Ifziab. 
4: Jeremiah. §. Ezekiel. 6. Daniial.-7..Hofea. 8, Amos, 
g. Fonab, 10. Micab, chap. ii, rx: On the three laft, 
prophets. 12. On the Pfalms. 13, Matthew. 14. Ro- 
mans, 15. Hebrews. 16. 1 Epiftle of Joba. 17. Of 
the genuine fenfe of thefe words, Hoc 4 corpus menm, 
18. An exhortation to the rcading of God's word. 19. 
Of the dignity of the eucharift, 20. Of the joy of the 
refurreétion, “21. A fpeech to the fenate of Baftt 22..A 
catechifm, 23. Annotations on Chryfoffem. 24. Enchi- 
ridion to the Greek tongue. 25: inft Anal 
26, Annotations on the 4s of the apofties, and epittles to 
the Corinthians. 27. Of alms-deeds. 28. Apaintt Fulian the 
apoftate. 29. Of true faith in-Chrif. 30. Of the praifes 
of Cyprian. “31. Of the lifeof Adofes. 32. Againft ufury. 
He learning and dodtrine were fuch, that even candy. 
nal Sadelet, on hearing the news of his death, withed that 
he could lawfully grieve for the lofs of him. He was fuc-,: 
ceded by Oftwaldus Myconius, Steidan fays, that his grief 
upon the death of Zsinglixs, whoin he loved extremely, 
heightened his diforder, and haftened-his end. Verheit 
fays, that there was fcarce ever fuch an inftance of cordial 
friendthip, as fubfifted between thefe two great men, 
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LRICUS ZUINGLIUS, the famous Reformer 


of this country, was of a entage, and born 
on the firft of ‘Jonuary, 48 a Wiadhonjen in the sounty 
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of Tockenbarg, which is a diftin republic, in alliance 
with the Switzers, or Helvetic body. He was fent to 
Bafil, when he was tem years of age, to receive the firft 
rudiments of his learning; and from thence he went to 
Bern, where he was tt Greek and Hebrew under 
Henry Lupulus. He ftudied philofophy at Vienna, and 
divinity at Bafl, where he was made dotkor in 1505, about 
which time he heard Thomas Wittenbach preach, that the 
death of Cbrif is the only price of our redemption, and 
that indulgences were but a device of the pope: And the 
next year he began to preach with fuch faccefs, that 
he was elected paftor of Glaris, the chief town in the 
canton of that mame. He continued there till 1516, when 
the reputation which he had acquired by his fermons oc- 
afoul him to be called to the Hermitage, a place famous 
for pilgrimages to the virgin Mary. 

It iwteponed, that Zuagtius, about this time, had-a re- 
markable conference with cardinal Matthew, bifhop of 
Syon, in the allied country of Valais, concerning the 
abufes which had crept into the church, and the way to 
work a Reformation. He had before read the conclu~ 
fions of the famous Picus of Mirandula, which had gone 
far to determine his judgement. He then had heard no- 
thing of Luther. 

le was {oon after invited to Zurick, the capital of that 
canton, to undertake the principal charge of that city, 
and to preach the word of God among the inhabitants. 
‘The method which he followed in his fermons, was to 
explain a text of holy {cripture; and he began with the 
gofpel of St. Matti “f Se 

About the year 1517, Martin Luther, profeffor of Wit- 
tenberg in Saxony, had entered into a difpute again‘ the 
cuftom of felling indulgences by the pope, who condemned 
Luther : But he appealed to 2 council, and went on writing 
againft the errors of the church of Rome, 

Zuinglius thewed himfelf at firft very favorable to La- 
ther, and recommended his books to his auditors, though 
he would not preach them himfelf. Samfen, a francifcan 
of Milan, was fent by the pope, as general vifitor of his 
order, to publith indulgences at Zwrick. He preached, 
according to the ufual. manner, that the pope had granted 
an abfolute pardon of fins to fuch as purchafed thofe in- 
dulgences, and that they might thereby infallibly deliver 
foals out of pe » Zutuglins followed the example 

uther, by declai powerfull: inft this francif- 
can, and againit the indulgences. "Herb biftop ay 
lance 
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fence believed, that Zuinglus was difpteafed only with the 
‘atufe, and exhorted: him to proceed under his Peneies: 
But Zuingiixs went farther, and folicited that prelate, as 
alfo the papal legate in Switzerland, to favor the do&trine 
that he inten to fettle, which he called evangelical 
truth, They refufed his propofals; and he oppofed the 
popith ceremonies from the year 1519, to 1523, when he 
found an opportunity of eftablithing his own do@trine, and 
of abolithing the fuperftition of Rome. 

Erafmus was difpleafed at the violent quarrels which. 
arofe about the Lord’s Supper among the Reformers, the 
Zuinglians, and the Lutherans ; for, in thofedays, Zsin- 
gilius and his adherents were the only men who talked 
reafonably upon that fubjeé&t. He informed the prefident 
of the court at Afcchlin, in 1522, that the fpirit of Re- 
formation increafed in Switzerland, where there were two 
hundred thoufand who abhorred the fee of Rome. Evaf- 
mus was not miftaken in this, as the Reformation in Swit- 
zerland foon afterwards fhewed. 

The Switzers had rendered themfelves a very formidable 
nation, and their bravery was admired in all the European 
ftates. Francis I. king of France purchafed thcir friend~ 
ship with a great fum of moncy in rgrg: And, in sary 
concluded a treaty with the Switzers, by which he was at 
liberty to levy any number of Swift troops, from fix to 
fixteen thoufand, without afking the confent of the ma- 
giftrates. The canton of Zurich refufed to cnter into this 
treaty; becaufe Zuinglixs, who was in great eftecm there, 
reprefented that the (uffering 2 foreign prince to ralfe 
troops in‘this manner, was, in cffeét, felling the blood of 
their allies and children. 

Zuinglius conduéted the Reformation in Switzerland 
with as much progrefs as Luther conduéted that in Saxony; 
though he carried himfelf with more moderation and pru- 
dence. He propounded his doétrine in his fermons, 
which he preached four years fucceffively in Zurick, and 
thereby. prepared the minds of the le for its recep- 
tion: But he would not attempt to make any altcrations 
in the divine worfhip without the concurrence of the ma- 
giftrates; and he caufed an affembly to be called for that 

urpofe by the fenate of Zurick, on the twenty-ninth of 
fanuary, 1523, that the differences among preachers in 
matters of religion might be compofed. 

The affembly met upon the day appointed, when a 

it number of the clergy appeared, and the bifhop of 
ince fent three deputies, among whom was Jae te 


ur y 


102 ZUINGLIUS 


Ber, his chief vicar. The conful opened the conference 
by declaring, that the fermons of Zwinglixs had raifed fo 
many difputes in their city, that the fenate thought it the 
beft way to allay thefe differences by appointing a con- 
ference before the council of two hundred, to which all 
the clergy both of the city and country had been fum- 
moned.  Zuinglius replied, ‘* That the light of the gofpel 
‘© had been obfcured, and almoft extinguifhed, by human 
* traditions: But that feveral eminent men had lately 
“ endeavoured to reftore it, by preaching the word of 
«© God to the people in its purity. ‘That he was one of. 
“ that number; and, like them, had been treated as an 
“¢ heretic and feducer ; though he had, for five years paft, 
“© taught only what was contained in the holy fcripture. 
‘© That it was for this reafon he had detired to give an 
¢ account of his doétrine before the fenate of Zurick, and 
“ the bithop of Conffance. That he thanked the fenate 
“ for granting him this favor ; and that he had drawn his 
“« doGrines into fixty-feven propofitions, which he was 
“ fully perfuaded were agreeable to the gofpel : And he 
“* was ready to anfwer for himfclf, if any perfon would 
 accufe him of error or herefy.” 

The doétrines contained in thofe fixty-feven propo+ 
fitions, may be reduced to thefe following articles. That 
the gofpel is the only rule of faith. The church is the 
communion of faints. We ought to acknowledge no 
other head of the church but Fefus Chrif?, All traditions 
fhould be rejefted. “There is no other facrifice but that 
of Fefus Chrift upon the crofs: And the mafs is no fa~ 
grifice, but 2 commemoration of the facrifice of Chri/t, 
‘We have need of no other interceffor with God than Sefus 
Chrift, All forts of meat may be eaten at all times. 
The habits of monks fmell of hypocrify. Marriage is 
allowed to all men, and no man is obliged to make a vow. 
of chaftity, nor are priefts at all obliged to live unmar- 
ried. Excommunication ought not to be inflited by the 
bithop alone, but by the w! church ; and notorious 
offenders only ought to be excommunicated. The power 
which the pope and bifhops affume to themfelves, is a 

piece of pride that has no foundation in the fcripture. 

od alone can forgive fins: For confeffion of fin to 2 
prief is only to beg his ghoftly advice; and works of 

fatisfaction proceed from human tradition. The f{cripture 
does not teach us, that there is fuch a place as purgatory. 
The charatter which the facraments are faid to imprefs 
js of 3 modern invention, The feripture acknowledges 
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fione for priefts, or bifhops, but fuch as preach the word 
of God. Laftly, he promifed to deliver his judgement 
about tythes, the revenues of the church, the condition 
of infants not baptized, and about confirmation, if any 
perfon defired to difpute with him upon thefe points. 

Zuinglius exhorted the magiftrates of Zurick to leave 
their citizens no longer in doubt of what concerned their 
falvation. ‘The council then declared, that if any perfon 
prefent had any thing to alledge againft Zuinglius, he had 
free liberty to fpeak. Zuinglius made a public challenge 
three times: But he met with no opponent, except Faber, 
who inadvertently mentioned the interceflion of faints, 
which gave Zuinglius an opportunity of oppofing that 
do&rine, and drawing his adverfary into a difpute. 

Faber made a very gencral dilcourtc about the authority 
of the church and councils, which had condemned the 
antient heretics, and lately Wickliffe, Hufs, and ‘Ferom of 
Prague, whofe dodtrines were now revived. He faid, that 
the interceffion of faints was 2 doétrine, which had been 
long fettled in the church, and authorized by the prac- 
tice of all nations: But concluded, that fuch qucftions 
ought to be debated only among divines, as in the uni- 
verfitics of Paris, Cologne, or Lewvain. 

Zuinglius replied, that he defired of him only to refolve, 
whether the {cripture made any mention of the interceffion 
of faints? If councils were infallible? Whether tradi- 
tions and cuftoms ought not to be rejected, when they are 
not grounded upon the authority of holy feripture? And 
whether it is not clearly exprefled, that Fens Chri? is 
our only Mediator ? 

From this queftion, they paffed to another concerning 
the celibacy of priefts; and thefe two queftions were the 
fubject of a long conteft, between the deputies of the bi- 
thop of Conflance on the one part, and Zuinglins, Les Juda, 
and fome other minifters on the other. ‘The former fup- 
ported their opiniuns by tradition, the authority of the 
church, and the canons of the councils: But the latter 
would abide only by the holy {cripture. 

‘The debates ended at noon, and the fenate publifhed 
an edi&, whereby it was ordained, ‘ that Zuinghvs fhould 
© continue to teach and preach the doctrine of the gofpel, 

and the word of God, in his ufual manner; and al! 
paitors and teachers, both in the city and country, were 
forbid to teach any thing that could not be proved by 
the gofpel, and holy feripture ; and they were enjoined 

to forbear all accufations of berefy, or other one 
aver 
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Faber entered a protedtation again# this edi, and faid, 
she would demonftrate, that the doftrine of Zuinglixs was 
contrary tothat of St. Pew. Zuinghus challenged him 
“to do it; and promifed him a cheefe of hore’s milky if he 
could prove any of his doétrines erroneous, by the gofpel, 
.or holy fcripture, z 

At is eafy to imagine, after the publication of this edi@, 
that the dofirine of Zuinglixs became general throughout 
all the canton of Zurich, under the name of ‘ evangelical. 
© truth.’ The external worthip was contrary to the new 
dogtrine ; for images remained, and mafs was celebrated, 
in the churches, which could not be abolithed without 
authority. Zuinglixs was determined to & his defign, 
and engaged the fenate to call a new aflembly, to which 
they invited the bifhops of Gonftance, Coire, and Ba/fil, the 
univerfity of Bafil, and the twelve cantons of Swit- 
zerland, to fend their deputies, and make the afilembly of 
greater authority. 

‘The fenate allembled again, on the twenty-fixth of Oc- 
tober, -1 523» when Yoachim Vadianus, Sebaftian Hoffman, 
and Chriftepher Chapplerus, were chofen arbitrators of the 
difpute: Zuinglius and Leo Fude were refpondents: And 
all perfons prefent were allowed to objeét what they 
pleafed. The firft queftion propounded was, ‘ What the 
* church is, and wi it is?” Zuinglius diftinguifhed, 
and faid, “ That the church was taken in two fenfes: 
‘© Firft, For the congregation of -all true Chriftians, of 
“¢ whom e/us Chriff is the head: Secondly, For the per~ 
ticular con; tion of Chriftians in one place :” And 
he thaintained, that the congregations of cardinals and 
bifhops were not the church, He declared, his difregard 
of the councils, his contempt of the pope’s decree, and 
-his negleé& of the emperor's edi@. Leo Fude oppofed the 
aufe of images by texts of the Old Teftament, whereby it 
was forbidden the Jews to make or worthip any graven 
image ; and by fuch places of the New Teftament, wherein 
the adoration of idols was prohibited. Zsinglivs main- 
tained, that images were not to be tolerated, and that the 
law of God forbad them abfolutely. The refolution of 
this firft conference was, that no images were to be al< 
lowed among Chriftians. : 

In the fecond conference, they difcourfed about. the 
-ma{s, which Zwinglixs maintained was no facrifice. The 
three arbitrators, appointed by the fenate, gave fentence, 
that ‘ The abufes of images and maffes were fuficiently 
proved by the word of Gods therefore, they left 4¢ wp 
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€ the fenate to enquire how they might be abolifhed with- 
© out offence.’ This was the tefilt of the conference, 
which was followed with an edi&, whercby it was for- 
pidden to the priefts and monks to make any public pro- 
ceffions, to carry the holy facrament, of elevate it in the 
church to be worthiped Relics were taken out of 
churches: It was ordered, that organs fhould not be 
played, or bells be rung; that palm-branches, falt, or 
tapers fhould not be bieffed; and that extreme unttion 
fhould not be adminiftered to the fick. Thus, part of the 
outward worthip and ceremonies of the church of Rome 
were abolifhed in the canton of Zurick. 

The other twelve cantons were diffatisfied with this 
edi&, which was maintained by the canton of Zuricé, 
whofe fenators ordered all the images to be pulled down. 

Luinglius himfelf relates in his book Coronis de Eucha- 
riflid, ‘Oper. pert. 11. fol. 249. that when one of his op- 
ponents, in the conference, challenged him to fhew, in 
any place of fcripture, where the verb off (is) ftood for 
fase (fignifies) without an evident tropical allufion ; 
fuch as where Chrifi fays, the feed 13 the word of God, in 
which place, is, evidently means fignifies; or, J am the 
door, the vine, &c. which are tropical expreffions at firft 
fights but chat boc off corpus meum did not neceffarily and 
obvioufly imply, this sicuirrEs my body, or that our Lord 
ufed in that cafe a figurative way of fpeech: Zuinglius 
was puzzled at the time, and (as he fayx) for thirtcen 
days afterwards, in which he was continually revolvin, 
the matter in his mind, and turning over his bible incef~ 
fantly, but without the explicit fatisfaétion he defired, 
At length, in his fleep, he dreamed that he was in difpu- 
tation with his adverfary, who preffed him very clofe with 
this circumftance, infomuch that he feemed to have given 
up the point, and to be ftruck dumb before the audience. 
While he was in this perplexity, he faw in his vifion a 
form approaching to him, and faying, ‘O thou unwife 
* one, why doft not anfwer to him the word of the Lord 
* in £xod. xii. 11. where it is exprefily and pofitively 
© {aid of the Lamb that was eaten, rv 1s the Lord’s pass- 
* over, or paffage out of Egypt.’—He aweke from his 
fleep, and le pai 6 inte next day’s difcourfe, he 
refuted the objection of his adverfary, fhewing that, in 
this text, the word is neceflarily mean: “fenife. The 
elder Spanheim could not but believe, from the occafion, 
the matter, and the ufe, that this vifion was Srozzpnicvy, 
“Sent from God ; and the excellent /¥itfas inclines te the 
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fame opinion, confirming it by the modeft and fober 
manner in which Zuinglixs himfelf relates the flory. See 
Wirstt Mifiell. Scr. Lib. 1. & 24. 

About this time, Zuinglixs wrote feveral books in de- 
fence of his doctrine, The firft was a Jarge explication 
of the propofitions, which he had delivered in the firtt 
conference. The fecond was a difcourfe dedicated to alk 
the cantons of Switzerland; exhorting them not to im- 
pede the progrefs of his doétrine, nor to be diilatisfied 
with the marriages of priefts. The third was an anfwer 
to the advice, which the bifhop of Con/lance had given to 
the fenate of Zurick, to oppofe innovations, He alfo wrote 
a book about the certainty and evidence of the word of 
God: Two treatifes againft the canon of the mafs: A 
letter concerning the grace of Fefus Chrift: And an an- 
{wer to a book written by Ferom Emfer, 

‘The bithop of Conftance, in 1524, publifhed a book in 
vindication of images and the mafs. This was prefented, 
to the fenate of Zurick ; and Zainglius anfwered it in their 
ame, 

Zuinglius, Leo Jude, Engelhardus, Megander, and My-'. 
éonius, on the eleventh of April, 1525, petitioned the fe- 
nate of Zwrick to abolith the mafs, and the adoration of 
the clements in the facraments ; in confequence of which, 
the fenate made a decree, whereby the mafs was abolifhed 
for ever, and the facrament was ordered to be received 
after another manner. 

The form of celebrating the Lord’s Supper prefcribed 
by Zxinglius, differed more from the church of Rome, than, 

form prefcribed by Luther. He ordered, ‘* that the 

“© table fhould be covered with a white cloth; on which. 
“* were to be fet the patin full of leavened bread, and 
“ veffels filled with wine: That the minifter and dea- 
** cons fhould ftand by the table, where they were to 
“« exhort the people to approach with reverence; after 
«© which, one of the deacons fhould read the inftitution 
«© of the Lord’s Supper, taken out of the epiftle to the 
“© Corinthians; and another fhould repeat a part of the 
“© fixth chapter of St. Fobx: That the minifter fhould 
*¢ then read the creed, and exhort all the communicants 
* to examine their own confciences, that they might not 
be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord by re~ 
‘© ceiving them unworthily: That the minifter and peo- 
S© ple thould then kneel, and fay the Lord’s Prayers 
“ after which, the minifter fhould take the bread in his 
bands, and deliver the words of the inftitution o the 
‘* Lord’s 
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* Lord’s Supper with an audible voice; then give the 
“© bread and wine to the deacons, who fhould diftribute 
«¢ them to the people, while the minifter fhould read the 
«¢ difcourfe which our Saviour had with his difciples be~ 
«¢ fore his paflion, as related in the gofpel of St. Fobn.” 
This was the form of adminiftering the facrament, which 
Zuinglius appointed to be ufed. He maintained, in his 
dodtrins cencerning the facrament, that thefe words of 
Fefes Chrift, This is my Lrdy, this is my blood, are to be 
*“underflood thus: This fignifies my body and blood; this 
“ bread and this wine arc a figure of my hedy and blood; 
“6 shis is a tellimeny and pledge, that my body foall be deli- 
© gored 1, and broken for yor upon the croft, and my Hood 
$6 foal! be facd fer you.” Yrom whence it follows, that 
not only the bread and wine exift after confecration; but 
alfo, that ths body and blood of Fefus Chriff are not pre- 
fent in the Eucharift; and that the bread and wine are 
only a figure of the body and blond of ‘Fefus Chri/t, com- 
municated in # fpiritual manner by faith. 

In 15265, he publifhed his bank De vera et fulfa Religione, 
which was dedicated, and prefented to Francis 1. of 
France. 

Luther declared againt the dogtrine of Zuinglius, which 
Occolampadius embriced.  Zuinglius was \eis concerned at 
the writings of the catholics than of Luther, who publifhed 
a fermon at Wittenberg about the body and blood of Jefus 
Cbrijt, which he made againft the giddy-headed {pirits, 
contra fpiritus vertiginafos, as he called the Zuinglians, A 
confutation of this fermen was wrote by Zunglius, who 
fent letters to Nuremberg upon that fubjedt. He alfo an- 
fwered the letters which Pelicanus, and Urbanus Regius, 
wrote againft him: And he compofed a work, entitled, 
The Lord’s Supper. In 1527, he drew up an apology 
againft a book written by facobus Straufius, whercin he 
explaincd the Lord’s Supper at large, dedicated to Luther, 
and anfwered his fermon at Wittenberg againft the Sa- 
cramentarians. 

Bucer wrote feverat traéts in defence of the Zuinglians, 
and affifted Occolampadius in confuting the large confeffion 
of Luther, The papifts found, that the Zuinglians were 
more to be feared than the Lutherans, and exerted their 
utmoft endcavars to prevent the fpreading of that fect in 
the popith cantons of Stwitzerland. 

he Reformation gained ground, notwithftanding the 
remonftrances of the emperor, the bifhops of Canflance, 
Bafil, Laufanne, and Sion, and cight of the cantons. 
Pa Another 
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Another general afflembly was convened at Bern by Zuin- 
glius, on the feventh of January 1528, when the doc- 
trines of the church of were condemned. The 
opinions of Zuinglius were then introduced all over Bern, 
which example was imitated by the cantons of Baf! and 
Schaffhaufen. This occafioned ill blood : But the impru- 
dence of the inhabitants of Underwald, who protected the 
revolters from Bera, conduced moft to the embroilin, 
the cantons. The Zurickefe armed themfelves, an 
‘were on the point of attacking the five cantons of Lucern, 
Uri, Switz, Zug, and Underwald: But, by an agreement 
made at Cafél, it was determined, ‘that there fhould be 
* liberty of confcicnce throughout Switzerland: And that 
© the five cantons fhould renounce their alliance with 
« the emperor Ferdinand.’ Henry VIII, of England em- 

loved Grynzus to try what Zuinglius, Occolampadius, and 

weer, thought of his marriage with his queen Catharine. 
Zuinglius and Oecolampadius were of opinion, that the 
iffue by a marriage de faéte, grounded upon 2 received 
miftake, ought not to be illegitimated. 

There was great altercation between the Lutherans 
and Zuinglians, before the citizens of Bern abolifhed 
popery anflance, Geneva, Bafil, and Strafburg, alfo threw 
off the yoke, and pulled down the altars and images in 
all places. But Bucer was embarraffed between the Lu- 
therans and Zuinglians, and endeavored to procure a 
good underftanding between them in vain, 

It muft however be obferved, that the only principal 
ground of difference was upon the fubje& of the facra~ 
ment, and that, in this refpeé alfo, both parties were far 
enough from the Romifp opinion. In the other material 
points, both Lutherans and Zuinglians were fufficiently 
agreed, as appears by the acts of the fynod held at Mar- 
purg, under the aufpices of the landgrave of Heffé, in the 
year 1529, where both Luther and Zuinglins were prefent, 
and formed an agreement upon the following articles : 
viz. 1.On the Unity and Trinity of the Godhead. 2. On 
the incarnation of the Word. 3. On the paffion and refur- 
reétion of Chrift. 4. On thearticle of original fin. 5. On 
the article of faith in Cbrift. 6. That this faith doth 
not {pring from human merit, but only from the gift of 
God, PT ‘hat, through this faith, believers have righte- 
oufnefs. On feveral other articles, refpecting the bap- 
tifm of infants, on confeffion, on good works, on the civil 
pore ae traditions, &c. ead 7 soncesning se 
's Supper, mutual; jy that it ought to 
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adminiftered in both kinds; that the mafs is no fuch 
work or facrifice, as to obtain grace either for quick or 
dead; that the facrament is a true facrament of the body 
and blood of Chrift; that the {piritual manducation of 
his body and blood is the true receiving of this facrament 
and neceflary for all believers ; and that the Spirit of GOD 
confers grace in the faithful ufe of it, In fine, as Martin 
Bucer obferved, there was a greater difference in chari 
between both parties, than in the true ftate of the doc- 
trine. There were, indeed, warm men on both fides, 
who, however fincerely pious and meaning what was 
right, could not yield up their own formulary, thou; 
undeniably effential to the peace of the church and the 
{preading intereft of the proteftant religion. 

The Set of Augfourg was held in 1530, to confult 
about matters of religion, and the war againft the Turks. 
The proteftant princes publicly read their confeffion of 
faith; and the catholic divines drew up 2 confutation of 
it. The proteftants prefented an ‘ apology for their 
© confeffion to the emperor, who would not recive it, 
* though it was drawn up by Afclanétbon, with his ufuat 
© moderation.’ 

The Zuinglians alfo prefented their confeffion of faith 
to the emperor, in the name of the cities of Strafburg, 
Conflance, Memmingen, and Landau, It was drawn up b: 
Bucer and Capito; but contained nothing about the ‘Tri- 
nity, or Incarnation, that was contrary to the dodtrine of 
the Romifa church. They held, ¢ That men are juftified 
© only by the merits of Fefus Chrif, and faith: That 
© good works are neceffary; and fo is obedience to ma~ 
* giftrates: They commended fafting and prayer; but 
© condemned the worfhip and interceflion of faints, vows, 
* and the monaftic ftate: They allowed of fuch tradi- 
* tions as are not contrary to the word of God; and de- 
* fined the church to be a congregation of true believers. 
« They allowed of only two facraments; baptifm, and 
* the Lord’s Supper; and that God unites Chriftians in 
* an outward communion by thofe facred fymbols; not 
* only becaufe they are vifible figns of invifible grace, but 
* alfo becaufe they are tcftimonies of our faith. They 
‘ difapproved of private maffes, and confeffion: And 
* concluded with a long invedtive againft the court of 
© Rome.” 

This confeffion of faith was more unacceptable than 
that of the Lutherans; and the emperor ordered Faber 
and Eckius to draw up an anfwer to it, which was ey a 
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a full diet; and the emperor commanded the Zuinglians 
to renounce their dogtrine. Zuinglius foon after wrote a 
letter to the proteftant princes in defence of his opinions 
agintt Eckius, and particularly concerning the facrament 
of the Eucharift, wherein he exprefsly denied the real pre- 
fence, concerning which the Lutherans had not been fo 
explicit; for Bucer drew up this article of the Supper in 
fuch ambiguous terms, that the Lutherans might not be 
condemned. Melanéthon and Brentius publithed 2 treatife, 
to thew, that the dodtrine of the Zuinglians was entirely 
different from the Lutherans, whatever ambiguity there 
was in their words. 

Zuinglius alfo fent to the diet a particular confeffion of 
faith, comprized in twelve articles, relating to the Trinity 
and incarnation; the fall of man, and neceffity of grace; 
original fin; baptifin of infants; the church; the facra- 
ments; ceremonies; the miniftry of the gofpel; the au- 
thority of magiftrates; and purgatory. 

The emperor publithed the decree of the dict againft the 
postin and facramentarians, which neither obeyed : 

jut the proteftant princes, and the reformed cantons of 
Switzerland, entered into a confederacy to defend them- 
felves and their religion, againft the emperor and the 
Roman catholic powers. This was the league of Smal- 
hald, concluded in 1531, upon the fuccefs of which the 
proteftant religion depe: 

‘The fame year a civil war began in Switzerland, be- 
tween the five catholic cantons, and thofe of Zurick'and 
Bern, he Zurickefe were defeated in their own terri- 
tories, with the lofs of four hundred men. Zuinglius, 
who accompanied them, was killed in this action, in the 
Yorty-fourth year of his age. Great cruelty was fhewn 
to his corpfe, and it was attempted to be burnt. 

Much has been faid by the enemies of Zuinglius, re- 
{pe@ting his appearance on the field of battle; but it may 
be obferved, what Occolampadius and Sleidan have urged 
in his defence, that itwas the cuftom of the Zurickefe, from 
time immemorial, when engaged in war, to have the 
chief minifter bed bed chur sient upon them, both 
to preach to the le to pray for a blefling upon 
ther arms. ‘And. itrenuft be simak in this view, it could 
be no more improper for him, than for the chaplains 
who are now appointed to accompany regiments in their 
campaigns, or to fail in fhips of war. Perhaps, no or- 
der of men require inftruGtion in religious duties more 
than foldicrs, who have always, in actual fervice, the 
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profpeét of death before them, and who certainly cannot 
be the worfe, either in morality or courage, for being 
prepared for it, It may be that Zuinglixs went 
not forth of his own accord: He was abfolutely enforced 
and commanded by the fenate, in point of duty. He did 
not go forth ‘ asa captain or commander of the army, 
* but as a good citizen and faithful paftor, who would 
© not forfake his friends in their greateft peril; nay, he 
© went (fays Melchior Adam) asa perfuader to peace. About 
¢ three hundred and cighty of his friends fell with him.’ 
‘The aétion was on the 11th of Oéfeber, in the year 1531. 

* The compilers of the Biographical Dictionary (fays a 
* late able writer) in tranflating fome of Zuing/ius’s dying 
words, have been guilty of an_ over-fight, which does 
no more honour to their precifion, than juftice to the 
Chriftian heroifm of that great man. Upon receivin, 
his death’s wound, fay they, and falling, he was hear 
to utter thefe words, What a misfortune is this? bc. 
Rather, what a misfortune is it, when fine fentiments 
are murdered in the relating] —The fact was this, 
During the hurry of the fight, Zuinglius, overwhelmed 
by the prefs of the rufbing encmy, was thrice thrown 
down, and recovered his feet as often. At Jaft, 2 wea- 

on, doomed to extinguith one of the moit valuable 
fives that ever added lufture to religion and learning, 
entering under his chin, transfixed his throat. ‘Ihe 
holy man, falling firft on his knees, and then finking 
to the ground, uttered thefe noble fentences: Leguid 
hoc infortunii? CAN THIS BE CONSIDERED AS A CALA~ 
MITY? Age, corpus quidem occidere poffuut; aniriam non 
pofunt: Writ! THEY ARE ABLE, INDEED, TO SLAY 
vHE BODY: BuT THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO KILL THE 
sou. Could any thing be more truly Chriftian, more 
divinely triumphant, more fublimely philofophic? His 
body being found by the papifts, among the flain, they 
burned it to afhes: Which occafioned theft elegant 
verfes, confecrated to his memory by Beza,’ 
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Zuincuius arderet gemine quum fanctus amore, 
Nempe DEI imprimis, deinde etiam PATRIA; 
Dicitur in folidum fe devoviffe ducbus : 
Nenpe DE imprimis, inde eliam PATRIZ. 
Quim bent perfalvit frovul iffis vota duobus! 
Pro patrid exanimis, pro pietate cinis! 

_ After this battle, matters were accommodated: And it 
‘was agrecd, that the two parties, for the future, fhould 
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not molefteach other on 2 religious account; and that the 
papifts fhould renounce their league with the emperor, 
and the Zuinglians the fame with the landgrave of Hef. 
‘Their contentions were renewed in 1577, which ended in 
acknowledging Geneva to be a free ftate by the duke of 
Savey: And, by the Seaty of Wefpbalia, in 1648, the 
emperors of loft all mene in Switzerland, 
The abbot of St. Gall renewed thedifpute in 1712, which 
was ended, after the battle of Wilmerguen, by the treaty 
of Refebax in 1714. 

Peace was fettled in Germany by the treaty of Nurem-- 
berg, in 1532: But thefe religious difputes broke out 

in in 1612. ‘The proteftants were affifted by Guftevus 

idolphus king of Sweden, who Soft his life at Lutzen in 
1632: And the proteftant intereft was very much ftrength- 
ened by the treaties of We/iphalia and Ofnabrug in 1648. 

Zuinglius was fucceeded by Henry Bullinger; and his 
doGrine was vindicated againft Luther by Bueer. The 
Jong difputes between the Lutherans and Zuinglians were 
concluded in 1 $38, by a pretended treaty of accord: But 
this was a work of difguife and diffimulation, and as lit- 
tle durable as it was fincere. The Switzers continued in 
the opinion of Zuinglius: But the cities of Stra/burg, 
fesfures Memmingen, and Landau, became Lutherans, 
by keeping literally to the expreffions of the articles of 
agreement. 

The works of Zuinglius, and an apology for his doc- 
trine, were publithed by Redelphus Gualterus. The Swit- 
ers paid the utmoft gratitude to his memory; and his 
remains were interred with all the pomp of a Grecian 
funeral, for a man who had devoted his life to the fervice 
of his country. 

Zuinglius and Occolampadius were more efteemed by the 
Jearned men of their time, than any other of the Re- 
formers; becaufe they had more moderation, Zuinghus 
was fuccefsful againft the enthufiatts, called Anabaptitts : 
And fome have confidently affirmed, that he was for put- 
ting them to death; and faid, ‘ Let him who dippeth 
‘* again, be dipped; that is, drowned :” But it is a very 
improbable ftory, fince Minixs Celfes himfelf, namely, 
Sebaftian Caftalie, whofe teftimony in points of this kind 
ought to be credited, having publicly defended his pofi- 
tion, © That hesetics “onght not to be put to death;’ 
appeals to the authority of Zuinglius, and affirms, that the 
Anabaptifis at that time never fuffered on account of their 
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opinions, 2s heretics, but of their evil a€tions, as perjured 
and feditious rebels. 

‘The firft Anabaptifts fhewed a furprizing mixture of 
folly, ftupidity, wickednefs, and ,religious frenzy. An 
immoral fanatic is of all animals the moft dangerous to 
the church and ftate; and the hiftory of thefe Anabaptifts 
is an everlafting monument of the mifchief, which fuch 
people can perpetrate. 

Pellicanat threatened Erafmus with an attack from Zu- 

inglius; and Erafmus declared that he feared not ten 
Zuinglius’s. Yet be did not care to engage in combat 
with this one Zxinglixs about the eucharift; and, from the 
manner in which he had fpoken of the performance of 
Occolampadius, it appears, that he thought it not fo cafy 
a matter to refute thefe divines. Very true it is, that 
the Aruggles of the Reformers drew a terrible perfecution 
upon them and their fucceffors: But it was through the 
fault of that church, to which Erafnus wanted to remain 
united, and which would hear of no amendments. Nor 
is it to be forgotten, that Era/mus couldeafily have em- 
braced the fentiments of Zuinglivs and Occolampadius, if 
his mother the church would have given him leave. 
. Zuinglius had {kill in mufic, and a love for it. He 
always fludied ftanding, and was always a great ftudent. 
He received a moft courteous letter from pope Adrian VI. 
and might have had any favors, if he had declared himfelf 
a friend to the fee of Rome. 

He wrote four yolumes in folio: viz. Tome the firft, 
containing, 1.A work ofarticles. 2. An exhortation tothe 
whole ftate of Switzerland. 3. A fupplication to the bifbsp 
of Constance. 4. Of the certainty and purity of Gop’s 
word, 5, An anfwer to VALENTINE of the authority of 
the fathers. 6. Inftitutions for youth. 7. .A good fhepherd. 
8. Of juftice divine and human. 9. Of providence. 

‘Tome the fecond, 1. Of baptifm. 2. Of original fin. 
3. Of true and falfe religion. 4. An epiftle to the princes 
of Germany. 5, Of the Lord’s Supper. 6. Of Chrif- 
tian faith, written to the Frewcn king. 

Tome the third, 1. Commentaries on Ganzsis. 2. 
Exopus, 3. [satau. 4. Jeremian. 5. The PsacTax 
out of Hebrew into Latin. 

‘Tome the fourth, 1. Annotations on the four Evan- 
GELISTS. 2, Hiftory of our Saviour’s paffien. 3. Anno- 
tationson Romans, 4. CORINTHIANS. 5. PHILIPPIANS. 
6. Pronuass th ‘THESsALONIANS. 8. HaBREWS. 
9. Jags, 1 firk epiftle of Joun. 
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IHOMAS BILNEY, an Englifoman, was brought 
up at the univerfity of Cambridge from a Youths 
where he became fo great a proficient in all the liberal 
{ciences, that in a fhort time he commenced batchelor in 
both Jaws. But being enlightened by the Spirit of Chri? 
and his heart endued with the knowledge of better things, 
he left the ftudy of man’s laws, and devoted himfelf 
wholly to the ftudy of divinity. Mr. Bilney, ina Latin 
letter to Cuthbert Tonflal, bifhop of London, gives the fol- 
lowing account of his converfion : Comparing the pricfts 
and friars to the phyficians, upon whom the woman, 
vexed twelve years with a bloody iffue, fpent all that fhe 
had, and found no help, but was ftill worfe and worfe; 
till at laft the came to Cbrift, and was healed by Him :— 
* O (faid he) the mighty power of the Moft High! which 
*« J alfo, a miferable finner, have often tafted and felt; 
“« whereas before, I fpent all I had upon thofe ignorant 
‘* phyficians, infomuch that I had little ftrength left.in 
«<< me. But, at laft, I heard of Jesus; and that was 
«© when the New Teftament was tranflated by Erafmus ; 
“ for at that time I knew not what it meant. But look- 
« ing into the New Teftament, by God’s fpecial provi- 
« dence, I met with thofe words of the apoftle St. Pau/, 
< This is a true faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
“ Jefus Chrift came inte the world to fave finners, whereof’ 
“* I am chief. O moft fweet and comfortable fentence 
«to my foul! This one fentence, through God’s in- 
‘¢ ftruétion and inward working, did fo exhilarate my 
*¢ heart, which before was wounded with the guilt of my 
<< fins, and almoft in defpair, that immediately I found 
“ bebegtortreniah and y macho in my foul; fo that 
* my bruifed bones leaped for joy. 

«< After this, the fcriptures eeaens fweeter to me than 
*© the honey and the honey-comb: For by them J learned, 
that all my travels, faftings, watchings, redemption of 
< mafles, and pardons, without faith in Chrift, were but, 
& as St, Anguftine calls them, A hafty running out of the 
& right way; and as fig-leaves, which could not coves 
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t¢ Adam's nakednefs.—For as Adam could find no reft to 
«© his guilty foul, till he believed in she promife of God, 
¢ That Chrif, the feed of the woman, fhould tread upon 
«¢ the ferpent’s head; fo neither could I find deliverance 
«© from the fharp ftings and bitings of my fins, till 1 was 

* taught of God that ieffon which Chrif fpake of in the 
«© third chapter of Fobn: 4s Moles lifted up ibe ferpent in 
< the wildernefi, even fo muft the Son of Man be lifted up > 
“6 That whofecver believeth in bim, not perifo, but have 
© everlafting life. 

* As foon as, by the grace of God, I began to tafte 
“© the fweets of this heavenly Jeffon, which no man can 
“ teach, but God alone, who revealed itto Peter; I beg- 
“ ged of the Lord to increafe my faith: And at laft I 
‘© defired nothing more, than that I, being fo comforted 
“ byhim, might be ftrengthened by his holy Spirit and 
« grace, ‘hat t might teach finners his ways, which are 
“© mercy and truth, and that the wicked might be con- 
** verted unto him by me, who alfo was once myfelf a 
“© finner indeed. And it is my only comfort in thefe my 
« afliGions, that this is what I laboured at before the 
“ cardinal, &c. when Chri was blafphemed in me, whom 
ee reed whole power I do teach and fet forth, to be 


‘* made of Ged the Father unto us wifdom, righteoufnefs, 
<¢ fan&tification, and redemption, and finally our fatisfadtion. 
“Who was made fin for us (that is to fay, a facrifice for 
“¢ fin) that we through him foould be made the righteanfiefs 
$¢ of God.—Who became accurfed for us, ta redeem us from 
* the curfe of the law.—Who allo came not to call the righm 
“© teous, but finners te repentance. ‘Che righteous, 1 fay, 
* who falfly think themfelves fo to be, for ALi. have fine 
“© ned, and come foort of the glory of God, all mankind was 
e prevouly wounded in him who fell among thieves 
between Ferufalem and Fericho; therefore we are jupi- 
fied freely by Gad’s grace, through the redemption that is in 
“ “Jefus Chrift. 

*€ And therefore with all my power I teach, that ull 
“© men fhould firft acknowledge their fins, and condemn 
“* them ; and that they thould then hunger and thirft after 
** that righteoufnels, of which St. Paui {peaks ; the righ- 

teufel of Gad by fait of efus Chri i wnte all and 
‘ upon all them that believe; for there is na difference: For 

all have finned, and come foort of the glory of God; and 

Gre juptified freely by his grace, through the redemption that 

is ia Jefus Chrift, For which whofoever doth hunger 
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« and thirfl, withoutdoubt, they thall be fo fatisbed that 
ss, fhall not hunger and thirft for ever. 
jut as this hunger and thirft ufed to be quenched 

with the fulnefs of man’s righteoufnefs, which is 
*¢ wrought through the faith of our own elect and chofer: 
** works, as pilgrimages, buying of pardons, offering of 
§© candles, elect and chofen fafts, and often fupertftitious,. 
*© and indeed all kind of voluntary devotions (as they cal] 
* them) againft theexprefs word of God, (Deat. iv. 2.} 
« which fays, Ye foal not add unto the word which I com~ 
S* inand you, neither foall you diminifp aught from it, There- 
« fore, I fay, often have I fpoke of thefe works; not 
** condemning them (as God is my witnefs) but reprov~ 
‘* ing their abufe; thewing, even unto children, how far 
"© they might be ufed lawfully; but exhorting ali men 
"© not fo to ufe them, as to be fatisfied in them, left they 
«6 fhould loath or grow weary of Chrif, as many do.” 

In another letter to the fame bifhop he thus writes, 
“© What fhall we then fay of that learning, which hath 
“© now fo long time reigned and triumphed, fo that no 
“ man hath once opened: his mouth againft it? Shall we 
“© think it found doétrine? Truly iniquity did never 
*€ more abound, nor charity was ever fo cold. And 
“© what thall we fay is the caufe? Has it been for want 
** of preaching againft the vices of men, and exhortin 
* to charity ? That cannot be, for many learned and 
bd great clerks fufficiently can witnefs to the contrary. 
** And yet, notwithftanding, we fee the lifeand manners 
“ of men do greatly degenerate from true Chriftianity, 
* and feem infeed to proclaim, that it is fulfilled in us, 
“ which God in times paft threatened by his prophet 
‘© Amos, faying, Behold, the days come, faith de Lord GOD, 
“© that I will fend a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, 
nor a thirft ke; water, but of bearing the words of the’ 
« LORD, And the foall wander from fea to fea, and from 
“© the north even to the eaft, they foall run to and fro to feek 
* the word of the LORD, and foall not find it. In that day 
S fpall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirft, Se. 
*¢ But now to pafs over many things, on account of 
<¢ which I am afraid the word of God bath not been 
*< purely preached, one (and that not the leaft) is, that 
“ they who come and are fent, and labour to preach 
* Chrift truly, are evil fpoken of for his name, who is 
“ the rock of offence, and ftumbling bleck unto them 
“6 which ftumble upon his word, do not believe on 
* him on whom they [fay they} are built. 
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« But you will afk, Who are thofe men, and what is 
4 their dotrine? Truly fay, whofoever entereth in by 
«6 the door into the fold, which all fhall do, who 
“© feek nothing but the glory of God, and the falvation 
« of fouls; and it may truly aid of alt fuch, as the 
*¢ Lord fends, that they fpeak the worp of Gop. And 
«« why fo? Becaufe he reprefenteth the angel of the 
«© church of Philadelphia, unto whom St. Fob writeth, 
 faying; This, faith he, who is holy and true, whe bath 
“« tbe keys of Davids whe opensth and #o man foutteth, fout= 
“© teth and no man openeth, Behold, faith he, {peaking in 
«© the name of Chriff, (who is the Door and Door-keeper} 
& I have fet before thee an open Door; that is to fay, of 
*¢ the {criptures; opening thy underftanding, that thow 
« dhouldeft underftand the fcriptures, and that becaufe 
“< thou haft entered in by Me who am the Door: J aw 
8 the Door: By Me if any man enter ing he fhall be [avthy 
«© and foall goin and aut and find f scempe For the Door- 
“© keeper openeth the Door unto him, and the fheep hear 
his voice. But, on the other hand, they who have 
not entered in by the Door, but have climbed in fome 
other way, by ambition, avarice, or defire of rule, they 
thall, even ina moment, go down into hell, except they 
repent. And in them is verified the faying of Fere~ 
miab, All beauty is gone away from the daughter of Zion, 
becaufe ber princes are become like rams, not finding paflure. 
And'why fo? Becaufe, like thieves robbers, they 
are climbed up another way, not being called nar 
fent. 
«© And what wonder is it, if they do not preach, when 
they are not fent, but run for lucre, fecking their owm 

ory, and not the glory of God and the falvation of 
fouls} And this is the root of all mifchief in the 
church, that they are not fent inwardly of God. For 
without this inward calling of God, it helpeth no- 
thing to be a hundred times confecrated by a thoufand 
bulls, either of pope, king, or emperor. God be- 
holdeth the heart, whofe judgements are according to 
truth, howfoever we deceive the judgement of men for 
atime; who aifo at laft fhall ‘te eir abomination. 
This, I fay, is the original of all mifchief in the church, 
that we thruft in ourfelves into the charge of fouls, 
whofe falvation and the glory of God (which is to 
enter in by the Door) we do not thirft nor feek for, but, 
altogether our own lucre and profit,” 
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Bilney teow counted godlinefs his greateft gain; and as 
his own heart was enflamed with a fincere ire to Chrift 
and his gofpe!, fo his great defire was to bring others to 
embrace the fame: Nor were his labers in vain; for he 
‘was inftrumental in the converfion of many of the gownf- 
men, among whom was the afterwards celebrated Mr. 
Hugh Latimer, at that time crofs-keeper in Cambridge, 
(whofe office it was to bring it forth on proceffion-days) 
and who afterwards (as will be thewn in his life) {ealed 
the truth of Cbrif with his blood. Bilney was not fatis- 
fied with a narrow limit, but extended his labors beyond 
the univerfity, and went to feveral parts of the country 
preaching the gofpel where ever he came; fharply reprov- 
ing the pride and pomp of the clergy, and ftriving to over- 
throw the authority of the bifhop of Rome. He had for an 
affociate, Mr. Thomas Arthur, a fellow collegian, whom he 
had been inftrumental in converting from popery. Cardi- 
nal Wolfey, at that time high in power, apprehenfive of 
the molt fatal confequences to the fee of Rome and his 
own deur, if once the light of the gofpel fhould shine 
openly, caufed. Bilney to be apprehended. Accordingly, 
on the 25th day of > in 1527, Mr. Bilney was 
brought before the faid cardinal and many others, both 
bithops and lawyers, fitting in the chapter-houfe of We/t- 
minfler, and there amined | © Whether he had not pub- 
$ licly and privately taught the opinions of Luther, or of 
* any other, condemned by the church ?* To which Mr. 
Bilney anfwered, ‘© That wittingly he had not preached 
‘ or taught any of Luther's opinions, or any other, con- 
“ trary to the catholic church.” After many interroga- 
tories and anfwers, the cardinal caufed him to fwear, that 
he would anfwer plainly to the articles and errors preached 
and fet forth by him in different places, againft a certain 
time; and then delivered him over to the bifhop of London 
for further examination. 

On the third of December following, the bifhop of Lox- 
den, and other bifhops his affiftants, aflembled again in 
the fame place, and, after fome examination, repeated! 
exhorted Bim to abjure and recant. But he anfwered, 
That he would ftand to his confcience; faying, Fiat 
& juffitia & judicium in nomine Domini” i. e. Let juftice 
and judgement be done in the name of the Lord. “Then 
the bifhop, putting off his cap, faid, ‘ Jn nomine Potris & 
§ Filii & Spiritus fendi, Amen. Exurgat Deus diffipentur 
* inimici gus” [i.e. in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, Amen. Let God arife, and 
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let his enemies be fcattered] And making 3 crofs on his’ 
forehead and breaft, he then, by the counfel of the other 
Dithops, read part of the fentence againft Mr. Bitney, 
withholding the reft till the next day, to fee if he would 
recant; but he then likewife refufed for fome time to ab- 
jure: But at the laft, after four feveral appearances before 

is judges, through infirmity and the perfuafion of his 
friends, rather than from conviGticn, he recanted on the 
feventh day of December, in 1529. By way of penance for 
his heretical lapte (as it was termed) he was remanded 
to prifon, there to remain till cardinal J¥ol/ey fhould be 
pleafed to releafe him, and that he thould lead the pro-~ 
ceffion, on the next day, bareheaded to St. Panl’s, with 
a faggot upon his thoulder, and ttand before the preacher 
at Se. Paul’s-Croft [the then famous place for public 
preaching] during the fermon. 

After this abjuration, Bilzey went to Cambridge, but had 
fuch confli&s within himfelf upon the confideration of 
what he had done, that he was overwhelmed with forrow, 
and brought to the very brink of defpair. Latimer, in a 
feron preached in Lincolnfbire, fays, * When Mr. Bilney 
came again to Cambridge, for a whole ycar after, he waa 
in fuch an anguifh and agony, that nothing did him 
good, neither eating nor drinking, nor any other com- 
munication of God’s word ; for he thought that all the 
whole fcriptures were againit him, and founded to his 
condemnation, So that many a time communed with 
him, (for I was familiarly acquainted with him) but all 
things, whatfoever any man could alledye to his com- 
fort, feemed to him to make againft him. Yet, for all 
that, afterward he came again; God induced him with 
(uch ftrength and perfeétnefs of faith, that he not only 
confeffed fis faith in the gofpel of our Saviour Fefus 
Chrift, but alfo fuffered his body to be burned for that 
fame gofpel’s fake, which we now preach in England.’ 
Again, Latimer in his firft fermon before the duchefs 
of Suffolk, {peaking of Bilney, fays, * Here I have occa- 
§ fion to tell you a ftory which happened at Cambridge. 
© Mafter Biluey, or rather St. Bilney, who fuffered death 
* for God’s word’s fake, the fame Bilney was the inftru- 
© ment by whom God called me to his knowledge. For § 
§ may thank him, next to God, for that knowledge that 

T have in the word of God: For I was as obftinate a 
papift 23 any was in England; infomuch that when £ 
fhould be made bachelor of divinity, my whole oration 
was againkt Philip Melanétbon, and againft his opinions. 
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© Bilney heard me at that time, and perceived that I was 
£ zealous without knowledge, and came to me afterward 
in my ftudy, and defired me for God’s fake to hear his 
© confefion. Idid fo: And (to fay the truth) by his 
* confeffion I learned more than afore in many years. So 
* from that time forward I to tafte the word of 
* God, and forfake the fchool. rs and fuch fooleries, 
§ &c.’ Being by the graceof God, and conferences with 
good men, again reftored to peace in his confcience, after 
almoft two Years’ [from 1529 to 1531} deep forrow and 
remorfe, Bilney refolved_ to give up his life in the fervice 
and defence of that truth which before he had renounced, 
rather than renounceit again. Accordingly, he took his 
leave, one evening, of his friends at Trinity-ball, faying, 
“© That he would go up to Ferufalem, and fo thould fee 
S¢ them no mores” alluding to Cbrif’s going up to Fe- 
tule before his paffion. He went immediately into 
forfolk, and there preached, firft privately in houfes, 
ftrengthening the faithful, and afterwards openly in the 
fields; bewailing his former fubfcription, and begging of 
all men to take warning by him, and never to Tul to 
the counfel of friends, fo called, when their purpofe is to 
draw them from the true religion, Soon after his arrival 
at Norwich, upon his giving away a New Teftament of 
Tindal’s tranflation, and The Obedience of a Chriftian Man, 
he was apprehended and put in prifon, and Dr. Call and 
Dr. Stokes, and many others, were fent both to perfuade 
him to secant, and to difpute with him; the former of 
thefe, by Bilney’s doctrine and condud, was in a great 
meafure drawn over to fide with the gofpel. After many 
tedious difputes, feeing they could by no means draw Mr, 
Biiney from the truth, they condemned him to be burned, 
The night before he fuffered, he was vifited by many 
of his friends, who rejoiced to fee him very cl ful and 
to eat his food with a glad heart, feeing he was thortl 
to fuffer fuch painful torments. * O,” faid he, * 
¢* imitate thofe, who, having a ruinous houfe to dwell in, 
* hold it up by props as long as they can.” In the courfe 
of their converfation, onc of them obferved to him, ¢ That 
* though the fire, which he was to fuffer the next day, 
* would be of great heat to his body, yet it would be but 
$ for a moment, and that the Spirit of God would refrefh 
€ and cool his foul with everlafting comfort:’ Bilaey in- 
ftantly put his finger into the fame ofa candle, as he had 
often done before, and anfwered,—*¢ I feel, by experi- 
* ence, that the fire is hot; yet am perfuaded by God’s 
: & holy 
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“ holy word, and by the experience of fome fpoken of 
«© in it, that in the flame they felt no heat, and in the 
« fire no confumption ; And I believe, that though the 
‘© flubble of my body fhall be walted, yet my foul thail 
‘ thereby be Purged ; and that, after fhort pain, joy 
© un{peakable will follow.” At the fame time having 
turned to J/aiah xliii. 1, 2. he defcanted fo powerfully, 
and with fo much of comfort and edification, both with 
refpeét to his own caft, and to that of his friends, that, 
it is faid, many of his friends retained a comfortable re- 
membrance of it to their dying-day. 

As he was led forth to the place of execution, one of 
his friends fpake to him, praying to God to ftrengthen 
him, and to enable him patiently to endure his torments : 
Towhom Mr. Bilney anfwered, with a quiet and pleafant 
countenance ; “* When the mariner undertikes a voyage, 
* he is toffed on the billows of the troubled feas, yet, in 
© the midft of all, he bearcth up his fpirits with this 
‘¢ confideration, that e’er tony he fhall come into his quiet 
«¢ harbour; fo (added he) I am now failing upon the 
«© troubled fea, but e’er long my /iip fhall be in a quict 
“ harbour; and 1 doubt not, but, through the grace of 
God, I fhall endure the form; only 1 would entreat 
*© you to help me with your praycrs.”” 

As he went along the ftreets of Norwich, he gave his 
money in alms to the poor, by the hands of one of his 
friends. Being come to the ftake, erected in a place cal= 
ted the Lollard’s-Pit, a tittle way out of the Bifbops-Gate, 
he there openly made a lung confeffion of his faith, in a 
moft excellent manner; and gave many fweet exhortations 
to the people; And then carneftly called upon God by 
prayer, and ended with rehearfing the 143d Pfalm, When 
he had ended his devotions, he addrefled himfclf to the 
officers, and afked them, if they were ready. Upon bein 
anfwered in the affirmative, te put off his jacket and 
doublet, (the layman’s principal apparel of that time, for 
the ecclefiaftics had degraded him) and in his hofe and 
thirt, went to the ftake, and ftood upon a ledge that was 
prepared for him, that, as he was but a little man, he 
might be feen of all the people. His friend, Dr. Warner, 
who had accompanied him in prifon and to the ftake, now 
came to take his laft leave of his beloved friend; but was 
fo much affeéted at this awful parting, that he could fay 
but little for his tears. Bi/zey accofted him with a hea- 
venly fmile, thanked him kindly for all his friendly atten- 
tions, and, inclining his body towards him, with a low 
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voice concluded his farewell in the following words, of 
which it is hard to fay, whether convey more.of love 
to his friend or faithfulnefs to his Mafter: “* Pafce (faye 
* he) gregem tuum, pafee gregem tuum; ut cum uencrit Deo 
© minus, inveniat te fre facientem” ; i. e. Feed your flock, 
feed your flock; that the Lord, when he cometh, may 
find you fodoing. ‘* Farewell, dear dottor, farewell; and 
“ pray for me.” His affliGed friend could make no an- 
fwer, but went away overwhelmed with tears and forrow. 

Immediately afterwards, fome mendicant friars, who 
had been prefent at his condemnation and degradation, 
and were therefore accufed of promoting his death, defired 
him to affure the people to the contrary, ¢ As (faid thefe 
* pious beggars) they will otherwife withdraw their cha- 
¢ ritable alms from usall.’ . Bilney inftantly complied with 
their requeft, and affured the people of thcir innocence 
in that behalf. 

The officers then placed the faggots about him, and {et 
fire to the reeds, which prefently flamed up very high; 
the holy martyr, all the while, lifting up his hands to- 
wards heaven, fometimes calling upon Fe/zs, and fome- 
times faying “* Credo,” i. c, I believe. The wind being 
high, and blowing away the flame, he fuffered a linger- 
ing death. At laft, one of the officers beat out the ftaple, 
to which the chain was faftened that fupported his body, 
and fo let it fall into the fire, where it was prefently con- 
fumed. He fuffered in the year 1531, in the time of king 
Henry the eighth. 3 

The papifts, and the famous Sir Thomas More at their 
head, who was Jord chancellor, fpread reports that Briley 
again recanted, which afperfions Mr. Fox, by the tefti- 
mony of bifhop Latimer his moft intimate friend, and of 
‘Mr, Parker (afterwards archbifhop Parker) and feveral 
‘others, who were prefent at his fuffering, has abundantly 
sefuted. The Lord dept the feee of this lent, till He lifted 
P his fou), though in a fiery chariot, to his kingdom of 
lory. 


u 

© Biiney appears to have been a man of learning, as well 
‘as piety; and is fpoken of, by ull his contemporary Re- 
formers, with every demonftration of refpect and regard. 
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OHN FRITH, 2a holy martyr, and learned preacher, 
was born at Sevenoak in Kent, and was the firft in 
England that profeiledly wrote againft Chri/Ps corporal 
prefence in the facrament, in which doétrine he clofely 
followed Zuinglius. Hc was educated at Xing’s-College in 
Cambridge, and took a batchelor of arts degree there; but 
afterwards went to Oxford, and for his bright talents was 
chofen one of the junior canons of cardinal Wolfey’s new 
college, now called Chrif-Church, Some time before 
the year 1 25 he became acquainted with the famous 
Wilham Tindale, who, conferring with him about the 
abufes of religion, was made the happy inftrument under 
God of fowing the pure (ced of the gofpel in his heart, 
Frith, thortly after, profeffing the true religion, was 
feized and examined by the commiffary of the univerfity, 
and then imprifoned within the limits of his own college, 
with feveral others, fome of whom died with the fevere 
ufage they received. Being rcleafed in 1528, he went 
beyond fea; where being greatly confirmed in the faith, 
he returned to England about two years after, leaving his 
wife and children behind him. It is fuppofed he had in 
view an exhibition of the prior of Reading in Berkfire, 
and to have had the prior over with him; but coming to 
Reading, he was taken up for a vagabond, and fet in the 
ftocks: Where after fitting a long time, and ready to die 
with hunger, he at laft defired that the fchool-mafter of 
the town might come to him, who at that time was Mr. 
Leonard Cox, a learned man. Cox, difcovering his merit 
and great abilities, by difcourfing with him on the Latin 
and rect claffics, procured his releafe, and fupplied him 
with vidtualsand money. Afterwards Frith went to Len- 
don; where, though he often changed both his cloaths and 
place, he dwelt not long in fafety, for fo great 2 perfecu- 
tor was Sir Thomas More, then lord chancellor, that he 
had his {pies at every port and on the roads leading to 
them, and offered great rewards to any onp that would 
give information of this erelicn man, I 
2 it 
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It is probable, that Sir Thomas More was the more haf 
tily Ied_to this perfecution, in confequence of a book, 
which Frith had written againft him. ‘he cafe was this, 
‘The fupplication of the beggars, abook, publifhed bya Mr, 
Fifh, of Gray’s-Inn, inveighing agaiak the impoting arts 
of the begging friars [an order, which profeffed poverty] 
and taxing the pope with extortion and cruelty, as he 
granted his indulgences and remiffions from purgatory to 
none but thofe who could pay for them; was received 
with great attention by the public, and even approved by 
king Henry the cighth himfelf, whofe quarrel with the 
pope it highly favored. More anfwered this publication 
by another, entitled, The fupplication of the fv Is in purga- 
tory, exprefiing their miferies and the relief they received 
by the maffes, which were faid for them; and therefore 
they called upon their friends to fupport the religious 
orders, which were now befet with Fe many inveterate 
encmies, Though Sir Thomas had exerted his ufual wit 
and elegance in this compofition; whether it proceeded 
from the badnefs of his caufe, or the great infight which 
the world at large had then obtained in thefe matters, his 
apology did not meet with any encouraging reception. 

However, Frith anfwered this book of More’s in a very 
grave manner, and fhewed that the doétrine of purgatory 
was not founded on fcripture, that it was inconfiftent 
with the merits of Cri, and his pardon of fin, and that 
it dire@ly oppofed the great pian of his falvation, He 
alfo afferted, that the fire, which was fpoken of by the 
apoftle, as that which would confume the weed, bay, and 
Stubble, could only be meant of the fire of perfccution 
He urged, that the primitive church held no fuch doc- 
trine; and that, as it was not in the fcripture, fo neither 
was itin Amini, Jorn and Auguftine, thofe great fathers 
ef the church, He infifted, that it was introduced by the 
monks, with innumerable fables, on purpofe to delude 
the world and to amafs great riches by it. In fhort, this 
book proyoked the Remi clergy to the higheft degree; 
and they refolyed, as they could not convince with other 
feafoning, to ufe the irrefiftible arguments of fire and 
faggot upon thofe, who thus contemned the pope’s au- 
thority, lowered their pwn confequence, and endangered 
their revenues. a! 

‘Mr. Frith not long afterwards, converfing with a fami- 
liar friend upon the nature of the body and blood of 
Cérifi in the facrament, was defired by his friend to com- 
it the fubftance of his arguments tp writing, for. he 
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help of his memory. Mr. Frith at firft was unwilling, 
knowing what great danger he was in; but at length he 
somplied, and wrote down the four following arguments : 

« Firft, ‘That the matter of the facrament is no necef- 
 fary article of faith under pain of damnation. 

¢ Secondly, That forafmuch as Cbrif’s natural body 
*© in like condition hath all properties of our body, fin 
** only excepted; it cannot be, neither is it agreeable unto 
** reafon, that he fhould be in two places or more at once, 
*© contrary to the nature of our body. 

“ Thirdly, That we fhould not in this place (Marth. 
© xxvi. 26, 27, 28.) underftand Cbrif’s words according 
© to the literal fenfe, but rather according to the order 
© and phrafe of {pecch, comparing phrafe with phrafe, 
*© according to the analogy of fcripture. 

“ Laftly, That it ought to be received according to 
*© the true and right inftitution of Chrif, notwithftand- 
** ing that the order which at this time is crept into the 
*© church, and is ufed now a days by the pricfts, doncver 
© fo much differ from it.” 

At this time one /Villiam Holt, a taylor, profeffed great 
friendfhip towards the rcligious party, and by that means 
had an opportunity, like another ‘fdas, to detray them, 
which he did, by defiring to tee Mr. Frith'’s arguments, 
and carrying them immediately to Sir Thzmas Afere, who 
by his means found out and feized Mr. Frith, and fent 
him prifoner to the tower. He had feveral conferences 
there with Sir Téomas and others. At Icngth, being taken 
to Lambcth, before the archbifhop, and afterwards to Cray- 
don, before the bithop of Winchefler, he was at length 
{on the 2oth of Fune, 1533) examined before an atfemBly 
of bithops fitting in St. Pauls cathedral ; who, after ine 
terrogating him refpeéting the facrament and purgatory, 
urged him to recant; but Mr. Frith fully confuted all 
their arguments, and, inftead of recanting, fubfcribed his 
anfwers, with his own hand, in the following manner: 
“ Ego Fuiruus ita fentio, & quemadmodum fentio, ita 
SS dixt, feripfi, afferui, & affirmavi.” That is, I Frith 
thus do think, and as I think, fo I have faid, written, 
taught, and affirmed, and in my books have publithed. 
From the works of Frith, Mr. Fox affures us, that the 
great archbifhop Cranmer collected many of his arguments 
In his famous book of the facrament, and that he gave 
more credit to Frith as an author, than to any other wri- 
ter, However, Frith was, upon the {core of his writings 
and verbal anfwers to the bifhops, decmed incorrigible, 
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and condemned to be burnt; and according!y was carried 
to Smithfield, with a young man, named Andrew Hewet, 
a martyr in the fenoe gievioas caufe, upon the 4th of Fly, 
%533. When Mr. Frith was tied to the fake, he fhewed 
amazing conftancy and 3 and, embracing the fag~ 
gots and fire when put around him, evidenced how chear~ 
fully he fuffered death for the fake of Chriff and his 
Dlefied truths. One Dr. Cook, a prieft, ftanding by, 
Joudly admonifhed the people not to pray for them, any 
more than if they were dogs. At which Mr. Frith, 
fmiling, prayed the Lord to forgive him. The wind blew 
away the flames to his fellow martyr, Hewet, which oc- 
¢afioned to Frith a very lin, ing and painful death ; but 
his mind feemed fo cfiablithed, and his patience to have 
fo much of its perfe& work, that it was obferved, he 
feemed more to rejoice for his fellow-fufferer, than to be 
eareful about himfelf; and at laft chearfully committed 
his foul into the hands of God. He fuffered in the prime 
of his life: But it is never too early to follow the will of 

God or to enter into heaven. ¢ 
There is a circumftance refpeCting this conftant martyr, 
‘Fobn Frith, that may be thought not unworthy the read~ 
ing. It was as follows: The archbithop of Canterbury 
fent two of his fervants to bring Mr. Frith fafe to Croy- 
don, to be examined there; but in the way, they were fo 
convinced by his judicious and pious converfation, his 
humble and amiable deportment, that they concerted a 
plan, between themfelves, how to let him efeape. And- 
then one of them thus addrefled him; ‘ Mr. Frith, the 
journey I have taken in hand to bring you to Croydon, 
as a fheep to the flaughter, fo grieveth me, that I am 
overwhelmed with care and forrow; nor do I regard 
what hagard I undergo, fo that I may but deliver you 
out of the lion’s mouth.’ And then made known to 
him, how they had contrived to facilitate his efcape. 
‘To all this Mr. Frith anfwered with a fmiling counte~ 
nance; “Do you think that I am afraid to deliver my 
«© opinion before the bifhops of England, being a mani- 
“© feft truth?” The gentleman replied, * I wonder that 
* you was fo willing to quit the Iinglom before you was 
* taken, and now ib unwilling to fave yourfelf” Mr. 
Frith anfwered, ‘ Before I was feized, I would fain have 
bed enjoyed my liberty for the benefit of the church of 
“ God; but now being taken by the higher power, and 
sé by the providence of God, aclivered into the hands of 
the bithops, to give teftimony to that religion and doc~ 
2 ‘ tring 
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* trine, which under pain of damnation I am bound to 
« maintain and defend ; if, therefore, I fhould now ftart 
4 afide and run away, I fhould run away from my Gi 

« and from the teftimony of his word, and fhould be 
« worthy of a thoufand hells; therefore, added he, I be+ 
«« {eech you to bring me to the place appointed for me to 
“ be brought, or elle I will go thither alone.”—Perhaps, 
in this inftance, he is more to be admired than juitified. 
GOD’s people are no where commanded to give them- 
felves up to their perfecutors, but to avoid them, as far 
as is confiftent with a faithful confcience. Mr. Frith 
imitated, in this particular, many of the primitive Chrif- 
tians, who rather coveted than fhunned the crown of 
martyrdom ; which feems the more extraordinary in him, 
as he was eminently of a meck and quiet {pirit, and not 
of that lion-hearted temper, which appeard in Luther and 
fome other of the Reformers. 

Frith’s great opponents were Fifer, bifhop of Rechefter, 
Sir Thomas More, and Raflal, More's fon-in-law. Thefe 
he folidly confuted in his writings, and, for the vigor of 
that confutation, moft probably became a particular ob» 
ject of their refentment. So much learning, in conjunc. 
tion with fo much grace, were certainly an overmatch 
for mere human nature, invefted only with its natural 
attainments. ‘ He was (fays bifhop Bale) a polithed {cho~ 
lar, as well as mafter of the learned languages.’ And 
she applied al! his faculties to the illuftration and glory of 
fas truth, which the goodnefs of God had imp: to 

im. 

His works are thefe: 1. Treatife of purgatory, 2. An- 
tithefis between Chriff and the pope. 3, Letter to the 
faithful followers of Chrif’s gofpel, written in the tower, 
3532. 4. The mirror, or glafs to know thy(elf, written 
in the tower, 1532. 5. Mirror, or looking-glafs, wherein 

ou may behold the facrament of baptifm. 6. Articles 
Por which he died] written in Newgate, 23d of June, 
.1§33 7. Anfwer to Sir Thomas More’s dialogues con- 
cerning herefies. 8. Anfwer to Fobn Fifter, bifhop of 
-Rechsfter, &c. All thefe treatifes were reprinted at Len- 
dan in 157% in folio. 
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ILLIAM TINDALE, a learned and zealous 
Englifo Reformer, and memorable for having made 
the firft verlion of the bible in modern Engiis, was born on 
the borders of Wales, fometime before the year 1500. He 
was of Magdalen-ball in Oxford, where he diftinguithed 
himfelf, not only by his literary abilities, but alfo by im- 
bibing erly the doétrines of the Reformation, which were 
begun to he {pread in many parts of England. He ap- 
lied himfelf with great diligence to the ftudy of the 
fcriptures, which he did not perufe as a mere fcholar or 
felf-fufficient {peculatift, but in the way, which divine 
grace alone induces and makes profitable, namely, with 
ameck and humble fpirit; craving for heavenly wifdom 
in a fenfe of the want of it, and not bringing human wit 
or reafon in order to meafure the divine. Nor was he 
fatisfied to bide bis candle under a bufeel, and to keep what 
he learned by grace to himfelf, He took great pains, prie 
vately, to read divinity to feveral ftudents and fellows of 
the Ball, and to inftruét them in the knowledge and truth 
of the f{criptures; on account of which and his upright 
life and converfation, he was held in the highe: i« 
mation. 

Having taken his degrees, he afterwards removed to 
Cambridge, and from thence, after fome time, he went 
to live with a gentleman (Mr. Welch) in Gloucefterfire, 
in the capacity of tutor to his children. While he cone 
tinued there, he had frequent difputes with abbots and 
doétors, who vifited the family, both about learned men, 
divinity, and the fcriptures. One day Mr. and Mrs, 
Welch went to return a vifit, where feveral of thofe dig- 
nitaries converfed with all freedom, Mr. Tindale not being 
prefent: And in the evening, they returned full of argu- 
ments againft Mr. Tindele, all which he gnfwered b 
feripture, maintaining the truth and reproving their falic 
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opinions. Upon which Mrs. Welch (whowas, fays Tindale, 
a fenfible woman) brake out in the following exclamation ; 
* Well, there was dodtor **®*, who can {pend a hundred. 
* pounds; there was doctor ****, who can {pend twa 
© hundred pounds; and doctor ****, -who can fpend three 
* hundred pounds; and, what, is it reafon, think you, 
5 that.we fhould believe you before them?” Mr. Tindale 
made no reply, and in future {pake Iefs of thofe matters. 

At this time he was tranflating a book of Zrafinus, en- 
titled Exchiridion militis Chriftiant, which, when finifhed, 
he gave to Mr. and Mrs, Welch, who carefully perufed it; 
and, it fcems, were fo far convinced of the truth, in op- 
pofition to the popifh dodtrines of the abbots and priefts, 
that thefe gentlemen afterwards met with a very cool re- 
ception at their houfe, and foon declined their vifits alto- 

ether, ‘This, as it was natural to fuppofe, brought upon 
Mr. Tindale the wrath of all the popith clergy in the 
neighbourhood, who foon had him accufed of many he~ 
refics to the bifhop’s chancellor, before whom he had been 
cited to appear; but nothing being roved, after railing 
at him and abufing him, they difmiffed him. In his way 
home he called upon a certain doGor, who had been an 
old chancellor to a bifhop, and his very good friend; to 
him he opened his heart, and confulted. im upon many 
paflages of fcripture. Before they parted the doctor faid 
to him, * Do you not know, that the pope is very anti- 
* chrift, whom the fcripture iach of? But Beware 
“ what you fay; for if it fhould be known you ure of 
© that opinion, it will coft our life:’ And added, 
* Ihave been an officer of fis; wut I have given it up, 
* and defy him and all his works.’ 

Not long after this affair, Mr. Tindale fell in company 
with a certain divine, remarkable for his learning, wi 
whom he difputed, and drave him fo clofe, that at length 
the divine bla{phemoufly cried out; * We had better be 
© without God’s laws than the pope’s.” Tindale, fired at 
this expreffien, and filled with zeal, replied, ‘ I defy the 
“© pope and all his laws;” and added, ‘* That if God 
“ fpared his life, e’er many » he. would caufe a boy 
i“ that drives the plough to more of the fcriptures 
“ than he did.” After this, the hatred of the pricits was 
fo great, that he was obliged to leave the countif, which 
he did, with the confent and hearty withes of Mr. Welch 
for his welfare. Mr. Tindale, remembering the high 
commendations Kra/mus had given of ‘Tenftal’s learning, 
fhen bithop of Londen, bape he fhould find favor and 
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teGion with him; but, as this was not the way 

|, in his providence, had marked ont for him, the 
Pithop excufed himfelf, faying, ‘ That his houfe was 
Full, that he had al more than he could accommo- 
€ date, but that he advifed him to feck about in London, 
# where he could not fai) to obtain employment.’ 

Mr. Tindale remained in London about a year, when 
being defirous to tranflate the New Teftament into Zng- 
Uf, as the moft effectual means (in his own opinion and 
in that of his dear friend Fobn Frith) to remedy the great 
darknefs and ignorance of the land, but judging it could 
not fafely ke done in England; he, by the kind affiftance 
of Mr. Humphry Monmouth and others, went into Ger- 
many, where he labored upon the work, and finihed it 
in the year 1527. In a-letter to Frith, he fays of ity 
«| call G QOD to recorde agaynit the daye we thall ap- 
“¢ peare before our Lord Fefus, to geve a reckenyng of 
« our doynges, that I never altered one fyllable of God’s 
$* word agaynft my confcience, nor would this daye, if 
4¢ ‘al! that is in the earth, whether it be pleafure, honour, 
“© or riches, might be geven me.” It was the fir/f tranf- 
Jation of the fcripture into modern Engl. He then began 
with the Old Teftement, and finifhed the five books of 
Mbfes, prefixing excellent difcourfes to each book, as he had 
done to thofe of the New Teftament. Cranmer’s Bible, 
or (as it was called) the Great Bisiz, was no other 
than Tindale’s revifed and corrected, omitting the pro- 
Jogues and tables, and adding fcripture references and a 
fummary of contents. At his firft going over into Ger 
qany, he went into Saxeny, and had much conference with 
Luther and other le: men ; and then returning to the 
Netherlands, made his abode at Antwerp, at that time a 
very populous and flourifhing city. 

bout the time he had finithed his tranflation of the 
book of Deuterenomy, he had alfo prepared for the prefs a 
work concerning the nature of the facrament, or {a8 it was 
then called) the altar; but wi confidering, that the 
people-were not yet fully convinced of the abfurdity of 
many fuperititiqus ceremonies and grofs idolatries, and 
that the mafs was every where held in the fame eftimation, 
as the great goddefs Diang had been amongft the Ephe- 
fans, which they thought came down from heaven; he 
therefore judged it might be more feafonable, and would 
anfwer the epd more fully, at fome future period. And he 
alfo wrote a very valuable “tra& upon the obedience of a 
Cran mar, ake i exis of erpar 
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He fet fail in the mean time to Hai » with 2 view to 

int his laft finifhed tranflation of the feriptures; but 
Fring thipwrecked on the coalt of Hollond, hy lot all his 
books and papers. However, going in another fhip'to 
Hamburgb, he met with Mr. Coverdale, who affifted him in 
tranflating again the five books of Mofes, both of them 
being entertained in the houfe of a wi tlewoman, 
Mrs. Margaret Van Emerfon, "This was in the year 1529, 
nen the fweating-ficknefs very much prevailed in that 
place, : 

Having finifhed the printing of thefe books, he returned 
again to A 3 and his tranflation of the {crip- 
tures, being in.the mean time fent to England, made 2 
great noife there as well as in Germany; and, inthe opi- 
nion of the bifhops and clergy, did fo much mifchief (as 
they were pleafed to call it) that they railed againft and 
condemned them for containing a thoufand herefies, and 
urged—that it was impoffible for the fcriptures to be tranf- 
lated into Englip—and that it was neither lawful nor ex 
pedient for the laity to have the fcriptures in their mother- 
tongue. Nor could they reff, till, by their intereft, they 
had procured a royal proclamation to bc iffued out, pro» 
hibiting the buying or reading fuch tranflation or tranfla- 
tiqns. This Pockumstion wes publithed in 1527, foon 
after the publication of Tindale’s New Teftament, which 

we the loudeft alarm; and in the fame edidt, as well as 

y the public prohibitions of the bifhops, feveral other 
treatifes were cried down, written by Luther, and other 
Reformers, But all this only ferved, as is ufual in fuch 
cafes, to increafe the public curiofity, and to occafion a 

more careful reading of what was deemed fo extremel; 
obnoxious. One ftep taken by the bifhop of Lomdon af- 
forded fome merriment to the proteftants. His lordhip 
thought, that the beft way to prevent thefe Englifh New 
‘Teftaments from circulation, would be to buy up the 
whole impreffion, and therefore employed a Mr. Packing- 
ton, who fecretly favored the Reformation, then at Ant- 
‘werp, for this purpofe, affuring him at the fame time, 
that, coft what they would, he would have them, and 
burn them all at Pesl’s Crofs. Upon this, Packingten ap- 
plied himfelf to Tindale, and, upon agreement, the bifhop 
had the books, Packington great thanks, and Tindale all 
the money. This enabled our Reformer gntanely 09 pub- 
lith a new and more correét edition, fo ¢ that they came 
$ over (fays Mr. Fox) thick and threefold into England 

This occafioned extreme mee in the difappointed bith 
2 an 
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tiie, and able to make his word good. Your caufe is 
CbrifPs gofpel, 2 light that mutt be fed with the blood 
of faith. e lamp muft be dreffed and {nuffed daily, 
and that oil poured in every evening and morning, 
that.the light go not out. Though we-be finners, yet 


«is the caufe right. If when we be buffeted for well 


doing, we fuffer patiently and endure, that is accepta~ 
ble with God. For to that end we are called. For 
Gori alfo fuffered for us, leaving us an example that 
ould follow his fteps, who did no fin. Hereby 
have we perceived love, that he laid down his life for 
us; therefore we ought.alfo to lay down our lives for 
the brethren. Rejoice and be > for great is your 
reward in heaven. For we fuller with him, that we 
may alfo be glorified with him: Who fhall change 
our vile body, that it may be fafhioned like unto his 
glorious body, according to the working whereby he 
is able even to fubdue al] things unto himfelf. 

* Dearly beloved, be of courage, and comfort 
your foul with the hope of this high reward, and bear 
the image of Clrif in your mortal body, that it may at 
his coming be made like to his immortal body; and fol~ 
low the example of all your other dear brethren, which 

chofe to fuffer in hope of 2 better refurrection. . Kee 
your confcience pure and undefiled, and fay aguick 
that nothing. Stick st neceffary things, and re- 
member the blafphemies of the ‘enemies of Chrif, 
faying, they find none but who will abjure rather than 
fuffer the extremity. Moreover, the death of them 
that come again after they have once denied, though 
it be accepted with God, and all that believe, yet it is 
not glorious: For the hypocrites fay, he muft needs 
die, Senyin helpeth not. But might it have holpeny 

they would have denied five hundred times, but feein, 

it would not help them, therefore of pure pride an 
meer malice together, they fpake with their mouths 
what their confcience knoweth falfe. If you give your- 
felf, caft yourfelf, yield yourfelf, commit yourfelf 
wholly and only to your loving Father, then thall his 
power be in you and make you ftrong, and that fo 
ng, that you hall feel no pain, which fhould be to 
another prefent death ; And his Spirit thail {peak in you, 
and teach you what to anfwer, according to his pro- 
mife: He fhall fet out his truth by you wonderfully, and 
work for you above all that your heart can imagine 
yea and you are not yet-dead, though the hype 
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«« aff, with all that they can make, have fworn your 
“death. Una falus vittis nullam fperare faluten; To 
“© Jook for no man’s help, bringeth the help of God ta 
«© them that feem to be overcome in the eyes of the hy- 
s¢ pocrites: Yea, it hall make God to carry you thorow 
“6 thick and thin for his truth’s fake, in {pite of ali the 
« enemies of his truth. There falleth not a hair till his 
«© hour be come; and when his hour is come, neceffit 
“© carrieth us hence though we be not willing. But if 
«¢ ave be willing, then have we a reward and thank. 

‘© Fear not the threatning therefore, neither be over+ 
© come of {weet words ; with which twain the hypocrites 
s© fhall aflail you. Neither let the perfwafions of worldly 
*€ wifdom bear rule in your heart, nv, though they be 
“€ your friends that counfel you. Let Bilney be a warn- 
*© ing to you, let not their vizor beguile your cyes. Let 
*< not your body faint. He that endureth to the end 
‘* fhall’ be faved. If the pain be above your ftrength, 
§© remember, Whatfoever ye foall afk in my name, I will 
“ give it you. And pray to your Father in that name, 
#5 and he fhall ceafe your pain, or fhorten it. The Lord 
** of peace, of hope, and of faith, be with you, Amen. 


“© Wittram Tinpaze,” 


tl. 


“ Two havefoffered in Antwerp, in dis fantte crucis, 
‘6 unto the great glory of the gofpel; four at 
“¢ Ryfels in Flanders; and at Luke hath there one at 
“© Jedft fuffered, and all the fame day. At Reanin France 
« they perfecute, And at Paris are five doctors taken 
** for the gofpel. See, you are not alone; be cheerful 
“ and remember that among the hard-hearted in England, 
“ these is a number referved by grace: For whofe fakes, 
“ if need be, you muft be ready to fuffer. Sir, if you 
*© may write, how fhort foever it be, forget it not, that 
‘© we may know how it goeth with you, for our heart’s 
** eafe. The Lord be yet again with you, with all his 
‘© plenteoufnefs, and fill you that you flow over, Amen, 

S¢ If when you have read this, you can fend it to 
S© Adrian; do I pray you, that he may know how that 
“© our heart is with you. 

“* George Foy at Candlemas being at Barrew printed 
5 two leaves of Genefir in a great form, and fent onz 
$< copy to the king, and another to the new queen, with a 
$* letter to NV, to deliver them; and to purchafe Ficente, 

§© that 
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“ that he might fo go through all the bible. Out of 
* this is {prung Metin a nicks teae _ out of 
«« that is the great feekin, ingli} ks xt al! printers 
« and book. finders in “Aetwerpy and for an Engle pric 
that fhould print. 
- & This chanced the ninth day of May. 
- § Sir, your wife is well content with the will of God, 
“ and would not for her fake have the glory of God 
% hindred, 

** Wruirau Tinpare.” 


I, 


4° The grace of our Saviour Fe/us, his patience, meek~ 
*¢ nefs, humblenefs, circumipection, and wifdom, be 
“* with your heart, Amen. 


“ EARLY beloved brother, mine hearts defire 
“ in our Saviour ys is that you arm your- 
* felf with patience, a cool, fober, wife and cir. 
§© cumfpect, and that you keep you a low by the ground, 
“¢ avoiding high queftions, that pafs the common capa- 
“* city. But expound the law truly, and open the vail 
of Mofes to condemn all flefh, and prove all men fine 
ners, and all deeds under the law, Nefore mercy have 
“ taken away the condemnation thereof, to be fin and 
«¢ damnable, and then, as 2 faithful minifter, fet abroach 
# the mercy of our Lord Fefus, and let the wounded 
“© confciences drink of the water of Him. And then fhall 
“ your preaching be with power, and not as the doétrine 
*¢ of the hypocrites; and the Spirit of God thal] work 
** with you, and all confciences fhall bear record unto 
© you, and feel that it is fo. And all doétrine that 
 cafteth a mift on thofe two, to fhadow and hide them, 
«© ] mean the law of God, and mercy of Chrif, that refift 
“ we awith all your dated Sacraments without figni- 
“© fication refufe. If they put fignifications to them, 
“© receive them, if you {ee it may help, though it be not 


as 


aa 


“© Of the prefence of Chrif’s bedy ia the facrament, 
** meddle as little as you can, that there appear no di- 
* vifion among us. Barnes will be hot Sgaintt you. 
«© The Saxons fore on the affirmative ; whether con- 
*¢ flant or obftinate, I remit it to God. Philip Melanc- 
“© thon is faid to be with the French king. ere be 
“* in Antwerp that fay, they faw him come into Farts 
© with an hundred and fifty horfes, and that they ned 

wit 
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with him. If the French men receive the word of 
“© God, he will plant the affirmative in them. George 
© Fey would have put forth a treatife of that matter, but 
6 1m ftopt him as yet: What he will do if he get 
© money, I wot not. I believe he would make many 
* reafons little ferving to that purpofe: My mind is, 
© that nothing be put forth till we hear how you hall 
§* have f{ped. “L would have the right ufe preached, and 
“6 the prefence to be an indifferent thing, till the matter 
** might be peafoned in peace at leifure of both parties. 
$s If you be required, fhew the phrafes of the fcripture, 
*© and let them talk what they will. For as to believe 
*© that God is every where, hurteth no man that worfhip~ 
© peth him no where but within the heart, in {pirit and 
‘* verity: Even fo to belicve, that the body of Chri/? is 
“* every where (though it cannot be proved) hurteth no 
“¢ man, that worfhippeth him no where fave in the faith 
“© of his gofpel. You perceive my mind: Howbcit, if 
* God thew you otherwife, jt is free for you to da as he 
*« moveth pt 

‘© I gueifed long ago, that God would fend a dazing 
# into the head of the fpiritualty, to catch themfelves in 
“© their own fubtilty, and trutt it is come to pafs. And 
#¢ now me thinketh I {mell a counfel to be taken, little 
‘¢ for their profits in time to come, But you muft un- 
“ derftand, that it is not of a pure heart and for love of 
S¢ the truth, but to avenge themfelves, and to eat the 
‘6 whore’s ficth, and to fuck the marrow of her boncs. 
© Wherefore cleave faft to the rock of the help of God, 
*¢ and commit the end of all things unto him: And if 
© God thall call you, that you may then ufe the wifdom 
§© of the worldly, as far as you perceive the glory of God 
“© may come thereof, refufe it not; and ever among 
 thruft in, that the fcripture may be in the mother- 
© tonguc, and learning fet up in the univerfities. But 
“¢ if ought be required contrary to the glory of God, and 
“his Cérif, then ftand faft, and commit yourfelf to 
*¢ God, and be not overcome of men’s perfuafions ; 
‘© which haply thall fay, We fee no other way to bring 
« in the truth. 

“ Brother, beloved in my heart, there liveth not in 
© whom [have fo good hope and truft, and in whom 
‘© my heart rejoiceth, and my foul comforteth herfelf, as 
f° in you; not the thoufand part fo much for your learn- 
{¢ ing, and what other gifts elfe you have, as becaufe you 
# will creep alow by the ground, and walk in thote 
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« things that the confcience may feel, and not in the 
‘© imaginations of the brain: In fear, and not in bold- 
* nefs; In open neceflary things, and not to pronounce 
“© or define of hid fecrets, or things that neither help nor 
“€ hinder, whether it be fo or no; in unity, and not in 
‘6 {editious opinions : Infomuch that if you be fure you 
* know, yet in things that may abide leifure_you will 
“ defer, or fay (till other agree with ) lethinks 
“ the text requircth the fenfe or underftanding. Yea, 
‘© and if you be fure that your be good, and another 
“hold the contrary, yet if it be a thing that maketh no 
“ matter, you will laugh and let it pafs, and refer the 
“¢ thing to other men, and Stick you ftiffly and ftubbornly 
‘ in earneft and neceflary things, And I truft you be 
«« perfuaded even fo of me: For I call God to record 
* againft the day we fhall appear before our Lord Fefus, 
“¢ to give a reckoning of our doings, that I never altered 
* one fyllable of God's word againft my confcience, nor 
+ would this day, if all that is in the earth, whether it 
“¢ be pleafure, honour, or riches, might be given me. 
*¢ Moreover, I take God to record to my confcience, 
“* that I dzfire of God to myfelf in this world, no more 
« than that without which 1 caninet keep his laws, 

“ Finally, if there were in me any gift that could help. 
“© at hand, and aid you if need required, I promife you 
*¢ T would not be far off, and commit the end to God. 
+ My foul is not faint, thoygh my body be weary. But 
“« God hath made me evil favoured in this world, and 
*¢ without grace in the fight of men, fpeechlefs and rude, 
*¢ dull and flow witted; your part fhall be to fuppl 
« what lacketh in me: Remembring, that as lowlinefs 
* of heart thall make you high with God, even fo meek- 
*© nefs of words fhall make you fink into the hearts of 
“* men. Nature giveth age authority, but mecknefs is 
*© the glory of youth, and giveth them honour. Abun- 
“ dance of love maketh me exceed in babling. 

** Sir, as concerning purgatory and many other things, 
“* if you be demanded, you may fay, it you err, the 
£* fpiritualty hath fo led you, and that they have taught 
* you to believe as you do. For they preached you all 
** fuch things out of God’s word, and alledged a thou- 
“© fand texts, by reafon of which teats you believed as 
“* they taught you, but now you find them lyers, and 
“© that the texts mean no fuch things, and therefore you 
can believe them no | + but are as ye were re 
§§ they taught you, and believe no fuch thing: Howbeit 
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¥6 you are reaily to believe, if they have any other way 
¥¢ fo prove it; for without proof you cannot believe them, 
*¢ when you have found them with fo many lyes, &c, 
« If you perceive wherein we may help, either in bein 
«« ftill or doing fomewhat, let us have word, and I wil 
«© do mine uttermoft. 

& My lord of London hath a fervant called Fob Tifen, 
« with a red beard, and a black-reddifh head, and was 
© once my fcholar; he was feen in Antwerp, but came 
© not among the Englifomen: Whither he is gone am- 
 baffador fecret, I wot not. 

The mighty God of Faccb be with you, to fupplant 
“ his enemies, and give you the favour of Fofiph, and 
“© the wifdom and the fpirit of Stephen, be with your 
“© heart, and with your mouth, and teach your lips what 
‘© they fhall fay, and how to anfwer to all things. He 
“© is our God, if we defpair in ourfelves, and truft in 
«© him: And his is the glory. Amen. 


s© Fanuary, 1§33- Wriuram Trnpare.” 


JOHN LAMBERT. 


HE true name of this admirable man was Nicholfon; 

but, in order to avoid the dangers which threatened 
him in the latter part of his life on a religicss account, 
he aflumed the firname of Lambert, It does not appear 
when he was born, though it may be prefumed to have 
been about the cnd of the fifteenth or beginning of the 
Sixteenth century, as he fuffered for the caufe of truth 
in the year 1538. We have not liiewife the precile pluce 
of his birth: Only it is’ affirmed, that he was born, cad 
brought up for the moft part, in the county of Norfelt. 
His academiical education he received at Cambridge, where 
he acquired the learned languzg~, and (what ws better 
than them) his converfion to GoD from _popith fupcr- 
ition and the love of this evil world. ‘The bleffed in- 
Atcument of this bappy change was the memorable and. 
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bleffled Bilney, who was likewife the inftrument of con- 
verting many others to the knowledge of GOD and theit 
own hearts. 

The fury of king Henry the Eighth againft Luther- 
anifm (or Proteftantifm, as it was afterwards more jut! 
called) compelled poor Lambert, who began to be dif- 
tinguithed for his learning and piety; to feek a refuge 
upon the continent, Accordingly, he repaired to Aut~ 
werp, then the refidence of Tindale and Frith, who appear 
to have been his chofen friends, and officiated as preacher 
and chaplain to the Englip faGtory in that city, (which at 
that time had great correfpondence with England on ac- 
count of the woollen manufacture) for the greater part of 
two years. But the tenor of his preaching was of fuch a 
kind, as rendered it by no means furprizing, that he fhould 

rocure himfelf enemies among the fons of Rome. Onc 
Barlow, lad, no doubt, of fhewing his zeal, accufed him 
to Sir Thomas More, then lord chancellor of England, by 
whofe means he was brought from Antwerp to London, a8 
an innocent lamb to fatiate the cruelty of the Romi/ 
wolves, who thirfted for his blood. ‘This event occurred 
in the year 1532. He was firft examined at Lambeth b 
Warham, then archbifhop of Canterbury, and afterwards 
at the bithop’s houfe at Oxford, before a multitude of his 
adverfaries. He was queftioned upon forty-five articles, 
to all of which he gave a very long, full, and learned an~ 
fwer, which does him and the caufe he profeffed exceeding 

reat honor. A more folid and comprchenfive apology 
for Proteftantilm is rarely to be found; and we fhould be 
happy to lay it before our readers, did not its very great 
Tength cxceed the limits of our plan, ‘The curious Reader 
may fee it at large in Fox’s Aéts and Monuments, for the 
reign of Henry the Eighth. We will, however, fubjoin 
an extract or two at the end of his life, as a fpecimen of 
his faith and doétrine. 

Lambert continued in cuftody at Oxford till the next 
ear, 1§33, in which archbithop Wari diced, and was 
juceeeded by Cranmer, who was (at the time of Warbam’s: 

death) in Germany, debating the affair of the king’s di- 
vorce. The death of the archbifhop, and the rife of queen’ 
Anne of Boleyn, feem to have been the immediate caules 
of Lambert's releafe, which he had no fooner obtaincd 
than he repaired to Zendon, and engaged himfelf in teach- 
ting the Greek and Latin tongues. He preferred this fe- 
cular bufinefs to the priefthood, as times went; and as he 
meant to marry and fettle, he purpofed to take up the 
. freedom 
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freedom of the city in the grocer’s company. But GOD, 
who appoints snd difappoints the inclinations and pur- 
pofes of men after his own wil! and wifdom, called this 
bleffed man to a higher vocation, and to give up his life 
as a martyr for the teftimoriy of Fe/us. 

Sometime in the year 1538, Lambert was prefent at a 
fermon, preached by a Dr. Taylor, who, it feems, was theri 
rather a friend to the gofpel, and was afterwards made 
bithop of Lincofn in the reigit of king Edward, and finally 
deprived by queen Mary. Lambert, whether he was dif- 
fatisfied with the fermon, or had a good opinion of the 
preacher, defired to have a friendly conference with him, 
and propofed, in the courfe of converfation, fevera) thco- 
logical points, on which he defired to be fatisfied, the 
chief of which was the queftion concerning the corporal 

refence of Chit in the facrament. Taylor, preffed per- 

aps too clofe, defired Lanibert to excufe him for the pre- 
fent, on account of other bufinefs, and to write his mind 
upon the matter; which they would talk over again at 
re deitures ang a 

ambert accordingly propofed ten arguments in writin; 

for fupport of his Spytione which a moftly loft except 
the firft, which was founded upon thefe words ; This ey 
is the New Teftament, &c. ** Now, fays he, if thefe words 
“© do neither change the cup nor the wine therein fub- 
‘¢ ftantially into the New Teftament, which nobody af. 
“« ferts; then, by parity of reafon, the words; fpoken of 
‘* the bread, do not turn the bread corporally into the 
‘© perfon of Cbriff.” “The other reafons are faid to have 
been equally acute, and fupported by the fcriptures and 
by teftimonies from the primitive fathers. 

Taylor, out of a real with to fatisfy Lambert, and fecl~ 
ing himfelf unable to anfwer him, applied among others 
to Dr. Barnes, a good man, but as yet (like many good 
men at the dawning of the Reformation) not fufficiently 
clear in the matter of the facrament. Barner advifed 
Tayler to lay the matter before Cranmer, the archbithop, 
who then was an advocate for tranfubftantiation; and 
Lambert was obliged to defend his do@rine in open court 
before him and fome other bifhops, ‘This publifhed Lam- 
bert and his opinions to the whole court and city. 

Gardiner, bithop of Winchefter, glad of every opportu- 
nity of infinuating himfelf into the king’s good graces, 
fuggefted to his majefty, That now an opportunity oc- 
curred to fhew to all the world, that though he had re- 
nounced the fupreme authority of the bithop of Hone Oe 
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had-not-renounced the catholic faith (which the king had 
profeffed not to do), and that therefore he would profe- 
tute and punifh all heretics and others; who fhould pre- 
fume to fet forth do&trines contrary to it: That this Lam- 
bert might be made a proper example, and that by his pu- 
hifhment he might quiet the apprehenfions of the people, 
with refpe@ to further innovations. 

‘The king eagerly caught the bait, and immediately 
iffued a general ordinance, commanding all the nobility 
and bifhops of the realm forthwith to repair to London, 
jn order to affift the king againft heretics and herefies, a3 
he purpofed to fit perfonally in judgement tipon them. 

Vat was the concourfe of eonls aflembled to fee this 
folemn bufinefs ; and the apparatus for the trial was no lefs 
extraordinary. The king himfelf came as judge, with a 
great guard, and fat upon the throne prepared for him, ar= 
rayed in white: On his right-hand were the bithops, and 
behind them the judges and crown lawyers, cloathed all in, 
purple ; and, on his left, the peers of the realm and other 
officers of the crown, according to precedency. Such an 
appearance, with the king’s fevere looks, words, and man- 
ner, would have fufficed to daunt any man, who could 
not rely upon the promife, That GOD’s people fhould 
fpeak in his caiufe before kings, and not be aframee. 

It would be long toentes upon the cruel and unfair 
ptoceedings of this memorable day. The imperious 
frowns and threats of the king, and the meck and humble 
deportment of Lambert, can only be fialleled by: the 
hiftory of Caiaphas the high-prieft, or Pontius Pilate, and 
Lambert's Saviour. Cranmer, it is to be regretted, op- 
pofed a caufe on that day, for which Cranmer himfelf not 
many years afterwards fuffered and bled. Lambert de- 
fended himfelf with the firmnefs of a man, the Icarning of 
a {cholar, and the humility of aChriftian. The iffue was 
predetermined in the king’s mind; and all the eloquence 
and truth in the world would have been of no avail, The 
king commanded Gromtell (the famous lord Cromwell, 
‘who fo much fupported the Reformation) to read che dole- 
ful fentence of condemnation. It was Lambert's peculiar 
cafe, not only to be a martyr, but to fuffer by thofe who, 
jn their turn and for the fame identical caufe, were not 
Jong afterwards martyrs themfelves. 

It appears, that, upon this judgement, he was confined 
to lord Cromwel!’s houfe, and that Cromwell befought his 
forgivenefs for what he had been comp:tled to do (it is 
pia by Gardiner’s particular management) againft him, 
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pon the day of his death, he breakfafted with great 
chearfulnefs among Cromte/f’s gentlemen, faluted them 
with great eafe and refpect upon his departure, and was 
led out as a lamb for a burnt-facrifice. 

No man was ufed at the ftake with more cruelty than 
this holy martyr. ‘They burned him with a flow fire by 
inches; for if it kindled higher and ftronger than they 
chofe, they removed it away. When his legs were burnt 
off, and his thighs were mere ftumps in the fire, they 
pitched his poor body upon pikes, and lacerated his broil- 
ing fiefh with their halberts. But GOD was with him 
in the midft of the flame, and fupported him in all the 
anguifh of nature. Juft before he expired, he lifted up 
fuch hands as he had, all flaming with fire, and cried out 
to the people with his dying voice in thefe glorious words 5 
Nong sur Curist; Nong put Curist. Spoken in this 
manner, and at fuch a timc, there was more energy in 
them than could have been exprefled in a volume. 
was at laft boat down into the fire, and flew, in 2 chariot 
of flame, to heaven. 

During his confinement, he wrote a long treatife to the 
king, in which he apologized for his faith and doctrine 5 
apart of which treatife is preferved by Fox in his Acts 
and Monuments, to which we muft refer the Reader, 

‘We promifed juft to extra& a few words from his firt 
examination, that the Reader may fec fomcthing of the 
evangelical doétrines of this good man. In the courfe of 
his defence before archbishop arbam, he was afked, 
“ Doft thou believe, that whatfoever is done of man, whether 
© it be good or ill, cometh of necessity?’ Mr. Lambert 
eafily perceived, that his being fo clofely queftioned on 
the article of predefination, was no other than a trap laid 
for his life. His reply did equal honor to his prudence 
and faithfulnefs: ¢« Unto the firft part of your riddle, I 
“ neither can nor will give any definitive anfwer.—Cons 
“ cerning the fécond part, Whether man hath free-will, or 
“* no, to deferve joy or pain? As for our deferving of joy, in 
“ particular, I think it very little or none; evcn when 
“© we do the very commandments and law of God. When 
‘© ye have done all that are commanded you, faith our Saviour, 
fay that ye b¢ unprofitable fervants. When we have done 
“his bidding, we ought not fo to magnify neither our 
" ff, nor our own free-will : But laud nim, with 2 meck 
‘heart, through whofe benefit we have done (if at any 
$* time we do it) his liking end pleafure. H-nce Avffin 
 prayeth, Domine, da quad jubet, et jube gard vis” Lord, 
ive what thou commandeft, and command what thou wilt, 
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$* Concerning FREE-WILL, I mean altogether as doth St, 
© Auftin: That, of ourfelves, we have No diberty nor abi- 
“© lity to do the will of God; but are /oxt up and £4 
SS under fin, a8 both Ifaiah and Paul bear witnefs: But 
S* by the GRacE of God we are rid and fet at liberty, 
*¢ according to the portion which every man” Me e, every 
regenerate man] ‘* hath received of the fame; fome more, 
“© fome lefs.” 

Lashes ee alfo atked, pi Whether faith alone, without 
“ good works, may fuffice to faluaticn and juftification o 
* a man, who bas fallen into en ua dt aad 
tyr anfwered, in the words of St. Auflin, *¢ Opera bona 
© nom faciant juftun, Ped Suptificatus facit bona opera: The 
“ PERFORMANCE Of GOOD woRKS docs not jufify a 
“¢ man, but the man who 1s JUSTIFIED perfarms GOOD 
*€ WORKS.” 
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URBANUS REGIUS, 


RBANUS REGIUS was born in Arga Longe, 

in the territorics of the counts de Montfort. His 
family name was Rex, or King, which was changed by the 
family, as it was often applied in ridicule. Having given 
early proofs of his genius, he received a liberal education, 
firft at the fchool of Lindau, and afterwards at Friburg, 
where he lived with Zefius, an excellent civilian, who had 
the greateft regard for him on account of his diligence and 
induftry. Indeed, his application was very extraordinary ; 
for he buried himfelf in the library of his learned friend, 
and frequently fat up whole nights in reading authors and 
tranfcribing the remarks, which Zafusand other {cholars 
had made upon them, infomuch that his kind hoft jocu- 
larly told him, ‘ that he certainly meant to rob him of 
* his profeffion and knowledge.’ ’Tis faid, that Zafus 
loved him as a fon, both for his delight in learning and 
fweetnefs of manners: And Urban-did_ not fail to anfwes 
all the expeCtations, which had been conceived of i 
9 fom 
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From Friburg he went to Bafi for further improvement; 
and from Bail to Ingo/fadt, which univerfity was under 
the direGtion of the famous Fobn Eckius. Here, after 2 
while, he read privately to feveral noblemen’s fons, whofe 
parents defired him to furnith their children with books 
and other neceffaries, for which they would take care to 
remit him the money quarterly ; but neglecting to fulfil 
their promifc, he was obliged ‘to give up his books and 
furniture to be divided amongft his creditors, and in de- 
{pair went to a captain, who was recruiting for the war 
againft the Turés, and lifted himfelf for afoldice. It foon 
happened, that his fricnd Ectixs, walking abroad to fee 
the foldiers, {pied poor Urian amongft them. Ectius 
with aftonifhment enquired the caufe of this fudden 
change. Urban prefently told him the behavior of thofe 
noblemen, whofe children he had tutored: And Eckius 
foon took the means of procuring his difcharge from 
the captain, as well as the money due to him from the 
noblemen, 

Urban then returned to his ftudies, and growing famous 
for his great erudition and ingenuity, the emperor Max- 
imilian, paffing through Ingoltadt, made him his poct- 
Jaureat and orator: Aft he was made profeflor of 

ry and oratory in that univerfity, He then applied 
imfelf clofely to the ftudy of divinity; and, awhile after, 
the controverly growing hot between Luther and Ectius 5 
Urban favoring Luther's dotrine, yet unwilling to offend 
Eckius, who had been his very good friend in many in- 
ftances, he left Ingeifadt and went to Aug/burgh; where, 
at the importunity of the magiftrates and citizens, he 
undertook the f Saket nd of the church. As he began 
to fee more and more of the purity of the gofpel, he could 
not but be offended at the grofs idolatry and corruptions 
of the papifts, and foon joined with Luther in reaching 
againft them. He alfo wrote to Zuinglivs to know his 
judgement about the facrament and original-fin, from 
whom he received fo much fatisfaétion, that he agreed 
with him entirely in thefe particulars. ‘ Wherever (fays 
* Mekbior Adam) he faw the truth, he openly embraced 
* and boldly confeffed it.’ At that time, the enthufiaftic 
Anabaptifts (who followed Jobs of Leyden, David George, 
and the other ranting cut-throats) crept into Aug/burgh, 
and held private conventicles to the difturbance of the 
public peace; but the magiftrates imprifoning the chief of 
them, and punifhing the incorrigible, put ap end to their 
difturbance in that city. He 
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- He went on preaching again purgatory, induigences, 
and the other ‘erriptioes, el the pasitts were fo enraged, 
that they drove him out of the city: But, after a while, 
through the entreaties of fome principal citizens, he was 
called back again to his charge. He then married a citi- 
zen’s daughter, by whom he had thirteen children, His 
friend Echius wrote to him, on his return, a fevere letter, 
dated March 21%, 1527, which Urban anfwered with 
equal meeknefs and faithfulnefs, recapitulating his great 
‘obligations to him on the account of his learning and 
friendfhip, and affuring him that nothing but the truth: 
had led him to his prefent profeffion, which by no means 
tended to promote his worldly intereft or glory. Eckius 
could not reft heres but endeavored by all means, though 
in vain, to turn hin away from the truth; and fent Faber 
and Cochleus with flatteries and large promises, who pre~ 
vailed as little as him(clf. 

‘There was a diet held at ug/burgh, m the year 1530, 
for quieting the controverfies about religion, at which was 
prefent the duke of Brunfwick, who much importuned and 
at laft prevailed with Urban to goto Lunenburg in his do» 
minions, to take care of the church there. Urban in his 
way thither, vifited Luther at Coburg, and {pent a whole 
day with him in familiar conferences about the principal 
doétrines ; and in hit writings mentions this as one of the 
moft comfortable ditys of his life. ‘ Such and fo great 
“ a divine is Luther (fays he) that I think no age has feeti 
“ hisequal. I always thought him a great man; buthe 
* now appears to me the greateft of all. I faw him and 
“* heard him, the manner of which cannot be defcribed 
* by the pen.” Hrneft, duke of Brunfwick, loved him 
dearly, and efteemed him as a father; and when the city 
of Augfburgh fent to the duke in the year 1531, defiring 
him to permit Urden’s return to them; the duke gave 
for anfwer, * That he would as foon part with his eyes 
* as with him;’ and prefently after made him chief paftor 
of all the churches in his dominions, with an ample falary 
for his fupport. 

Here he fpent the reft of his moft ufeful life, in 
preaching, writing, and retigious conferences; confut- 
ing gainfayers and confirming the faithful. Some years 
afterwards going with his prince to Haguenay, he felt 
fick by the way, and in a days, with much chear+ 
fulnefs, yielded up his fou) into the hands of God, on the 
23d of May, in 1541. He often defired of the Lord, if it 
were his will, that he might die a fudden and cafy pa i 
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which requeft the Lord was pleafed to grant him. He 
was aman of an excellent underftanding, of uncommon 
learning, holy and upright in his life and converfation, 
and moft indefatigable in the labors of his facred funétion, 

Steidan mentions his writings againft the Anabaptifts, 
in conjunétion or at the fame time with Melenéthen and 
Fuftus Menius. His fon Erncft collected and publithed his 
‘works, after his deceafe, by the defire of his affectionate 
patron the duke of Brunfwick. His common-places of the 
fathers, &c. were printed afterwards in a feparate volume 
by Fobn Freder, Ourexcellent martyrolagift, Mr, Fox, is 
faid to have tranflated onc pf Regius’s treatifes, upon faith 
and hope (if not more) fram the original Latin into Engl, 


WOLFGANG FABR. CAPITO, 


OLFGANG FABRICIUS CAPITO was borh 
at Huguenau in Alface, in the year 1478. His 
father was of the fenatorian rank, who gave him a good 
education, and fent him to Baff; where he Rudied phyfic 
till he had taken his dogtor’s , and likewife attained 
avery great proficiency in the other liberal feicnces. At 
his father’s death, in 1504, he ftudied divinity, and cn- 
tered into the logic of thofe times, with all the idle fub- 
tiltics and metaphyfical jargon of the fchvols. After this 
gourfe of ftudy, he read the civil law un‘er Zafus, an 
eminent civilian, for four years, and finally took his doc- 
tor’s degree in that line. He was a great admirer and 
fupporter of godly minifters, At Heidslberg he became 
acquainted with Oscolampadius; with whom therc ever af- 
terwards fubfited the ftrongeft tie of friendfhip and mutual 
communication. He ftudied Hebrew with his friend Orco~ 
Jampadius under the tuition of one Matthew Adrian, a con- 
verted Few, and then became a preacher, firit in Spire, and 
afterwards at Bef, where he continued for fome ycars. 
From thence he was fent for by the £/eer Palatine, who 
made him hig counfellor, -_ fent him on feveral emb:f> 
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fies: And Charles the fifth conferred upon him the order 
of knighthood. From, Ment he followed Bucer to Straf- 
burgh, where he aftonifhed the world by preaching the re- 
formed religion, at St. Themas’s Church in that city, begin~ 
ning his miniftry by ex ling St. Paul's epiftle to the 
Coloffians. The of Capito and Bucer fpread fo wide, that 
jem Faber and Gerard Rufus were fent privately from 

'rance to hear him, by Margaret queen of Navarre, fifter 
to the French king; and thus the proteftant doctrine was 
introduced into France. Capite was a very prudent and 
eloquent man, 2 great critic in the Hebrew tonguc, and 

ter of the whole circle of human knowledge. This, 
with the endowment of the higheft wifdom—-the know- 
ledge of God and his trith, furnifhed him in the moft 
eminent manner for the facred fun@ion: And God 
bleffed him accordingly. Next to his love of the purity 
of the gofpel, he was very earneft that the gofpel fhould 
be received in mutual love and peace among tts profeffors. 

His opinion {following that of Occolampadins) concern- 
ing the facrament was, Mittendas eff contentiones, & cogi- 
tandum de ufic ipfius cana: Viz. fidem noftram pane, & vino 
Domini, per memoriam carnis, & fanguinis illius, pafcendam. 
i. e. Difputes about the Lord’s Supper fhould, as much 
as poflible, be avoided; and the chief point to be defired 
was its ufe and benefit; namely, that our faith may be 
ftrengthened and nourifhed by the Lord’s bread and wine, 
in memory of his fleth and blood. 

In the year 1525, he received a call to return to his 
own country, where he preached the gofpel in purity, and 
adminiftered the Lord’s Supper, according to Chrif’s in- 
Ritution, to his fellow citizens, and baptized without 

¢ popifh ceremonies. He frequently made excurfions 
into the nase hboning parts of Switzerland, and confirmed 
the fouls of the faithful by his doétrine. He was alfo 
prefent and difputed at Bera, in 1528, againit the popith 
mafs, &c, He was, with feveral others, chofen by the 
proteftants to go to the diet at Ratifbon, in the year 1541, 


for the fettling of religion; and was much diftinguithed 
in that controverh ' ~ Returning home, in a reat and. 
meral infeGtion, he died of the plague, about the end of 
e year 1541, in the fixty-third year of his age. : 
Capito was a very great fcholar himfelf, and a great 
promoter of Icarning in others, He was convinced, that 
true: knowledge and true grace conjoined would give the 
Fevereft fhock to the-devil’s kingdom, And for the honor 
bf the protcftant-religion it may -be faid, that it not-only 
= ‘ : aay introduced 
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introduced the revival of fcience throughout Europe, bat 
has cherithed it ever fince in the moft remarkable manner. 
¢ Capito was ever importunate with Erafmus, to throw of 
his Nicodemean difguife, and to embrace the protcftant 
religion openly; but Erafmus had neither the grace nor 
the zeal of Capite. 0, dius was his principal and 
deareft friend, though he correfponded with alt the other 
great divines of his time. 

He married the widow of his friend Oecolampadius, and 
by her had feveral children. He had before married ano- 
ther Jady, a literary woman, who lived but a thort time, 
asit feems, with him before her death. 

Among other works, he jeft behind .him; two books 

in the Fewif economy; expofitions upon the prophets 

fabakkuk and Hofea; the life of fobn Orcolampadius; a 
traét upon the beft mode of education fora divine; &c. &c, 





SIMON GRYNEZEUS, 


man, was the fon of a peafant of Swabia, and born at 
‘eringen, in the county of Hokenzellern, in the year 1493. 
He purfued his ftudies in Ufirifcin at the fame time with 
Melanhon, which gave rife to a friendfhip between them 
of long continuance. He purfucd them at Vienna, and 
there taking the degree of mafter in philofophy, was 
appointed Greek profeflor, Having embraced the pro- 
teftant religion, he was thereby expofed to many dangers; 
and particularly in Baden, where he was fome years rec~ 
tor of the {chool. He was thrown into prifon at the in- 
ftigation of the monks; but, at the folicitation of the 
nobles of Hungary, he was fet at liberty, and retired to 
Wittenberg, where he had a conference with Luther and 
Maélanéthen, Being returned to his native country, he 
‘was invited to Hesdelberg, to be Greek profcffor in that 
sity in 1523. He exercifed this employment till the 
year 1529, when he was invited to Bef to teach publicly 
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LEO JUD&. 


HIS great and good divine was born in Alface, in 
1482, was brought up in the fchool of Siefadt, and 
from thence was fent to Baj/, about the year 1502, where 
he joined in ftudy with the famous Zuingliur under the 
tuition of Dr. Wrattenvapb, avery learned man, by whom 
he received the firit principles of tHe evangelical doGtrine 
concerniny Chris fatisfaGtion for fin and the leading 
truths of the gofpel. In this univerfity he made a great 
proficiency in letters, and in the year 1512 took his degree 
of mafter of arts and profeffed philofophy. There alfo 
he was made a deacon; and from this miniftration was 
called into Switzerland, where he devoted himfelf to the 
ftudy of the oriental lan; . and to the reading of the 
fathers, particularly of Seren and Auguftine: He likewife 
diligently read the books of Luther, Brafmus, and Reuchlin 
the famous Hebraan. : 

By the writings of thefe excellent men he more plainly 
difcovered, and afterwards utterly abhorred the idolatrous 
fupescions of the church of Rome. At Sength, bein, 
called to a paftoral charge at Zurich, he openly cppofed 
the popith dorine, both from the pulpit and prefs; and 
became diftinguifhed among the great and burning lights 
of the Reformation. At Barich he continued eighteen 
Pre and fpent much of that time in expounding the 

Id Teftament out of the Hebrew, in the knowledge of 
which having made uncommon progrefs, he was folicited 
by his brethren in the miniftry, to undertake the tranf- 
lation of the Old Teftament; with which requeft he 
complied, and was affifted by other learned men, He 
diligently collated all the Hebrew copies, which he could 
command, for the interpretation of the moft difficult 
places, and made great ufe of the Greek and Latin tran{- 

lations, without entirely depending upon them. But he 

profecuted this work with fuch intenfenefs of application, 
that he deftroyed his health, and died with al] the debility 
of extreme age at fixty, on the gth of Func, in the year 
: 15425 
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1542; leaving unfinifhed Fob, the forty laft Pfalms, Pro- 
verbs, Ecclefiajtes, Canticles, and the eight laft chapters of 
Exekiel, which he commended to Theodore Bitliandsr wo 
finith, who accordingly did it: And he left all to Couraie 
Pellican to perute, and put to the prefs, which he care- 
fully performed. This tranflation Robert Stephens after- 
wards in a great meafure pirated, without once making 
mention of the names of thefe worthies, by whofe learn- 
ing and labor it had been accomplithed. . 

‘Four days before his death, he fent for the paftors and 
profeifors of Zurich, before whom he made a confeffion 
of his faith concerning Gon, the fcripturvs, the perfon 
and offices of Cuxist, and the fufficiency of his falva- 
tion; concluding with thefe words; “ To this, my Lord 
S¢ and Saviour Fefus Chriff, my hope, and my falvation, 
« T wholly offer up my foul and body. I caft myitlf 
«« wholly upon His mercy and grace. Utterly abandon- 
S¢ ing all chat is in my(clf, I entirely caft myfelf upon 
“ his promifes for eternal life; and in this confidence I 
“¢ fear not to die, firmly trufting, that I fall enjoy that 
‘© moft bleffed Saviour, whom f have now fo Jong preached 
* to others, and whofe face I have fo long defired to fee, 
“ in that ftate, where is the fullnefs of joy for cver and 
«© ever.” 

Having fuid this, he moft devoutly gave thanks to God 
for all the mercies he had received, Gefred his bleffing. 
upon the church and people of the country where he hi 
lived, and finally commended his dear wife, now about 
to become a widow, with his orphan children, to the ten~ 
der mercies of his heavenly Father. 

Befides the tranflation abovementioned, Leo Fude wrote 
annotations upon Genefis and Exodus, in which he was 
affifted by pempiass likewife upon the four gofpcls, and 
upon the epiftles to the Romans, Corinthians, Phitippianty 
Coloffiant, Lheffalonians, and of ‘fames. He alfo compofed 
a larger and fmaller catechifm, and tranflated fome of 
Zuinglius’s works into Latin. 

Our Dr. Mere, in his Exercitationes de Scripturd' facray 
fays of Leo, that he was extremely learned in the Hebrew 
tongue, and remarks likewife that his bible was printed at 
Paris by Robert Stephens, with the notes of Vatablus aut 
others, under an name, 
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PETER BRULIUS 


BOUT the year 1538, 2 college or fchool was 
opened at Strafburg, a free imperial city upon the 
dine, chiefly by the endeavors and procurement of the 
lebrated Fames Sturmius, one of the principal citizens 
and a fenator. By the care and attention of this learned 
and worthy man, and by the learning and abilities of the. 
matters appointed through his recommendation, this femi- 
nary quickly arrived to the firft degree of eminence, and 
became famous all over Germany and the neighbouring 
countries. Proteftantifm and true knowledge at that time 
florifhed together. Invited by this and other favorable 
circumftances, great numbers of French and Flemings, 
driven from their native country upon the account of re- 
ligion, fettled at Strafburg, where the fenate of the city 
igned them a church for public worthip, and allowed 
them the privilege of incorporating themfelves into a dif 
tin body. One of thefe was the famous Fobn Sieidan, 
author of the hiftory of the Reformation, who died there 
on the 3rft of Offober, 1556. Of this church Calvin was 
paftor for fome years, and was fucceeded by Brulias, very 
touch to the comfort and fatisfaction of the people. 

. Throughout all the provinces, belonging to the empe- 
ror, in the Netherlands, there prevailed at this period 
among the people the moft earneft defire to be inftructed 
in the reformed religion; fo that in places where the truth 
was not, ordared notto be, preached; private invitations . 
were fent to the minifters, who refided in towns, where 
the pure gofpel was preached openly. Some feorle in 
Tournay, accordingly, invited Brulias from Strafburg. 
Ready to every good word and work, this excellent.man 
complied with their requeft; and arrived at Tournay in 
the month of September, 1544, and was moft joyfully 
received by thofe who had invited him. After Paying 
fometime, he made an excurfion to Lifein Flanders, open 
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the fame account, and returned to Toxrnay about the end 
of Ofober following, But, by fome means, his bufinefs 
and profeffion were divulged to the papiftical governors 
of the city, who ordered ftri& fearch to be made for hin, 
and the gates to be fhut for the purpofe. In this immi- 
nent danger, as there was no poffibility of concealing him 
longer, his friends, on the fecond of Nevember, in the 
night, let him down over the wall by a rope. When he 
had reached the ground, he fat down to take a little 
reft; but one of thofe, who affifted in his cfcape, Janine 
as far as he could over the wall, that he might foftly bi 
him farewell, forced out a loofe ftone with his foot, which 
fell upon Brulius’s leg and broke it. The pain occafioned 
by this wound and the fevere cold of the night, extorted 
fuch loud groans from the good man, as alarmed the 
watch, who foon feized their prey and committed him to 
prifon, The affiGing news was not long in reaching 
Germany, nor was the fenate of Strafurg fiow in inter~ 
ceding for his releafe by the moft prin letters. ‘The 
deputies of the proteftants, then aflembled at Worms, alfo 
fued in his behalf, though unhappily too late; for before 
the letters, which were fent in the name of the duke of 
Saxony and the landgrave of Heffi, were delivered, he was 
on the rgth of February, 1545, put to death, tothe great 
grief of all good men. 

The manner of his execution was fevere, his body 
being burnt by a flow-fire, for his greater torment. 
But nothing could triumph over his faith; for he ftood 
to the truth of GOD to his !aft breath, and exhorted, 
by his letters, many of his friends to do fo, who were 
imprifoned for the fake of the gofpel. When he was 
exdmincd in prifon, the monks, in prefence of the ma~ 
giftrates, afked him the queftion; ¢ What he thought 
© of the facrament of the altar, of the mafs, confecration, 
* adoration of the hoft, of purgatory, of the worfhipping 
* of faints, free-will, good works, juftification, images, 
© vows, confeffion, and the like.’ Fo thefe he made 
anfwer; ** That the body and blood of Chrift were re~ 
“© ceived, not by the mouth, but fpiritually by faith; 
“¢ and that the fubftance of the bread and wine was not 
‘© changed: That, when according to Cbrif’s inftitu- 
** tion, the Lord’s Supper is given to the church in the 
* vulgar tongue, fo that al] may underftand the ufe and 
‘© benefit of it, that then the elements are duly confe- 
** crated, and that by the words of Chriff; whereas the 
«© whifpers and mutterings, ufed by the mafs-prieits over 
the bread and wine, better became conjurers and jug~ 
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of all thefe things to his wife and to his other friends, 
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ers, than Chriftian minifters: That the popifh mafs 
Bad nothing to do with the Lord’s Supper, but was a 
worfhip invented by man, to the difparagement of the 
inftitution of Chriff: That the adoration of the wafer 
was idolatry, becaufe a creature was there worfhipped 
inftead of the Creator: That he neither knew, nor 
cared for, any other purgatory, than the blood of Chrift; 
which alone remits the guilt and punifhment of 
our fins; That, therefore, maffes and prayers for the 
dead, were not only ufelefs, but impious, as having no 
warrant from the word of GOD: That faints cannot 
be more truly refpected, than by imitating their faith 
and virtues, and that, if more, be done, it is impious, 
and what they themfclves, were they in the world, 
would tremble at and abhor: That, therefore, they are 
not to be invoked as interccffors, which would be giv- 
ing them a glory which belongsto Chriffalone: That, 
by the fall of dam, the nature of man is wholly cor- 
rupted, and the freedom of his will forfeited; fo that 
he can do no good, without the grace of GOD, but 
that a regenerated man, moved by GOD, like a good 
tree brinys forth good fruits: That nothing deferves 
the name of faith, but what bringeth us falvation, 
namely, when we believe the divine promifes, and cer= 
tainly conclude, that through Chriff Fefus our fins are 
forgiven us: That traditions, by which the minds of 
men are enflaved, arc not tobe received: That it was 
very dangerous to have ftatues and images in churches, 
for fear of idolatry: That baptifm is the outward fign 
of GOD’s covenant, whereby he teftifies that he wilt 
pardon our fins, and Jikewife a fign of perpetual mor- 
tification and a new life, which ought to accompan 
bdaptifin: That this facrament is to be received by all, 
and children not to be barred from it, fecing they alfo 
are partakers of the divine promifes: That no vow is 
to be made, which cither the word of GOD doth not 
aliow, or that cannot be performed by man: That 
every one ought to confefs his fins to GOD, and im. 
plore his merey and forgivenefs: That, ifthe confcience 
be difquieted, counfel is to be taken of a minifter of the 
church, for advice and comfort; but that auricular 
confeffion and a particular enumeration of fins to a 
prieft, has no warrant in {cripture, nar can be of any 
offible ufc,” 

jome days before he was brought to a tryal, he wrote 


who 
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who had carneftly requefted an account of his treatment 
from him. His fifter, who appears to have vifited him 
conftantly in his confinement, found means privately to 
convey this correfpondence to the parties. The laft letter 
this excellent man wrote muft have been a moft affli@ing 
one indeed. It was written to his wife the day before he 
fuffered. He gave her an account of the kind of death 
he was to endure on the enfuing day, and filled his letter 
with pious exhortations and confolations to her, conchud. 
ing that the ought not to be grieved for his fake but to 
rejoice, fince this whole difpenfation was an honor that 
his heavenly Father conferred upon him; that Jefus Chrift 
had fuffered infinitely more for him, and that, however, 
© The fervant’s condition ought not to be better than his 
«© Lord’s,””—W hat a proof is here, among a multitude of 
others, of the omnipotent efficacy of divine grace, which 
can make the nature of man, always fhrinking from pain, 
defy the power of torment, and which can give the human 
heart, when it is ftripped of all worldly comfort, fuch 
a flood of joy, as to bear it up over death, and all the 
other evils which wicked men or wicked fpirits can infli@ 
upon it! 

From this time for many ycars afterwards, the hiftory 
of pious men and women, profefling the proteftant doc- 
trine, who fuffcred in Germany, France, Flanders, and 
indecd all over Europe, would be too voluminous in itfelf, 
and beyond the bounds we have prefcribed ourfelves in this 
work, to be detailed, The minifters alone who preached 
or fuffercd for the truths of the gofpel cannot be {pecified 
by us, without exceeding the purpofe of our plan, We 
wih to give the Reader the moft remarkable of thefe for 
life, learning, and dodtrine; though it is hard to deter- 
mine fometimes, not whom to infert (for, blefled be Gon, 
their number is abundantly large) but whom, on account 
of their excellency, to omit without fecming to fight 
thofe excellent endowments, which God had vouchfafed 
them, If the martyrs them{fclves make up a noble army; 
what will the other eminent fervants of Cbrift compofe, 
who only had the honor of preaching his gofpel ?_ And if 
martyrs and fan would form fo immenfe an affembly 5 
we may well fay, in the words of the feripture, of the ref 
of Gon’s people, that they are @ great multitude, which 
no man can number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, Even fo, Amen: Hallelujabt 
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MARTIN LUTHER, 


Tue GREAT REFORMER. 


'N the order of time, we come now to treat of a moft 

wonderful man, whom Gop raifed up in thefe lait 
uges of the world, to break the chain of Aupetites and 
{piritual avery, with which the bithops of. and their 
dependents had, for many centuries, caft over the con+ 
fciences of all men. He was an inftrument truly prepared 
for this great work; and yet but a mean and obfcure 
monk, to thew us, that Hz, who ruleth all things, ef- 
feéted himfelf the important defign, in which the greateft 
Prince upon earth would have undoubtedly failed, 

‘The conduc of the dignified clergy throughout all Zu- 
rope, had long given fcandal to the world: The bithops 
were grofsly ignorant: They feldom refided in their dio- 
cefes, except to riot at high feftivals: And-all the effect 
their refidence could have, was to others, by their 
ill example, Nay, fome of them not fo much 2s 
write, but-employed fome perfon, or chaplain who had 
attained that accomplifhment, to fubfcribe their names 
for them. They followed the courts of princes, and 
‘afpired to the greatelt offices, The abbots and monks 
‘were wholly given up to luxury and idlenefs; and it ap- 
peared, by ie unmarried ftate both of the feculars and 
regulars, that the reftraining them from having wives of 
their own, made them conclude they had a right to all 
ether men’s, The inferior clergy were-no better; and, 
not having places of retreat to conceal their vices in, as 
the monks hed, they became more public. In fum; all 
ranks of churchmen were fo univerfally defpifed and hated; 
that the world was very apt to be with prejudice 
againft their dottrines, for the fake of the men whofe in~ 
tere it was to fupport them: And the worthip of God 

was 
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was fo defiled with grofs fuperitition, that, without great 
enquiries, all men were eafily convinced, that the church 
food in great need of a Reformation. This was much 
increafed when the books of the fathers began to he read, 
in which the difference between the former and later ages 
of the church very evidently appeared. They found, that 
ablind fuperitition came firft in the room of truc picty; 
and when, by its means, the wealth and intercft of the 
clergy were highly advanced, the popes had upon that cfta- 
blifhed their tyranny; under which, not only the meaner 
people, but even the crowned heads, had long groaned. 
All thefe things concurred to make way for the advance- 
ment of the Reformation. 

Wickliffe, Hufs, Ferom of Prague, and others, had laid 
the feeds of the Reformation, which Luther nourifhed with 
great warmth. The fcandalous extolling of indulgences 

we the firft occafion to all the contradiction that ful- 
lowed, between Luther and the church of Rome; in which, 
i€ the corruptions and cruelty of the clergy had not been 
fo vifible and fcandalous, fo fall a matter could not 
have produced fuch a revolution: But any crifis will put 

ik humours into a ferment. 7 

As proteftants, we are certainly much obliged to Era/- 
mus; yet we are far more obliged, ynder God, to thofe 
great inftruments of the Reformation, viz. Luther, Zu- 
inglius, Oacolampadiut, Bucer, Melanéthon, Cranmer, and 
others, The greateft-enemies of Luther cannot deny, but 
that he had eminent qualities; and hiftory affords nothing 
more furprizing than what he had done: For a fimple 
monk to beable to give popery fo rude a thock, that 
there.needed but fuch another entirely to overthrow the 
Romifh church, is what we cannot fufficiently. admire, end 
marks the hand of providence conduing. the whole. I¢ 
was (aid, with reafon, that Zrajmus, by his railleries, pre- 
pared the way: for Luther; and Siman Fontaine the popith 
hiftorian, complaincd,. that Zrafmus occafionally had done 
more mifchief than Luther; becaufe Luther only opened 
the door wider, after had. picked. the lock, and 
half opened it. Notwit i allthis, fays Bayle, there 
muft have been eminent gifts in Luther to produce tuch a 
Revolution as he has done. 

Martin Luther was born at Ifeben, a town in the count 
of Mansfeld, in the circle of Upper Saxons, on the tent 
of November, 1483, at nine o'clock at night, bring St. 
Martin’s eve, which made his parents name hi hartizte 
His father was called Fobn Luther, or Luder, becwsfe he 

was 
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was 2 refiner of metals; for Luder, in the German lan- 
guage, has that fignification : It is agreed that his bufinefs 
‘was about the mines; and that he was the chief magiftrate 
of the city of Mansfield. His mother’s name was Mar- 
garet Li: , who was remarkable for her piety. 

Among the falthoods which have been publifhed con- 
cerning Martin Luther, no regard has been had to pro+ 
bability, or to the rules of the art of flandering. The 
authors of them have affumed all the confidence of thofe 
who fully believe that the public will blindly adopt all 
their ftories, however abfurd. They have dared to pub- 
Tifh, that an Jneubus begat him; and have even falfified 
the day of his birth, to frame a fcheme of nativity to his 
difadvantage. Father Maimbourg has been fo equitable as 
to reject this ridiculous ftory: But Gawricus has made 
himfelf contemptible for his aftrology. 

When Martin Luther was fourteen years of age, he was 
fent to the public fchool of Magdeburg, where he conti-~ 
nued one year, and was then removed to that of Ey/enach, 
where he ftudjéi four years. The circumftances of his 
parents were at that time fo low, and fo infufficient 
to maintain him, that he was forced, as Melchior ddam 
relates, mendicato vivere pane, to live by begging his bread. 
‘When he had finithed his grammar ftudies, he was fent to 
the famous fchool at Ey/enach in Thuringia, for the fake 
of being rep | his mother’s relations, where he applied 
himfelf very diligently to his books for four years, an 
began to difcaver all that force and ftrength of parts, that 
acutenefs and penetration, that warm and rapid eloquence, 
which afterwards were attended with fuch amazing fuc- 
cefs, In the year 1501, he was entered at the univeriit 
of Erford or Lifer, in Thuringia, where he went throug! 
acourfe of philofophy, and was admitted mafter of arts, 
in 1503, being then twenty yearsold. He was foon after 
made profeffor of Phyfic, and ethics: But he chiefly 
applied himfelf to the ftudy of the civil law, and intended 
to advance himfelf to the bar, from which le was diverted 
by this uncommon accident. As he was walking in the 
fields with a friend, he was ftruck by a thunderbolt, which 
threw him to the ground, and killed his companion : 

+ Whereupon Lather refolved to withdraw from the world, 
‘and enter into the order of the hermits of St. Luguftine. 
He made his profeffion in the monaftry of Erfurt, where 
he took prieft’s orders, and celebrated his frit mais in 
the year 1507. ‘ 
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. Eis reported, that there was an old man in this mo- 

naftry, with whom Luther had feveral conferences upon 
many theological fubjects, particularly concerning the 
article of remiffion of fins. “This article was explained 
dy the old monk to Luther, * That it was the exprefs 
«commandment of God, that every man fhould believe 
* his fins to be forgiven him in Chrift.’ Luther found 
this interpretation was confirmed by the teftimony of St. 
Bernard, who fays, ¢ That man is freely juftified b 
* faith.’ He then perceived the meaning of St. Paul, 
-when he repeats, ¢ We are juftified by faith.” He con- 
fulted the expofitions of many writers upon that apoftle, 
and faw through the vanity of tbofe interpretations, which 
he had read before of the fchoolmen. He compared the 
fayings and exan:plcs of the prophets, and apoftles: He 
alfo fludied the works of St. dugufline: But {till cone 
fulted the fententiaries, as Gabriel and Camarenci:, He 
Tikewife read the books of Occam, whole fubtilty he pre- 
ferred before Thomas Aquinas and Scotus, 

In 1508, the univerfity of /ittuberg, in the duchy 
of Saxony, was eftablithed under the direétion of Stau- 
pitius, whole good opinion of Luthr occafioned him to 
fend for him From Erfurt to Wittenberg, where he taught 
philofophy ; and his lectures were attended by Méellarflad, 
and many other wife and learned men. He expounded 
the logic and philofophy of Ariflotic, in the fchools; and 
began to examine the old theology, in the churches. 

fellarflad wfuully faid, that Luther was of fuch a 
wonderful fpirit, and of fuch ingenious parts, as to give 
apparent fignification, that he would introduce a more 
compendious, eafy, and familiar manner of teaching ; as 
alfo alter and abolifh the order that was then ufed, 

In the year 1512, he was fent to Rome, to take up fome 
controveriies which happened among his order; and he 
conduéted himfelf fo well as to obtain the charaéter of 
a prudent man, This is reprefented to have happened 
before he came to Wittenberg; which is a miftake: For 
it was three years after he wes at that univerfity, ‘Ihe 
occafion was this : Seven convents of the Augu/lines quar- 
relied with their vicar-general, and Luther was choien 
by the monks to maintain their caufe at Rome. He 
was of an adtive fpirit; a bold declaimer, was enducd 
with a moft firm and fteady temper, and had a prodigious 
fhare of natural courage, which nothing could break or 
daunt. In fhort, he fucceeded in his bufincfs, for which 
he was made doctor aad pratedior of divinity, upon his 
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return to Wittenberg. At Rome he faw the pope and the 
court, and had an op ity alfo of obferving the many - 
ners of the clergy, whofe neh, fuperficial, and impious 
way of celebrating mafs, he has feverely noted. “ I 
«© performed mafs, fays he, at Rome; ¥ faw.it alfo per- 
“ Formed by others, but in fuch a manner, that I never 
«€ think of it without the utmoft horror.” He often 
Spoke afterwards of his journey to Rome, and ufed to fay, 
that ‘* He would not but have made it for a thoufand 
« florins.” A monkith poet himfelf, upon the view of 
the barefaced iniquity of the pope’s pretended holy city, 
could-not help finging : ‘ 

Virsere qui cupitis fandti, difeedite Roma: 

Omnia citm liceant, nom licet effe bonum.? 
* If you would live righteoufly, keep clear of Rome: 
* For though her priefts can licenfe every thing clfe, 
* they allow of nothing good.” 

‘The degree of dodtor was forced upon him, againft his 
will, by Staupitins, who faid to him, ¢ That God had 
« many things tp bring to pas in his church by him,’ 
‘Thefe words were carelefsly fpoken; yet they proved. 
true, like many other predictions before a great change. 
Luther was graduated doétor at the expence of Frederic 
eleétor of Saxony, who ‘ had heard him preach, well 
* underftood the quictnefs of his fpirit, diligently con- 
« fidered the vehemency of his words, and had in fingular 
* admiration thofe profound matters which in his fer- 
© mons he ripely and exactly explained.” 

After this, he began to expound the epiftle to the Ro- 
want, and the Pjalns; where he fhewed the difference 
‘between the law and the gofpel. He refuted the error that 
‘was then predominant in {chools and fermons; that men 
may merit remiffion of fins by their own proper works, 
As Fobn Baptift demonftrated the Lamb of God which 
took away the fins of the world: So Luther, thining in 
the church as a bright ftar after an obfcure fky, exprefsly 
fhewed, that fins are freely remitted for the love of the 
Son of God, and that we ought faithfully to embrace 
this bountiful gift. : 

His life was correfpondent to his prafeffion; and thefe 
happy beginnings of fuch important matters procured 
him great authority. However, he attempted no altera- 
tion in the ceremonies of religion, and interfered in no 
doubtful opinions: But contented himfelf with opening 
and declaring the dogtzine of repentance, of remiffion of 
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fins, of faith, and of true comfort in times of adverfity. 
His doétrine was generally approved by the learned, who 
tonceived high pleafure to behold Fe/us Chrift, the pro- 
phets, and apoftles, to emerge into the light out of dark- 
nefs, whereby they began to underftand the difference 
between the law and the gofpel, between {piritual righ- 
teoufnefs and civil things; which certainly could not 
have been found in Aguinas, Scotus, and other {choolmen. 
Erafmus revived learning while Luther was teaching di- 
vinity at Wittenberg. The former brought the monk’s 
barbarous and fophiftical dodtrine into contempt by his 
elegant work: Which induced Luther to ftudy the Greek 
and Hebrew languages, that, by drawing the doétrine 
from the very fountains, he might pafs his judgement 
with more authority. | 

‘We come now to turbulent and tempeftuous times be» 
tween the Reformed and the Romanifts. The monks 
Joudly complained of Erafmus, whofc bold and free ccn- 
fures of their pious grimaces and fuperftitious devotions, 
had opened the way for Luther. Erafmus, as they ufed 
to tay, * Laid the egg, and Luther hatched it.” The 
ridiculous Maimbourg tells us, that the catholic church 
enjoyed a fweet peace in the fixtecnth century, and held 
the popes in profound veneration, til! Luther raifed com 
motions: A ftory which was only fit to be told to boys 
and girls at Paris. It is hard to name two perfons, 
who were more generally and more defervedly abhorred, 
than Alexander VI. and: Fulins 11: And as to Leo X, all 
the world knows, that he iat very loofe co religion and 
morality. 

The year 1517, was the 356th from the Reformation 
of religion in France by the Maldenjes: The 146th from 
the irl confutation of popith errors in England by ‘fobn 
Wickliffe: The sx6th from the miniftry of John Hufi, 
who oppofed the errors cf popery in Bohemia: And the 
36th year from the condemnation of Fobn de Wefalid, 
who taught at Worms. 

The papal power was re-eftablifhed, and carried far- 
ther than ever: All the weltern world, except the Wal- 
denfes* in France, anda few Huffitcs in Bobemia, pari 

embrace 


eminence and property at Lyous in France, shout the year 1 Go. He 
‘was brought to ferivufnels by the fadden hoFune of his eg 
and, having foie learning; he read the scriptures, probably a the 
wulgate tranflation, which he sendered into Freact, and arti to 
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embraced the communion, and fubmitted to the authority, 
of Rene: When all ofa fudden, and from a moft incon- 
fiderable accident, as it might feem, a ftrange difcontent 
arofe, which ended in: the revolt of t part of Eurapes 
and the Pope, who might, juft before, have ‘been con- 
fidered in ail the meridian of bis glory, was in danger 
of lofing all. Tike divine providence delights to accom- 
plifh the greateft parpofes by the fmalleft means, that 
the hand of God ‘might appear rather than the hand of 
Many and the great Governor of the univerfe have all the 
lory. 
s Le X. fucceeded Fakas TE. in ine He was of the 
Fich and powerful family of the Medici of Florence, na~ 
turaily proud and lofty. But it is alfo faid, that he wae 
of a courteous difpofition, generous to men of learn- 
ing and integrity: And | if he had been tolerably 
well fkilled in divinity, or fhewn any regard to piety, 
although but feigned, have paffed for a very good pope. 
‘The magnificent church of St. Peter was begun by Ju- 
dius TI. and required very large fums to finith: But Leo 
was defirous of having it completed, notwithftanding he 
had contraGted many debts before his pontificate, and the 
treafure of the apoftolic chamber was exharfted. To bear 
the great expence of finifhing that fuperb edifice, Les 
found himfelf obliged: to have recourfe to fome extraor~ 


others. ‘This-alarmed the clergy, who threatened him with excom- 
munication if he perfifted ; but he, perfuaded of the truth and utility 
of what he had dene, regarded not men, but God. He was, there- 
fore, driven out of the city, with his friends and followers, who were- 
ftripped of their tty, for which reafon they were calied not only 
Waldenfs, but the poor of Lyons, baving nothing but the feanty fub~ 
Gience which they could pick up on the mountains of Savey, where: 
they remained for feveral ages. ‘They were joined by fome men of 
Jearoing, who Hated the clergy, and maintained, that the bithop of 
Roma, and the prietts, had corrapted the boly feriptores by their tenets: 
and glofies. ‘Tey paid no tithes, made no offerings, obferved’ no 
feftivals, und celebrated no fafte: They believed, that prayers for the 
dead were ufelefs and fuperfitious ;. they denied the authority of priefts,. 
and defpifed confeffion. They led pure and holy lives, and afferted, - 
shat they only were the trac church; and that the church of Rome was- 
a proftitnte, which taught an infinite number of errors. The Romi/o 
priefts cabled the Wa ity heretics; und their priefts, who were 
called Barbes, were perfecuted: But their pofterity now inhabit the 
vallies of Piedaent, called the Vaxdois. Peter Gilles, minifter of the 
reformed church of La Taur, in the vale of Lucerae, compofed by 
order of his fuperiore, an ecclefiattical hittory of the churches of the 
Vandzis, sie pablied it at Geneva in 16441 And Claudius Sepfelius, 
archbifhop of Turia, wrote 2 treatife againit the Faxdeis, with the 
‘hopes of converting thein to popery. 
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dinary means for raifing money; which he was advifedy 
by edinal Pucci, to do by felling indulgences ; as the 
court of Reme, upon feveral occa! ons had formerly ex- 

jenced to her advantage in raifing troops and money 
vein the Turks. Leo, therefore, in 1$17, publifhed. 
general indulgences throughout all Awrepe, in favor of 
thofe who would contribute any fim to the building of 
St. Peter's. 

Some fay, that thefe indulgences were publithed under’ 
the pretence of making war upon the Térés; and that 
the pope fent a Jubilee, with his pardons, through a 
Chriftian realms, whereby he colle&ed an immenfe 
treafure. 

Several perfons were fent into different countries, ito 
preach up thefe indulgences, and to receive money for 
‘them. The collectors perfunded the people, that thofe! 
who gave to the value of about ten fhillings fterling, 
fhould at their pleafure deliver one foul from the pains 
of purgatory : But, if the fu was lefs, they preachedy 
that it would profit them nothing. 

Tie pope employed the Dominicons in this dirt; 
work in Germany, at which the Auguffines were irritated, 
and pretended that the office of retailing indulgences 
belonged to them. As all the money, raifed this way 
in Saxony and thereabouts, was granted to Magdaleny 
fifter to the pope, fhe, to make the moft of it, appointed 
Archimbald, a bifhop, by habit and title, but as well 
verfed in the tricking part of trade 2s a Genoefe, to ma- 
nage for her. But we are told, that Albert of Branden- 
burg, archbifhop of Bfentz and Magdeburg, who wma. 
foon after made a cardinal, had a commiffion for Ger 
many: That, inftead of employing the Auguftine friars, 
who had labored above all the religious orders to make 
them pafs, he gave his commiffion to ‘John Tetazelius, 
Dominican, and to other friars of the fame order; becaufe 
he had lately colle&ted great fums for the knights of the 
Teutonic order, who were at war againft the Sty fcovitesy 
by preaching up the like indulgences, which the pope 
hhad granted to thefe ts. Letzelius, or Iccelius as 
she is called by fome, that ¢ He had fo ample a 
* commiffion from the pope, that, though a man fhould 
* have deflowered the virgin Mary, for a proper fum of 
by money he could pardon him;’ and affured the people, 
that ‘ He did not only give pardon for fins paft, but alfo 
* for fins to come.’ 

_ John Staupitius was the vicar-general of the Augu/lines 
tin Saxony; and he was greatly efteemed by the clector, 
3 
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who was otie of the moft opulent and potent princes id 
Gérmany. Stanpitius informed the elettor of the perni+ 
cious confequences of thefe indulgences. On this occa+ 
ion, Luther, who was of the Augufine order, and pro- 
feflor of divinity at Wittenberg, began to examine the 
doatrine of indulgences, which the ‘Dominicans fold in the 
tmoft open, and th the moft infamous manner; and hav- 
ing found it full of errors, he refuted it publicly in 1517; 
It is faidj he was naturally paffionate, and zealous for 
the intereft of his order, which made him dectaim againit 
the abufes of indulgences, and maintain doctrinal thefes 
about them contrary to the common notions of divines. 
Buc it feems not to have been any fpleen againft the 
Dominicans that fet Lither to work: It was only his 
diflike to fuch practices. Some fay, that Leo X. whofe 
fordid traffic, to which he reduced the diftribution of 
indulgences, gave birth to Luther’s Reformation, {poke 
honorably of this Reformer in the beginning. Silucfer 
Prierio, mafter of the facred palace, thewed Leo the doc- 
trine which Luther had vented in his book concerning 
indulgences: But pope Leo anfwered, that friar Martin 
had a fine genius, and that thefe furmifes were monkifh 
Jealoufies. 

Tetzelius, or Tecellius, impudently fold the pope’s in- 
dulgences about the country. Luther was greatly exaf~ 
perated at the blafphemous fermons of this fhamelefs 
Dominican; * And having his heart earheftly bent with 
* ardent defire to maintain true religion, publifhed cer- 
* tain propofitions concerning indulgences, which are to 
© be read in the firft tome of his works, and fet them 
© openly on the temple that joincth to the caftle of Witten- 
« berg, the morrow after the feaft of All-faints, in 1517." 
He challenged any one to oppofe them, either by writing 
or difputation. 

Fobn Hilten; a German francifcan, of Eyfenachs pre- 
tended to ground fome prediGions upon the book of 
Daniel in 1485. Melanthen, who had feen the original 
of that work, fays, the author foretold; thats in 1516, 
the power of the pope fhould begin to decay. Weare 
informed, that Hilten was put into prifon, for paving Tes 
proved fome monaftical abufes; and that being very fick, 
he fent for the guardian, and told him, ‘ I have {poke ro 
© great matter againft the monkery; but therc fhall come 
* one; in 1516,-who fhall overturn it.’ Du Plefit addsy 
that Luther began to preach that year; in which he waa 
miftaken, for the xra of Luthcranifm began not till 1 Bf ue 
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"Phe firft thefis publithed by Luther contained ninety- 
five propofitions, in which he plainly declared his opinion 
about indulgences: He maintained, ‘* that the pope 
© could releafe no punifhments, but what he infides 3 
$© and fo indulgences could be only a relaxation of ecclez 
** fiaftical penalties : That Chriftians are to be inftru@~ 
s° ed; that the purchafe of a pardon is not to be com- 
S* pared to works of mercy; and that it is better to give 
§* to the poor, than to buy pardons: That no confidence 
«€ fhould be placed in indulgences, which cannot remit 
#6 he leaft venial fin in refpect of the guilt: That thofe 
“6 who believe they fhall be faved by indulgences only, 
 fhall be damned with their mafters, and that it is 2 
© matter of indifference whether men buy or not buy any 
« indulgences He alfo condemned feveral propofitions 
which he attributed to his adverfaries; and reproved fe 
veral abufes, of which he declared them guilty. He pro-~ 
nounced an anathema upon thofe who fpoke againft the 
truth of apoftolic indulgences ; but hoped for all bleffing 
upon thofe, who fhould be vigilant in flopping the licence 
and zeal of the preachers up of papal indulgences. 

Luther vindicated his thelis in a letter to the archbifhop 
of Mentz, who promoted the fale of thefe indulgences, 
and told him, “ he could not keep filence, when he faw 
the fouls entrufted to the care of fuch an illuftrioua 
$© perfon fo ill initruéted, and for which he mutt one day 
«© give an account ;” affuring him at the fame time, that 
what he did in oppofing this monftrous traffic, was cn- 
tirely from a principle of confcience and duty, and with 
a faithful and fubmiffive temper of mind. 

Tetzelivs allembled the monks and fophiftical divines of 
his convent, whom he commanded to write fomething 
againtt Luther; while he cried out from the pulpit, that 

ther was a heretic, and worthy to be profecuted with 
fire. Ina public difpute at Francfert upon the Oder, he 
laid down a thefis, in which he oppofed that of Luther; 
and he alfo publifhed a piece in German againft a fermon 
which ‘Luther had preached on indulgences. This 
preaching friar, wha was an inquifitor in Germany, 
maintained, * that the minifters of the church may im- 
© pofe a punithment to be fuffered after death; and that 
£ it is better to fend a penitent, with a fmal! penance 
* into purgatory, than to iend him into hell by refuling 
“ abfulution: That heretics, fchifmatics, and wicked 
© men are excommunicated after death; and the dead 
© are fubje& to the laws of the church; That the popes 
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* by eranting plenary indi , intends to remit all 
f patidhmencs in general that indulgences remit 
¥ punithment more readily than works of charity." 

‘Tetuelius alfo compofed fifty other ropofitions about 
fhe autharity of the pope, which h was fupreme, 
and above univerfal church, and a council: That 
there are many catholic fruths, which are not in the holy 
sepenres ste he truths defined by the pope are ca- 

ics and that his judgement in matters of faith is 
infallible, : 

‘Thefe famous pofitions of Esther and Tetzelius were 
like the challenge and defence of the difpute fet on foot 
by both parties. Luther wrote with great moderation in 

beginning of this important difpute: But Tetzelius 
treated him as an herefiarch. The former trufted to the 

Gdnefs of his caufe, which he defended by his parts and 
Knowledge: The latter was fo ignorant, that he could 
pot write his own anfwer, which was drawn up for him 
y Conradus Wimpina, the divinity-profeflor at Francfort, 

uther was protested by the elector of Saxeny: But Tet. 
gelius had more authority by his offices of commiffioner 
and inquifitor; though he was a man of fuch very profli- 
gate morals, that he had been condemned to’ die for 

ultery at Znfpruck, and was pardoped at the interceffior 
of the elector of Saxony. 

The emperor Maximilian, being at Infpruck, was fo 
offended at the wickednefs and impudence of Tetzeliut, 
who had been convicted of adultery, that he intended tq 
have him feized upon, put in a bag, and flung into the 
river; and would have done it, if ee had not been hin- 
dered by the folicitations of Frederic eleGor of Saxony, 
‘Tetzel, or Texelius, was 2 perfon too mean and worthleft, 
to be compared on any.account with Luther: And Secken- 
dorf tells a pleafant tale of a gentleman of Leipfc, wha 
bought an indulgence of Tezelius, only by way of abfo- 

_Jution for robbing and cudgelling him afterwards. 

Tetzelius caufed the propofitions of Lusher to be burnt 5 
which inforced Luther to treat more amply of the caufe, 
and to maintain his matter. Thus arofe this controverfy, 
$ wherein Lacher, (fays Fox) neither fufpecting, nor 
© dreaming of any change that might happen in the cere- 
# monies, did not utterly rejeét the indulgences, but 
* required a moderation in them: And, therefore, th 
 falfely accufe him, which blaze that he began wit! 
© plaufible matter, whereby he might get praife, to the 
fend, that he might change the Rate of the amen 
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« weal, and purchafe authority cither for himfelf or 
© others.’ 

As it was not expected, and perhaps Luther did not 
think at firit of falling off from the pape; many divines, 
fome cardinals, and George duke of Saxony, peated with 
the juftice of his caufe, and his manner of defending it, 
fided with him; and the emperor Moximilian faid, that 
he ought to be protected. Nor had Lurber any enemics, 
while be confined himflf to writing againft the abufe of 
indulgences, except the monks and their agents, whofe 
intercft was st ttake, Thefe, indeed, raifed a great cta- 
mour azaint him: But their malice, without arguiient, 
increafed, inflead of leffening, his party. 

Fobn Eckins, profefler, and vice-chancellor, of the 
univerfity of frgaldjude, alfa oppofed Luther; in which 
he was joined by Si/uefler Prierias, proteflor in the uni- 
verfity of Pr regencral of the Dominicans, and 
matter of thy ficred palace under pope Leo X. Luther 
vppofed the indulgences by reafous: But Eekivs and 
Pricvias, not fins themfelves fufficicntly ftrong to 
anfwer him, had reveurfe to common places, and laid 
down for a foundation, the authority uf the pope, and 
confent of the fchoolmen, concluding, that indulgences 
ought to be received as an article of faith, fines they 
proceeded irom the pope, who had approved the dodtrine 
of the fechoolmen, and was infallible in matters of faith. 
Eckius wrote his obclitks azaintt Luther's thefis, without 
intending to publith it; and Luther publithed it together 
with his own refutation. As for Privrivs, nothing can 
make us better underitand the fucecfs of his writings, 
than to know, that he was commanded by the pope to 
write no more on matters of controverfy. Luther an- 
fwered Ecdius in another thefis, about repentance; and 
afferted, * that the juft man lives, not by the work of the 
“<« Jaw, but by faith.” He alfo anfwered, Prierias, who 
had treated him with threats, and imperious reflections. 
He had a fourth adverfary in Jacobus Hogoftratus, a friar- 
preacher, who wrote agzinft fome of his propofitions, and 
advifed the pope to condemn Luther, and burn him, if 
he would not retraét. Luther made a kind of manifefto 
againft this author, in which he reproached him with 
cruelty and ignorance. 

The Chriftian world, at that time, was overwhelmed 
with ceremonies. Divinity was mcre chicam ry, or fo- 
phiftry: New and abfurd notions were every day advanced 
in the fchools: And the clesey of all orders, ty jording 
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it over men’s confciences, rendered themfelves hated and 
defpifed. The turbulent humour, infidelity, and am- 
bition of the two laft popes were not forgotten: Bifhops, 
in general, were without integrity, or capacity; and the 
interior clergy, befides being grofsly ignorant, and no- 
torioufly immoral, were become intolerable, on account 
of their infatiable avarice. The clergy, for a long time, 
had been vicious and illiterate: But thefe things were 
taken notice of, now learning began to revive in Europe. 
Priefts and monks, whofe actions would not bear the 
light, were highly incenfed againft the reftorers of litera~ 
ture; and ferupled not to accufe them of herefy, when 
they found they had no fhare with them in argument. 
On this account, they commenced a difpute with John 
Reuchlin, commonly called Capnio, the great Hebrean ; 
becaufe he oppofed the d tion of the Talmuds, the 
‘Targums, and the writings of the Rablins, which fome 
wifhed to annihilate becaufe oppofite to Chriftianity, 
Reuchlin fhewed, that thefe weapons might be turned 
againft the Fews, and that it would look but ill, if, in- 

of an{wering, we fhould burn the arguments of our 
adverfaries. Thefe ignoramufes maintained their caufe 
fo very poorly, that it was no wonder it ended in their 
confulion, and gave the learned Ulric Van Hutten a fine 
handle to expofe them, in a bouk called, Epiflole obfcue 
rorum Virorum. Erafmus alfo efpoufed the caufe of Lu- 
ther ; though he afterwards, in a treatife de libero arbitrio, 
farted fome objections to his opinions. It was obvious, 
that this was done rather at the folicitation of others, than 
of his own inclination: But’ the main point was not 
affected by them, and they were fufficiently refuted by 
Luther, 

As Luther oppofed the fcandalous fale of pardons and 
indulgences; fo in the countries where the Reformation 
had got an entrance, or in the neighborhood of them, 
this was no more heard of; and it has been taken for 
granted, that fuch an infamous traffic was no longer 
praétifed, 

Seckendorf, in his hiftory of Lutheranifm, hath con- 
futed the falfhoods and calumnies of Varillas, Maim~ 
bourg, Palavicini, Beffuet, and others of the fame ftamp. 
But we will now fele& a few things, from various au- 
thors, which charaéterife Luther, 

It is faid, he was rough in controverfy; and that his 
reply to Henry VITI. was difrefpeGful: But he had a 
very unfavorable opinion of fovercign princes; which 

n 


LUTHER. tna 


is evident from the fmart remark that he made on 
Charles V. {matching up {piritual Jivings, as a dog did 
meat from the fhambles. He ufed to fay, that the pope 
and his partizans were fuch incorrigible reprobates, that 
they ought to be treated in the fevereft manner ; and that 
Erafmus {poiled ali, by thewing them too much courtefy 
and refpet. As he thus lafhed the papifts, fo he did not 
reatly {pare his own brethren of the Reformation, if 
they departed from his fentiments. [He accounted ma- 
trimony to be not only lawful, but a duty incumbent 
upon all who were capable of entering into that ftate, 

Beilarmin, and the abbé Richard, have accufed Luther 
of Arianifm. Their accufation hath no better founda- 
tion than this, that Luther declared his diflike of the 
word confubfiential; and faid, that the Arians, though 
otherwife in the wrong, were in the right to rejeét un- 
{criptural terms, introduced by men, who thought they 
could {peak better upon the fubjeé&t, than the Spirit of 
God: But it appears, from Luther’s works, that he was 
not at all in the fentiments of the Arians. 

Luther was an enemy to the allegorical and myftical 
way of expounding the fcriptures, as being precarious, 
and dangerous, tending to fanaticifm, and expofing reli- 
gion to the {coffs of infidels, He alfo blamed thofe, who 
pretended to interpret the Apocalypfe to the people, He 
abhorred the {choolmen, and called them fophiftical lo- 
cufts, caterpillars, frogs, and lice. He declared himfelf 
againt perfecution, compulfion, and violence, in matters 
of religion, 

Luther faid, «< When my firft pofitions concerning in- 
S€ dulgences were brought before the pope, he faid, @ 
¢ drunken German wrote them; when he hath flept out 
“his fleep, and is fober again, he will be of another 
“ mind.” But Luther often apologized for his rough- 


nefs, ‘¢I am accufed, fays he, of rudenefs and im- 
“ 


modefty, particularly by adverfaries, who have not a 
rain of candour or good manners. If, as they fay, 
am faucy and impudent, I am however fimple, opzn, 

“ and fincere ; without any of their guile, difimulation, 

“* or treachery.” 

The pope, and the emperor, were equally concerned, 
that Luther was allowed to propagate his opinions in 
Saxony, where the great number of his followers, and the 
refolution with which he defended his opinions, made it 
evident, that it would become troublefome both to the 
church and empire, if a ftop was not put to his proceed- 
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ings. Luther defended his propofitions by reafon and 
feripture againft Tetzelixs, who had recourfe,to the autho- 
rity of the pope and church. This made it neceflary 
for Luther to examine upon what foundation one was 
founded, and in what ftate the other remained. In the 
courfe of this enquiry, monftrous errors and abufes were 
difcovered ; the cheats and fcandalous lives of monks and 
priefts were brought to light; and Luther, for fecuring 
to himfelf the affiftance of temporal princes, took care to 
explain the nature and extenfivenefs of civil power. 
‘emporal government is founded on the higheft reafon, 
as well as on divine inftitution; for, without it, men 
would be conftantly expofed to rapine and confufion: 
But it has never yet been proved, that 2 fpiritual mo- 
narchy is either neceilary or ferviccable to Chriftianity. 
Ic is an artificial fabric, which muft be fupported ty 
arts; and the views of popes will be always different 
from thofe of temporal princes. If the pope's partizans 
fay, his authority is founded upon the pofitive command 
of God: That fhoutd be proved clearly from fcripture. 
If ey fay, it is derived from St. Peter, it ought to be 
roved, not only that fuch an authority was invefted in 
im, but that he was bithop of Rome, exercifed it there, 
conveyed it down to his fucceffors, and that fucceffion 
has not been interrupted. Inftead of proving thefe 
things, the popith doétors declined meddling with them, 
and filled the heads of their poople with things foreign 
to the main point. They talked of a long fucceffion of 
popes; of the great antiquity and univerfality of the 
church ; and laid great ftrefs upon the promife, that * the 
* gates of hel] hall never prevail againft it.” Fathers, 
councils, and miracles, were alfo appealed to: And if 
any one was ftill diffatisfied, he was branded with the 
name of heretic, without fo much as hearing his reafons; 
and he had good luck, if he efcaped burning. 

The papal conftitution was admirably contrived upon 
the foundation of a fingular kind of monarchy. Princes 
have formerly ftrengthened their authority, by giving out 
that they were defccnded from the gods, or that their Be 
vernment was founded by their exprefs command ; and ii 
fuccefs attended them, which was looked upon as a mark 
of divine favor, they were after death reckoned among the 
deities. But the pope calls him(elf the lieutenant of fefus 
Chrift; arrogates to himfelf, whileliving, all powerin heaven 
and earth; and would have it believed, that fuch as refufe 
to acknowledge his authority cannot be faved. If thefe 
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points are well fettled, the whole bufinefs is done: For 
what is more proper to draw the yenerationof men, than 
the notion that the Majefty of God refides in him? Or, 
what ftronger motive can there be, to the moft abfolute 
fubmiffion, than the fear of damnation ? 

‘The pope docs not, like other fovereigns, bind him(lf 
to any terms, cn his entering upon the government: And, 
indeed, it would be abiurd for him, who is faid to be 
guided by the Holy Ghoft, to be laid under any reftric- 
tions. The fubjeéts of this monarchy may be divided 
into clergy and laity. The firft, which comprchends all 
ecciefiaftics, may be confidered as his ftanding army. 
‘The fecond, which takes in all elfe of the Roman com 
munion, are no better than flaves, on whom large cone 
tributions are raifed for the (apport of the others. ‘The 
clergy are not alowed to marry, under a pretence, that 
worldly cares would prevent a faithful difcharge of their 
duty: But the true revfon is, that they may be free from 
the ties of paternal or conjuzal affection; and be ready 
on all occafions to promote the intereft of the church. 

Pope Paul LV. boatted of having 288,900 parithes, and 
44,000 monafteries, under his jurifdiction. What a 
prodigious number of ccelefiattics were then under the 
papal power? As a blind fubmifion of the sity to the 
clergy was abfolutely neceMary for fupporting this {pi 
ritual tyranny, they were forbid to read the feriptur 
For if thefe had been well underftood, it would have 
been obvious, that no one was authorized to lord it over 
the confcicnce of another; and, by keeping t 
the clersy, they had an opportunity of rain 
with every doctrine they taught, tbat miyht prov 
intereft or power of the pope and themfelves. In order 
to make way for tradition, the holy {cripture wes repree 
fented as imperfect ; and whatever could ferve the caule 
of Rome was impofzd upon the poor deluded people under 
that name, 

As the fir decay and ruin of the church began through 
ignorance, and want of knowledge in teachers: So, to 
reftore the church again by doétrine and learning, it 
pleafed God to open to man the art of printing, fhortly 
after the burning of Fohn Hafs and Ferm. ‘The art 
of psinting being found, the grace of God immediately 
followed, which ftirred up men of better parts to receive 
the light of knowledze and of judzement; whereby dark~ 
nefs b:gan to be efpied, and ignorance to be det i 
truth to be difcerned from error, and religion frum uh p 
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ftition. The firft pufh and affault againit the Romih 
church, about this period at leaft, was given by Picur 
Mirandula, Vaila, Petrarch, Wefalia, Revelinus, Grocin, 
Colet, Rhenanus, and Erafmus, whole learned writings 
opened a window of light to the world, and made a way 
more ready for others to come after, Immediately, ac- 
cording to God’s gracious appointment, followed Martin 
Luther, with others aftcr him; by whofe miniftry it 
pleafed the Lord to work a more full Reformation of his 
church. The Lord ordained and appointed Luther to be 
the principal organ and minifter under him, to reform 
seligion, and fubvert the popith fee. 

tzelius ftirred up the archbifhop of Magdeburg and 
others againft Luther, who boldly anfwered all their 
writings. The emperor Maximilian, on the fifth of 
Anguft, 1518, wrote to pope Leo X. and required him to 
ftop thefe dangerous difputes by his authority; affuring 
him, that he would execute in the empire, whatever his 
holinefs fhould appoint. ‘The pope ordered Hieronymus de 
Genutiis,bithop of Afoli, and auditor of the apoftolic cham- 
ber, to cite Luther to appear at Rome within fixty days, 
that he might give an account of his dodtrine to the 
auditor, and Prierias mafter of the palace, to whom he 
had committed the judgement of the caufe. The pope, 
on the twenty-third of ugu/f, wrote a letter to the elec- 
tor of Saxony, defiring him to give Luther no protection, 
but to put him into the hands of cardinal Cajetan, his 
legate in Germany; affuring him, that if Luther was in~ 
nocent, he would fend him back abfolved ; and if guilty, 
he would pardon him upon his repentance. At the fame 
time, the pope likewife fent a brief to cardinal Cajetan, 
in which he ordered him to bring Luther before him as 
foon as poflible; and to hinder the princes from being 
any impediment to the execution of this order, he de- 
nounced the ordinary punifhments of excommunication, 
interdi@ion, and privation of goods againft thofe that 
fhould receive Lusher and give him protection; and pro~ 
mifed a plenary indulgence to thofe, who fhould affift 
in delivering him up. 

The eleétor of Saxony was unwilling that Luther fhould 
appear perfonally at Rome; and the univerfity of Witten~ 
berg interceded with the pope, who confented that the 
matter fhould be tried before cardinal Cajeten in Ger- 
many, This prelate was a Dominican; yet Luther met 
him at Augfourg in OGsber. Cajetan afferted the authority 
of the pope, and faid he was above 2 council. sae 
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denied it, and alledged the authority of the univerfity of 
Paris, Luther delivered Cajetan a formal proteftation, in 
the prefence of four imperial councellors and a notary, 
wherein he declared, *‘ that he had only fought after 
“ truth, and would not retra&, without being convinced 
‘© he was wrong: That he was fatisfied, he had ad- 
«< vanced nothing contrary to the holy fcripture, the 
«* do€trine of the fathers, decretals of the popes, and 
“ right reafon: That he had advanced nothing but 
*¢ what wag found, true, and catholic: And that he 
*© would fubmit himfelf to the lawful determination of 
« the church.” 

The legate threatened Luther with the cenfures of the 
church, if he would not retract, and bring his recanta- 
tion. Luther knew that Cujetan had orders to feize him, 
if he would not fubmit: And, therefore, on the fixteenth 
of Oétober, he made an ad of appeal, before a notary, 
wherein he vindicated himfclf, and declared, that he was 
oppreficd and injured, and obliged to appeal from the 
pope; for which purpofe, he demanded letters of miffion; 
and protefted he would purfuc his appeal. Luther told 
the legate, that as he had not deferved his ccenfures, jo 
he difregarded them; and then returned to Wittenbrrz, 
where he was fafe under the protection of the clcctor of 
Saxony. Luther was powerfully fupported by the uni- 
verfity of /Vittenberg, whcre he continucd to teach the 
fame do@rines, and fent a challenge to all the inquifiters 
to difpute with him there, under the fanétion of a fafe 
conduét from his prince, and the moft refpectable hofpi- 
tality from the univerfity. 

he cardinal, mortified at Luther's efcape, wrote to 

the elector on the twenty-fifth of Ofsher, 1518, defiring 
him to give him up, to fend him to Rome, or to banifh 
him from his dominions. To this letter the elector an- 
fwered, on the cighteenth of December following, and 
told the cardinal, that * he hoped he would have dealt 
with Luther in another manner, and not have infifted 
upon his recanting, before his caufe was heard and 
judged; that there were feveral able men in his owa 
and in other univerfities, who did not think Luther's 
doctrine either impious or heretical; that, if he had 
believed it fuch, there would have been no need of 
admonithing him not to tolerate it; that Luther not 
being convicted of herefy, he could not banifh him 
from his ftates, nor fend him to Rome; and that, fince 

§ Luther offcred to fubmit himéelf to the judgement SA 
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« feveral univerfities, he thought they ought to hear him, 
© or, at leaft, fhew him the errors which he taught in his 
* writings.’ 

While thefe things pafled in Germany, pope Leo at- 
tempted to put an end to thcfe difputes about indul- 
gences, by a decifion of his own; and for that purpole, 
upon the ninth of Nevember, publithed a bricf, directed 
to cardinal Cajetan, in which he declared, that ¢ the 
* pope, the fucceflor of St. Peter, and vicar of Fefus 
* Chriff upon earth, hath power to pardon, by virtue of 
* the keys, the guilt and punifhment of fin, the guilt by 
the facrament of penance, and the temporal punifh- 
ments due for aétual fins by indulgences; that thefe 
indulgences are taken from the overplus of the merits 
of Fefus Chrift and his faints, a treafure at the pope’s 
own difpofal, as well by way of abfolution as fuftrage ; 
and that the dead and the living, whe properly and 
truly obtain thefe indulgences, are immediately freed 
from the punifhment due to their a€tual fins, accerding 
to the divine juftice, which ailows thefe indulgences to 
be granted and obtained.’ This brief ordains, ‘that 
all the world fhall hold and preach this doétrine, under 
the pain of excommunication referved to the pope, and 
enjoins cardinal Cajetan to fend it to all the archbifbops 
and bifhops of Germany, and caufe it to be put in ex- 
ecution by them.’ Luther knew very well, that after 
this judgement by the pope, he could not poffibly efcape 
being proceeded againft, and condemned at Rome; and, 
therefore, upon the twenty-eighth of the fame month, 
publifhed a new appeal from the pope to a general 
council, in which he afferts the fuperior authority of the 
latter over the former. The pope forefecing, that he 
fhould not eafily manage Luther, fo long as the elector of 
Saxony continued to fupport and protect him, fent the 
‘eleétor a golden rofe, fuch an one, as he ufed to blefs 
every year, and fend to feveral princes, as marks of his 
particular favor to them. Afiititiys, his chamberlain, 
‘whom we have before obferved to have been a German, 
was intrufted with this commiffion; by whom the pope 
fent alfo letters, dated ibe beginning of January, 15195 
to the clector’s counfellor and fecretary, in which he 
prayed thofe minifters to ufe all poffible intereft with 
their mafter, that he would ftop the progrefs of Luther’s 
errors, and imitate therein the piety and religion of his 
anceftors. It appears by Sectendorf’s account of Afilti- 
tius's negotiation, that Frederick had long folicited te 
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this bauble from the pope; and that three or four years 
before, when his electoral highnefs was a bigot to the 
court of Reme, it had probably been a molt weloume 
prefent. But, po/f xf? cccafia calva: Tt was now tov bate: 
Luther's contefts with th: fee of Rowe had opencd the 
clector’s eyes, and enlarged his mind; and, therefore, 
when Miltitius delivered his letters, and difeharged his 
commiffion, he was received but coldly by the eleclor, 
who valucd not the confeyrated rote, nor would receive it 
publicly and in form, but only privately and by his 

















‘ery Miltitius had orders to require the elector 
im to retract, or to deny him his protedion: 
But, things were not now to be carried with fo high a 
and, Luiher’s credit being too fimly eftablithed. —Be- 
fides, the emperor Méximilia: departed this life upon 
of this month, whofe death great ted 
the fore of affairs, and made the eleétor more ab 
determine Luther's fate. Miltitins thought it belt there- 
fore to try, whut could be dong by fair and gentle means, 
and to that cnd came to a conference with Luther. He 
poured forth many commendations upon him, and car- 
nefly entreated him, that he would hiwfdf appeafe that 
which could not but by sleftructive to the church, 
ed, at the fume time, the behavior ant condué 
OF Titseling, and reproved him with fo much fharpuefs, 
that he died of melancholy a fhort time after. luther, 
ed at all this civil treatment, which he had never 
commended Adtitixs highly, and 
owned, the had behaved to him fu at firtt, al! the 
troubles, ocexfaned by thefe difputes, had been avoided 5 
and did not forget to cuft the blame upon Albert arch 
bifsop of # who had increaled thefe troubles by his 
‘onccffions; 4s, that 
fe opinions about in- 
3 that Tetzelins had given the occafion; that the 
ifhop had fet on Vetzelius to yet money ; that Tetzelins 

d the bounds of his commiffion, &e. This 
and feeming candor, on the part af Miltitixs, 
gained fo wonderfully upon Lather, that he wrote a moft 
fubmidive letter to the pope, dated the thirteenth of 
March, in 1519. Miltitius, however taking for granted, 
that they would not be contcnicd at Reme with this letter 
of Luther's, written, as it was, in gcneral terms oaly, 
propofed to refer the matter to fome other judgement; 
and it was agrced between them, that the elector of Tri:rs 
Aa fhould 
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fhould be the judge, and Ceblestz the place of confe- 
rence: But this came to nothing; for Luther afterwards 
gave fome reafons for not going to Ceblentz, and the pope 
would not refer the matter to the elector of Triers. 
During all thefe treaties, the doctrine of Luther {pread, 
and prevailed greatly; and he himfelf received great en- 
couragement at home and abroad. The Bobemians about 
this time fent him a book of the celebrated Fobx Hufi, 
who had fallen a martyr in the work of Reformation; 
and alfo letters, in which they exhorted him to conftancy 
and perfeverance, owning, that the divinity, which he 
taught, was the pure, the found, and orthodox divinity. 
Many great and learned men had joined themfelves to 
him; among the reft Philip Melonéthon, whom Frederic. 
had invited to the univerfity of Wittenberg in Auguft 1518, 
and Andrew Caroloftadius archdeacon of that town, who 
was a preat linguift. They defired, if poffible, to draw 
over Erofnus to their party; and to that end we find 
Melanéthon thus exprefing himfelf in a letter to that great 
man, dated Leipfc, Fanuary the fifth, in 1519: * Martin 
© Luther, who has a very great efteem for you, withes of 
« all things, that you would thoroughly approve of him.” 
Luther alfe himfelf wrote to Erafmus, in very refpectful, 
and even flattering terms: ‘* /tegue, mi Erafme, vir 
“© amabilis, fi ita ubi vifum fuerit, agnofce & hunc frater- 
 culum in Curisro; tui‘ certe fiudiofifimum &° aman- 
“© stifimum, caterum pro infeitid fud wibil meritum, quam ut. 
“ in angulo fepultus effet.” The elector of Saxony was 
defirous alfo to know Erafmus’s opinion of Luther, and 
might probably think, that as Erafmus had mot of the 
monks for his enemies, and fome of thofe, who were 
warmet againft Luther, he might eafily be prevailed on 
to come over to their party. And indeed they would have 
done fomething, if they could have gained this point; 
for the reputation of Erafmus was fo great, that if he had 
once declared for Luther, almoft all Germany would have. 
declared along with him. 
But Erafmus, whatever he might think of Luther's 
opinions, had neither his impetuofity, nor his courage. 
le contented him({elf therefore with aéting and {peaking 
in his ufual ftrain of moderation, and wrote 2 letter to 
the elector Frederic, in which he declared ¢ His difike of 
§ the arts, which were employed to make Luther odious; 
* that he did not know Lather, and fo could ncither ap- 
* prove nor condemn his writings, becaufe indeed he had 
4 not read them; that however he condemned the railing 
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‘© at him with fo much violence, becaufe he had fub- 
mitted himfelf to the judgement of thofe, whofe office 
jt was to determine, and no man had endeavoured to 
convince him of his error; that his antagonifts feemed 
rather to feek his death, than his falvation; that they 
miftook the matter in fuppofing, that all error is he- 
refy; that there are errors in all the writings of both 
antients and moderns; that divincs are of different opi- 
nions; that it is more prudent to ufe moderate, than 
violent means; that the eleétor ought to proteét inno- 
cency, and that this was the intent of Leo X.” 
Erajmus wrote alfo a friendly letter in anfwer to Lu- 
ther’s, and tells him, that * His books had raifed fuch 
an uproar at Lowvain, as it was not poffible for him to 
defcribe; that he could not have believed divines could 
have been fuch madmen, if he had not been prefent, 
and feen them with his eyes; that, by defending him, 
he had rendered himfelf fufpeéted; that many abufed 
him as the leader of this faction, fo they call it; that 
there were many in England, and fome at Louvain, no 
inconfiderable perfons, who highly approved his opi~ 
nions; that for his own part be endeavoured to carry 
himfelf us evenly as he could with all parties, that he 
might more effectually ferve the interedts of tearning 
and religion; that, however, he thought more might 
be done by civil and modeft means, ran by intem 
rate heat and paffion ; that it would be better to inveigh 
againft thofe, who abufe the pope’s authority, than 
againft the popes themfelves; that new opinions fhould 
rather be promoted in the way of propofing doubts and 
difficulties, than by affirming and deciding perempto~ 
rily ; that nothing fhould be delivered with faction and 
arrogance; but that the mind, in thele cafes, fhould be 
‘ kept entirely free from anger, hatred, and vain-glory. 
« I fay not this,’ fays Erafins with that great addrefs 
of which he was mafter, * as if you wanted any admo- 
* nitions of this kind, but only that you may not want 
* them hereafter, any more than you do at prefent. Hae 
‘ nan admsneo ut facies, fed ut quod facis perpetud facias,’ 
When this letter was wrote, Erafinus and Luti 
never feen each others It is dated Lowvain, AMfay the thir~ 
ticth, ia 15r9, and it is hardly poffible co read it without 
fufpecting, that raft was intirely of Luther's fenti- 
ments, if he had had but the courage to have declared it. 
Only obferve, how he concludes it: ¢ 1 have dipped 
* into your cemmentaries upon the Pfalms; they pleafe me 
Aaa * prodigioufly, 
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© prodigioufly, and I hope will be read with great advin- 
Stage. These is a prior of the monaftry of Antwerp 
who fays he was your pupil, and Joves you _moft affcc- 
tionately. He isa truly Chriftian man, and almoft the 
only one of his fociety who preaches Chrif, the reft 
being attentive either to the fabulous traditions of men, 
or to their own profit. 1 have written to Mclanéhon. 
The Lord Fefes pour upon you kis Spirit, that you may 
abound more and more, every day, to his glory and the 
fervice of the church, Farewell.’ 

Frederic eleCtor of Saxony was the patron and protector 
of Luther: But George, a prince of the fame houfe, op- 
pofed Luther fo the t of his powcr, The formet 
defired Erafinus to give him his opinion concernin: 
Luther; and Erafmus gave it jocofely: But gravely told 
the archbifhop of Aentz, that the monks condemned 
many things in the books of Luther as heretical, which 
were efteemed as orthodox in Bernard and Aujflin. Eraf- 
mus wrote alfo to cardinal WVoljcy, that the Nife and con- 
verfation of Luther were univerfally commended; and it 
was no {mall prejudice in his favor, that his morals were 
unblameable, and that no reproach could be faftened 
upon him by calumny itfelf. * If I had really been at 
* leifure, fays Era/mus; to perufe his writings, I 2m not 
* fo conceited of my own abilities, as to pafs a judgc- 
© ment upon the performance of fo confiderable a divine : 
© Though even children, in this knowing age, will 
§ boldly pronounce, that this is erroneous, and that is 
* heretical.” 

Claude has fpoken judicioufly of Luther, when he 
withes he had been more temperate in his way of writ- 
ing; and that, with his great and invincible courazc, 
with his ardent zeal for Re truth, with that unfhaken 
conftancy he ever manifefted,:he could have fhewed a 
greater referve and moderation, But the divine provi- 
dence had a great work to effe& by Luther, in which 
ftrength and even roughnefs of fpirit were requifite to 
encounter every kind of difficulty and to bear up againft 
the rage, in a manner, of the whole world. When men 
would fell a wood, they employ a heavy rough axe, and 
not a fmooth and polifhed razor. Aclanéthon faid very 
ietly of him, upon feeing his pi€ture, in this extempore 
ine + 

* Fulmina event lingue fingula verba tue’ 


Thy fingle words wese piercing thunder-bolts. 7 
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- ‘The monks took upon them to rail moft violently, 
and even feditioufly, in their fermons, againft the Re~ 
formers. ‘ Whence, fays Erafmus, came this new race 
* of deities? They call every onc an heretic whom they 
© diftike, and ftir heaven earth when they are cailed 
¢ calumniators.” He owns, that Luther had given them 
‘ood advice on many points; and that it would be on 
impiety to leave him undefended, where he had the truth 
on his fide; for then who would ever dare to ftand up 
for the truth? Hitherto, adds Bredivit, Luther has cer- 
tainly been ufeful to the world: Fic hath fet men upon 
ftudying the fathers, fome to fatisfy their own minds, 
and others to plague him by hunting out arguments und 
objedtions againit him. 

If Evafius bad not the fame impetuons acrimony 
ftyle, which predominated in the writing 
the monks were equally offended at bk 
abufes which he attacked werc the fource 
revenues. 

Erafinus, in 1519, wrote to Melanfhon, that ull the 
world agreed in commending the moral charaéter of 
Luther; and withed that God might grant him fucecfs 
equal to the liberty which he had taken. Afslanéthon 
‘was always mild and moderate, and had a finecre affcc- 
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tion for Luther ; but fometimes could not refrain trom 
complaining of his bold and impetuous tempsr. How- 
ever, Erafees entertained hopes, that the atimpis of 





Luther, and the great notice which had been taken of 
them, might be ferviceable to true Chriftianity. In this 
he was not miftaken, as the event proved; fur, from this 
period, Luther’s writings and the caufe of Reformation 
{pread all over the Chriftian world, and brought intu full 
blaze the glimmering light, which had before been in- 
troduced by Wickliffe, Hufi, and other learned and good 
men, 

Frederic of Saxony, one of the moft virtuous and illuf- 
trious princes of that century, was a friend both to Luther, 
and to the Reformation ; and the proteftants have great 
reafon to reverence and blefs his memory. When he 
mnight have heen chofen emperor, hc declined it, and 
gave the crown to Charles V. Erafmus wrote a letter 
to him, which was very favorable to Luther, Andrew 
Bodefline, from his native place called Carolefadius, de- 
fended the writings of Luther. Bucer was prefent, when 
Luther maintained his dogtrine before the Augisffine friars 
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at Heidelberg, and told Rhenanus, ‘ That his fweetne(s 
© in anfwering was admirable, and his patience in hear- 
~ ing incomparable: That the acutenefs of St. Pai, in 
refeving doubts might have been feen in Luther; fo 
that he brought them all into admiration of him, by 
his concife and nervous anfwers, taken out of the ftore- 
houfe of the holy {criptures.’ 
Luther was honorably entertained at Heidelberg, by 
Wolfgang the count palatine: And Zrich duke of Celem- 
berg efpoufed his caufe. Erich thared in the danger and 
glory of all the undertakings of the emperor Maximilian, 
and was a great ornament to the houfe of Brunfwick 
Lunenberg. He faved the life of that emperor in 1504, 
‘who perpetuated the memory of his valour, by adding a 
bright ftar to his coat of arms, on the very field of battle, 
with this explanation: * That as the morning ftar ex- 
© ceeds all the others in Juftre; fo duke Erich was as 
« much fuperior to all other princes of his time.’ This 
ftar has ever fince continued in the coat of arms of the 
houfe of Brunfwick, and is placed upon the helmet in 
the middle of the peacock’s train, Erneff duke of Lu- 
nenberg was educated under the infpedtion of his uncle 
Frederic, firnamed the wife, eleétor of Saxony, who fent 
him early to the univerlity of Wittenberg, where he made 
a great progrefs in learning, and had an opportunity to 
converfe with Luther, when he began to difcover his 
fentiments about the hierarchy, and the doétrines of. the 
fee of Rome. Erneft boldly embraced the doftrine of 
Luther: And his example was followed by his brothers 
Othe and Francis; as alfo by Philip of the line of Gra 
benbagen. Thefe princes made the neceffary preparations 
to introduce the Reformation into the circle of Lower 
Saxony, as the elector their uncle was doing in that of 
the Upper Saxony, Ernef? was determined to purfue the 
glorious fcheme he had formed, gradually to abolifh the 
errors and abufes that bad crept into the church. His 
concern was fo great for extending the knowledge of the 
pure faith, that he generoufly fent learned men to the 
county of Haye, Eaft-Fricfeland, and other parts of Ger- 
many, to preach the gofpel in its mative fimplicity. Such 
was his zeal in the caufe of the Reformation; fo many 
were the difficulties and oppofitions he met with on that 
account, that he juftly merited the firname which was 
given him of cenfefor, It thould be obferved, that the 
emperor Otho IV. one of the moft illuftrious anceftors of 
the houfe of Brunfwick, fo carly as in the beginning a 
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¢ thirteenth century, notwithftanding the ignorance 
bigotry of thofe spiders endeavored with ‘intodnion 
refolution to Jay open the abufes of the fce of Rome, 
even in defiance of its excom:unications. His endea- 
vors were not attended with the fuccefs they deferved; 
yet they have rendered his name facred to pofterity, as he 
‘was the firft prince who ventured to oppofe the encroachy 
ments of the papacy, whereby others were afterwards 
incited thoroughly to examine the title, which the popcs 
pretended they had, to impofe arbitrary laws on Chrifs 
tendom, 
Eckius had wrote fome notes upon the firft thefis of 
Luther, which were anfwered by Carolsfadins; and a 
conference was agreed on at Leipfic, by the confene of 
rince George of Saxony, uncle to the elector Frederic. 
Veehins appeared; and was met by Luther, who was ac~ 
companied by Melanéthon and Caroloftadivs. Both parties 
were well received by the prince, the fenate, and uni- 
verfity, who appointed a great hall in the caftle for the 
place of the conference, which was folemnly opencd on 
the twenty-feventh of Fume, X51 - The firft difputation 
was Seneetnia feel, sh ic ete ssa fr 
rove by a paflage in Eeclefiafficus; and was oppotee 
CharoloRedinn oho denied se free-will had pPaifin 
operation from grace. This difpute continucd 2 whole 
week; in which time, Luther preached a fermon, in the 
chapel of the caftle, upon the feaft of St. Peter and St, 
Paul, wherein he declaimed aguinft the authority of the 
pope. The difpute was then carticd on between Luther 
and Echius, upon thirteen propofitions extracted by the 
latter out of the writings of the former; the laft, and 
principal of which, was againft the fupremacy of the 
pope. Luther alledged, againft it, the canon of the 
council of Afric, which ordained, that the bifhop of the 
firft {ee fhould not be called the prince of bifhops, or 
fupreme bifhop: And he maintained, that Wickliffe and 
Haft ought not to have been condemned, as many of 
their articles were orthodox; and that he could oppofe 
the tradition and ufage of the Greeé church for 1400 
years, to the condemnation of the Bohemians, Eckius 
attempted to pre the doftrine of indulgences, by the 
authority of the general councils of Vienna, Lateran, and 
Glenflance: He faid, that Se. Gregory had publithed them 
oO years before; that they were approved by the con- 
fent of the univerfal church; and that al! the Chriftian 
world had acknowledged them by receiving the jubilees. 
uther 
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Luther replied, that he preferred works.of charity before 
indulgences; and fupported his opinion by the authority 
of St, Psxl and St. Auguffine, who fay, we can do nq 
gocd without charity and grace. Eckius feemed to make 
this queftion a matter of nothing: But Luther had the 
advantage of the argument. He knew, ¢ That the Chrif- 
tian princes had been tired of making expeditions to 
the Holy Land, which were only fpecious pretences, 
inyented by the popes, to drain them of their blood 
znd treafure: And that another fcheme was then fet 
on foot to allure them and their fubjeéts to part with 
their money: That frequent jubilces were kept at 
Rome; though, according to their firft inftitution, they 
were to take place but once in a century: That the 
popes perceived the advantages which aro{e from bring. 
ing people together to their market from all parts of the 
Chriftian world, and fhortened the time, by ordering 
a jubilee to be kept every fifty years: And afterwards 
appointed onc to be ceicbrated every thirty years: That 
immenfe fums were brought into the pope’s coffers by 
thefe jubilees at Roxie, where all that reforted received 
abfolution of their fins for a paccale fum: And that 
indulgences being found fo beneficial, they were foid 
© all over Exrspe, and no more confined to certain timeg 
© and jubilgcs,’ ~ 

Vhe conference at Leipfic continued fourteen days; and 
the difpute was left to the decifion of the univeriities of 
Paris and Erfurt: But Luther opened the whole to the 
world, by publifhing 2 tract, entitled, * Refolutions of 
“€ the propofitions difputed at Leigfics” and addreffed to 
Spalatinus; in which he faid, that Eckiws had no caule ta 
poaft of the difpute, and had acknowledged that no truft 
ought to be put in indulgences. Afelanétbon wrote with 
Qreat_moderation upon thefe conferences: And Eckius 
fold Hogoftratus, that the Lutherans had great advantages 
ever him, becaufe they were many againit a fingle men, 
Ferem Emfer owned, that the difpute at Leipjic was ra- 
ther tharp than edifying: But the two univerfitics never 
gave their judgements about the contefts in thefe con- 
ferences. 

Zuinglius began, about this time, to write againft par- 
dons and indulgences, Luther wrote a book ‘ Of Chrif- 
“ tian liberty;” which he dedicated to the pope. He 
al{o addreffed another book to the nobility of Germany, 
wherein he fhook the three principal bulwarks of popery, 
by oppofing the doGirine, * That temporal magiftrates 
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* were fubject to the fpiritualty; that the pope is the 
« only judge of the fcripture; and that he only can call 
a council.’ Luther thewed what things fhould be 
handled in councils; and afferted, that the pope yearly 
drained Germany of three millions of florins. He pointed 
out the neceffity of reforming {chools and univerfities; 
declared that heretics fhould convinced by feripture, 
and not awed by fire; imputed the misfortunes of the 
emperor Sigifmusd to his breach of faith with Hufs and 
‘ferom; and ‘expofed the inconveniences, refulting from 
the council of Gonflance. 

What the divines of Paris and Erfurt negleéted, thofe 
of Louvain and Cologne attempted. ‘The former confulted 
with the cardinal de Tortofa, afterwards pope Adrian VI. 
and condemned twenty-two propofitions extracted from 
Luther as heretical, or approaching to herefy, and de- 
clared that his writings ought to Se burnt. Thofe of 
Cologne concurred; and agreed, that Luther ought to be 
obliged to make a public recantation. Luther declared, 
he difregarded the cenfures of thefe two univerfities; and 
that Occam, Stapulenfis, Huft, and other eminent mens 
‘were unjuftly condemned after the fame manner. He 
accufed the univerfities of rafhnefs, of want of charity, 
and contempt of juitice; after which, he fharply con- 
futed their cenfures, without any refpeé to their perfons, 

The emperor Maximilian was fo far from fuffering 
himfelf to be perfuaded to proceed againft Luther, chat 
he ufed to fay, * If the clergy would Icad pious lives, 
* Luther would have no room for a Reformation.” But 
his fucceflor was of a different difpofition; and gave 
occafion to the violent meafures that were taken to nip 
the Reformation in its very bud.. Luther wrote a letter 
to the new emperor, on the fifteenth of Fanuary, 1520, 
before his arrival in Germany, to vindicate his conduct, 
and intreat his prote€tion from the power of his numerous 
adverfaries, who had perfecuted him for three ycars, and 
were refolved that he fhould perith with the gofpel. He 
told the emperor, he would not defire his protection, if 
he was conviéted of impiety or herefy: But defired, he 
would not let him be condemned without hearing; and 
declared, he would either be filent, or refer himfelf to 
the judgement of any impartial univerfities, before which 
he was ready to appear. 

Te was 2 ‘great miftuke in Leo X. to decide in favor of 
the indulgence-merchants, by his bull in 1518, fince 
thereby al! hopes of an accomimodation were cut off: For 
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it would have been muck more political in him to have 
enjoined filence to both parties, and to have contrived 
fome way to fatishy Luther, who offered Cajetan to drop 
the controverfy, if his adverfaries would do the fame: 
But they would be fatisfied with nothing lefs than a 
yecantation. The eleétor of Saxeny was again folicited 
to give up Lather, who was compelled to fall upon the 
pope, to vindicate himfelf, by appealing to a general 
¢ouncil; the calling whereof was delayed upon various 
pretences, whereby the caufe of Rome became more and 
mare fufpedted. About the fame time, the pope’s quarrel 
with Henry VII. made for the introduction of the 
Reformation in England: the houfe of Navarre, in 
revenge for the pope’s fiding with Ferdinand the catholic, 
encouraged the proteftant religion to the utmoft of their 
power in France. Befides all this, many fenfible honeft 
men, even among the Reman-catholics, were quite uncon 
cerned at the rough treatment which Luther fhewed the 
papal fee, becaufe they knew it deferved his refentment. 

Luther alfo wrote to the elector of Mentz, who an- 
{wered him, and commended his difpofition : But defired 
him to treat of religious matters with moderation and 
refpe€t; for he obferved with grief, that the profeffors 
difputed upon frivolous opinions, and queftions of little 
confequence, with intolerable pride. 

While Lather was vindicating himfelf to the emperor, 
and the bifhops of Germany, judgement was pafled upon 
his writings at Rome, where Eckivs and Ubricus went on 
purpofe to folicit his condemnation, which was refolved 
upon, notwithftanding he had obediently reverenced the 
perfon of the pope. Luther, at the requeft of the Auguf- 
fines, wrote 2 long epiftle to his holinefs, full of fu 
miffion and refpect, wherein he told him, *¢ That the 
** court of Rome was vifibly more corrupt than either 
*€ Babylon or Sedom; but that his holinefs was a lamb in 
“© the midft of wolves, a Daniel among lions, and an 
“© Ezekiel among fcorpions: That there were not above 
“© three or four cardinals, who had any learning or piety; 
*¢ and that it was aguinft thefe diforders of the court of 
s¢ Rome, that he was obliged to appear.” 

The writings of Luther were examined in a cong: 
tion of cardinals, pl diftinguithed his doGtrine, Pcie 
ings, and perfon. They condemned forty-one propofitions 
taken out of his works) ordered him to appeas in perfon; 
and agreed that his writings fhould be burnt. In con- 
Sequence, of this refolution, the bull was drawn up by 
2 7 d 
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the cardinal of Ancona, and publifhed by the pope, who 
invoked the aid of efx: Chriff, the 2poltles, and all the 
faints, againft the new errors and herefies; and to pre- 
ferve the faith, peace, and unity of the church. This 
bull was dated the fifteenth Fune, 1520, and con 
demned the forty-one articles, extracted from the writin, 
of Luther, as 7 tical, falfe, and Seantaloue: Ind ; 
ces, the papal fupremacy, free-will, pu ) ani 
begging friars, were the principal things’ vi icated 
in this bull; and all Chriftians were forbid, under tha 
pain of excommunication, to defend any of the propos 
tions that were thus condemned: Luther was admo~ 
nithed to revoke his errors by fome public 24, and caufe 
his books to be burnt within fixty days; otherwife he, 
and his adherents, fhould incur the punifhments due to 
eaters perceiving that all hi f 
utber, NOW LVI} al opes of an accommo=- 
dation were at an end, theew off all referve, and anfwered 
this bull, which he called ‘¢ The execrable bull of 
“ antichrift,” by publithing 4 book called “* The cap+ 
§© tivity of Babylen;” in which he abfolutely rejected 
indulgences; and afferted, that the papacy was the king- 
dom of Babylon. He denied there were feven facraments 
and faid, there was properly only one, in three facra~ 
mental figns, the Lord’s Supper, baptifm, and penance, 
He affirmed, that the facrament of the altar is the tefta~ 
ment of Fefus Chriff, which he left when he died, to be 
given to all thofe who dhould believe in him: That this 
teftament is a promife of forgivenefs of our fins, con- 
firmed by the death of the Son of God; that it is only 
faith in this promife which juftifies, and the mafs is 
entirely ufelefs without that faith. He declared, that 
the effe& of baptifm depended alone upon faith in the 
promile of Fefus Chrif, of which the outward baptifm is 
only afign, fupplied in infants by the faith of the church, 
He maintained, that the remiffion of fins, which is the 
effet of penance, depends upon faith in the promife of 
Fefus Chrift; and allowed no effe& to the other parts of 
penance. He wondered that confirmation, and ordina- 
tion, fhould be facraments, when they are no more than 
ecclefiaftical ceremonies: Neither would he allow mar- 
riage to be a facrament, becaufe there is no promile 
annexed to it; and the marriage of infidels is.as binding 
as that of Chriftians: And-he rejected the ufage of the 
extreme undtion, built upon the authority of the epiftle 
pals ‘ames, becaufe he dhought there was not any pro- 
grace annexed to that undtion, 
Bbha Luther 
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Luther was fully perfuaded of the neceffity of “ Jufti- 
*« fication by faith alone:” Which he looked upon as 
the bafis of the whole Chriftian religion. When he firf 
preached againft indulgences, he intended no feparation 
from the church of Rome: But the violence of his op- 

its, and the heat of the controverfy, drew him fo far 
into the difpute, that he.carried it on with unparalleled 
fpirit, and came at laft to. fix upon that fcheme, which 
has been fince adhered to by the Lutheran churches, with 
lictle variation, 
. As the pope had condemned Luther at Rome; Luther 
degraded the pope in: Germany. He compiled a hiftory of 
the wars raid by the popes againft the emperors; and 
maintained, that ‘he German princes had the fame power 
over the clergy as over the laity. He advifed the Ger- 
mans to fhake off the of popery; and propofed a 
Reformation, that fhould fubject the pope and bithops to 
the power of the emperor, and take away from the pope 
the authority of interpreting fcripture, or calling 2 ge~ 
neral council, He declaimed againft the manners and 
pragtice of the court of Rome, the pride of the pope, and 
the avarice of the cardinals : He aflerted, that annates and 
apel months, fhould be abolifhed, and that the canon- 
law ought to be entirely deftroyed. He even aflembled 
the fludents of Wittenberg together, and flung the pope’s 
bull and decretals into a fire prepared for that purpofe, 
Saying, ‘+ Becaufe thou haft troubled the Holy One of 
** God, let eternal fire trouble thee.” This ceremony 
‘was performed by Luther, upon the tenth of December, 
1520. The next day he expounded the P/alms, and ear- 
neftly charged his audit that, as they loved the falvation 
of their big sy they foould take heed of the pope's decrees, He 
alfo defended what he had done in writing; and pub+ 
Tithed, among other errors in the papal dodtrine, the 
following thirty : ‘- : 
1 

© The pope and his cl are not bound to.obey the 

. commandments of God. ps 
Il. 

€ Tt is not a precept, but a counfel of St. Peter, when 

She reaches, That all men are to be fubjel to kings. 


iil. 
. © That in 2 ftate, the fun fignified the papal power, the 
* mea ees Ge geal tea: saunas wits 
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Iv. 
* That the pope and his chair are not to be held fub. 
© jeét to the councils and decrees. 


v. 
¢ That the pope has in the fecret of his own breaft all 
© laws, and plenary power over all laws. 


Vi. 
* Whence it follows; That the pope hath power to 
* difannul, change, and determine, aJ] councils, and all 
* conffitutions and ordinances, as he daily praétifes, 


VII. 

© That the pope hath a right to demand an oath of all 

* bifhops, and an obligation upon them for their palls. 
VII. 

* That if the pope be fo negligent of his own and his 
© brethren’s falvition, and fo unprofitable and carelefs in 
* his funétion, as to carry with him (like the chief fac- 
tor for hell) innumerable people to their everlafting 


* damnation; no man ought to reprove him or blame his 
* faults, 


IX, 
© That the falvation of all the faithful, next to God, 
© depends upon the pope. . 
x. 
© That no man upon earth can judge the or 
. senlute his determinations, but the pes is Pilee of 
* all men, 


XE. 
* That the Roman fee giveth to all laws and rights 
© their due force; but is itlelf fubjeét to none of them. 


Xil. 
* That the fce of Rome is the rock, on which Chrift 
© built his church, according to Aatth. xvi.—Difiin@. 19. 
Xi. 
© That the keys were given to St. Peter only. 
XIV. 


* That the priefthood of Chrif was tranflated from 
© Him to St. Peter. De confiit. c. tranflate. 


Xv. 
© That the pope hath power to make laws and ordi- 
*-nances for the catholic church. 


t XVI. 
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XVI. 
* That this fentence; Whatfeever theu bindef on earth, 
« Ball alfa be bound in heaven, eftablithes this = That 
bath to impofe even his unadvifed laws 
s = catholic church. 
XVII. 
© That his injunGion to abftain from fiefh, butter, &c. 
“on pact days, is not to be difobeyed without fin, 
of excommunication. 
XVIM. 
© That no prieft can marry, becaufe he hath forbid. 
*. den it. 


XIX. 
* That pope beret dhl hath well decreed, 
¢. that Chrift, giving the gave him power both 
* over the ereait ges ingdom. 


© Phat Conflantine the ve tO s the power 
‘ <a = nin Eingdoms of this lower 
* worl 


‘ “That the pope isthe ight her of the holy Roman 
* empire. 


XxIr. 
"© That it is lawful for a Chriftian to avenge himfelf. 


That fubjed rebel againft thei id 
7 jat ful $ may ir princes; an 
ree ener oe ee 7 


XXIV. 
* That the pope can overturn and diffolve all oaths, 
© covenants, and obligations. 


XXv. 
© That the pope hath power to diffolve and compound 
© for all vows made to God. 
XXvI. 
© That he, that doth not pay his vow to God, is not 
® guilty of breaking it. 
XXVH. 
* That no married man or woman can ‘truly ferve 
& God, : 
XXVIII 
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XXVIII. 
« That the pope’s injunGions are of equal force and 
© weight with the {eriptures. 


ik poo Wii the 
© That the pope hath power to explain the feripture, 
* at his own will and pleafure; and that no man can dare 
* to explain it in a contrary fenfe. 

Xxx. 

© That the pope doth not receive his authority from 
© the fcripture, but the {cripture from the pope. 

© In fhort, the fum of the whole canon law is this: 
© The pope is God an earth, fupreme in all beevenly, earthly, 
« Piritual, and fecular matters. All things are the pope's; 
‘and there is mone who can fay unto him, What doeft thou #* 
Melch. Adam. én vit: Luth. 

This publication gave (as it may be fuppofed) the 
higheft offence to the Remanifis; and the pope refolved 
to cruth him at once by his bulls, which commanded all 
Secular princes to deftroy him. 

Eckius carried the bull againft Luther into Germany, 
and was entrufted by the pope to carry it into execution; 
which was a fmart blow given him by his mortal enemy, 
who was his adverfary, accufer, and executioner. 

Charles V. was crowned emperor, at Aix-la-Chapelle, 
the twenty-firft of Ofeber 1520, and appointed a dict to 
be held at Worms, on the fixth of Fanuary, 1521. The 
nuncios, Martinus Caracciolus and Ferom Alexander, pre~ 
fented the elector of Saxony the brief which the pope had 
fent him, to inform him of the decree which he had made 
againft Luther, who was then more than ever protected 
by the ele@or, and the univerfity of Wittenberg. Luther 
renewed his appeal to a future council; and called the 
Pope a tyrant, and heretic. Erafmus, and feveral other 
divines, forefaw that the fire, which was to burn the books 
of Luther, would put all Germany into a flame, and were 
for referring the whole caufe to a general council: But 
the nuncios prevailed, and Luther's books were burnt 
at Mentz and Cologne. Ulricus Hultenus, 2 {atirical poet, 
ridiculed the papal bull; which Luther called the exe- 
crable bull of antichrift, and caufed it (as we have jufk 
cbieeved) to be burnt at Wittenberg. arinus wrote 
five books in defence of the pa fupremacy 5 which 
Luther refuted ; and Alexander chteined a new bull from 
Roms, wherein Luther was declared cantumacious, and 
40 have incurred the penalty denounced by the Pore. 
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The diet of Worms affembled on the day appointed, 
when Alexander exerted all his intereft and oqence, to 
perfuade the emperor, and the princes of the empire, to 

it the buli againft Luther into execution ; without fuf- 
ering him to appear, or hear his vindication. The diet 
tefolved, that Luther fhould be fummoned, and have a 
fafe condu@; which was granted by the emperor, who 
fent with it a private letter, direéted ‘ To the honour- 
able, beloved, devout, doctor Martin Luther, of the 
* order of St. fupfin’ This letter was dated the fixth 
of March, and Luther was thereby ordered to appear at 
Worms within twenty-one . ‘The tragical end that 
Fobn Hufs had met with at fance, iN 1415, was re- 
membered by the friends of Luther on this occafion: But 
he anfwered. thofe, who diffluaded him from appearing, 
that “ he would go, though there fhould be as pany 
& devils at Worms as there were tiles upon the houfes.” 
He was accompanied from Wittenberg by fome divines, 
and one hundred horfe: But he took only cight horfe~ 
men into Worms, where he arrived on the fixtcenth of 
April: And, when he ftept out of the coach, he faid, 
*© God hall be on my fide,” in the prefence of a great 
multitude of people, whom curiofity had brought toge- 
hes fee the man, who had made fuch a noile in 
‘worid. 

Luther had his aj ts in the houfe belonging to 
the knights of the Teutonic order, near thofe of the elector 
of Saxony. He was vifited by many princes, noblemen, 
and divines; and the next day appeared before the diet. 
Eckius a€ted as prolocutor, and told Luther, that the em- 

had fent for him, * to know whether he owned 
© thofe books that bore his name; and if he intended to 
© retra@, or maintain, what was contained in them?” 
Luther is faid to have had as much courage,'as Alexander 
and Julius Cafer put together. He anfwered, he owned 
the books : But defired time to confider the other quef- 
tion: * So that he might make a fatisfactory anfwer, 
‘* without prejudice of the word of God, and prejudice 
“ of his own foul.” ‘The emperor granted him a day to 
confider the matter: And fome of his principal friends 
encourages him Bethy hea bt ont 3 When "hates before 
dings, think net it 2 > for it e given t6 
thee in that bour. aes 

Luther ap, again before the diet the following 
day, when Ectius repeated the fame queftion, to which 
Luther replied with modefty and conftancy. He provefted, 
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that all he had wrote, was for the glory of God, and the 
inftru@ion of the faithful: But defired the aflembly to 
obferye, that his books were of three kinds: ¢ That in 
« fome, he treated only of picty and moraljey, in fuch 
* a plain and evangelical manner, that his adverfaries 
« acknowledged, they were innocent, profitable, and 
« worthy to be read by all Chriftians: ‘That in others, 
+ he had wrote againft popery: And in a third fort againtt 
« thofe private perfons, who oppofed the truths which he 
* taught.’ He afferted, that the bull itfelf had con- 
demned nothing in particular which was taken out of 
thofe books ; though all his books in general were con- 
demned. And declared, ‘that, as a man, he might err; 
‘* and if any one could convince him, by holy fcripture, 
“© of any error, he was ready to revoke it, and burn his 
‘6 writings.” Eckius paffionately faid, he had not an- 
fwered the queftion; therefore, he infifted that Luther 
would give a plain and direct anfwer, ‘ whether he would 
§ retract, or not?? Luther replied, “that he was not 
‘* obliged to belicve the pope, or his councils, becaufe 
“¢ they erred in many things, and contradicted them- 
“© felves: That his belief was fo far fettled by the texts 
“© of fcripture, and his confcience engaged by the word 
“© of God, thar he neither could, nor would, retract any 
‘© thing; becaufe it was neither fafe, nor innocent, for 
“© a man to act againft his confcience.” Eckius then 
faid, that Luther had revived the errors condemned in the 
council of Conflance: And the emperor declared he would 
proceed againft him as a heretic ; which was prejudging 
the caufe, and contrary to the eftablifhed rules of the 
diet. 

As Luther undauntedly refufed to recant at Worms, as 
he had done three years before at Aug/burg; the clergy 
infinuated to the emperor, ¢ that faith was not te be kept 
*« with heretics.” They wanted him to revoke the fafe- 
conduét he had granted to Luther: But Charles made this 
generous anfwer, ‘ that if no faith was to be found in 
© the reft of the world, it ought at leaft to be {een ina 
< Roman emperor.’ The eleétor Palatine alfo oppofed 
the violation of the fafe-conduét, as had been done at 
the council of Conftance. The clectors of Brandenburg 
and Triers, with Eckius, Cochlaus, and others, had a 
private conference with Luther, to perfuade him to defift 
from his enterprize: But he declared, he was refolved 
to die, rather than recede from the word of God. The 
elector of Triers defired Luther to propafe-fome means of 
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ending this matter himfelf; to which Luther anfwered 
he hal no other way than the council of Gamaliel, << If 
‘© this work be of men, it will come to nought, and 
*© fall of itfelf; but, if it be of God, ye cannot hinder 
‘© the execution of it.” 

The emperor, on the twenty-fixth of April, ordered 
Luther to depart immediately from Worms, under a fafe- 
conduét for twenty-one days; and the elector of Saxo: 
imagined, that Charles would iffue a fevere edi& againk 
Luther ; but the elector was refolved to prote& him from 
the profecution of the em; and pope. Luther was 
purpofely feized on the road by a troop of mafked horfe- 
men, and carried, as if by violence, to the caftle of 
Wartburg, near Eifenach, where the elector concealed him 
ten months. Luther called this retreat his Patmos, and 
wrote feveral ufeful treatifes there: While his enemies 
employed reputed wizards to find out the place of his 
concealment. Here he held a conftant correfpondence 
with his friends at Wittenberg, and employed himfelf in 
compofing feveral of his works, He frequently made 
excurfions into the neighborhood, though always in 
difguife. Weary, however, of this confinement, he ap- 
peared at the end of ten months at Wittenberg, on the 

th of March, 

The emperor publithed an edi& againft Luther, on the 
twenty-fixth of May, when the electors of Saxony and 
Palatine were abfent from the diet. He declared, ¢ it 
« was his duty to extinguith herefies; that Luther was a 
* fchifmatic and heretic; that the fentence of the pope 
* fhould be put in execution againft him; and that no per~ 
© fon thould revive, defend, maintain, or proteét him, under 
“ the penalty of high treafon, and being put to the ban 
© of the empire.” This edid was drawn up with all 

offible rancor and malice by Aleander. However, whilft 

uther attended at Worms, and pleaded his caufe, he 
was treated with much affability and civility by that 
illuftrious afienbly: He fthewed a fufficient prefence of 
mind, and a noble intrepidity, in the opinion of every 
one but himielf ; for he afterwards lamented, that he had 
not been ftilt bolder in the caufe of God. 

Some are of opinion, that the emperor connived at the 
fpreading of Luther’s doétrine in Germany, that he might 
make himfelf abfolute there by fuch divifions: Elfe, fay 
they, he might cafily have fuppreffed it, by putting Luther 
to death, when he had him in his power at Worms, 
However, it is far from being clear, that if he had been 

murdered, 
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murdered, contrary to the fanétion of the fafe-condua, 
his opinions would have died with him: And it would 
haye been very imprudent in Charler to have thereby dif- 
obliged the elector of Saxeny, who had placed him on the 
imperial throne, and whofe authority in Germany was 
great, while he had a war upon his hands againit Turdey 
and France. 

The tenets of Luther became now to be received, not 
only in Upper and Lower Saxony, but zlfo in other parts 
of Germany, and in the North.  Erafmus, and the learned 
Agrippa of Cologne, looked upon this Reformer as a hero, 
who would put a ftop to the tyranny which the mendicant 
friars, and the reft of the clergy, exercifed over the 
minds and confciences of men. Being ignorant and vo- 
luptuous, they encouraged a thoufand paltry fuperftitions, 
and would neither emerge from their barbarity, nor fuffer 
others to do it: Infomuch, that to be witty, and polite, 
was fufficient to expofe a man to thcir hate and indigna- 
tion. Agrippa, Erafinas, and fome other great geniufes, 
were pleafed that Luther had broke the ice: ‘Phey ex- 
pected the critical hour for the deliverance of honeft men 
from oppreffion: But when thcy faw that things did not 
take the turn they expected, they were the firit to caft a 
ftone at Luther. Agrippa wrote to Afelanéthon in thefe 
words; * Pay my compliments to the invincible heretic 
* Martin Luther, who, as St. Paul fays in the As, 
* worthips God after the way which they call herefy.’ 
But the divines of Lewvein cenfurcd Agrippa for writiny 
© the vanity of fciences ;’ though that buok convinced 
Erafmus, its author was of a fiery genius, extenfive read- 
ing, and great memory, But ‘Foviws, and Thevet, ridi- 
culoufly charge Agrippa with being a magician: Though 
this did not hinder the famous John Colt from lodgin; 
Agrippa in his houfe at London ; nor the emperor Maxi- 
ailian from employing him in /taly. 

Ferom Saveanrohe, a Dominican at Florence, had dif- 
tinguithed himfelf by the aufterity of his life, and b: 
the fervent eloquence with which he preached a aint 
immorality, without {paring the diforders of the clereys 
for even the court of Rome. Philip de Comines, the ce- 
lebrased hiftorian of France, faw Savonarola at Florence, 
and fays, * that no preacher ever had 2 greater influence 
* over acity.” Some authors maintain, that his condué 
was the effect of a great zeal for truth, and for the Re- 
formation of the church: Others pretend that he was an 
impoftor, and a hypocrite. a is certain, that this divine 
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had acquired fuch 2 great power over the Florentines, 
by his fingular fanctity, and the reputation of his virtue, 
that, in the opinion of all, he deferved to be canonized 
alive: But he Joft his credit, was excommunicated, de-~ 
graded from his ecclefiaftical order, hanged and burnt in 
the year 1498. Friar Ferom had been confidered as a 
prophet fent by God for the Reformation of manners ; 
and he had preached, that the ftate of the church fhould 
be reformed by the fword. He foretold many things 
before they came to pafs: But the pope excommunicated 
him, on a charge that his doétrine was not catholic ; and 
the Francifcan friars undertook to prove it heretical. 
The truth is, Sevenarela had earneftly wifhed to be the 
inftrument of calling a general council, in which the 
corrupt manners of the clerzy might be reformed; and 
the ftate of the church of God, which had deviated fo 
far, might be reduced to as great a refemblance as poffible 
of thofe days that were neareft to the times of the 
apoftles. he general of the Dominicans, and the 
bifhop of Romolino, were appointed commifiaries by the 
pope to punith Savonerola, whom they put to the torture, 
ond delivered him over to the fecular arm to be hanged 
and burnt. His trial was falfified in the moft unjuft and 
fcandalous manner: But he fuffered death courageoufly, 
and many perfons confidered him as a martyr. His afhes 
‘were thrown into the Arno, that his adherents might not 
have any relic left of him: But books were written for 
his juftification; and the proteftants have revered his 
memory. 

Beza, Vigner, Cappel, Du Plefit Mornay, and the other 
‘Reformers, confidered Ferom Savonarola as a martyr like 
yen of Prague: They looked on him as one of the 

forerunners of the evangelical Reformation; and called 
him the Luther of Jtaly. The popifh writers alfo de- 
fended his charaéter, particularly the learned prince of 
Mirandula; But pope Clement VIII. forbade the fer- 
mons of Sevonarola to be read till they had undergone a 

purgation, 
* Luther quoted Savenarola, and prefixed a preface to his 
meditations ; becaufe he confidered him as an author that 
is very orthodox upon the fubje& of juftification, and 
the merit of good works. The tools of Rome were for 
utting Luther to death, as well 2s Savenarcia: But 
rafmus was tly diffatisfied, when Luther was pro- 
feribed ; and faid, « that , who condemned him, de- 
§ ferved to be condemned ves: That the pope’s 
¢ unmerciful 
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$ unmerciful buli was difapproved by all honeft men; 
* and that Luther, being a man yoid of ambition, was 
§ the lefs to be fufpected of herefy.’ One of the eccle- 
fiaftical eleGtors faid, ‘ Would to God that Luther had 
* written in Latin, and not in German.’ Mention bein, 
made of Luther at the emperor’s table, Ravenflein faid, 
© here is one Chriftian arifen among us, at laft, after 
four hundred years, and the pope wants to kill him.” 
The emperor had performed the conditions of the fufe- 
condu& to Luther; and the pope had tricd him before a 
council: ¢ But the Lutherans would hav: been fools and 
$ mad, to have trufted themfelves and their caufe, to 
© fuch a pontiff, and to fuch an empcro: ;’ notwithftand- 
ing Erafmus faid, * we have a pope, who in his temper 
“Is much difpofed to clemency, and an empcror who is 
 alfo mild and placable.’ Erufmus judged very wron, 
of both thefe perfons. Leo was a vain, voluptuous, and 
debauched man, who had no religion, and no compaffion 
for thofe, who could not fubmit entirely to his pleafure, 
as he fhewed by the haughty manner in which he treated 
Luther, without admitting the leatt relaxation in any of 
the difputed points. Charles V. was only twenty years 
of age, at this time, and made a confcience of nothing 
to accomplifh any of his projects. He faid fo himfelf; 
and we may take his word for it. This emperor, dif- 
courfing of paft events with the prior and the monks of 
St. Fuflus, told them, that he repented of having ful- 
filled the promife of fafe-condud which he gave to Luther, 
This regret is afcribed to his pious zeal for the caufe 
of God: But the examples of Gregory the Great, who 
kept his faith given to heretics; of Fafbua, who kept it 
to the idolatrous Grleonites; and of Saul, whom God 
punifhed for doing the contrary, might have quicted his 
royal confcience: And if he had any caufe to repent, it 
fhould have been for plighting his faith to a heretic, and 
not for keeping it. However, Charles in his old age 
feemed inclined to proteftant principles: And, if reports 
may be credited, his fon Péilip intended to have made 
his father’s procefs, and to have had his bones burnt for 
herefy; being only hindered from doing it by this con- 
fideration, that if his father was an heretic, he had for- 
feited all his dominions, and by confequence he had no 
right to refign them to his fon. If chek things are truc, 
the emperor muft have been the greateft hypocrite that 
ever lived; or we have been greatly impoled upon by 
Piftorians, . A 
t 
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At the time the diet of Worms was held, a treatife was 
publithed, in which were the following among other 
anecdotes. The count of Naffau, governor of Fian- 
ders, Brabant, and Helland, faid to the divines at the 
Hague, ‘Go, and preach the gofpel in fincerity and 
© truth, like Luther” The aealenice of Louvain com~ 

Jained to Margaret the emperor’s fifter, governefs of the 

fetherlands, that Luther was fubverting Chriftianity by 
his writings. ‘ Who, faid the, is this Luther?’ They 
replied, he was an illiterate monk. ‘Is he fo, faid the 
* princefs? Then you, who are very learned and nu- 
© merous, write againft this illiterate monk: And furely 
* the world will pay more regard to many fcholars than 
* to one blockhead.’ 

As the pope and emperor had publithed fuch a furious 
bull, and violent ediét, again Luther, Erafmus began 
to be in pain for the Reformer, though the elector of 
Saxony had taken him under his protection, ‘I fear, 
® fays he, for the unfortunate Luther: So violent is the 
“ confpiracy, and fo ftronzly have the pope and the 
© prince been inftigated againit him. Would to God he 
* had followed my counfel, and had abftained from 
* violent and feditious proceedings ! He would then have 
done more good, and have imeurred lefs hatred.’ 

But if Luther had followed the advice of Erafinus, and 
conduéted the affair with all moderation and referve, he 
would ftill have had lefs fuccefs; becaufe his fyftem 
pafled, in the opinion of the divines, for a moft peftilent 
herefy, tending to overfet the authority of the pope and 
the monks, and to d the credit of certain opinions 
and dogtrines, from which they drew un immenfe profit. 
Uf Luther had recanted after he had been condemned, all 
the benefit, that his doétrine was capable of producing, 
would have been loft: And if he refifted, a feparation 
from thofe who had excommunicated him mut enfue. 

Erafmus declined the tafk of refuting Luther; ‘be= 
* caule it was a work above his abilities; and he would 
“not deprive the univerfities, which had undertaken to 
* confute him, of their honour and glory.’ He wifhed 
that Luther had been folidly confuted before his books 
were burnt: Becaufe it is the duty of divines to per- 
fuade, and the practice of tyrants to compel. But this 
was not the language of the inquifition, and of the 
monks, who breat nothing beldes revenge, and the 
deftruétion of heretics. To pleafe them, he ought to 
have cried out, that ‘ Luther deferved to be hanged, a 
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© what he had done, whether he fubmitted or not: He 
* ought to have infulted and abufed him upon all occa- 
* fions, if he hoped for any favour from men, who ac- 
© counted moderation and equity to be capital crimes, 
© when they extended to a man accounted by them the 
leader of the heretical armies.’ Luther was fometimcs 
cenfured by Brae for writing with fuch fpirit; but in 
this, Luther acted more like an apoftle, or primitive 
Chriftian, than Erafnns. 

Luther alfo made a tranflation of the New Teftament 
into the German language ; and wrote feveral books, dur+ 
ing his retirement, which he called his hermitage. He 
was immediately accufed of corrupting the gofpel in 
feveral places; but none of his adverfarics ventured to 
condemn the tranflation of the New ‘I'cftament into the 
vulgar tongue: On the contrary, Ferem Emfer criticifed 
upon this verfion, and made another. The king of Eng- 
land wrote to the princes of Germany upon that fubject ; 
and faid, it was ufeful to have the fcripture in feveral 
languages, that corrupt verfions might be prevented. 

However, it is acknowledged, that Luther, in tranflat- 
ing the bible, was affifted by the difciples of Reuch/in, 
and hath hit off many places very happily: ‘What he was 
matter of the German language; and that there is much 
to be learned from this work, But the Sicur de Sr. A/- 
degonde, in 1594, wrote to John Drufixs, who was em- 
ployed by the itates-general to make 2 new tranflation of 
the bible into the Dutch tonguc, that, ‘among all the 
“ verfions he had met with, he had_feen none that dif- 
“ fered fo widely from the true Hebrew, as that of 
© Luther, 

Luiber wrote againft private confefiion, private maffes, 
and monaftic vows; in confequence of which, Carolof- 
tadius, and the Auguftine friars at Wittenberg, abolithed 
the ufe of the mafs. Vows of cclibacy very little pro- 
moted continence. The monks left their cloifters at 
Wittenberg, and the priefts married; after Caraloftadins 
and Fuflus Fonas had fet them the example, which was 
afterwards followed by Luther. 

The adverfaries of Luther affirmed, ¢ that he uttered 
* a thoufand blafphemies, and particularly againtt Mésfes - 
* They went fo far as to maintain, that he got Amadis de 
* Gaul twanflated into French, to put people out of con- 
* ceit with the fcripture, and all books of devotion. 
* They obferved fo little meafures in the calumnies the 
* publithed againft him, as to accufe him of having eu . 
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« that he believed nothing of what he preached.’ Moft 
of thefe calumnies were grounded upon fome words in 
a book publithed by Luther's friends; to which his 
enemies gave a very malicious interpretation, and very 
remote from this minifter’s thoughts. 

He was even accufed of Atheifm: But this, as well as 
what was {aid of Amadis, was an egregious falfhood, and 
proved fo by Bayle, from the journal of Leipfic, Odtober 
1684, where it is faid, that ¢ this ridiculous calumn 

cannot excite indignation, but laughter; for the hone 

catholics themfclves muft be afhamed of it: They can- 
not be ignorant that, by the indefatigable pains of 

Luther, the facred writings were once more put not 

only into the hands of the clergy, but into thofe of 

the middle rank, nay, even of thofe of the meaneft fort; 

he having, for that purpofe, with incredible ftudy and 

toil, tranflated the holy bible into the vulgar tongue, 

and not Amadis.” What is not a man capable of, in 
point of grofs calumnies, fo diametrically oppofite to 
all probability, when there are thofe who dare affirm, 
that Luther dclired to bring the fcriptures into difcre- 
dit: Luther had no greater reproach to bear, with all 
the Reformers, from the popith clergy, than that of too 
much recommending to laymen the reading of the bible 
in the vulgar tongue. 

‘The doétrine of Luther was not prevented by the edict 
of the emperor, which was contemned by the princes and 
magiftrates. Henry VIII. king of England, ftopt the 
new doétrine from fpreading in his dominions: He did 
fomething more, for he caufed to be made, in his own 
name, a treatife about the feven facraments, againft 
Luther’s book of ‘ the Captivity of Babylon.” Some 
have thought that Edward Lee, afterwards archbifhop of 
York, was the author of that work: But the king pre- 
fented it to the pope, who received it very favorably, 
and was fo well pleafed with Henry, that he rewarded 
him with the glorious title of ‘ Defender of the Faith.” 
Henry was the flave of Reme for the firft eighteen years of 
his reign, Delighted with the flatteries of the pope and 
the clergy, he drew his pen in their defence, The papal 
compliments induced to order all Luther's books 
to be called in; and forty-two articles, taken from 
his doGrine, were condemned. Luther had made v1 
free with Aquinas, the favorite author of king Henry VIII. 
who had a great opinion of his learning and talents for 
difputation, and ftepped forth as the champion of the 
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thuich, to defend her againft the danger fhe was in from 
the {preading of Luther’s herefy. But Luther was not to 
be filenced by the power of his adverfary: And con- 
ceiving himfclf to be ufed too contemptuoufly by the 
king, he replicd with more acrimony than was thought 
decent towards the perfon of a fovereign prince. He an- 
fwered Henry with fharpnefs; and without any refpect to 
his royal dignity ; for Luther fparcd no man in the caufe 
of God. Many divines thought it an honor to defend 
the king of England, by confuting the book which Luther 
wrote againft him. In G: +, it was anfwered in 
Latin by Eckivs; and in High Butch by Mancer, In 
England, Fchn Fifer, bithop of Roclefter, wrote a book 
to maintain the doétrine which the king had vindicated 5 
and Sir Zhomas More wrotc another, under the name of 
William Rofi, in which he gave a charaéter of Luther. 
But Luther's magnanimous fpirit was not to be depreffid 
by the words of aking, whofe treatment of Lambert, the 
martyr, difcovercd an heart full of rancor againit the 
truth, becaufe he condemned it without inveitigation, 
and a mind full of meannefs, becatife he infulted and 
threatened an humble fubject and inferior. Luther de~ 
fended his fherp ftyle in anfwering the king, after this 
manner; ‘ If my afperity tewards the king has offended 
‘© any body, let them this anfwer. In that book I 
* had to do with unfeeling monfters, who have defpiftd 
my beft and gentleft writings, who have trampled 
upon my moft humble fubmifions, and who only feem 
the more infolent, in proportion co my calmnefs and 
temperance. Let it be remembered too, that I en» 
tirely omitted all threats of virulence and fulthoods, 
with which the king has filled his bouk againft me 
from beginning to end. Nor ought it to be confidered 
as a great affair, if I affront and treat fharply an 
‘© earthly prince, who has darcd to blafpheme the King 
“© of heaven in his writings, and to infult his holy name 
© with the bittereft lies—But GOD will judge the 
“* people in his equity.”———Luther had indced written a 
very humble letter to Henry the Eighth, by the perfuafion 
of Chriftiern, the banifhed king of Benmarl to which the 
king returned a very harfh and unbecoming anfwer in his 
book, which probably induced Luther to treat this haughty 
prince with the more tartnefs. His fubmiffive letters to 
cardinal Cajezan, Gecrge duke of Saxony, and others, were 
all ferved in the fame contemptuous ftrain, which deter- 
mined Luther to take up 2 different condudt with his 
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adverfaries, in which his bravery of foul was equat to alf 
their infolence. 

If we would know what was the ground of this won- 
derful man’s magnanimity, it cannot be better exprefied 
than it is by himéelf in a letter to Spalatinus, during the 
bufinefs of Aug/burgh: ** That kings, and princes, and 
*€ people, (fays he) rage againft Cbriff, the Lord’s 
© Anointed, 1 eftcem a good fign, and 2 much better one 
“© than if they flattered. For it follows upon this, that 
* he, who dwelleth in heaven, Jaughs them to fcorn. 
“¢ And if our Head laugh, I fee no reafon why we fhould 
“ weep before the faces of fuch beings. He does not 
** laugh for his own fake, but for our’s, that we, putting 
© the more truft in him, might defpife their empty de- 
** figns; of fo great need is faith, that the caufe and 
«© ground of it is not to be perceived without faith. He, 
“ who began this work, began it without our advice and 
“ contrivance; he hath hitherto protected it; and hath 
“ ordered the whole above and beyond our counfels and 
‘© imaginations. ° He alfo, I make no doubt, will carry 
“ on and complete the fame, without and above all our 
*¢ conceptions and cares. I know and am affured of this, 
“© for I reft the whole upon him, who is able to do above 

‘© all that we can afk or think. Yet our friend Philip 
“© Mélanéthon will contrive and defire, that God fhould 
“© work according to and within the compafs of his puny 
“© notions, that he may have fomewhat whereof to glory. 
* Certainly (he would fay) thus and thus it ought to be 
© done; and thus and thus would Ido it.’ But this is 
S© poor ftuff: * Thus I Philip would doit.’ ‘Chis (I} 
‘Is mighty flat, But hear how this reads; 1 AM 
« THAT I AM, this is his name JEHOVAH: nz, 
“ even HE, will do it.——But I have done. Be ftrong 
“ in the Lord, and exhort Melandhon from me, that he 
«© aim not to fit in God’s throne, but fight againft that 
* innate, that devilifhly implanted ambition of our’s, 
«© which would ufurp the place of God; for that am- 
“ bition will never further our caufe. It thruft Adam 
© and Eve out of paradife; and this alone perplexes us, 
«© and turns our fect from the way of peace. We mut 
“© be men, and not gods.” The proteftant champion 
knew full well where his ftrength lay—not.in himflf, 
but in his Sovereign. If deferted by is Covenant-head, 
he felt the deep conviction, that every reed might make 
-him, tremble, and every blaft of trial caft him down, 
He knew (to ufe the words of a jate writer) that at 
* . 
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* God changed from his purpofe of faving a man, when- 
*« ever the man, Jeft to his own will, would change from 
© the defire of being faved ; he muft renounce the ftrongeft 
* believer upon earth, in five minutes after he had com- 
« mitted him to himfelf.’*——But Luther had not so learned 
Chrift. 

Lee X. called “Fobn de Medicis, was cleéted pope on the 
eleventh of March, x 513; and ie is thought, that nothing 
contributed more to his elevation to the popedom, than 
his intrigues and connexions with ome diffolute women 
of great influence. He made a league with the emperor 
againit France, to recover the places which the French 
held in /taly, He took that affair fo much to heart, that 
having received the news of the misfortunes of the 
French, he died, it is faid, of mere joy: Not but there 
are writers who affirm, that he was poifoned. He died, 
on the fecond of December, 1521, in the forty-fixth year 
of his age, and the ninth of his pontificate. He might 
juftly be termed the fathcr of revived and reftored learn- 
ing, which claims from hiftory a tribute perhaps not due 
to his other virtues as a man, or to his piety as a prelate. 
His encouraging arts and fciences; his boundleds liber- 
ality to the poor, to wits, pocts, artifts, and men of 
letters, is what his apologifts have to oppote to abundance 
of fcandalous defeéts, and grievous faults in his charac- 
ter. Even the failings of his character were productive 
of fome public ufe ; for he feems to have had a contempt 
for the underftanding of other nations, which led him 
to trefpafs upon them too far in the matter of indule 
gences, and other ecclefiattical propofitions, that paved 
the way for the Reformation. 

After the death of Lea, the feveral factions of the con- 
clave terminated in the cleétion of Adrian VI. which 
highly difpleafed the people of Rome. He was born at 
Utrecht in 1459 ; and his father got his living by barge- 
making: But the univerfity of Lewvara fupplied his do- 
meftic indigence, and educated the fon, who made a 
great progrefs in all kinds of fciences, and was appointed 
preceptor to the archduke Charles in 1507. The new 
pope refufed to change his name: And in every thing 
expreffed his averfion to pomp and pleafures, He was 
thought fic to be raifed to the papacy, which had need, at 
that time, of a man learned in divinity, to oppofe Luther; 
and alfo af one capable of governing a ftate, becaufe of 

* See Hore Solitaria, or Efays upon the Names of Chrif,.' p. 379: 
Mathews, Strand, 

Diz the 


204 LUTHER, 


the troubles in /taly. But he thought it neceffary, in the 
place, to reform the difcipline of the church, and 
particularly the abufes of the court of Rome, which he 
obferved, and publicly acknowledged, in a very ftrong 
manner. He began with revoking ali the privileges 
ted to the Francifcans, by the promulgation of in- 
lulgences; Next, he aboli: part of the refervations, 
acceffions, regrefier, and fuch inventions, which were 
called the {nares of the court of Rome: And afterwards 
he attempted to reform the difcipline of the church; as 
alfo the manners of the clergy and laity: But his laud- 
able views were prevented by the cardinals, and priefts, 
who could not endure the ights of a Reformation, 
which was fo contrary to their intereft. Era/mus enter~ 
tained fome hopes, that his old friend and fchool-fellow, 
Adrian VI. would do fome good. The new pope de- 
plored the fad life of the clergy, and the corruption of 
morals which had appeared in fome popes: But his reign 
was fhort, and troublefome; which made him fay, te 
had more fatisfa€tion in governing a college of Lowvain, 
than in governing the whole Chriltian church. 

Luther was now at open war with the church of Rome, 
and wrote againft the excommunicsticn iflued by the 
pope: He alfo attacked the bithops, and ecclefiaftical 
princes, in a work, entitled, “* Againft the order, fulfely 
§¢ called, the order of bifhops.” And he exhorted the 
ftates of Bobemia to continue in their feparation from the 
Roman church. He wrote his rough anfwer to Henry VIII, 
in Latin, and afterwards tranflated it into German. Emfer 
wrote the life of Benno, bithop of Mifnia in the cleventh 
century, whofe principal merit was, that he had been a 
rebel and a traitor ; yet he was canonized by pope Adrian 
VIL. for his miracles. Luther wrote againff this canoni- 
zation, and treated Benno’s miracles as human frauds, or 
diabolical operations. Every thing co-operated with the 
decree of heaven, in fpreading the doctrines of Luther; 
and the fpiritual monarchy of Rome was on the brink of 
rain, . . 

“As the diet of Worms had not fettled the tranquillity of 
the empire, another diet was appointed by the emperor 
to be held at Nuremberg in November, 1522. The em- 
Ee ‘was not prefent, and his brother Ferdixand fupplied 

is place. The pope fent his nuncio, Cheregatus, to this 








flict ; with letters, in manner of a brief, to the princes; 
and inftru@tions how to proceed againft Luiher. The 
pope informed the dit, tat Lather contnued to ditt 
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and replenifh the world with new book: ; which grieved 
him the more, becaufe he was his countryman. He ex- 
horted the members to reluce Luther, and his adherents, 
toa coniormity of faith with the church: But, ¢ if this 
* peftif-rous canker c.mnot be cured with gentle medi- 
© cines, tharper falves muft be proved, and fiery {earings : 
* The putrified members mutt be cut off from the body, 
* left the found parts fhould be infeéted.’ Yet the 
nuncio was inftruéted to declare, * that God fuffered this 
* perfecution to be inflicted upon his church for the fins 
£ of men, cipecially of priefts and pre of the clergy.’ 
The cardinals ftrongly refented thele reflections caft 
upon them in fuch an aflembly ; and it is imagined that 
the life of Adrian wes thortened on that account. 

The dict anfwered the nuncio by writing, that they 
had not put the papal fentence, nor the imperial edict, into 
execution againit Luther, for fear of raifing civil commo- 
tions: But they particularly defired he would apply a 
remedy to the abutes and gricvances of which they would 
give him a memorial ; as this would be the only way to 
re-eftablifh peace and concord between the ecclefiafticat 
and fecular orders. Vhey thought it would be neceffary, 
as foon as poflible, to call a free council in Germany, to 
extirpate all errors and abufes: And that all controverfy 
fhould ceafe, till the determination of fuch a council 
fhould be known. The nuncio replicd, that the negli- 
gence which they had fhewn concerning Luther, wus 
offenfive to God, to the pope, the empcror, and the em- 
pire: That they fhould obferve the impcrial edi&, and 
alfo put in execution the decree of the council of La- 
teran, which inhibits the printing of any book about 
religious matters, without being licenfed by the ordinary. 

he diet, in the reign of Maximilian, propofed ten 
ievances againft the court of Rome: But this dict of 
Nuremberg fent one hundred heads of complaint, or 
prievances, to the pope; with a proteftation, that they 
neither could nor would endure fuch opprefiions and 
extortions. ‘Che principal of the centum gravamina were 
againft the great number of human conftitutions ; indul- 
gences ; ecclefiaftical caufes; collation of benefices; a 
nates; exemption of ecclefiaftics in criminal caufes; 
€xcommunication ; and many others which they referved 
to be propofed, when juftice was done them in thefe, 

This refolution of the diet was publifhed, on the fixth 
of March, 1523, in the form of an edi; but both the 
Papifts and Lutherans interpreted it in favor of ae 

j felves. 
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(elves. Luther continued to publifh feveral new traats, 
and undertook to compofe a new form of celebrating the 
communion in the church of Wittenberg. He would have 
none admitted to the communicn, but fuch as could give 
an account of their faith ; and who knew the nature, ufe, 
and benefit of the Lord’s Supper: He appointed, that 
both kinds fhould be given; and that thofe, who would 
take only in one, fhould have neither. 

Fodecus Clichtoveut, and Foannes Cachleus, anfwercd 
Luther ; againit whom, and the Reformation, the writings 
of Cochleus have been the fund of virulent abufe, for ail 
thofe who have flandered the Proteftant religion ever 
fince: Bue Luther anfwered, and confuted, both thefe 
antagonifts; as alfo two others, Joba Faber, afterwards 
bifhop of Vienna, and Conradus Cellinus, a Dominican, 
Luther was defirous of totally fuppreffing the monaftic 
orders, and wrote a book called, “* The common Trez- 
** fury,” for blending them with the public; which 
made his enemies fay, he fet himfelf up as a fupreme 
legiflator, and difpofer of the revenues of the church. 

Zuinglivs, at this time, was eftablithing his doétrinc in 
Switzerland: But differed from Luther in the doctrine of 
the facrament. Pope Adrian VI. died on the twenty- 
fourth of Ofetcr, 1523, in the fixty-fifth year of his age; 
without being able to reform the church. He was fuce 
ceeded by the cardinal Fulius de Medicis, who affumed the 
name of Glement V1]. “The new pope {ent cardinal Cam- 
pegius to the diet of Nuremberg, in February, 1524, when 
he had an audience of the affembly, and vainly endeavored 
to ftop their complaints by promifes. The dict declared 
for a free council, to allay the difputes of Luther: But 
the legate procured a private affembly to be held at 
Ratifoon_ in Fuly, where it was agreed, that the edict of 
Worms fhould be put into execution; and that thirty-five 
articles of certain conftitutions, made for the Reforma- 
tion of the German clergy in purfuance of the late com- 
plaints, fhould be publithed. The doétrines of Luther 
were generally favored by the imperial cities, whofe 
deputies held an affembly at Spires, and explained the 
decrees of Nuremberg in their favor, while the other 
fat at Ratifben. 

Luther expofed the contradi@ions in the two lait edits; 
and the popifh princes oppofed Lutheranifm, by putting 
thofe ediéts in execution. Luther was certainly right, in 
aflerting, that the edi@s of Nuremberg and Spires cone 
tradi€ted cach other: For if the edi@ of Worms, which 

condemned 
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condemned Luther as a heretic, was to be obeyed ; why 
fhould the diet of Nuremerg, which ordered that ediét to 
be executed, alfo order his books to be examined at 
Spires? And if an examination was to be made of his 
writings, why was he to be condemned as a heretic, be- 
fore fuch examination was made ? 

Luther publifhed a book ** Of the Duty and Dignity 
“© of the civil Magiltrate;” and wrote an elegy upon 






two Auguftine monks, who were burnt for Lutheranifir 
at Braféls. ‘Their names were Henry Vors, and ‘Fohn 
Efch. “Vhe greateit error they were accufed of, was, 


‘that men ought to truft only in God.’ ‘They fuffered 
with heroic conftancy ; and Luther compofed a hymn in 
their praife, which was fung in the reformed churches. 
The charitable catholics rejoiced at their death, and 
called them ¢ the devil’s martyrs:’ But Evafimes had the 
courage to declare his diflike of fuch barbarous and un- 
chriftian proceedings; and obferved, that the fufferings 
of thefe men had brought over multitudes to Luther- 
anifi. About this time Luther wrote a confolatory 
epiftlc to three noble ladies at Mifnia, who were banifhed 
from the duke of Saxeny’s court at Frieurg for reading 
his books. The difputes between Luther and Carolofla- 
dius increafed, and the latter retired from Wittenberg to 
Ortamunden, where he was followed by Luther, who 
acculed him of making innovations in thy public worfhip 
without the confent of the magiftrate; and the elector 
banifhed Carolefadius out of his dominions. He fettled 
at Strafburgh, where he pubjithed two books upon the 
Lord’s Supper, to maintain that ‘ the body of fefis 
“ Chriff is not in the facrament.” Zuinglini would not 
abfolutely condemn his opinion: But he cenfured his 
conduct, and rejected his interpretation, 

About this time, the Anubaptifts fprang up under 
Muncer and Stork, who were difcovered to be fanatics, 
and were banithed Saxony. A rebellion enfued, which 
the popith writers attribute to the rife of Luthcranifm : 
But it has been fully proved, that thefe tumults were 
oceafioned by grievances of a civil nature. “Ihe pea- 
fants refuled to pay obedience to their fuperiors, and 
defolated whole countries in a moft barbarous manner; 
but they were reduced, and rcturned to their duty, after 
more than one hundred thoufand of their affociates had 
been killed during this commotion, and thcir leaders had 
received the punifhment they deferved. Their principal 
tenets were thefe 5 

2 1. § That 
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+ 4..© That every man hath the fpirit. : 

2. © That the fpirit was nothing more than our nattiral 

* reafon and underftanding. 
- © That every man believes, or may believe, 

4- © That there is no hell to torment fouls, but that 
* the body only is condemned. 

§. * That every fou! hall be faved. 

6. * That we are taught by the law of nature to do to 
* others, as we would have them do to us; and that this 
© principle is all we arc to underftand by the term faith. 

9. © That we do not fin againft the law by concupit~ 
* cence, if in the will we do not follow that concupif- 
© cence. 

8. * That a man not having the holy Spirit hath no 
© fin; becaufe he is without reafon, which is only another 
* name for the holy Spirit. 

g- * That infants are not to be baptized. 

Fo. ¢ That all things are to be held in common.’ - 

Luther exerted himfelf againft thefe fanatical ples 
and fet forth a treatife, wherein he admonifhed them to 
Jay down their arms, and proved the neceffity of obeying 
their magiftrates. ‘Thefe Anabaptifts were enemies to 
popery, and a fcandal to the Reformation. The exhor~ 
tations of Luther on this occafion, both to the rebellious 
peafants, and to the tyrannical nobles, were excellent, 
and gave a high idea of his probity, plain-dealing, an 

od fenfe. Lutheranifm increafed, and was eftablithed 
in feveral cities, even before thefe feditions were fup- 
prefied in Germany. It was publicly profeifed by the 
elegtor of Saxony, the landgrave of Hele, and the duke 
of Branfwick. It was received at Strafburgh, Francforty 
Menta, and Cologne: And it prevailed in almoft all the 
fates of the empire, except in the hereditary countries 
fubje& to the emperor. 

rafass had been frequently folicited by the pope, 
and popith princes, to write againft Luther: But he 
avoided the difpute, till he was fufpected of being a 
Lutheran, and then he undertook to oppofe him, in « 
book entitled, ‘ A Diatribe, or Conference about Free- 
* will,’ againft the opinion of Luther concerning liberty, 
The Lutherans them(elves have rejected that opinion : 
But Luther and Erefmus were in the fame condition and 
fituation in one reipect: They had innumerable adver- 
faries, and for the moft pet extremely contemptible, 
Le Clere fuppofes that Luther was a Thomitt: But we 
find, that he abhorred Ariffctle, and defpifed the {chool- 
men 
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wen in general; particularly both the Thomifts and 
Scotifts. if he waa a favores of any fcholaftic fed, it 
was that of Occam, whom he efteemed. Therefore, a 
judicious divine thinks, that Luther fir received his 
dodtrine of predeftination from Auguffine, of whom he 
was a great admirer. Certain it is, that fcarce any man 
ever carried the doétrine of predeftination to greater 
lengths, or wrote more pofitively in defence of it®. If 


© Wimels hia book ds ferve arbitrie, written againt Erafaur, who 
had atracked the dofrine of predeftination, yh er faids 
« What can be more uflefs, than to publith this paradox to the 
“ world? namely, that whatever we do, is done, not by virtue of 
© gur own free-will, but in a way of necefity, dec. What a wide 
* gap docs the lication of this tenet open among men, for the 
« cornmiffion of all ungodlinefs! What wicked perfon will reform 
¢ his life? Who will dare to believe himflf a favourite of heaven? 
. Whe will fight = his on carer lnciemiom 1% ‘Therefore, 
‘ is either or lity, jin fe notions, 
® from whence fo many evils feem to flow !* ® 
Towhich, Lurser repliess “ If, my Brafwas, you confider thefe 
paradoxes (as you term them) to be no more than the inventions of 
mens why are you fo extravagantly heated on the occafion? In 
it cafe, your arguments effec not me: For there is no perfon, 
“ gow living in che world, who is a more avowed enemy to the doc- 
trines of men, than myfelf, But, if you believe the doétrines, in 
debate between us, to be (as indeed they are) the doctrines of Gods 
you muft have bid adiew to all fenfe of thame and decency, thus 
to oppofe them. I will not alk, Whither is the rapes: 
fled? but, which is much more important, Where, alas! are your 
4 Yzar and reverexce of the Deity, when you roundly declare, that 
‘ chia branch of truth, which has revealed from heaven, is, at 
« belt, sje, and unneceflary to be known? What! fhall the glo- 
* rious Crestor be fy by you his creature, what is fir to be 
* peeach'd, and what to be fapprefs'd? Is the adorable God fo 
defeRtive in wifdom and prudence, as net to know, till yew 
infrude him, what would be vieful, and what peri ? Or 
could not Hs, whole Dadestending fe infinite, forefee, previous to 
hia revelation of this do@trine, what would be the confeguences of 
«* his revealing it, till thofe confequences were pointed out by yew? 
You cannot, you dare not fay this. If, then, it wae the divine 
pleafere to make known thele things in bis word; and to did bis 
smeflengers publith them abroad, and leave the ences of their 
fo doing to the wifdom and provic ame they 
Speaks and whofe meffage declare; whe art thes, O Eraimus, 
thee, inf Ged, and fay, to the Almighty, What 
ied thea? &t. PAUL, of God, declares peremptorily, 
st Whom be sill be hardeacth And uguia, God suing to fray bis 
<* uwath, Re, And the Apoitle did not write this, to have it fifled 
among afew and buried in a corner; but wrote it to the 
© Chrifians st Remer Which was, in effet, bringing this doStrme 
** upon the tage of the whole world 5 Ramping an xafuer/ impri- 
‘© mater vpon its and publifting it to belicvers-st large, 1 mighout 
e 2 
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there ‘was any difference between Luther and the’ Fho> 
mifts of the church of Rome, it was this, that Luther 
{pake more fimply, fincerely, and openly than they ; oo 

e 


¢ the earth.—What can found harfher, in the uncircumcifed eats of 

* canal men, than ¢hofe words of Chrif, Many are called, but: few 

are chofen? and elfewhere, I know whem I have chofen. Now, 

thefe and fimilar affertiont of Chrif and bis Apoftles, are the very 

pofitions which et O Erafmus, Eewod 3 ufelefs and hurtful. 
fe 





rou objedt, If tbe/e things are £ ‘avbe will endeavour to amend bis 
Get Lantwers Without the Holy Ghoit, no man tak amend hia 
Bfe to porpofe. Reformation is but varnith'd hypocrify, untefs it 
proceed from grace. The ele& and truly pious ere amendéd by 
the Spirit of God: And thofe of mankind, who are not amended 
by Hin will perifh.--You afk, moreover, Whe will dare to be- 
bimfelf a favourite of heaven? Y anfwery Itis not in man’s 

“« own power to believe himfelf fuch, upon jut grounds, till he is 
enabled from above, But the Eleét thali be fo enabled: They 
thall believe themfelves to be what indeed they ate. As for the 
reft, who are not endu'd with faith, they thal] perith; raging and 
blafpheming, as you do now. But, fay you, Theft dedrines opem 
a door to ungodlizeft. I anfwer, Whatever door ti ley may open to 
«the impious and 4 yet, they open a door of righteoufnels 
4 to the ele@ and boty, and thow them the way to heaven, and the 
path of accefs unto God. Yet you would have us abflain from the 
amention of thefe grand do@rines, and leave our people in the dark, 
agto their cleétion of God: The confequence of which would be, 

© that every man would bolfter himfelf up with a delufive hope of a 
© fhare in that falvation, which is 'd to Hie open to alls and, 
* thus, genuine humility, and the ical fear of God, would be 
« kick'’d out of doors. ‘This would be 2 pretty way indeed of flapping 
« 4 the gap, Brafens complains oft Inttead of clofing up the door 
* licentioufnels, as is fly reread it would be, in fait, 
1 onesing a. gulp, into pol, od bel Stitt you urge, Where 
© ts either tl js OF utility of preaching predcftination ? bim- 
 felf teaches ity snd commands as to teach it s And that is anfwer 
enough. We are not to arraign the Deity, and bring the motives 
s« of his will to the telt of human {cratiny ; but Simply to revere hoth 
«* Him and It. He, who alone is all-wife and all-jut, can, in reality 
(however things appear to ws), do wrong to no man; neither can 
« he do any thing unwifely or rathly. And this confideration will 
falfice, to Silence all the objedtions of truly religious perfons. How. 
ever, let us, for argument's fake, go aftep farther. 1 will venture 
to affign, over and above, Teve very importasit reafons, why thefe 
dogtrines thould ‘be publicly tat 3 x. For the humility of our 
pride, and the manifeftation of divine grace. God hath affuredly 
is'd bis favour to the truly humble, By truly humble, F mean, 

thofe who are endu'd with repentance, and defpair of faving them- 
(elven: For a man can never be faid to be really peniteat and 
iil he is made to know that his falvation is not fuf- 
pended, in uny meafiire whatever, on his own ftrength, machi- 
Bations, endeavours, free-will, or works: But entirely depends on 
the free pleafure, purpofe, determination, and efficieacy of anothers 
even of God alone, Whilil a man ia perfuaded, chat he bas it 
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the abfolutely denied there was any fuch thing as free- 
will; whilft they admitted it in words. ‘This, perhaps, 
deceived Erafimus, who imagined he was only difputing 
againft Luther, whilft he was really difputing as much 
againit Zéomes Aquinas and his followers, as again{t the 
Reformers. To attack Luther upon the fingle point of 
liberty and neccffity, was, in an oblique and indirect 
ay, to allow him fuperior to his adverfaries in other 
refpedts. Erafnus very dextroufly and artfully chofe this 
point of difputation, that he might appear to the Ro. 
manifis to write againft Luther; and yet that he might 
peas cenfuring his other doctrines oppofite to the Roman 
church. 


Erafmus infifted, that the human will co-operates with 
the grace and affiftance of God ; and that a man fhould 
ufe all his endeavors to attain to perfection, He fhews 


in his power to contribute any thing, be it ever fo little, to his 
‘own falvation ; he remains in carnal confulence: He is not a felf- 
defpairer, and therefore he is not duly humbled befare Gail So. 
far from it, that he hopes fome favourable junéture or opportunity 
will offer, when be may be able to fend an helping hand to the 
bufinels of his falvation,—On the contrary, whoever is truly con= 
inced that the whole work depends fingly and ablolutcly on the 
ill of God, who alone ix the author ancl fusfber of falvatinn 5 foch 
a perfon defprics of all fef-afftance: Me renounces hie oven will 
and his own frength: He waits and prays for the operation of 
God: Nor waits and prays in vain, For the E/e@'s fake, therefore, 
thefe dugtrines are to be hd: That the chofen of God, being 
huenbled by the knowledge of his truths; (elf-empty'd, and fink, 
as it were, into nuthing in his prefence; may be faved in Chrif, 
with eternal glory. ‘This, then, is one inducement to the publi- 
cation of the dodtrine; that the penitent may be inade acquainted! 
with the promife of grace, plead it in prayer to God, and receive 
it as their own. 2. The wature of the Chriflian Jacth requires ite 
‘ait has to do with things not (een.—Arnil this is one of the highelt 
degrees of faith, Hedfaitly ta believe that Gor is infinitely mercyfisl, 
tho’ he faves (comparatively) but fev, and condemns fo many 5 
and that he is fridtly juf, tho’, of his own Will, he makes fach 
numbers of mankind neceflarily liable 10 damnation. Now, theie 
are fome of the unicen things, whereof faith is the evidence. 
Whereas, was it in my to chend them, or clearly to 
make out, bow God is hoth inviolably juit, and infinitely merciful, 
notwithftanding the difplay of wrath anc feeming ineyuality in bit 
selpedting the reprobate: faith would have little or 
do. But now, fince the! 
© comprehended by us, in the it ttate of imperfeftion 5 
* room for the exercife of faith. The truths, therefore, re 
© Predefination in all it’s branches, fhould be tausht and pu 
«They, no lefs than the other myfteries of Cheitian doftrinc, be 
proper objets of faith, on the part of God's people." Sez T'or- 
** Lady's Zanchius, p. 97, &c. 
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that man was created a free agent; but took a middlé 
way between thofe who deftroy free-will entirely, and 
thofe who attribute too much to it: He have 
fomething afcribed to it, but more to races 

Erafmus Sent his treatife againk Luther to the king of 
England, to Welfey, Werbam, and many more. Luther 
anfwered Erafmus in his book “ De ferve arbitrio” ; to 
which Erafmus replied in two books, entitled, Hyper- 
afifie. 
anther bad wrote 2 letter to Era/mxs, full of life, fire, 
and fpirit; which vexed him not 2 little. He begins in 
the apoftolical manner; ** Grace and peace to you from 
* the Lord Fefus.” After modeftly reproving him, for 
keeping fair with the papifts, he ys, “© We faw that 
* the had not conferred upon you the difcernment, 
*¢ courage, and refolution to join with us, and freely 
* and openly to oppofe thofe monfters ; and therefore we 
* dared not to exaét from you, that which greatly fur~ 
pester your ftrength and your capacity. We have even 
‘* borne with your weaknefs, and honoured that portion, 
“ of the gift of God which is in you.” Then having 
‘peftowed upon him his due praifes, as he had been the 
reviver of good literature, by means of which the holy 
{criptures had been read examined in the originals, 
he tells Erafinus, that he had with-held fome perfons from 
stteekiog him; and that he had reftrained himfelf, though 
provoked, ‘* What, fays he, can I do now? Things 
% are exafperated on both fides; and I could with, if it 
© were poffible, to act the part of a mediator between 
“ you, that they might ceafe to attack you with fuch 
 animofity, and ful r old age to reft in peace in 
“© the Lord, They \d thew their moderation towards 
** you fo much the more, fince our -affairs are advanced 
“* to fuch 2 point, that our caufe is in no peril, although 
* even Erofmns fhould attack it with all his might.” 
He defires of Brafmys, if he cannot or will not defend 
their fentiments, to let them alone; and concludes with 
a high compliment on his authority and reputation, 

vafmxs anfwered this letter, and {peaks ambiguoufl 

of the Lutheran doftrine. Luther yerote another ngaintt 
the afpife, wherein he accufes Krafnus of Arianifm. 
‘The Minorite brethren had faid, that © Erafmys laid the 
¢ , and Lsther hatched it:’ But, fa rafinns, * 1 
* laid a hen-egg, and Luther hath hatched a very different 
© bird.’ It is to be lamented that thefe two eminent men 
had any mifynderfanding ; as they had both ceneed 
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the holy fcriptures, and were both inclined for a Refor- 
mation in the church. £; 4 afterwards wrote fome 
other treatifes againit the Reformers: Yet he honeftly 
diffuaded the German princes from hanging and burnin 

the poor Lutherans; and declared him(clf againit the 
cruel and fanguinary methods of defending the caufe of 
Rome, The /talians thought him a Lutheran; and the 
Garman: called him a Romeaij?: But every man pafied 
for an heretic at Rome, who did not join in every article 
with the pope againft Luther. About this time, the 
yiolent and unhappy controverfy, concerning the cucha- 
rift, was excited among the proteftants. As many books 
‘were written upon the fubject 2s would load feveral wag 
gons; and were of no {mall harm to the Reformation; 
which, like the growth of the Roman commonwealth, 
Alourifhed in the midét of violent and continual divifions. 

Luther was this year occupied in tranflating the book 
of Fob, which he was inclined to think was wrote by 
Sclamon, He complained of the difficulty of the talk; and 
obferved, fomewhat jocofely, that ‘Fob chofe to fit on his 
dunghill, and to admit of no interpreters. 

Luther’s memorable proteftation, upon the article of 
juftification, muft ‘not Be omitted. “ 1 Martin Luther, 
‘¢ an unworthy preacher of the gofpcl of our Lord ‘fefus 
‘© Chri/t, thus profeis, and thus believe; that this article, 
“© THAT FAITH ALONS, WITHOUT WORKS, CAN JUS= 
“© piry BEFORE Gop, thal] never be overthrown neither 
© by the empcrer, nor by the Zuré, nor by the Tartar, 
“ nor by the Perfian, nor by the pope, with all his 
*¢ cardinals, bifhops, facrificers, monks, nuns, kings, 
S* princes, powers of the world, nor yct by all tl 
$¢ devils in Hell, This article thall ftand faft, whether 
“ they will or no. This is the true gofpel. tefes 
56 Chrift redeemed us from our fins, and he only. is 
*¢ moft firm and certain truth is the voice of {cripture, 
i fhowgh the world and all the devils rage and roar. 
ts If Chrif alone take away our fins, we cannot do this 
* with our works; and as it is impoffble to embrace 
§ Cbrift but by faith, it is, therefore, equally impoffihle 
“< to apprehend him by works. If then faith alone muft 
** apprehend Cbrif, before works can follew, the conclu- 
{© fion is irrefragable ; that faith alone apprehends him, 
*€ before and without the confideration oF works: And 
€ this is our juftification and deliverance from fin. Then, 
* and not till then, good works follow faith, as its ne- 
§* oeflary and infeparable fruit, This is the doétrine I 


* teach; 
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teach; and this the Holy Spirit and church of the 
ss Bathtal exe bated n this will T mer mea 
The ju nt is great man, upon ls and 
goancile: is very remarkable: * I do not think it (faye 
“ he) very fafe to call a council of our friends, for the 
§ fettlement of a unity in ceremonies; for it will occa- 
‘ fion a bad example, though it be attempted with the 
© beft zeal, as all councils of the church from the be- 
‘© ginning may ferve to thew us. Thus, as in the 
“ fynod of th¢ apofties, matters of ation and tradition 
s¢ were much more treated of than matters of faith; fo, 
“in fucceeding councils, were opinions and queftions 
“¢ always agitated, without entering upon faith; for 
«* which reafons I have a greater fufpicion and detefy 
“¢ tation of the very fhadow of a council, than I have 
“ of free-will itfelf. 1f one church will not follow 
« another in thofe external things, what need is there 
“ to compel it by the decrees of councils, which foon 
* are perverted into inftitutions and traps for the in- 
* tany Senent of fouls? Let one church, therefore, be 
S© at Itherty either to follow or not to follow another ; 
“© principal y regarding, above al} indifferent circum~ 
‘© itances, the unity of the fpirit, founded upon ong 
‘© common faith in the word of God ; which being main- 
“ tained, the difference of outward rites is only to be 
5* confidered as a difference in the flefh and the elements 
“© of the world.”—It would be happy fcr the caufe of 
Chriftianity, if ail its profeffors were like-minded, and 
it would {ave the gofpel much of that reproach, which 
infidels in all ages, upon this very account, have caft 

upon it, i 
Lutber laid afide the friar’s habit in OGober, 1524; and 
married. Catharine de Bore, a lady of noble defcent, who, 
with eight other nuns, was taken out of the nunnery at 
Nimptfcben in 1523, and carried to Wittenberg, by Lee- 
nard Coppen, of Torgax. Luther vindicated that aétion, 
and intended to marry Casharine to Glacius minifter of 
Ortamunden, whofe perfon fhe difliked; and fo Luther 
married her himfelf, on the 13th of Fune,1525, without 
confulting his friends: But Luther fays, he took 2 wift 
in obedience to his father’s command. Zwuther was then 
forty-two, and his wife was twenty-fix. He was fo far 
from being afhamed of entering into the holy ftate of 
matrimony, that he exhorted the eleGor of Meatz, and 
the grand mafter of the Teutonic order, to follow his 
example; which was done by the latter, notwithitanding 
: : : the 
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the cenfure of the Romanif:. This grand matter was 
Albert mi we of Brandenbursh, for whom that part of 
Pruffe which belonged to the Tetitonic order was formed 
into 2 fecular duchy. He embraced the Lutheran reli- 
ion, renounced his vow of celibacy, and married Anna 
Sharia of Brunfwick. He afterwards conformed to the 
Augfourg confethon, and founded an univerfity at Koning{- 
berg, in 1544, that the proreftant religion might be in+ 
troduced and eftablithed in Praja, and all the profeffors 
were to be Lutherans. In thofe times, marriage foon 
‘became a recommendation among the Reformers, and was 
@ certain proof that they had abjured popery; for if 2 
conyerted clergyman did not marry, he caufed a fufpicion 
that he had not renounced the doctrine of celibacy. 

Luther was very fond of his wife, and ufcd to call her 
his Catharine. She was handfome and modeft: Luther 
did not pretend fhe was without faults, but he belicved 
fhe was lefs faulty than other women; and when fhe had 
borne him a fon a little after, he fuid he would not 
change his condition for that of Crafus. He was heard 
to fay, that he would not exchange his wife for the 
kingdom of France, nor for the riches of the Venetians 5 
becaufe the had been given him by God, at a time when 
he implored the affiftance of the Holy Ghoft in findin: 
2 good wife; and had ftrictly regarded her conjuys 
fidelity. Buc he profeffed himfelf, that one great reafon 
which induced him to marry was, to give an example 
of the doétrine he preached againtt celibacy, and to fhewy 
that he was not afraid or afhamed to do him(clf, what he 
exhorted and enjoined in others, 

Erafmus {ent word to Nicholas Eucrard, prefident of 
the court of Holland, that the Lutheran tragedy would 
end, like the quarrels of princes, in matrimony. He 
fays, ¢ If the common ftory be true, that antichrift 
* fhall be born of a monk and a nun, as they pretend, 
* how many thoufands of antichrifts are there in the 
* world already ? I was in hopes that a wife would have 
“ made Luther a little tamer: But he has publithed a book 
* againft me more virulent than ever.’ Erafmus was not 
well inftruéted in this affair, or he was too pronc to give 
eredit to the fcandal which was publifhed againit Luther. 

Luther had anfwered the king of England in a rouzh way, 
and was now perfuaded by his friends to write hima very 
humble letter, with fome that his majefty would favor 
the Reformation. Henry retarned him avery haughty and 
churlith anfwer: Upon which Luther, (as we have ob« 

3 ferved) 
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ferved) who bad too nnich fpirit to bear affronte even frou 
crowned heads, declared publicly that he was very forry 
for having demeaned hi fo far: And that he would 
ever oe shrew a any civilities and Aveieane 
upon = cardi Cajetan 1» prince George of 
Baxony, or Bras, who had all paid bis Housley with 
infults. The king of England was chiefly angry, becaufe 
Luther bad faid, that his book upon the facrament was 
made by another, and put out in his name. Luther be» 
Jieved it was written by Ler, who was a zealous Thomift, 
and had been engaged in difputes with Erafmus, and was 
afterwards made archbifhop of York: Therefore, Luther 
wrote another book, entitled, *¢ An anfwer to the abu- 
«6 five and flanderous book of the king of England.” 
None fufpe& the king wanted learning for fach a defign: 
« But it is probable fome other gardener gathered the 
© flowers, though kin had the honour .to wear 
® the pofie, carrying the credit in the title thereof.” The 
king was affifted by bithop Fifer and Sir Thomas Mores 
in return for which, he afterwards cut off their heads, 

The difturbances in Germany increafed every day, and 
the emperor called another diet, which was held at Spires 
on the twenty-fifth of Fune, 1526. Ferdinand, and fix 
other deputies, ated for the emperor, and were for exe- 
cuting the edi& of Worms: But the elector of Saxony, 
and landgrave of Hef, were for holding a general coun- 
cil, and laid the foundation of an union for the defence 
of thofe who followed the new doétrine. The emperor 
had a quarrel with the who entered into a league 
againft him with the French king, and che Venetian rea 
public. Charles V. told Clement V1. be would appeal to 
a council, and vindicate himfelf. The next yeat 
his troops invaded Jtaly, plundered Rome, and took the 
pope prifoner, who was obliged to fubmit to fome hard 
conditions before he was fet at liberty. 

A motion was made in the at Rome to tempt 
Luther with a great {um of money, and buy him off from 
orpofing ery: But one of the cardinals cried out, 
«Hem | Germana illa biftia non curat antrum, fed euran.’ 

The difputes between the Lutherans and Zuinglians, 
about the facrament, continued till the emperor afflembled 
another diet at Spires in March, 1529, when tong and 
‘warm debates were held about religion. The Romenifir 
again infifted, that the ban thould be executed upon the 

utherans; which was oppofed by the eledtors of Saxeny 
and Brandsaburgh, the dukes of rf, the lntgnre 
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of Hef, and the prince of Antalt, who declared aguin for 
acouncil, either general or national. But the Romanifs 
prevailed, and confirmed the decree of che former dict of 
Spires ; againft which the Lutheran princes, and fourteen 
cities, joined if 2 formal proteft, whereby they appealed, 
from all that fhould be done, to the emperor, a future 
council, or to unfulpedted judges; and accordingly they 
fent deputies to the en.peror, with a petition that this 
decree might be revoked. This was the remarkable pro- 
teftation, which gave the name of ProTesTants to the 
Lutherans in Germany. The protefters acted with fo 
much fteadinefs and refolution, that the emperor was 
much ftartled at it, and determined to ufe moderation 
for the prefent, 

The fame ycar, the landgrave of Hrffé brought Luther 
and Zuinglins to a conference at Marpurg,; when the 
Lutherans produced fuch articles as they objected againft 
in the doétrine of the Zuinglians. After fome debates, 
articles were drawn up, in which they agreed about the 
Trinity, original fin, juttification by faith, the efficacy 
of baptifm, and the authority of the magiftrates: But 
they difagreed about the facrament, in the fenfe and 
meaning of the words; though they affented, that the 
communion fhould be adminiftered in both kinds; and 
they denied tranfubftantiation, as alfo the facrifice of the 
mats. 

At this time, Solyman the Magnificent invaded Ger- 
many, and beficged Vienna: But foon retired with great 
lofs, The emperor Charls returned to Germany, and 
appointed another diet to be held at Aug/burg, which was 
opened on the twentieth of Fume, 1530. 1k was given 
out, that the empcror would tread the gofpellers under 
his feet; which made the proteftant princes inclined to 
meet him in arms: But Luther prevailed on them to meet 
in peace. The princes appointed Luther, Molantthen, Fujtes 
Jonas, and Pomeran, to draw up their form of doétrinc, 
to lay before the diet, where Luther was too obnoxious 
to appear, and was left in the caftle of Coburg, near at 
hand, that he might be confulted on occafion. Erafmus 
execufed himfelf From appearing at this diet, becaufe he 
knew upon whofe judgement the emperor relied; upon 
divines, in whofe opinion whofoever thould dare to open 
his mouth in favor of piety, was a Lutheran, and worle 
than a Lutheran. 

‘The imperial chancellor opened the diet by declaring, 
fhat the emperor bad jumsmoned) . this adombly, that every 

ome 
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one might confult upon fuch propofitions as fhould be 
made, and offer in writing what he thought convenient, 
concerning religion. The proteftant princes petitioned 
the emperor to permit their confeffion of faith to be read 
in a full dict, which he refufed; but granted them leave 
to read it in his prefence before a fpecial affembly of 
princes, and other members of the empire. This con- 
feffion of faith, which was afterwards called, * The 
* AvcspurG Conression,’ was delivered to his impe- 
rial majefty both in Latin and German, with the authority 
whereon each article was founded. It was figned by 
the eledtor of Saxcay; George margrave of Brandenburgh ; 
Zint and Francis, dukes of Brunfwick and Lunenberg ; 
rig landgrave of Hoff, and the princes of Anhalt; as 
alfo by the Teputies of Nuremberg and Ruthlingen. 

‘The emperor fhed tears when this confeffion was read; 
which were doubtlefs owing to the truth of the doctrines 
contained in it, and the moderation that Melanéthen had 
fhewn in revifing the whole. It was divided into two 
parts: The one contained twenty one articles upon the 
principal points of religion: And the othcr was con~ 
cerning the ceremonics of the church, The emperor 
difmiffed the affembly, when they had heard the confef- 
fion; and the Romanifis agreed to draw up a confutation 
of it, which was undertook by Faber, Eckius, Cochlaus, 
Conradus de Wimpina, Conradus Collinus, and other popifh 
divines, who examined the proteftants confeffion of faith 
Step by ftep, and anfwered all the articles ; fome of which 
‘were approved, and others condemned ; but fome were 
partly received, and partly rejected, as will be feen in 
the life of Adelanéthon. 

Luther, in his retirement, was not a little afraid to 
what lengths the pacific (pirit of Adclanéthon might incuce 
him to, yield to the papifts, and therefore wrote to him 
to be careful of what conceffions he fhould muke them; 
© for (fays ha they will take them in the large, the 
« Jarger, and lar, fenfe, but hold their own in the 
“ firiG, ftriGer, and ftriGteft. In thort, I have but a 
“© fmall opinion of this projeéted concord in doétrine: 
“T believe it truly impoffible, unlefs the pope will 
© renounce his popedom.” With regard to the Romijb 
confutation of the proteftant articles, he fuid; ** I 
* thank God, who faffered our adverfarics to compofe 
‘© fo wretched a confutation. Cihrif? will reign for- 
“ ever. Let the devils, if they will, turn monks and 
“ nuns; for truly no fhape would better become pen 

than 
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% than that, in which they have fo fong held forth 
© themfelves, for the adoration of the world.” 

This confutation, however, was read before the diet, 
and the Romanifis faid they hoped the proteftants would 
return to the communion of the church, as they agreed 
in feveral points which had been formerly contcfted. 
‘The clector of Saxony aniwered, that the protcitants 
were always ready to come to an union in religion, ii 
any thing’ which was not prejudicial to their confciences. 
In confequence of this, the Ry appointed feven- 
teen perfons to treat about religion with the proteftants ; 
and this conference was held at 4ugfburg on the feventh 
of Augujt. ‘The popith deputies faid, that Luther would 
not fubmit to the judgement of a council: But the 
protcttants declared, they would refer themfclves to the 
determination of a council, to which they appealed; and 
alfo prefented to the empcror an apology for their con 
feffion, which put an end to the dict at Zuc/oure, and the 
proteftant princes returned home in Oéfcber, without an. 
accommodation with the Romanifts. 

The facramentarians alfo prefented their confeffion of 
faith to the emperor at this diet; which was drawn up 
by Bucer and Capito: But this confeffion was more un- 
acceptable than that of the Lutherans, and was anfwered 
by Faber and Eckins; in confequence of which, the em- 
peror commanded the Zuinglians to renounce their crrors, 
and threatened to compel them by his authority, if they 
refufed, 

A fymbolical reprefentation was exhibited before the 
emperor and his brother Ferdinand at Augfrarg, when the 
Lutherans prefented their conteffion of faith to that af 
fembly. As the princes were at table, a company of 
perfuns offered to act a {mall comedy for the entertain- 
ment of the company. ‘They were ordcred to begin; and 
firft entered a man in the drefs of a doctor, who brought 
a large quantity of {mall wood, of ftraight and crooked 
billets, and aid it on the middle of the hearth and re- 
tired: On his back was written the name of Reuchlin, 
When this actor went off, another entered, apparelled 
alfo like a dogtor, wio attempted to make faggots of the 
wood, and to fit the crooked to the ftraight ; but having 
Tabored long to no purpofe, he went away out of humour, 
and fhaking his head: On his back appeared th: name 
of Erafmus, A third, drefied like an Auguftinian monk, 
‘came in with a chafing-difh full of firc, gathcred up the 
crooked wood, clapped it upon the Gre, and blew till he 
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made it burn, and went away, having upon his frock 
the name of Lutuer. A fourth entered dreffed like an 
-emperor, who, feeing the crooked wood all on fire, feemed 
much concerned, and to put it out drew his fword, and 
poked the fire with it, which only made it burn the 
brifker: On his back was written Charles V. Lattly, a 
fifth entered, in his pontifical habit and triple-crown, 
who feemed extremely furprized to fee the crooked billets 
all on fire, and by his countenance and attitude betrayed 
exceflive grief: then looking about on every fide, to fee 
if he could find any water to extinguifh the flame, he 
caft his eyes on two bottles in a corner of the room, one 
of which ‘was full of oil, and the other of water; and in 
his hurry, he unfortunately feized on the oil, and poured 
it upon the fire, which made it blaze fo violently that he 
was forced to walk off: On his back was written Leo X. 
This farce wanted no commentary. 

Luther wrote fome books againit popery, during the 
fitting of the diet ; particularly a treatife upon the fecond 
Pfalm, in which he applied to the princes met at Aue/- 
bares what was faid in that Pfa/m concerning the afiemb!y 
an confpitacy of the princes of the world againtt Fefus 
Chrifi, ‘Theemperor procured a decree in the diet, which 
allowed the proteftant princes till the fifteenth of April 
following, to confult about their fubmiffion to it; and 
his imperial majefty promifed to iffue out his fummons 
for a council to begin the next year. The proteftant 
princes remained firm to their confeffion of faith, and the 
emperor publifhed the decree of the dict on the fixteenth 
of November, which ordered, that no altcrations or inno- 
vations fhould be made in the faith or religious worthip 
of the church ; and that none fhould be admitted to the 
i ial chamber, who difobeyed this decree. 

he ele€tor of Saxeny was fummoned by the emperor 
‘to be prefent at Cologne, on the twenty-ninth of December, 
at the election of Ferdinand to be king of the Remans: 
But the ele&tor appointed the other proteftant princes to 
meet him at Smalkald, on the twenty-fecond of the fame 
month, where they entered into a confederacy to defend 
themfelves againft the emperor and the Remanifis, who 
‘were determined to put the decree, made at the diet of 
Augflure, rigoroufly into execution. 

he court of Rome was difturbed at what had 
been tranfadted at the diet at Augfburg, and the pope 
employed his nuncios to diffuade the emperor from hold. 
Ang a counci); But the emperor urged the neceflity of 
. 2 it; 
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it; and the pope, on the firt of December, 1530, wrote 
acircular letter to all the Chriftian princes, informing 
them, that a council fhould be held, and defiring them 
to countenance fo holy 2 caufe by their perfonal attend- 
ance. The proteftant princes alfo wrote circular letters 
to the European fovercigns, and particularly to the kings 
of England and France, requefting their intereft and pro- 
teftion in obtaining a Reformation, which had been at- 
tempted by Feb Calet in Engiand, by Fohn Gerfon and 
Nicholas Clenangis in France, and b Lather in Germany. 
‘The kings of England and France, declared for a general 
council, peace, and Reformation; which encouraged 
the confederate princes to meet again at Smalfald on the 
twenty-ninth of March, 1531, when they renewed their 
league ; and Luther compofed a treatife apainit the dict 
of Aug/burg, to prove that it was lawful to refift the 
magiftrates, if they commanded any perfons to alfault 
thofe who would not fubmit to the decree, 

The proteflant princes held another affembly at Franc- 
fort on the fourth of Fuly; and the emperor, on the thir- 
teenth of Fuly, 1532, by the treaty of Nurnberg. agreed 
thst all the difputes concerning religion thould ceafe, 
until a free general council was held, which was to be 
within a year, The proteftants infifted, that no inno- 
vation in doétrine fhould be made from their confeffion, 
nor any ceremonies introduced contrary thereto; which 
‘was granted by the emperor, and the prosettant princes 
agreed to affift him in the war againft the Tarts, 

Thecledtor of Saxony died in Augu/f, and was fuceceded 
by his fon ‘Ycha Frederie in his dominions, and zeal for 
the proteftant caufe. The fent his nuncin, in ‘fa- 
nuary, 1531, to the new elector, to fettl: with him the 
conditions of holding a council: And the proteftant 
princes met upon this occafion at Swzaltald, on the twen- 
ty-fourth of ‘Func, when they delired that the council 
might be free, and be held in Germany, where thefe dif- 
ferences in religen firft began: But the pope refuled to 
comply with their requeft, 

Luther diffuaded the elector of Saxony from making an 
alliance with the Switsers, and perfifted to unite more 
zealoufly than ever againft the facramentarians: But 
Bucer undertook to reconcile the Luiuers. and Zuing- 
Tians. Luther met Bucer and Capite at Wittenberg, on 
the Seventy: feront of Afay, 1536, when they entered into 
a long debate upon their faith and doétrine concerniny 
the facrament; and they delivered to Luther the confel- 
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fion of faith of the churches of Switzerland; but they 
could not agree in their articles of the form of union about 
the facrament. Luther explained himfclf concerning the 
Lord’s Supper, by faying, be had never taught that 7e/us 
Chrift camc down from heaven to the earth, cither vifible 
or invifible; and that he left it to the almighty power 
of God to effet how the body and blood of Chrif? are 
offered in the Lord's Supper, keeping himfelf entirely 
clofe to the words of the feripture, This is my body, this 
ts my blood. He obferved, that as they could not under- 
ftand cach other, it was convenient they fhould be friends, 
and entertain a good opinion reciprocally of themfelves, 
till the fpirie of contention fhould ceafe among them; 
and fo he committed to the care of Bucer and Capito to 
finith what they had begun. 

About the beginning of the 1527, Luther was 
attacked by a very fevere iinet, which brought him 
near to his grave. He applied himfelf to prayer, made 
a. confeflion of his faith, and lamented grievoufly his 
unworthinefs of martyrdom, which he had fo often and 
fo ardently defired. “In this fituation he made a will, 
for’he hada fon and his wife was again with child, in 
which he recommended his family to the care of heaven : 
* Lord God, fays he, I thank thee, that thou wouldeft 
have me poor on earth and a beggar. I have neither 
‘houfe, nor land, nor poffeffions, nor money, to leave, 

‘Thou haft given me a wife and children: ‘Take them, 
*¢ T befeech thee, under thy care and preferve them, a5 
© thou haft preferved me.” He bequeathed his detef- 
tation of popery to his friends and brethren; agreeably 
to what he cften ufed to fay, * Pefiis eram vivus, moriens 
&¢ cra mors tua, papa”; i. c. Living, I was the plague of 
the pope; and dying, I fhall be his death. 

Luther, from about this period, having Izid the great 
foundation of the Reformation, was chiefly employed in 
raifing and completing the fuperftructure. The remain- 
der of his life was fpent, in exhorting princes, ftates, 
and univerfities, to confirm the great work, which had 
been brought about through him; and in publifhing from 
time to time fuch writings, as might encourage, dire, 
and aft them in doing it. The emperor threatened 
temporal punifhment with armics; and the pope eternal 
pains with bulls and curfes; but Lusher, armed with the 
intrepidity of grace, over and above his own courageous 
nature, regarded neither the one nor the other. His 
friend and affftant MelanGben could not be fo anciliseen 
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for Melanéhon had a great deal of foftnefs, moderation 
and diffidence in his conftitution, which made him very 
uneafy and alarmed at thefe formidable ap) 
Hence we find many of Luther’s letters were v 
purpole to comfort him under thefe an: 
*« he, in one of thefe letters) much wes an you ta 
“ private conflicts, if I may calf thofe conflicts private, 
«¢ which I have with the devil ; but yor sre much weaker 
than me in public. You are all diftruft in the public 
“© caufe; I, on the contrary, am very confident; beeaufe 
* T know it is a jutt and true caufe, the caufe of God 
“© and of Chrift, which nced not tremble or be abafhed. 
«© But the cafe is different with me in my private con- 
 flicts, fecling myfelfa moll miferable finner, and there- 
* fore have great reufon wo look paleand tremble. Upon 
S© this account it is, that } can be almoft an indifferent 
§ fpcétater amidst atl the noify threats snd bully 
«© the papifts; for if we fall, the kingdom of Chri 
«with us: And if it fhould fall, [ had rather fall with 
S¢ Chriff than ftand with Cefar.” So again a little far- 
ther: “ You, Méelunciben, cannot bear thefe diforders, 
*6 and labour to have things tranfadted by reafon, and 
*¢ agreeably to that fpirit of calmucfs and moderation, 
<¢ which your philofophy diates. You might as well 
“© attempt cum ratisne infanire, to be mad with reafon, 
€ Don't you fee, that the matter is catirely out of your 
*© power and management, and that even Cari? hinielf 
“ forbids your meafures to take plaice? [f the canfe be 
“ bad, indeed; fet us renounce But if it be pood ; 
“© why do we make God a fiat, who h promifcd to 
** fupport us? Joes he make his promifes to the wind, 
“ or to his people?” 

About the year 1533, he had a terrible controverfy 
with George duke of Saxony, who had fuch an averfion to 
Luther’s doctrine, that he obliged fubj-cls lo take an 
oath, that they would never embrace However, fixty 
or feventy citizens of / eipfic were found to have deviated 
alittle from the catholic way, in feme point or other 5 
and they were known previouliy to have confulted Luther 
upon it: Upon which duke Grerge complained to the 
clettor Fokn, that Luther had not only abufed his perfon, 
but alfo preached up rebellion among his fubjeéts. The 
elector ordered Luther to be acquainted with this, and to 
be told at the fame time, that if he did not clear himfclf 
from the charge, he could not poffibly efcape punifhment. 
But Luther cafily refutcd the accufation by proving, An 
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he had been fo far from ftirring up his fubjc&s againft 
him, on the fcore of religion, that, on the contrary he 
had exhorted them rather to undergo the greateft hard- 
fhips, and even fuffer themfelves to be banithed. Indeed, 
4t appears from all his condué& and writings, that no 
man more abhorred that impious principle of fubverting 
kingdoms and ftates, under a pretence of advancing the 
cauie of God or his gofpel. The Almighty is furely 
able to effe& his own will in this cafe; And it is the 
duty of Chriftians to fuffer and obey it. 

In this year, 1533, Luther wrote a confolatory letter to 
the citizens of Ofchatz, who had becn banifhed for the 
gofpel; in which letter he ufes thefe words ; «* The devil 
“is the hoft in the world; and the world is his inn, 
«© Go where you will in the world, you will be fure to 
*¢ find this ugly hoft walking up and down in it.” 

In the year 1534, he printed, and in the next year 
publifhed, ‘his tranflation of the bible into German; in 
which latter year, he began publicly to preach upon the 
book of Genefis, which tafk he ended with his life, as he 
is faid to have foretold. 

In the year 1538, arofe the vile fect of the Antino- 
mians, who taught that it mattered not how wicked a 
gman was, if he had but faith, The principal perfon 
‘amongft them was Foannes Ifebius Agricola. Luther had 
the honor not only of confuting, but of convertin; 
he man, and of bringing him back to his fenfes and 

is duty. 

In the year 1540, Luther printed and prefaced the 
confellion of Robert Barnes, his intimate friend, and a 
learned divine, who was burnt this year at London for the 
gofpel. They became acquainted rou th Barnes’s com- 
Ing to Wittenberg about bufinefs of king Henry the 
Eighth's divorce. 

ather was continually baited at by 2 world of furies; 

and he was particularly fet up by providence to effect 4 
Reformation. He publi feventy-five propofitions 
ainft the divines of Louvain; and alfo a fhort confeffion 

of faith; after which he was fent for to his native 
country, to compofe a difference between the counts of 
Mansfeld. He preached his laf fermon at Wittenberg on 
the feventeenth of fmm 1546; and, on the twenty~ 
third, fet out for [feben, where he was honorably enter- 
tained by the count, who efcorted him to his apartments 
.with one hundred horfe. Luther attended the bufinefs 
upon which he came from the twenty-ninth of Fanuary, 
: te 
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to the feventeenth of February, when he fickened 2 little 
before fupper of his ufual illnefs. This was an op~ 
preffion of humors in the opening of the ftomach, with 
which Melanéthon, who was with him, had feen him fre- 
quently affiéted. His pain increafed, and he went to 
bed, where he flept till midnight, when he awaked in 
fuch anguifh that he found his life was near at an end, 
He then prayed in thefe words: ‘* I pray God to pre- 
“© ferve the Jodtrine of his gofpel among us; for the 
“© pope and the council of Trent have gricvous things in 
hand.” After which, he faid; ‘* O heavenly Father, 
“© my gracious God, and Father of our Lord Fefzs Chrifty 
“© thou God of all confolation, I give thee hearty thanks, 
that thou haft revealed to me thy Son Fefus Chri/f, 
whom I believe, whom 1 profefs, whom [ fove, whom 
I glorify, and whom the pope and the multitude of 
the wicked do perfecute and difhonor.—I befeech thet, 
Lord Fefus Chrit, receive my foul. O my heavenly 
Father, though [ be taken out of this life, and mult 
*© Jay down this frail body; yet I certainly know, that 
© E fhall live with thee eternally, and that [ cannot be 
“ taken out of thy hands. God fo loved the world, Ses 
‘¢ Lord, I render up any fpirit inte thy hands, and come 
“to thee. Lord, into thy hands ] commend my fpivit: 
*© Thou, O God of truth, hafk redeemed me!” Albert 
count of Mansfield, Melanéthon, Jujlus Jonas, and fevera) 
other friends, attended him in bis laf moments, joining 
him in prayer, that God would preferve the doctrine af 
his gotpel among them. A/vlanéthen fays of 1. > that 
having frequently repeated his prayers, he was 
God, * unto whom he fo faithfully commended his fpirit, 
* to cnjoy, no doubt, the bleffed focicty of the patriarchs, 
© prophets, and apoftles, in the kingdom of God the Fa- 
© ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoit.’ 

Luther died on the cightcenth of Felruarys 1546, in the 
fixty-fourth year of his age. A thoufand fables have 
been invented. concerning his death; nor would his ene- 
mies forbear publitfhing lies on this fubjcét long after he 
had left this world. Some have faid, that he died fud- 
denly ; others that he killed himfelf; and fome have im- 
pudently proceeded fo far as to give out that he was 
taken away by the devi]. Nor are they people of mean 

gure or credit, who ven: thefe calumnies, but the moft 
famous writers, as Cechleus, Beffaws, Bozius, Fabianus, 
Fufiinian, and Bellarmine, This, fays Bayle, refleé&s on 
the whole body of popery; for fuch fables ought not to 
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pafs the prefs. Father Maimbourg has rejected all thefe 
foolith ftories; but he has been miftaken in 2 notable 
fadt. Speaking of Luther, he fays, the elector of Saxony 
caufed his body to be conveyed with a moft magnificent 
pomp to itrenberg, where he ere&ted for him a monu- 
fnent of white marble, furrounded with the fkatues of 
the twelve apoftles, as if he had been the thirteenth, 
with refpe& to Germany. He was honorably interred 
at Wittenberg: But Seckendorf has fhewn that no fuch 
fatucs were placed round his tomb. _ 

‘The virulent partizans of the church of Rome tell us, 
that Luther was not only no divine, but even an out- 
rageous enemy and calumniator of all kinds of fcience; 
and that he committed grofs, ftupid, and abominable 
errors againft the principles of divinity and philofophy. 
‘They accufe him of having confeffed, that after ftrug- 

ling for ten years together with his confcience, he at 
aft Bicone a perfect matter of it, and fell into Atheifm: 
And add, that he frequently faid, he would renounce his 
jortion in heaven, provided God would allow him a plea- 
it life for ahundred years upon carth. And Jett we 
fthould wonder, that fo monftrous and fuch unheard-of 
impiety fhould be found in a mere human creature, they 
make no feruple to fay, that an Incubus begat him, 
Thefe, and many more fuch fcandalous imputations, Mr. 
Bayle has been at the Bains to colle, under the article 
Lurner, in his dictionary; and has treated’ them 
with all the contempt and juft indignation they deferve. 
But let us leave thefe impotent railers, and attend a little 
to more equitable judges. Luther, fays Mr. Warton, im 
his appendix to'Dr. Caves Hiforia Literaria, was a man 
* of prodigious fagacity and acutenefs, very warm, and 
* formed for great undertakings; being a man, if ever 
© there was one, whom nothing could daunt or intimi-~ 
* date. When the caufe of religion was concerned, he 
* never regarded whofe love he was likely to gain, or 
© whofe difpleafure to incur. He treated the pope’s 
© bulls, and the emperor’s edi€ts, juft alike; that is, he 
« heartily defpifed both, In the mean time, it muft be 
“ owned, that Luther oftcn gave a greater loofe to his 
* paffions than he ought, and did not in his writings pay 
* that deference to crowned heads which it is always 
“© neceffary to pay: But every man has his foible, and 
* this was Luther's. However, he was very diligent in 
-8 his application to letters, and very learned, confidering. 
© the times he lived in, His chief purfuit was in the 
3 . © ftudy 
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§ ftudy of the {criptures, upon a great part of which he 
“ wrote commentaries. He reformed the Chri teli- 
* gion from many errors and fuperftitions, with which 
# it had been long corrupted; and reduced it, as well as 
“he could, to its primitive purity. If in fome places 
* he appears not quite fo orthodox, we muft impute it 
to the times, and not to him; for it is no wonder, that 
one who attempts to cleanfe (uch a itable of dugens as 
the church of Rome, fhould not cfcape free fron: {pots 
and blemithes, He kept primitive antiquity conttantly 
before his eyes, as his guide and rule; and, as Erafinus 
has obferved, many things are condeinned as heictical 
in the writings of Luthery which are thonght very ore 
thodox and pious in the books of Augustine and Ber- 
nard. Erafmus alo fays, that Luther wrote man 
things rather imprudently than impicully. His flile 
was rough and harfh, for in thofe days every body 
could not write like Erafats, Pili Brinbus, &e. 
who were always reading Jully, Livy, and Terenee. Yet 
how uncouth and inclegant foever his ftyle may be, it 
every where breathes a genuine zcal and picty, which 
¢ js more folicitous about things than words,’ 

Luther eft a widow, three fons, and two daugh- 
ters. His family was not extind, when Seedendirf pub= 
hthed his hiftory, towards the latter end of the baft 
century. Whilff the troops of Charles V. were at Hit 
tenberg, in the year 3547, the Spaniards (oliciied the 
emperor to pull down Luther's monument, and wanted to 
dig up his bones: But the emperor had more generofity 
and prudence, than to confent to a procedure fu bale and 
infamous. 

Luther had a very fharp and fatirical tile: But his 
commentary on the epiftle to the Gulatians, was his 
favorite work, which he ufed to call his wift, his Catha- 
tine de Bore, It was a very great imprudcnce to publifh 
fuch a collection as the ‘eenesact Menjuales, or Colloquia 
Wdenjalia ; for Luther’s table-talk is the fubject of the 
book. It was publifhed, in 1571, by Henry Peter Rew 
benftsck, minifter of Eifcberbeim: But Luther was not the 
author of that book, the publication of which was the 
effect of an inconfiderate zeal. 

His favorite dogtrine was juftification by faith alone, 
and not by works, moral, Jegal, or evangelical: But we 
mutt do him the juftice to obferve, that he perpetually 
inculcated the abfolute neceffity of good works. Accord~ 
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ing to him, a man is juftified only by faith; but he can. 
not be juftified without works; and where thofe works 
are not to be found, there is afftredly no true faith, He 
‘was ance fomewhat inclined to the opinion, that fouls 
after death fleep till the refurrection: But he afterwards 
Said, that the fouls of the faithful are in a ftate of felicity; 
and this {eems to have been his laft and fettled opinion. 
He thought that the Few nation would never be con~ 
verted; and that St. Pawi’s expreflions concerning this 
fubje& were mifunderftood. 

utber was a magnanimous perfon even by the concef— 
fion of his enemies; and undprtook fuch things as the 
world may reafonably admise, having oppofed himfelf 
alone to the whole earth. His followers called them- 
{elves Lutherans much againft his mind: But they 
recede from him in many things, as may be feen by their 
‘writings. 

Melanéthon fays, © Pomeranus is a grammarian; I am a 
$ logician; and Fuftus Fonas is an orator: But Luther 
* is good at every thing; the wonder of mankind; for 
* whatever he fays, or writes, it penetrates the heart, and 
© makes a lafting impreffion.’ 

Tt has alfo been faid of Lusher, that it was a great 
miracle 2 poor friar fhould be able to ftand againit the 
pope: It was a greater that he fhould prevail: And the 
greateft of all, that he fhould die in peace, as well as 
£rafimus, when furrounded by fo many enemies. 

he doétrine of this eminent divine, and great Re- 
former, wus foon extended through all Germany, Denmark, 
Sweden, England, ard other countrics, under different 
modifications, 

Luther's works were colleéted after his death, and 
ptinted at Wittenberg in feven volumes folio. Catharine 
@e Bore furvived her hu(band a few years, and continued 
the firft year of her widowhood at Wittenberg, though 
Luther had adyifed her to feek another place of refidence, 
She went from thence in the year 1547, when the towi 
was furrendered to the empercr Charles V, Before her 
departure, fhe had received a prefent of fifty crowns from 
Chriftian II. king of Denmark, and the elector of 
Saxony, and the counts of felt, gave her good tokens 
of their liberality. With additions to what Luther 
had left her, fhe had fcarce wherewithal to maintain 
herfelf and her family. She returned to Wittenberg, 
when the town was reftcred to the elector, cad at 
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lived in a very devout and pious manner, till the plague 
obliged her to leave it again in the year 1552. She fold 
what fhe had at Wittenberg, and retived tu Tergax, with 
a refolution to end her life there. An awful provi- 
dence befel her in her journcy thither, which proved 
fatal to her. ‘The horfes growing unruly, and attempt- 
ing to run away, fhe leaped out of the vehicle fhe was 
conveyed in; and, by leaping, got a fall, of which the 
dicd about a quarter of a year after, at Jorgax, upon the 
twentieth of December, 1552. She was buried there in 
the great church, where her tomb and epitaph are ftill to 
be fecn; and the univerfity of 7 ittentery, which was 
then at Torgau, becaufe the plague at Th ittenbergy 
made a public programma concerning the funeral pomp, 










Upon Luther's tomb the univerfity of Wittenberg die 
pected the following intrvistion 
MARTINI LUTHERI S. THEOLOGIA 

D. CORPUS H. L. 5. E. QUI ANNO 

CHRISTI MDXLV). XI CAL 
MARTIT EISLEGILE IN PA. 
TRIAS. M. O. C. ¥. AN, 
LXU1 M. NL D. xX. 





TRANSLATION, 


* In this place Jies buried the boty of Martin Lu. 
§ THER, doctor of divinity, who cid at Shen, hia 
§ birth-place, on the twilfth of the calends of Murch, 
§ in the year 1546; when he had lived fixty-three years, 
* three months, and ten days.” . 






Beza’s epigram upon Luther bas been much edmired 5 
and therefore we will prefent it to our Readers, ~ 


Roma orbem dorsuit, Romam fibi papa fubegit: 
Viribus illa fuis, fraudibus ifle fuis. fi 

Quant ifte major Lutherus, major et illd: 
Uftum illamque uno qui domuit calamo! 

J nunc! Akiden memorate, Gracia mendax; 
Lutheri ad calamum ferrea clava nibil. 


The learned Reader will excufe the following unequal 
franflation. 
Reme 
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Rome tam’d the world; yet Rome the pope hath aw'dt 
She rofe by force, but he by holy fraud. : 
Greater than both how much was Luther, when 

He vanquyith’d both with nothing but a pen ! 

Go, fabling Greece, and bid Alcides know, 

His club, as Luther’s pen, gave no fuch blow. 


Our ferious Readers will, perhaps, be pleafed with the 
infertion of fome remarkable fayings and obfervations of 
this tt man, which we will extra from that able and 
faithful biographer, Melchior Adam. Erafmus confeffed, 
¢ that there was more folid divinity contained in one leaf 
© of Luther’s commentaries, than could be found in many 
© prolix treatifes of {choolmen, and fuch kind of authors.’ 

‘Speaking of the pope’s ufing the mafs for departed 
fouls, Luther obferved, that ‘* he with his mafs was not 
*© fatished to thruft him(elf into all corners of the earth, 
** but he muft needs go tumbling down into the very 
© bofom of hell.” 

He ufed to call the indulgence-merchants, purfe- 
threfhers, 

‘here were many plots laid againft his life, which the 
bloody papifts fought after by all means. Poifon, dag- 
gers, piftols, were intended ; when fire and faggot could 
not be ufed, through the elector’s protection. A Polifh 
Few was hired for 2000 crowns to poifon him. “* The 
“© plot (fays Luther) was difcovered to me by the letters 
“© of my fiends. le is a doétor of phyfic, and dares ta 
§© attempt any thing: He would go about this bufinefs 
$* with incredible craft and agility. He is juft now ap- 
** prehended.”——However, God preferved him from 
the malice of his enemies.’ It fhews, however, what 
Papifts can attempt (fays Melchior Adam); and if we 
wanted further proof of it, the words of Mander, the 
pore’s legate, are quite fufficient. Though you Ger- 

mans ({aid he), who pay the leaft of all people to the 
* Roman fee, have thaken off the pope’s yoke; yet we 
* will take care, that ye thall be devoured with civil 
$ wars, and perifh in your own blood,’—A pious refo. 
lution indeed ! ° : 

When Luther's bold manner of expreffing himfelf was 
cenfured, he replied ; ** Almoft all men condemn my tart- 
‘© nefs of expreffion; but I am of your opinion, ({ays he 
“ to his friend) that God will have the deccits of men 
® thus powerfully expofed. For I plainly perceive, that 
“ thofe things, which are foftly dealt with in our cor= 
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* rupt age, give people but light concern, and are pre- 
&s feunly forgoteen- IF I have exceeded the bound. of 
«§ moderation, the monftrous turpitude of the times has 
“ tranfported me. Nor do I tranfcend the example of 
“ Chrif, who, having to do with men of like manners, 
* called them tharply by their own proper names, fuch 
as, ax aduiterous and perverfe generation, a brood of 
“© vipers, hypocrites, children of the devil, who could not 
© efcape the damnation of bell.” —Erajinus, with all his 
refinement, could own, ¢ That God had fent in Luther 
© a fharp phyfician, in confidcration of the immenfity of 
© the difeates, which had infected this laft age of the 
¢ world,’ 

Luther caufed the Pfalms, ufed in worthip, to be tranf- 
lated into German. ‘+ We intend (fays he to Spalatinus), 
after the example of the prophets and primitive fathers 
$© of the church, to turn the Pfalms, for {piritual fing~ 
** ing, into the vulgar tongue for the common people 3 
“© fo that the word of God may remain among the people 
‘© even in their finging. Upon this account, we feck 
“© for fome pocts: And as you poflefs thc copioufnefs 
“© and elegance of the German, which you have greatly 
* cultivated; I would requeft your affiftance in this 
«© bufineis, in tranflating fome of the Pfulms into Ger~ 
‘ man verle, according to the inclofed example. My 
 wifh is, to avoid alt difficult and courtly terms, and 
© to ufe the fimpleft and moft common phrafes, fo that 
“© they are fit and proper, for the ciification of the 
“© loweft among the people. Let the fenfe be clear, 
*¢ and as clofe as poffible to the original. To preferve 
*€ the fenfe, when you cannot render word for word, it 
“© may be right to ufc fuch a phrafe as will moft per~ 
ee fedlly con the idea. I confefs, 1 am not fufli- 
“© ciently qualified myfelf; and thercfore would requet 
«© you to try hew near you can approach to Heman, 
“ ir. and Feduthun.” 

fe ufed to fay of himfelf and the other minifters; 
We are only planters and waterers, in adminiftring 
“ the word and facraments; but the increafe is not in our 
S power.” 

Concerning our righteoufnefs, he obferved ; “* Thou, 
“ Lord Fefus, art my righteoufnefs; but I am altoge- 
“ ther fin: Thou haft takcn what was mine, and halt 
‘© given me what was thine; thou haft taken what thou 
«© wait not, and hait given me what 1 was not before.” 

Refpecting 
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Refpecting ceremonies, he faid; ‘I condemn no terés 
* monies, but fuch as oppofe or obfcure the gofpel.” 

‘With regard to human learning, he thus expreffed him- 
felf; “<I am perfuaded, that true divinity could not well! 
«© be fupported without the knowledge of letters: Of 
“ this we have fad proof; for while learning was decayed 
** and in ruins; theology fell too, and lay moft wretchedly 
3 obfcured; I am fure, that the revelation and mani- 
‘ feftation of the word of God would never have beert 
«< fo extenfive and glorious as it is, if preparatorily, like 
“© fo many Fobn Baptifts {moothing the way; the Laon 
* ledge of anguagcs ahd good learning had not rifen up 
“ among us.——T'hey are moft exceedingly miftaken, 
© who imagine, that the knowledge of nature and true 
* philofophy is of no ufe to a divine.” 

le advifed, in the cafe of temptations, in this manner; 
© ] would comfort thofe, that are tried in their faith 
*¢ and hope towards God, in this way; firft, let theni 
«© avoid folitarinefs, keep always in good company, fing 
“© the Pfalms, and converfe upon the holy feriptures, 
“ Secondly, Though it be the moft difficult point té 
“* work upon the mind, yet it is the moft prefent remedy, 
s« if they can, through gracc, perfuade themfelves, that 
*¢ thefe grievous thoughts are not their own, but Satan’s; 
*« and that, therefore, they thould enrneftly endeavour to 
“© turn the heart to other objects, and quit thefe evil 
S© fuggeftions: For to dwell upon them, or fight with 
them, or to aim to overcome them, or to wait for an 
“ end of them; is only to irritate and ftrengthen them, 
even to perdition, without relief.” 

Ic is well known, that Luther earncftly defended Chr if's 
corporal prefence in the facrainent; but it is faid, that 
he was of a contrary fentiment a little before his death, 
and owned it. For as he was preparing to make his laf 
Journey to Jfeben, he confeffed to AfclanEthen, on the 
twenty-third of Fanuary, 1546, ‘* that he had gone tod 
“ far in the facramentarian controverfy.” Afelanéthon 

rfuaded him to explain himfelf by fome public writing; 
Bue to this he objcéted, ‘ that by fo doing he fhould 
‘6 make all his doétrine doubtful ; ‘but that he [Adeanc~ 
«© thon] might do as he thought fit, after his deceafe.” 
This {peech was made before feveral witneiles. 

Lusher frequently faid ; ** That a preacher fhould take 
S care not to bring three jittle fly dogs into his pro- 
S¢ feffion; viz. PRIDE, COVETOUSNRSS, and ENVY.” 
‘To which he added to preachers; «* When you obferve 
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“ the people hear moft attentively ; be affured, they will 
“ seturn the more readily. Three things make a divine, 
© meditation, prayer, and temptation. And three things 
«€ are to be remembered by a minifter; ters ever and over 
$6 the bible; pray devoutly, and be never above learning.— 
“© They are the beft preachers for the common people, 
*« who fpeak in the meancit, loweft, humbleft, and molt 
“© fimple ftylc.” 

In private life, Luther was an example of the ftricteft 
virtue. At dinner or fupper, he would often dictate 
matter of preaching to others, or correct the prefs; and 
fometimes amufe himfelf with mufic, in which he took 
great delight. Though a large man, he was a very mo~ 

erate eater and drinker, not at all delicate in his 

appetite, for he ufually fed upon the fimpleft diet. He 
much delighted in his garden, and was very fond of cul- 
tivating it with all kinds of plants. In thort, he was 
never idle, 

Though he had not much himfelf, he very freely be- 
ftowed of what he had upon others. A poor ftudent, 
afking money of him, he defired his wife to give fome, 
who excufing herfelf on account of their poverty; he 
took up a fijver cup and gave it to the fcholar, bidding 
him to fell it to the gold{mith, and keep the money for 
his occafions. When a friend {ent him two hundred 
pieces of gold, he leftowed them all on poor fcholars, 
And when the elvétor gave him a new gown, he wrote in 
anfwer, “¢ That too much was done; for if we receive 
all in this life, we fhall have nothing to hope for in 
© thenext.”” He took nothing of printers, for his works, 
to his own ufe, faying, “ "Tis true, J have no moncy, 
«« but am indeed poor; yet 1 deal in this moderate man~ 
‘© ner with printers, and take nothing from them for my 
% variety of lubowrs, except fometimes a copy or two. 

This, I believe, may be due to me, when other au- 

thors, even tranilators, for every fheet have their ftipu- 
*¢ Jated price.” When he had fome money fent him, he 
wrote thus toa friend; ‘* I have received by Taubenheim 
*< an hundred pieces of gold ; and at the fame time Schart 
5¢ has fent me fifty ; fo that 1 begin to fear, left God fhould 
‘'give me my portion here. But I folemnly proteft, 
‘© that I would not be fo fatisfied from Him: 1 will 
{© either prefently return, or get rid of them. For what 
js fo much money to me? I have given half of it to 
Prior, and made ‘him very happy.” 

Hh He 
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“He had great tendernefs for his family. When he faw 
Magdaien his eldeft daughter at the point of death, he 
to her this paffage the xxvith of Yeick 5 Thy 
dead men foall live, together with my dead bedy foall they 
arife: Awake and fing, ye that dwelt in the duft; for thy 
dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth foall caf? out the 
dead, Come, my people, enter then inte thy chambers and 
Shut thy doors about thee: Hide thyfelf as it were for a little 
‘moment, until the indignation be sverpaf. “ My daughter, 
<¢ do thou enter (fhys he) into thy chamber with peace : 
“© | tha}l foon be with thee; for Cod will not permit me 
“* to fee the judgements, that hang over Germany.” And 
upon this he poured forth a flood of tears. Yet after- 
wards, when he attended the funeral, he containcd him~ 
felf, fo as not to appear to weep. 

Whiat he faid of the covctoufnefs of the Germans and 
of the prevailing fcarcity in his time, may be applied to 
fome other profeifing people befides them. “* We are 
<« in dread of famine; and famine we fhall fecl, without 
“* remedy. And as we, without neceffity, and Jike im- 
* pious and faithlefs heathens, have been diftracied with 
“ carcfulnefs, folicitous left we fhould be deftroyed hy 
** faminc, and utterly neglecting the word and work of 
‘© God: fo he will permit the evil day thortly to come, 
© which will bring with ita moft heavy load of forrows, 
“* beyond our power either to {uftain or remove.” 

Being once afked, Whether we foould know each other in 
heaven? he anfwered; ‘* How was it with Adam? He 
® had never feen Eve; for when God formed her, he 
was in a deep fleep; yet when he awaked and faw her, 
“€ he did not afk, Who fhe was? or from whence fhe 
«© came? but immediately faid, that the was fieth of his 
“© ficfh, and bone of his bone. How, then, did he know 
“ this? Being filled with the Holy Spirit, and enducd 
“ with the true knowledge of God, he was able to de- 
* termine upon the nature of things.—In like manner, 
«© we fhall be perfectly renewed hereafter through Gbri/t 
* and fhall know, with far greater perfetion than can 
*€ be conceived of here, our Sere relations, and indeed 
“© whatever exifts; and in a mode too much fuperior to 
*6 that of Adam in paradife.” 

He was of a proper ftature and of a robuft body, with 
fuch a piercing vivacity in his eyes, that but few could 
look upon him dire€tly, when he intentively looked upon 
them. He had but a foft voice, and that not very clear; 
fo-that when mention was made, one day at ae 7 
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Paul's voice, that it was rather weak; he obferved of his 
‘own, that it could not deliver his words but with a low 
pronunciation. * Yes, (faid A4elenéthon) but that feeble 
* voice of thine is powerfully perceived both far and 
* near.” 

Sturmins fays, that he faw a letter written by Luther 
t0 Wolfgang Capito, in which he affirmed, that fcarce any 
of his writings pleafed himfelf, except his catechifn, and 
his book de ferve arbitrin, ‘‘ or free-will a flave.” Of this 
Jaft work the late Mr. Teplady had begun a tranflation, 
and indeed carried it on a confiderabic way; but being 
prevented from finithing it by his death {it having been 
Jong delayed through other avocations), we are deprived 
of this valuable companion to Zanchius in an Engiife 
drefs. 

We will conclude this account of Luther with the 
high encomium, paid to his memory by Wolfgang Severus, 
preceptor to the emperor Ferdinand : 


Sepa de gente pricy majorque Luthero 
lemo fait: Sed nce credo futurus crit. 


GEORGE WISHART. 


EORGE WISHART, or Geergius Sophocardus, as 

Buchanan tranflated it, was born in Scotland, and 
brought up at a grammar-fchool : From whence he went 
to the univerfity. After which he travelled into feveral 
countries, and at lait came to Cambridge, where he was 
admitted into Bennet-College. 

He was a moft famous and fuecefsful preacher of the 
gofpel, and in many places of Scotland, through which he 
preached, he was bleed with many feals of his miniftry = 
And though he was much perfecuted by the cruct car- 
dinal Beton, he ftill continued to preach in public, and 


eriugly to go about doin, % 
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He was (fays the excellent Mr. Robert Fleming) one of 
the moft extraordinary ambafladors of Fefus Corsf, that 
can be inftanced, He was alfo the great friend, and (it 
is believed) fpiritual father of the famous Febn Knox, 
to whom we are chiefly indebted for the. memorials of 
Wifear’’s life, that have beeri tranfmitted down to us. 

Wipsart fpent a confiderable time abroad for his im- 
provement in literature, and diftinguifhed himfelf for his 
great learning and abilities both in philofophy and divi- 
nity. His defire to promote true knowledge and fcience 
among men, 2s is ufually the cafe, accompanied the 

n of it in himfelf. He was very ready to com- 
municate what he knew to others, and frequently read 
various authors both in his own chamber and in the 
public fchools. 

He appears to have left Cambridge ini the year 1544, 
and to have returned into his own country with the am- 
baffadors of Scotland, who came into England to treat 
with Henry the eighth, about the marriage of his fon 
prince Edward with their young queen Mary, who was 
afterwards the mother of James the firft, and put to death 
by queen Elizabeth, “ifart firkt preached at Montrofe, 
and then at Dundee, to the admiration of all that heard 
him. In this laf place, he made a public expofition of 
the epiftle to the Romans, which he went through with 
fuch grace and: freedom in {peaking the truth, that the 
papifts began to be exceffively alarmed. At length, upon 
the inftigation of cardinal Beton, one Kebert Miln, a 
principal than at Dander, and formerly a profeffor of 
religion, prohibited his preaching; forbidding him te 
trouble their town any more, for he would not fuffer it. 
‘This was fpoken to him in the public place: Wherc- 
upon he mufed a {pace, with his eyes lifted up to heaven; 
and afterwards, looking forrowfully on the fpeaker and 
people, he faid, “ God is my ‘witnel, that I never minded 
* your trouble, but your cemfort; yea, your trouble is 
“© more dolorous to me than it is to yourfelves: But I 
** am affured, to refufe God’s word, and to chafe from 
‘© you his meflenger, thail not preferve you from trouble, 
* out ihall bring you into it: For God fhall fend you 
“© minifters that hall neither fear burning nor banifh- 
* ment. I have offered the word of falvation. 
‘© With the hazard of my Tife I have remained among 
© you: Now ye yourfelves refufe me; and I muft leave 
‘¢ my innocence to be declared by my God. if it be 
“« long prosperous with you, I am not led by the oat 
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@ of truth: But if unlooked-for trouble come upon 
“© you, acknowledge the caufe, and turn to God, who is 
« gracious and merciful. But if you turn not at the 
« fa warning, he will vifit you with fire and fword,"” 
And then he came down from the pulpit. 

After this he went into the weft of Scotland, where he 
preached God’s word, which was gladly received by 
many; till che archbithop of Glafgow, at the inftigation 
of the aforefaid cardinal, came with his train to the town 
of Air to refilt Wifbart, and would needs have the church 
himfelf to preach in. Some oppofed it; but Wiftart faid, 
« Let him alone; his fermon will not do much hurt. 
*¢ Let us go to the market-crofs.” And fo they did, 
where he made fo notable a fermon, that his very enc= 
mies themfelves were confounded. 

Wifeart remaincd with the gentlemen of Kyle, preach. 
ing fometimes in one place, fometimes in another; but 
coming to Macklene, he was by force kept out of the 
church, Some would have broken in; upon which he 
faid to one of them, “ Brother, Fefus Chrif? is ax mighty 
“in the fields as in the church; and himfelf often 
se, preached in the defert, at the fea-fide, and other placcr. 
« The like word of peace God fends by me: ‘The bloot 
*¢ of none fhall be thed this day for freaching it.” 

Then going into the ficlds, he ftood upon a bank, 
where he ftayed in preaching to the people above three 
hours; and God wrought fo wonderfully by that fer- 
mon, that one of the moft wicked men in all the country, 
the laird of Sheld, was converted by it; his eyes flowin 
with fuch abundance of tears that all men wond 
at it. 

Soon after news was brought to Wifhart, that the 
plague was broke out in Dundec, which began within 
four days after he was prohibited to preach there, and 
raged fo extremely, that it is almoft beyond credit how 
many died in the fpace of twenty four hours. This 
being related to him, he would needs, notwithftanding 
the importunity of his friends to detain him, go thither; 
faying, “* They are now in troubles and need comfort. 
* Perhaps this hand of God will make them now to 
** magnify and reverence the word of God, which be- 
« fore they lightly efteemed.” 

There ‘Be was with joy received by the godly. He 
chofe the Zafgate for the place of his preaching; fo that 
the healthy were within, and the fick without the gate. 
His text was, He fent bis word and healed them, &c. Plaim 

3 evil. 


238 WISHART. 


evii. 30. In this fermon he chiefly dwelt upon the ad« 
vantage and comfort of God’s word, the judgements that 
enfue upon the contempt or rejection of it, the freedom 
of God's grace to all his people, and the happinefs of 
thofe of his ele&, whom he takes to himfelf out of this 
miferable world. The hearts of his hearers were fo raifed. 
by the divine force of this difcourfe, as not to rej 
death, but to judge them the more happy who fhould then 
be called, not knowing whether they might have fuch a 
comforter again with them. After this, the plague almoft 
quite cent 3 though, in the midft of it, Wifbart con« 

tly vifited ¢ that lay in the greateft extremity, 
and comforted them by his exhortations. 

‘When he took his leave of the people of Dundee, he 
faid; ‘¢ that God had almoft put an end to that plague, 
“© and that he was now called to another place.” He went 
from thence to Montrofe, where he fometimes preached, 
but {pent moft of his time in private meditation and prayer, 
in which he was fo that night and day he free 
quently continued in it. 

It is faid, that before Wifbart left Dundee, and while 
he was engaged in the labors of love to the bodies as 
well as to the fouls of thofe poor afflifted people, the 
cardinal corrupted a defperate popith prieft, called Fob 
Weighten, to flay him. And on 2 day the fermon being 
ended, and the people departed, the pricit stood waiting 
at the bottom of the ftairs, with a naked dagger in his 
hand under his gown. But Mr. Wiftart having a fharp 
Piercing eye, and fecing the prieft as he came down, faid 
to him, “ My friend, what would you have?” And 
immediately clapping his hand upon the dagger, took it 
from him. The prieft being terrified, fall down upon 
his knees, and confeffed his intention, and craved pardon. 
A noife being hereupon raifed, and it coming to the cars 
of thofe who were tek, they cried, * Deliver the traitor 
* to us, or we will take him by foroe;’ and they burt in 
at the gate. But Wijbart taking the prieft in his arms, 
faid, “© Whatfoever hurts him fell hurt me; for he hath 
“« done me no mifchief, but much good, by teaching me 
“© more heedfulnefs for the time to come.” And fo he 

them, and faved the prief’s life. 
joon after his return to Afontrofé, the cardinal again 
confpired his death, a letter to be fent to him as 
if it had been from his familiar friend, the laird of Xix- 
nier, in which he was defired with all poffible {peed to 
came to him, becaufe de was taken with a fudden bers 
s nef, 
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nefs. In the mean time the cardinal had provided fix 
men armed, to lie in wait within a mile and a half 
of Mexirofe, in order to murder him as he pafled that 


The letter coming to Wifhart’s hand by a boy, wha 
alfo brought him a horfe for the journey; Wiftart, ac- 
companied by fome honeft men his fricnds, fet forward; 
but fuddenly ftopping by the way, and mufing a {pace, 
he returned back, which they wondering at, afked him 
the caufe, to whoin he faid, * I will nor go. Iam for- 
** bidden of God. I am affured there is treafon. Let 
«* fome of you go to yonder place, and tel] me what you 
‘ find.” Which doing, ey sade the difcovery; and 
haftily returning, they told Mr, Wiart: Whereupon he 
faid, ** I know I thall end my life by that blood-thirfty 
“© man’s hands, but it will not be in this manner.” 

The time approaching when he fhould mect the gentle- 
men at Edinburgh, he took his leave and departed. By 
the way he lodged with a faithful brother, calied ames 
Watfai, of Inner-Geury. \n the night-time he got ap, 
and went into a yard; which two men hearing, they 
privately followed him, There he walked in an alley 
for fome fpace, breathing forth many groans: Then he 
fell upon his knees, and his ins increafed: Then he 
fell upon his face; when thofe that watched him heard 
him lamenting and praying: And thus he continued near 
an hour: ‘Then getting up he went to his bed again. 
Thofe who attended him, appearing as though they were 
ignorant of all, came and ufked him where he had been * 

ut he would not anfwer them. “I'he next day they im- 
portuned him to tell them, faying, « Be plain with us, 
* for we heard your mourning, and faw your gcftures.” 
Then he, with 2 dejeéted countenance, faid, “* 1 had 
$ rather you had been in beds.” But they #till 
prefling upon him to know fomething, he faid, ‘* I will 
“¢ tell you; I am affured that my warfare is near at an 
$© end, and therefore pray to with me, that I fhrink 
“© not when the battle waxeth moft hot,” 

‘When they heard this fell 2 weeping, faying, 
© This is foul comfort ieee Then faid he “ "Gad 
* fhall fend you comfort after me. This realm thal! be 
6 jllumin. with the light of Chrif’s gofpel, as clearly 
‘© as any realm fince the of theapoffles The houfe 
‘© of God thall be built in it; yea, it fhalt not lack, in 
*€ defpite of all enemies, the top-ftone; neither will it 
* be jong before this be accomplifhed, Many fut mat 
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«. fuffer after me, before the of God fhall. appear 
«and ‘triumph in defpite “Satan, But afas, if the 
‘$. people afterwards thal! | unthankfyl, then. fearful 
86 and terrible wil he plagues be that,hall follow.” 

‘He then went fo |. upon his journey and came to 
Leith, but hearing nothing of the gentlemen, who were 
to meet with him, be himfelf retired for a day or 
two. _ He then grew and being afked the reafon 
of it, he anfwered; ‘* What do I differ from a dead 
‘man? Hitherto God hath ufed my labours for the 
‘< inftru€tion of others, and to the difclofing of dark- 
“© nefs: And now I lurk a8 aman afhamed to thew his 
“ face.” His friends perceived. that his defire was to 
preach, whereupon they faid to him, * It’s mol come 
© fortable to’ us to hear you, but becaufe we know the. 
“ danger wherein you ftand, we dare not defire it.” But, 
faid he, *¢ If you dare hear, let God proyide for me as 
“+. beft pleaftth him ;" and fo it was concluded’ that the 
next day he fhould preach in Leith, His text was of the 
parable of the fower, Matt. xiii. The fermon ended, the 

ntlemen of Lothian, who were earneft profeffors of 

Chrift, would not fuffer him to flay at Leith, bew 
eaufe the governor and cardinal were fhortly to come ta 
Edinburgh; but took him along with them; and fo he 
preached at Brunfioe, iddry, and Ormiston then 
was he requefted to preach at Jnverefe near Mufelburgh, 
where he had a great confluence of people, and. among 
them Sir George Douglas, who after-fermon {aid publicly, 
« I know that the governor and cardinal will hear that 
« [have been at this fermon: But let them know that 
* I will avow it, and will maintain both the doétrine, 
* and the preacher, to the uttermaft of my power,? This 
much rejoiced thofe that were prefent, 

Among others that came to hear him preach, there 
Were two gray-friars, who, fanding at the church-door, 
whifpered to fuch as came in; Which Wifeart obferving, 
faid to. the people, *¢ I pray you make room for thefe 
“* two men, it tay be they come to learn ;” and turning 
to them, he faid, Come ‘near, for I affure you, you 
*¢ fhall hear the word of truth, which this day fhall feal 
‘€ up to you either your falvation or damnation ;” and 
fo he proceeded in his fermon, fuppofing that they would 
be quict ; but when he perceived that they {till continued 
to difturb all the people that ftood near them, he faid to 
them the fccond time, with an angry countenance; * O 
 minifters of Satan, and deceivers of the {quls of mens 
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* will ye neither hear God’s truth yousfelves, nor fuffer 
“© others to hear it? Depart and this for your por= 
“€ tion; God fhall thortly confound and difclofe your 
“© hypocrify within this kingdom ; ye fhall be 2bomin- 
«¢ able to men, and your places and habitations thal] be 
“ defolate.” This he fpake with much vehemency, and 
turning to the people, he faid, “* Thefe men have pro- 
‘© voked the Spirit of God to anger ;” and then he pro~ 
ceeded to the end of his fermon. 

He preached afterwards at Branflene, Languedine, Or~ 
miftone, and Inverefe; where he was followed | a great 
confluence of people: And he preached alfo in divers 

ther places, the people much flocking after him; and 

¢, in all his fermons, foretold thc fhortnefs of the time 
that he had to travel, and the near approach of his death. 

Being come to Haddington, his auditory began much to 
decreafe, which was thought to happen through theinfluence 
of the earl of Bothwel, who was moved to oppofe him 
at the inftigation of the cardinal. Soon after, as he was 
going to church, he received a etter from the weft-coun- 
3. gentlemen; and having read it, he called “Yohn Knox, 
who had diligently waited: upon him fince he came into 
Lothian ; to whom he faid, “* ‘That he was weary of the 
*¢ world, becaufe he faw that men began to be weary of 
“ God: For, faid he, the gentlemen of the weft have 
“© font me word, that they cannot kcep their meeting at 
¢ Edinburgh.” Fobn Knox, wondering that he fhould 
enter into conference about thee things immediately be- 
fore his fermon, contrary to his cuftom, faid to him; 
* Sir, fermon-time approaches; 1 will leave you for the 
« prefent to your meditations.’ 

Wifoart’s {ad countenance declared the grief of hie 
mind, At laft he went into the pulpit, and his auditor 
being very final!, be began in this manner; ** O Lord, 
‘© how long fhall it be, that thy holy word fhall be de- 
* {pifed, and men fhall not regard their own falvation? 
© | have heard of thee, O ingion, that in thee there 
“ ufed to be two or three thoufand perfons at a vain and 
‘« wicked play; and now, to hear the meflenger of the 
* eternal God, of all the parith can fearce be numbered 
** one hundred prefent. Sore and fearful fhall be the 
* plagues that fhall enfue upon thisthy contempt. With 
“© fire and fword halt thou be plagued; yea, thou Had- 
S dington in (pecial, ftrangers thal! poffefs thee ; and you, 
* the prefent inhabitants, fhall either in bondage ferve 
“© your enemies, or elfe you fhall be chafed from your 
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“ own habitations ; and thet becaufe you have not known, 
* nor will know, the time of your vifitation.”” 

This prophecy was accomplithed not long after, when 
the ‘Engh took Haddingten, made it a garrifon, enforced 
many of the inhabitants to fly; oppreffed others, and 
after a while, a great plague breaking forth in the town, 
‘whereof multitudes died, the Englif were at laft forced 
to quit it, who at their departure burnt and fpoiled great 

t of it, leaving it to be pofleffed by fuch as could firft 

feize upon it, which were the French that came as auxi- 

liaries to Scotland, with a few of the antient inhabitants ; 
fo that Haddington, to this day, never recovered her for- 
mer beauty, nor yet men of fuch wifdom and ability as 
did formerly inhabit it. 

That night was Wifbart apprehended in the houfe of 
Ormsfton, by the earl of Botbwel, fuborned thereto by the 
cardinal, The manner was thus: After fermon he took 
his laft farewe) of all his friends in Haddington; ohn 
Knox would fain have gone with him ; but he faid, ‘* Re- 
** ¢urn to your children, and God blefs you: One is 
 fufficient for one facrifice.” ‘Then went he to the laird 
of Ormefton’s with fome others that accompanied him. 
After fupper he had a comfortable difcourfe of God’s 
love to his children; then he appointed the s1ft P/eim 
to be fung, and fo retired to his chamber. 

Before midnight the houfe was befet ; and the earl of 
Bothwel called for the laird of the houfe, and told him 
that it was in vain to refift, for the governor and cardinal 
were within a milc, with a great power; but if he would 
deliver Wifsart to him, he would promife upon his honor 
that he fhould be fafe, and that the cardinat fhould not 
hurt him, Wifart faid, Open the gates, the will of 
*¢ God be donc ;” and Bothwel coming in, Wifrart {aid 
to him, ‘* I praife my Goi that fo honourable a man as 
* you, my Jord, receive me this night; for I am per- 
s¢ fuaded that for your honour’s fake you will fuffer no- 
“* thing to be done to me but by order of law: I lefs 
<< fear ta die openly, than fecretly to be murdered.” 
Then faid Bothwel, * I will not only preferve your body 

from all violence that fhall be intended againft you 

without order of law; but I alfo promife in the pre- 
fence of thefe gentlemen, that neither the governor nor 
cardinal thall have their will of you; but 1 will keep 
you in mine own houfe, till I either fet you free, or 
tel u to the fame place where I seceive you’. 
‘Then faid che lairds, « My lord, if you make good your 
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© promife, which we prefume you will, we ourfelves will 
© not only ferve you, but we will procure all the profef- 
© fors in Lothian to do the fame, &c.’ Thefe promifes 
being made in the prefence of God, and hands bein; 
ficken by both parties, the earl took Miart, and io 
de . 

Wipart was carried to Edinburgh; but gold and women 
exflly corrupt flethly men; for the cardinal gave Bethuxl 
gold; and the queen, that was too familiar with him, 

romifed him her favor, if he would deliver #7art into 

‘dinburgh caftle, which he did; and thortly after he was 
delivered to the blood-thirfty cardinal: Who, becaufe it 
was forbidden by their cunon-law for a pricft to fit as a 
judge upon life and death; fent to the governor, re= 
quefting him to appoint fome lay-judge to pafs fentence 
of death upon Wifart. 

The governor would eafily have yielded to his requett, 
if David Hamilton, a godly man, had not told him, that 
he could expect no better an end than Saul, if he perfe- 
cuted the truth which formerly he had profeffed, &c. 
Hereupon the governor fent the cardinal word, that he 
would have no hand in fhedding the blood of that good 
man. The cardinal, being angry, returned this aniwer, 
that he had fent to him of mere civility, and that he 
would proceed without him; and fo to the great gricf of 
the godly, the cardinal carried Vifbart to Saint Andrew's, 
and put him into the *ower there; and, without any long. 
delay, he caufed all the pifhops, and other great clergy~ 
men to be called together to Saint Andrew's. 

On February the twenty-cighth, 1546, #ijfbart was 
brought before them, to give an account of his feditious and 
heretical doétrine, as they called it. ‘I'he cardinal caufed 
all his retinue to come armed to the place of their fitting, 
which was the abby-church, whither when Wijbart was 
brought there was a poor man lying at the door, that 
a his alms, to whom he flung his purfe. When be 
came before the cardinal, there was a dean appointed to 

3 whofe fermon being ended, /i/bart was put up 

into the. pulpit co hear his charge: And one Lewder, a 
niet, ftood over againft him, and read a fcroll full of 
jitter accufations and curfes, fo that the ignorant people 
thougpe that the earth would have opened and fwallowed 
up Wipert quick: But he ftood with great patience, 
‘withaytmoving or once changing his countenance. The 
ict, haying cnded his curles, {pat at Wifbart's face, 
sying, -* fat anfwereft thou? thou runagate, traitor, 
li2 * thief, 
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* thief, &c.’ Thea Wifart fell upon his knees, makin, 
his r unto God; after which he faid, “ Many an 
§* horrible fayings unto me a Chriftian man, many words 
< abominable to hear, have ye {poken here this day; 
“s prices only to teach, ie cree to think 1 ever 
“¢ thought a great abomination, &c."" Then di ive 
them an account of his doétrine, anfwering every artele, 
as far as they would give him leave to {peak. 

But they, without any to his fober and godly 
aa prefentl: rar him to be burnt. After 
which fentence, ling upon his knees, faid; 

“ O immortal God, how Jong wilt thou fuffer the 
“* page, and great cruelty of the ungodly to exercife 
<« their fury upon thy fervants, which do further thy 
“« word in this world; whereas they on the cont feel 

to deftroy the truth, whereby thou hait revealed thyfelf 
“© to the world, &c. O we know certainly that 
hid thy true fervants muft needs fuffer, for thy name’s 
“ » perfecutions, afflictions, and troubles in this 
<* prefent world; yet we defire, that thou wouldeft pre- 
<< ferve and defend thy church, which thou hat chofen 
“ before the foundation of the world, and give thy peo- 
“* ple grace to hear thy word, and to be thy true fervants 
<< in this prefent life.” 

‘Then were the common people put out, the bithops 
not defiring that they fhould hear the innocent man 
feats and fo they fent him again to the caftle, till the 

re fhould be mate ready. In the caftle came two friars 
to him, requiring him to make his confeffion to them; 
to whom he faid, ** I will make no confeffion to you, 
«© but fetch me that man who preached even now, and I 
«© will {peak with him.” Then was the fub-prior fent 
for, with whom he conferred a pretty while, till the fub- 
prior wept, who, going to the cardinal, told him that he 
came not to intercede for Wifsart’s life, bat to make 
known his innocency to all men; at which q@otds the 
cardinal was very angry, faying; ‘We knew tomg: ago 
4 what you were.’ yet 

The captain of the caftle with fome friends, coming 
Wijbart, atked him if he would break his faft with them : 
* Yea, faid he, very willingly, for I know you be 
*¢ honcft men.” In the mean time he defired Ld 
beet he alittle; or? fo he sifeoaties 1 eee noe tie 

’s. Supper, his fufferings ane aly eaiort. 
ing them we leve one another, laying afide dll faiitor' and 
malice, as becomes the members of Jefus Gihié, who 
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Gontinually intercedes for us with his Father. After. 
wards he gave thanks, and bleffing the bread and wine, 
he took the bread and brake it, giving it to every one, 
faying, ‘ eat this, remember that Chri? died for us, and 
“ feat on it {piritually ;” fo taking the cup, he bad them 
* semember that Chrs/'s blood was thed for them, &c.” 
‘Then he gave thanks and prayed for them, and fo retired 
into his chamber. 

Prefently came two executioners to him from the ¢ar- 
dinal; one put on him a black linen coat, the other 
brought him bags of powder, which they tied about 
faveral parte of his body; and fo they brought him forth 
to the place of execution ; over againft which place, the 
caftle windows were hung with rich hangings, and velvet 
cuthions laid for the cardinal and prelates, who from 
thence were to feed their eyes with the torments of this 
innocent man. The cardinal, fearing left Wifbart thould 
be refcued by his friends, caufed ali the ordnance in the 
caftle to be bent againft the place of his exccution, and 
commanded his gunners to ftand ready all the time of his 
bamiag. Then were his hands bound behind his back, 
and fo he was carried forth. In the way fome beggars 
met him, afking him:his alms for God’s fake : ‘f'o whom 
he faid, “ My hands are bound wherewith I was wont 
“© to give you alms: But the merciful Lord, who of his 
“© bounty and abundant grace feeds all men, vouchfafe 
“ to give you neceflaries both for your bodies and 
fouls.” ‘Then two friars met him, perfuading him to 
pray to our lady to mediate for him; to whom he meek! 
faid, «¢ Ceafe, tempt me not, I entreat you:” And 
with a rope about his neck, and a chain about his mid- 
dle, he was led to the fire; then falling upon his knees, 
he thrice repeated ; “* O thou Saviour of the world, have 
“© mercy upon me; Father of heaven,-f commend my 
‘* fpirit into thy holy hands.” Then: turning to the 
people, he faid; * Chriftian brethren and fifters, I be- 
“* feech you, be not offended at the word of God for the 
* torments which you fee prepared for. me} but I exhort 
*¢ you that ye Jove the word of God for your falvation, 
‘© and fuffer patiently, and with s le heart, for 
* the word’s fake, which is your-undoubted falvation 
* and everlafting comfort. I-peey ‘you -2ifo thew my 
*¢ brethren and ‘fifters; who -have Often -heard- me, that 
“© they ceafe not to learn tie--word' of. Ged, which I 
“© taught them according 0°the meafure'of grace given 
50 me, for no petfeeution-or trouble-in ee weld what- 
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& foever; and thew them, that the dettrine was no old, 
‘S wives fables, but the truth of God; for if I had 
*¢ taught men’s doétrine, I fhould have had greater 
“ thanks from men: But for the word of God’s fake I 
* now fuffer, not forrowfally, but with a glad heart and 
“ mind. For this caufe I was fent, that I fhould fuffer 
* this fire for Chrif’s fake; behold my face, you fhall 
© not fee me change my countenance: I fear not the 
“* fire; and if perfecution come to you for the word’s 
fake, I pray you fear mot them that can Kill the body, and. 
“© have no power to burt the foul, (fc. ‘Then he prayed 
for them, who accufed him; faying, “* I befeech thee, 
“ Father of heaven, faye them that have, of ignorance 
«© or of an evil mind, forged lies of me: I forgive them 
© with all my heart; I h Chrift to forgive them, 
‘© that have condemned me this day ignorantly.” Then 
turning to the people again, he faid; ‘1 befeech you, 
< brethren, exhort ‘your prelates to learn the word of 
«© God, that they may be afhamed to do evil, and learn 
«© to do good, or elfe there thal] thortly come upon them 
*¢ the wrath of God which they fhall not efchew.” 
‘Then the executioner upon his knees, faid, * Sir, I pray 
« you forgive me, for I am not the caufe of your death’ 

, calling him to him, kifled his cheeks, faying, 
here is a token that I forgive thee: My heart, be 
“ thine office.” And fo he was tied to the y and the 
fire kindled. 

The captain of the caftle, coming near him, bade him 
be of good courage, and to beg for Fim the pardon of his 
fin; to whom Wifart faid, * This fire torments my body, 
“ but no whit abates my fpirits:” Then, looking to- 
wards the cardinal, he faid, “‘ He, who, in fuch flate 
** from that high place, feeds his eyes with my tor- 
“* ments, within few days fhall be hanged out at that 
“* fame window, to be feen with as much i; iny, 28 
“« he now leans there with pride: And fo his breath 
being fopped, he was confumed by the fire, near the 
caftle of St. dadveu’s, in the 1546. : 

This prophecy wes fulllled” whens after the cardinal 
was flain, the provoft, raifing the town, caine to the caftle 
gates, crying, .§;What-have you done with my lord car- 
Pinal ? Where is. wy lord cardinal? To whom th 
within anfwesed,.‘ Retum. to your houfes, for he hat! 
® received. his rewardy..and walt trouble the world no 
* more?’ Butthey fill “We will never depart till 
‘we fe him;’..Thep did:the. Lefies bang him ot 
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that window to thew that he was dead; and fo the peo. 


ple departed. 

But we will relate more particularly, from the Scorch 
hiftorian, the circumftances of the inal’s death. God 
(fays he) left not the death of this holy man long un- 
revenged: For the People generally exclaimed againit the 
cruelty ufed upon him ; efpecial ly Fobn Lefley, brother 
to the earl of Rother, and Norman Leficy his coufin, fell 
foul upon the cardinal for ic: But he thought himfelf 
ftrong enough for all Scetland, faying; ‘ Tuih, a fig for 
© the fools, and a button for the bragging of heretics. 
© Is not the lord governor mine, witnefs his cideft fon 
* for a pledge at my table? Have I not the queen at m 
© devotion? Is not France my friend? Why fhould 
* fear any danger?’ Yet he had laid a defign to cut off 
fuch as he feared and hated, which was difcovered after 
his death by letters and memorials found about him. He 
kept himfelf for his greater fecurity in his caftle; and on 

‘videy night there came to the town of Saint Andrew's, 
Norman Lefley, William Kircaldy, Fobn Lefiey, and fome 
others; and on the Saturday morning they met together 
not ‘far from the caftle, waiting till the gate was opened, 
and the draw-bridge let down, for the receiving in fome 
lime and fand, to repair fome decays about the caftle 5 
which being done, Krrea/dy, with fix more, went to the 
porter, falling into difcourfe with him, ull the Leffies 
came alfo with fome other company. The porter, feeing 
them, would have drawn up the bridge, but was pre- 
vented; and whilit he endcavored to keep them out at 
the gate, his head was broken, and the keys taken from 
him, The cardinal was aftcep in bed, for all night he 
had for his bedfellow, Mrs. Afary Ogieby, who was a 
little before gone from him out at the poftern gate; and 
therefore the cardinal was gone to his reft. 

There were about one hundred workmen in the caftle, 
who, fecing what was done, cricd out ; but, without hurt, 
they were turned out at the wicket gate. Then /Villiam 
Kircaldy went to fecure the poftern, left the cardinal 
fhould make an efcape that way. The reft, going to the 
gentlemen’s chambers, who were above fifty, without 
hurting them, turned them all out at the gate. They, 
who undertook this enterprize, were but cightecn men. 
The cardinal, being awakened with the noife, afked out at 
the window, * what was the matter?’ Anfwer was 
made, that Nerman Leficy had taken his caftle. Then 
did he attempt to have efcaped by the poftern ; but find- 
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jug that @ be kept, he seturned to his chamber; ands 
with the help of his chamberlain, fell to barricadoing the 
door with chefts, and fuch things. Then came up Febn 
Efiey, and commanded him to-open the door: The car- 
dinal afked, ‘who was there?” He anfwered, Fobx Lefley. 
The cardinal faid, *1 wiil have Norman, for he is ay 
* friend.’ * Content yourfelf, faid the other, with thofe 
© that are here:’ And fo they fell to breaking open the 
door. In the mean time, the cardinal hid a box of gold 
under fome coals in a fecret corner. Then he faid to 
them; © Will ye fave my life?” Fobn Lefiey anfwered, 
« It may be, that we will.’ ‘ Nay, faid the cardinal, 
* fwear unto me by God’s wounds that you will; and 

then I will open the door.” Then faid Fobn, * that 
° which was faid, is unfaid;’ and fo he called for fire to 
burn down the door; whereupon the door was opened, 
and the cardinal fat him down in his chair, crying; *1 
© am a prieft, Lam a Prieft ye will not flay me!’ "Then 
yn Lefley and another ftruck him once or twice: But 

+ Fames Melvin, 2 man that had been very familiar 

with Wifsart, and of a modeft and gentle nature, per- 
ceiving them both to be in choler, plucked them back, 
Sayin 3 * This work and judgement of God, although it 
* be fecret, ought to be with great gravity.’ And 
fo prefenting him the point of his (word, he fad, * Re- 
* pent thee of thy former wicked life, -but efpecially of 
‘ Tredding the-blood of that noble inftrument of God, 
© Mr, George Wijbart, who, though he was confumed by 
* the fire before men, Pie cries it for vengeance upon 
© thee; and we from God are fent to revenge it; for 
“here, before my God I proteft, that neither the hatred 
§ of thy perfon, the love of thy riches, nor the fear of 
* any burt thou couldft have done me, moveth me to 
© ftrike thee; but only becaufe thou haft been, and ftill 
« remaineft, an obftinate enemy again Fefus Chrif, and 
* his holy gofpel ;’ and fo he thruft him through the 
tbody, who falling down, fpake never a word, but ‘I 
“ am a prieft, I am a prieft: Fie, fie, all is gone.” 

The death of this tyrant was grievous to the queen 
vmother, with whom he too much Sani ial as with 
many other women ; as alfo to the Remanifis, though the 

Reformed were freed from their fears in a great meafure 
thereby. 

The conduét, however, of thefe Lefleys is, by no means, 
:to be jultified; for killing men without law, is undoubt- 
edly murder, and a dehance of all civil safiantione 
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And, in a Chriftian view,. It is fill more unjuftifiable; 
for we are tought to fuffer, and not to revenge, but to 
commit ourfelves to Hmm, who judgeth righteoully. It 
was alfo what Wifeart himfelf would have condemned ; 
as evidently appears by his meek and tender condud to 
the pricft, who would have ftabbed him, as we have above 
related. Vengeance is mine; 1 will repay, faith the Lord. 
The judgement was certainly jult upon the cardinal ; but 
God, in the dilpenfations of his juftice, ufuaily lets 
wicked inftruments loofe, and even Satax himéelf, to 
accomplith his aweful defigns. Chriftians have a better 
bufinefs allotted them. 

The Scotch hiftorian’s account of /¥ifiart’s perfon and 
manner of life is fo extraordinary, that we flatter our- 
felves it will not be unacceptable to our Readers: 

‘ Wiprart, fays he, was tail of ftature, and of ame- 
$ lancholy conftitution: He had biack hair, a long beard, 
£ was comely of perfonage, and well-fpoken, courteous, 
© lowly, lovely, willing to teach, defirous to Searn. As 
* for tis habit, he wore a frize gown, a black fuftian 
© doublet, plain hofe, coarfe canvafs for his fhirts, falle 
* ing bands, &c. all which apparel he gave to the poor, 
§ fome weekly, fome monthly, fome quarterly; faving = 
6 French cap that he wore, which he kept @ twelvemonth. 
* He was modeft, temperate, fearing God, hating 
* covetoufnefs. His charity was extraordinary, he for- 
* bore his food one mea! in three, and one diy in four; 
« that he might the better relieve the poor. His lodging 
* was upon itraw ; and he had cuarfe new canvafs fheets, 
‘ which, when once foul, he gave away. He had by his 
© hedfide a tub of water, in which in the dark night he 
‘ bathed himfelf. He taught with great modcfty and 
# gravity.’ 
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REDERIC. MYCONIUS was born at Liche 
tenfeldt, in: Franconia, December the twenty-fixth, in 
the 1491, of -religious parents, and bred up at 
{chool there till he was thirteen years of age, and then 
was fent to Annaberg, where he udied tili he was twenty, 
About that age he entered into a monaftry of Francif- 
cans, without the knowledge of his parents. To this 
ftep he was led, by the fuperftition of the times, not for 
the love of eafe, (fa ‘Macbier Adam) and auch lefs for 
the fake of his belly or pleafures; but with a view to 
ferve God, and to obtain, his own righteoufnefs, the 
yemifion both of his own fins and of others. For the 
monks perfuaded men, ¢ That their vow was equivalent 
to baptifm ; that it was the ftate of perfection; that 
the monaftic rules and ordinances [verbo DEI multis 
perafan is anteire] were yery far to be preferred to the 
‘wor of God; that the habit of their order was much 
holier ‘than all other garments; and that whofoever 
fhould be buried in the cowl of a monk, would infal- 
libly obtain the remiffion of ane-third part of all his 
fins ;’ with much other goadly doGrine of the fame 
profitable kind. ° ' 

The fir night after his entry, Myconius had 2 remark- 
able dream, ‘which proved prophetical, but is too long for 
infertion here,’ In this monaftry he read the fchoolmen 
and Auguffine’s works, He read alfo, at meal-times, the 
bible with Lyra’s notes, which he continued for feven 
years together, ‘and with fuch exadtnefs, that he had it 
alwoft by heart: But at length, defpaiting of making am 
tonfiderable attainments in learning, he turned him(elf 
to the mechanical ‘arts. About which time the arrant 
vagabond Tetzelius brought his indulgences into Germany, 
Voatting of the virtue of them, and exhorting all mens 
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fs they loved their own falvation, and the falvation of 
their deceafed friends, that they fhould buy them, &e, 
Myconius had been taught, by his father, the Lord’s 
prayer, the creed, the logue; and had been admos 
hifhed to pray often ; that the blood of Criff only could 
cleanfe us from fin; that if only three perfons were to be 
faved by this blood, he thould endeavor to be one of 
them ; and that pardon of fin and eternal life could not 
be bought with money, &e. From this circumflance, it 
has been fippofed chat Mdyconius’s father had fecretly em- 
braced the dogtrine of the Wuldenfes. Mycenius, how- 
ever, was greatly troubled, not knowing whether to bes 
lieve his father or the priefts; but underftanding, that 
there was a claufe in the indulgences, that they fhould 
he freely given to the poor, he went to Tetzelius, and begged 
him to give him one, for that he was a poor finner, and 
one that needed 2 free pardon of his fins, and a partici- 
pation of the merits of Chrift. Tetzelins wondered to hear 
him (peak Latin fo well, which was what few priefts 
could do in thofe days; and he therefore confulted with 
his colleagues, what was bett to be done, who advifed 
him to give Adyconins a pardon : But, after a long debate, 
Tetuelius concluded, * That the pope wanted money, with- 
* out which he could not part with an indulgence.” 
Myconius urged the above-mentioned claufe in the bull ; 
upon which Teizelixs’s colleagues defired he might have 
one given bim, pleading his Icarning, ingenuity, eoverty 
&c. and that it would be a difhonor both to God and 
the pope to deny him one: Bur ftill Tetzeliur abfolutely 
refufed, Upon this one of them whifpered to Afyconiusy 
to give alittle moncy for one, which he refufed to do: 
They fearing the event, and believing that he was fub- 
orned by others, offered him money to buy onc with 
but he would not accept of it, faying, “ That, if he 
®© chofe to buy one, he could fell 3 book for that pur~ 
*© pofe, but he defired one for God’s fake, which if th 
‘© denied him, he wifbed them to confider how they coul 
“* anfwer it to God, &c.” But prevailing nothing, he 
‘went away rejoicing, that thcre was yet a God in 
heaven to pardon finners freely, &c. according to that 
promife, As Z live, faith the Lord, I defire net the death of 
a finner, Be, 

A little time after this [viz, in the year 1516] he took 
orders, and read privately Luther’s books with Fab Fait, 
till he made profeffion of the truth, which gave great 
effence to the other friats, who feverely threatened as 
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for it. About this period, while Lather was attacking 
the errors and blafphemies of the church of Rome at 
Wittenberg, and the light of the gofpel, to thine, 
he ieceived a call to be a preacher at Vinaria, which he 
accepted of, and where at firfthe mixed fome popitfh 
errors with the truth; but being further enlightened by 
the Sprait’s teaching in reading the fcriptures and Lu- 
ther’s works, lie at length began to preach boldly againft 
popery, and to hold forth the truth clearly; which 
f with fuch inciedible fwiftnefs, not only through 
Rasen, but through all Europe, ‘ as if,’ fays our bio- 
@tapher, ‘ the angels had been the carriers of it.’ After- 
‘wards, in the 1524; he was called to Gotha, to teach 
and sore the Thuringian churches, where he lived 
with his colleagues twenty-two years in much peace and 
concord; of which himfelf fays, “ Cucurrimus, certa- 
<* vimus, laberavimus, pi imus, vicimus, &% viximus 
* femper conjunéliffime, 3c.” i.e. “ We ran, we ftrove, 
we fought, we conquered, and we lived together always 
in the greatcft harmony and love.” He was remarkable 
for the great pains he took to pacify and kcep quiet the 

OF common people ; and is faid to have made fuch 
an oration to great numbers of them, that were pulling 
down fome noblemen’s hou(es, that they all went awa’ 
in peace. The fame year he married, and, by the blef- 
fing of God, had a numerous poflerity. 

t this early period, the found of the gofpel was hap- 
pily Spread over moft parts of Germany; and the follow~ 
ing illuftrious perfons were fcattered over it and the 
bordering countries; Luther, Zuinglius, Melanfhon, Po- 
meran, Amsdorf, Urbanus Regius, Snepfius, Brentius, Vitus 
Theodorus, Fe m Alpin, Herman Bonn, Fobn Hef, Ambrofe 
Moiban, Brifman, Speratus, Poliander, P. lius, Haxs- 
man, N. Medlerus, J. Cafius, F. Longus; and many 
others. 

He accompanied the eleGtor of Saxony in many of his 
journics into the Low Countries, and other places, where 
preached the gofpel openly and faithfully, though 
often at the hazard of his life. About this time, our king 
Henry VIII. had fallen out with the pope, for not divorcing 
him from his wife Catherine, aunt to Charles V. emperor 
of Germany, and king of Spain, becaufe of whofe great- 
nefg the pope durft not do it. ‘The king then fent over to 
the German princes, efpecially to the duke of Saxony, to 
confederate againft the pope, and to join with him in an 
agrecment reipecting religion; upon which account J]y- 
3 
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tenis was fent over to England, partly about religion: 
matters, but principally about a match between king 
Henry and Anne of Cleve. Mycanius upon bis arrival 
foon difcovered the king’s hypucrify refpecting religion, 
not only by the fix articles about that time eftab! hed, 
but alfo by his imprifoning of Latimer, beheading lord 
Cromwel, burning Dr, Barnes; &c. and by his feizing alk 
the abbey-lands ; 911 which gave him fitch offence that 
he left England. Upon his return home, he was called 
by Henry of Saxory to vifit and reform, (in conjunction 
with Luther, ‘Jonas, Cruciger, and others) the churches 
of Mijnia, The oceafion of this reformation-vifit was; 
George duke of Saxcny, laying on his death-bed, fent to 
his brother Henry (all his own fons being already dead) 
defiring him, as he was to be his fucceffor, not to make 
any innovations in religion; ac the fame time he pro- 
mifed him, by his ambaffadors, golden mountains if he 
would comply with his requeft. To whom Henry an- 
fwered, * ‘This embaflage of your’s is juft like the devil's 
€ dealing with Chrit, when he promifed him all the 
© world if he would fall down and worthip him: But, 
® for my own part, I am refolved not to depart from the 
« truth which God hath revealed unto me.” But before 
the return of the ambailador, duke George was dead: 
Upon which Henry, notwithftanding all the oppofitions 
of the papifts, carricd on the Reformation in the churches. 
This reformation-work being finifhed, Myconius vitited 
all the churches in Téuringia; und, with the help of 
Melanéthon and fome others, he provided them paftors and 
fchoolmafters, and procured ftipends to be fettled upon 
them for their maintenance. 

In the year 1541, he fell into a confumption, of which, 
he wrote to Luther, ‘* That he was fick, not todcath, but 
* unto life:’? Which interpretation of the text pleafed 
Luther exceedingly; who wrote for anfwer, ‘1 pray 
© Chrift our Lord, our filvation, and our health, &c. 
© that I may not live to fee thce and fome oth:rs of our 
© colleagues to die, and go to heaven, and leave me here 
* amongft the devils alone. {I pray God, that 1 may firft 
* lay down this dry, exhaufted, and unprofitable taber- 
© nacle: Farewel, and God forbid, that I fhould hear of 
© thy death while I live; but nay God grant thee to out- 
* tive me: This is my prayer, and my with, and may it 
« be ted me; amen; fer I afk it for the glory of 
* God’s holy name, and not for my own eafe or profit.’ 
Awhile after, Myconius recovered according to this 

prayer, 


254 DIAZIUE 


» though his difesfe feemed to be defperate; and 
gatlive’ it x year, even till tie ye aie Luter 
leath ; upoa whic! ‘Fonas remarks, in {peakin 
Luther, Tre vir ped bec! ‘velait; That man could have 
of God whatever he pleafed. Adconixs, a little before 
his death, wrote an excellent letter to John Frederié 
elector of Saxony, in which he praifed God for raifing up 
three fuccefively in that family, namely; Frederic, Jobn, 
and Fobn Frederic, to undertake the patronage of Luther, 
&c. He was a man of fingular piety: of folid learning; 
of an excellent judgement, of a burning zeal, and of an 
admirable candor and gravity. He died of a relapfe into 
his former difeafe, on the feventh of April, in 1546, 
having lived fifty-five years, three months, and feventecn 
days; And he died as he had lived, glorifying God for 
all the mercies which had been received by him and by 
the church in the bleffed Reformation, He was a dear 
friend to Luther; and Luther was not lefs foto him. In 
their lives, they were united ; and, in their deaths, they 
were not long divided ; for Myconius furvived his magna- 
nimous friend only feventy-feven days. 


Stigelius wrote the following epitaph for his tomb. 
1¢ duce, Gotha, tibi monftrata eft gratia CHRISTI} 
ay pia Myconii pose oe pts 
Dottrind et vite tibi moribus ille reliquit 
Exemplum: Hoc ingens, Gotha, tuere decus. 


He is faid to have publithed the following works: Eis 
io in Evang. Marct. Enarrationes in Pfalmumci. Expo» 
ines in Evang. fecundim Mattheum, Lucam, & ‘Fohannem, 
Commentaria in Efaiam; Feremiam, & Fonam,  Narratio 
de vitd & morte Zuinglit. Sermo de liberis rectt educandit: 
De crapulé; & Ebrietate: De fanere 8 ufuré, Sei 






JOHN DIAZIUS 


HIS learned, pious, and conftant fufferer, in 

the caufe of God and truth, was born and edu- 
cated in Speis, and from thence was fcat to Paris 
to 
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to complete his ftudies; but it pleafed God, in the read 
ing of the books of Luther and fome other proteftant 
divines, fo to enlighten his mind and to teach him the 
knowledge of the truth from the fcripturc, that he began 
to fee and abhor the herefies and abominations of the 
church of Rome. Invorder therefore to further himéelf in 
the knowledge and ftudy of the gofpel, he went to Geneva, 
where he became intimatcly acquainted with Caken, and 
was very dear to him. From Geneva he went to Straf~ 
burgh, where Bucer, obferving his learning, piety, and 
diligent application to ftudy, obtained leave of the fenate 
for him to be joined with him to go to the difputation 
at Ratifoon, When he came thither, he vifited Peter 
Malvinda a Spaniard, the pope’s agent in Germany, whoy 
finding that he came in compeny with Bucer and other 
proteftant divines, was much furprized, but more upon 
obferving the great change that had taken place in him 
fince he knew him at Paris, Malvinda was alfo excced- 
ingly uncafy that the proteftants had got a Spaniard 
amongft them, prefuming they would triumph more in 
him than in many Germans; and therefore tried al! ways 
and mcans to draw him back to the church of Rome; 
fometimes making large proffers and promifes to him, at 
other times threatening him with fcvere Bunithments, 
and mixing both with carncft intreaties. But when he 
found he was unfuccefaful in all his endeavors, he fent 
for his brother Alphonfus Diaxius, one of the pope’s 
lawyers, from Rome; who, hearing that his brother was 
turned proteftant, came with all {peed into Germany, 
pringing @ notorious cut-throat with him, refolving cither 
to draw him back to popery, or to deftroy him. 

When Alphonfus came to Ratifoon, his brother Joba 
‘was gone to Newberg about the printing of Bucer’s books 
to which place Alpbonfus followed him; and there they 
paaintained many difputations upon religions matters: 
But Aphonf finding his brother Fobn fo ftedfaft in the 
belief of the truths of the gofpel, that neither the pope’s 
agent by his promifes or threats could terrify him, nor 
he, by his perfuafions and pretenfions of brotherly love, 
could prevail upon him, to return to popery ; he feigned 
to take a moft friendly and affectionate leave of him, 
and departed. But, foon after, he returned with his 
ruffianly murderer, and, by the way, they bought an 
hatchet of a carpenter. A} s fent the ruffian in firft, 
difguifed, with letters to his brother, himfelf following 
behind: And while Fobn Diaxius was reading the letters, 
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this bloody murderer cleft his head with the hatchet ; and 
taking horfe they both rode away. ‘This cruel a was 
perpetrated in the 1546. Alpbonfus, another inhu- 
man Cain, was highly applauded by the papifts for his 
deed. But God did not fuffer this unnatural cruelty ta 

unpunifbed ; for, not long after, he was fo exceed- 
ingly tormented with horrors and dread of confcience, 
that being at Trent, when the general council was held 
there, he died, like Fudas, by hanging himfelf. 

‘We thought this account of a Spaniard, though short, 
might be the more defirable, as the country of his birth 
was ever famous for bigotry and fuperftition, and hath 
been semarkably barren in the real profeffion of the 

fpel. Indeed, it hath not, of late ages, been much 

iftinguifhed for men of great Jiberality or learning, and, 
at this day, partakes {cfs of civil and religious Rerey 
than any other kingdom in Eyrope, ‘The people there 
know fill Jefs of that fpiritual’ and heavenly liberty, 
with which Chrift makes his people free: And their 
Bloody and horrid inguifition will do what it can to 
keep them ignorant of it. All the aéts of faith (as 
thamefully call the executions of this abominable tri- 
bunaj) are begun in ignorance and infamy, and end in 
cruelty and blood, 

Spain has, however, produced fome few learned men 
of the’ rf clafs, within the three paft centuries: But 
thefe have, almoft without exception, been bigots of the 
church of Rome, and employed their talents im fupport- 
ing the papal jurifdidion, “It is a pleafure to fee an 
example to the contrary; and, therefore, our Readers 
will not think it an impertinent digrefiion to relate, 
that Cyprian de Valera was of this country, became a 
fincere as well as learned proteftant, made 2 voyage to 
England for improvement, and returned with the bible 
tranflated into Spanib; copies of which, with copies of 
a Spanifh tranflation’ of Calvin's inftitutes, he difperfed 
among his countrymen.—The word ey He indeed 
2 dof great price; but the a lone can 
nee it Abed fa the foul, and render thofe, who read 
it, wife unto faivation. Happy for his countrymen, if 
the fame light, which bleffed his mind, had illuminated 
their's! : 
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ASPAR CRUCIGER, was born at Leipfck in 
Mifaia, 1504, of religious parents, who brought 
him up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, as 
well as in all ufeful learning. He was naturally inclined 
to melancholy, loved retirement, was much in medita- 
tion, and of few words. In the midft of company he was 
frequently abfent, and collected within himfelf. The 
difcovery of this temper in him, in his childhood, gave 
his parents occafion to conclude, that he would be dull 
in underftanding, and of a flow capacity, But judge- 
ments of this kind have been very frequently crroncous ; 
for fome, who have promifed but little in their infancy, 
have turned out the firft of men; while others, who have 
made an early thew, have yielded ouly difappointment to 
the fond expectation of their friends. “Crueger, when put 
under the tuition of an able mafter, foon afforded proofs 
of a reach and ftrength of genius, which furprized every 
body who knew him. Nothing was too difficult, in 
human fcience, for his comprehenfiun, and his induftry 
equalled the clearnefs of his judgement, and the pene- 
tration of his mind. Having acquired the Latin language, 
he ftudied the Greet, together with Camerarius, under 
Richard Croke, an Englifoman. At this time it was faid 
of him, ¢ That though he feemed dull to every body, he 
* acquired more knowledge than all his fellow-ftudents 
© put together.” Yet, with all his attainments, he w2s 
meek, modeft, and humble in his deportment, tinctured 
with no arrogance or oftentation; patient, chafte and 
ious. He was beloved by his tutor, as though he had 
een his fon, and indeed the affcion and eftcem of 
the whole academy, where he ftudied. 
Having made great proficiency in letters, he went to 
“the univerfity of W titers, to ftudy divinity, with 2 
view of being more ufeful to the church: There he 
Li acquired 
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acquired the Hebrew | and became very fkilfol 
in it; for whatever he ftudied, he ftudied profoundly. 
He then was called from Wittenberg to govern the {choot 
at Magdeburg, where he taught with great fuccefs and 
applaufe till the year 1527, when he was invited back 
again to Vittenberg, to preach and expound the fcriptures ; 
which he did with fo much judgement and ufe, that they 
conferred upon him the degree of doétor in divinity. At 
that univerlity, he alfo ftudied and praétifed phyfic and 
botany, both of which he greatly delighted in, He was 
very helpful to Luther in his tranflation of the bible. To 
Luther he was extremely dear, both for the probity of his 
manners, and the foundnefs of his doftrine. He is faid 
to write fo fwiftly, that he was requefted to take down 
the difputation at Worms, in 1540, which he did with 
fo much eafe and exaétnefs, that, at the fame time, he 
fuggefted to Melan&hon many things which he had not 
anfwered to his adverfary, and feveral hints with which 
he confuted the arguments of Eckivs his opponent. This 
being obferved by Granvel Bane, who there perfonated 
the emperor, it caufed him to fay, * That the Lutherans 
« had a clerk that was more learned than all the papifts.’ 
And the following lines of Martial were frequently ap- 
plied to him, upon account of this extraordinary faculty. 


Current verba licet, manus eft volecier illis: 
Nondum lingua fuum, dextra peregit opus. 


© Though words can fwiftly run, 
* His pen could move mote faft : 
* The tongue had fcarcely done, 
© But hand the work had pait.” 


He frequently made notes of Luther's fettions, white 
he was preaching them, and could recite them per extenfumy 
or as they were delivered, afterwards, 

He always oppofed the errors of thie fanatical Anabap- 
tifts of that day, and was very careful to preferve the truth 
from corruption: He had a great averfion to fophifticwl 
and ambiguous phrafes, which had often caufed much 
trouble in the church; and he took fuch frequent delight 
in contemplating the foot-fteps of God in the creation, 
that he would often fay with Se. Paul, ¢ That God was 
* fo near unto us, that he might be almoft felt with our 
© hands.’ In the latter part of his time he ftudied the 
mathematics, in which be made fo great a progrefs that 
few excelled him. He was alfo a moft accomplifhed op- 
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tician : In fhort, he maftered almoft the whole compafs 
of human Icarning, and, what was better, applied all he 
learned to the ufe of thofe abouthim. ‘To the fick, he 
was a phyfician, under God, both for body and foul; 
and a fica toall men. At Jength, by intenfe and in- 
ceffant application to ftudy, he brought upon himfclf a 
difcafe, which, though it walted his body away, did not 
impair his intellects. He laid fick three months, all which 
time he gave the moft lively demonftrations of his faith, 
patience, and piety. Every thing he faid fpoke the deepeft 
refignation to the divine will, and that full affurance of 
faith, with which he waited for glory. Nor did he give 
up his ftudics during his ficknefs, but turned into Lutin 
Luther's books concerning the laft words of David; and 
often read the Palms, and fometimes othcr authors. His 
common converfation with his friends was upon the 
principles of religion, the affairs of the church, immors 
tality, and our fwect communion in heaven, 

A little before his death he called to him his two young 
daughters, and caufed them to repeat their prayers before 
him, and then himfelf prayed with great fervency, for 
himfelf, the church, and thefe his orphans, carneftly and 
often repeating thefe words; ‘* I call upon thee, O om= 
‘© nipotent God, eternal and only Father of our Lord 
“© Fefus Chrift, maker of heaven and earth, of mankind 
‘* and of thy church, and upon thy co-eternal Son our 
* Lord ‘Jefur Chrift and upon the Holy Spirit, thou only 
“© wift, faithful, juft, truc, merciful and holy God; 
*© have mercy upon me, and forgive me all my fins for 
« Chrif?s fake, who was crucified and raifed again for 
us, the Word and everlafting image of thy perfon, whom 
* thou madeft to be a propitiation, and alfo mediator 
‘© and jnterceffor for thy people, by thy wonderful and 
“© unfpeakable coyenant; O fanctify me by thy Hol: 
«« Spirit, and preferve the remnant of thy church in thefe 
*© Jands, nor fuffer the light of thine own gofpel to be 
“ put out, Make my dear orphans veffels of mercy. 
«¢ Lord, I call upon thee; and though it be with a languid 
** and feeble faith, yet with faith notwithftanding. I 
*© truft in thy promife, O thou Sonof God, which thou 
“© didft {eal by thy blood and by thy refurreétion. Help, 
“© helpme, Lord Fefus, and fupport and warm my bofom 
“« with faith to the end ! Having repeatedly uttered thefe 
words, he inculcated upon his children his paternal ad- 
yice, refpecting the welfare of their fouls, and fpent the 
remainder of his time in prayer; and fe quictly ended his 
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days at Wittenberg, on November the fixteenth, in ry48, 
and in the forty -Afth year of his age. Confidering the 
mutability of afl fublunary things, he ufed often to fay, 


“ Omnia pratereunt, prater amare deum.” 


All things muft perith, but God’s love: 
‘That only, nothing can remove. 


He publithed fome theological commentaries, upon the 
fpel of St. Fobn, pon the firft epiftle of St. Paul to 
imethy, upon the Palms, and upon two controverted 
articles in the Nicene creed. He wrote a tract of the 
“© Method of teaching,’ which has been afcribed to 
Melanftbon. And the Chriftian church is obliged to Cra 
ciger’s nimble pen for many remains of Luther, which 
had otherwife been loft, 


PAULUS FAGIUS 


AULUS FAGIUS, in the Germen language, called 
Buzhlin, a learned divine, was born at Reimzabern 

in Germany, in the year 1$04, and received the founda~ 
tion of bis learning in that town, under his father Peter 
Buchlin, who was chief {choolmafter there. He was fent 
to Heidelberg at eleven Of age, and at hos esias to 
Strafburgh, where not being properly fup > by rea- 
fon of his parents narrow circumftances, be ‘had recourfe 
to teaching others, in order to find himifelf books and 
neceffaries. The ftudy of the Hebrew growing into vogue 
in Germany, Fagius applied himfelf to it; and by the 
help of Capite’s two books of rules and inftruGions for 
Jearning the Hebrew, and of Eas Levita a learned Few, 
became a very great proficient in it, This branch of 
learning led inn into a ftri& acquaintance with Capite, 
Hedio, Bucer, Zellius, and other learned Reformers. In 
the year 1527, he took upon him the eare of a fchool at 
Afna ; where he married a wife, and had {everel children, 
Afterwards, 
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Afterwards, quitting the fchoolmatfter, he entered inta 
the miniftry, and became a fedulous preacher. This was 
about the year 1537- Petrus Bufflerius, one of the fenae 
tors of Jfna, being informed of his perfec knowledge in 
the holy tongue, and of the natural biafs which he had 
to learning, ereéted 2 printing-houfc at his own coft and 
charge, to the end that Fagius might publith, whatever 
he might deem ufcful to religion and to pofterity: But 
the event did not anfwer the charges Buffcrus had been 
at. Fagius, however, profecuted his ftudies with con- 
tinued zeal, and was allowed to be one of the greatefe 
Hebreans of his time. He often employed his knowledge 
to the confutation of the Jews, with whom he had ftre- 
nuous debates. Mr. Leigh notes of him, that, as the 
“Fews fay of Dfofes Ben Main (or Afaimonidrs), from 
Mofes to Mafes not one has rifen up like this Mofes; fo 
the Germans night add of Paulus Fagins, that from Paul 
to Pax! not one, in this way, has appcared like this 
Paul, 

In the year r5qx, the plague began to {prend at Ifnas 
when Fogius underftanding, that Re wealthieht sae 
inhabitants were about to leave the place, without having 
any regard to the poorer fort, he rebuked them openly, 
and admonifhed them of their dury; that they fhould 
either continue in the town, or liberally beffow their 
alms before they went, for the relicf of thofe they left 
behind; adding that, during the time of their vifitation, 
he would himielf in perfon vifit thofe that were fick, 
would adminifter f{piritual comfort to them, pray for 
them, and be prefent with them day and night: All 
which he did, and yet cfcaped the diftemper. At the 
fame feafon, the plague was hot in Strajburgh, and, 
among many others, took off Wolfgang Capito; upon 
which Fagins was called by the fenate to fucceed him; 
and here he continucd preaching till the beginning of 
the German wars. Then Frederic the fecond, the prince 
elector palatine, intending a Reformation in his churches, 
called Fagius from Strasburgh to Heidelberg, and made 
him public profeffor there: But the emperor prevailing 
againft the ele&tor, the Reformation was put a ftop to, 
During his refidence there, he publifhed many books for 
the promotion of Hebrew learning; which were greatly 
approved by Bucer, Hedi, Zellias, and others, who were 
the fir& planters of the gofpel in thofe parts, and who 
alfo employed him to read divinity lectures on week- 
days, and ‘to officiaic for them in ‘other parts of their 
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ral fanétion, when they were hindered themfelves by 

koefs or other important avocations. Even Scaliger 

confeffed him to be the moft learned of all the Chriftians 
of histime in the Hebrew tongue. 

:, His father dying in the year 1548, and the perfecution 
in Germany threatening penalties and banifhments 
to all, who did not profe(s the doctrine of the church of 
Rome; he and Bucer came over to England, upon yeceiv- 
ing letters from archbifhop Cranmer, in which they had 

affurances of a kind reception and 3 handfome 

Ripend, if they would continue there, They arrived in 
April, 15493 were cordially entertained for fome time in 
the palace at Lambeth; and were deftined at length to 
tefide at Cambridge; where they were to perfect a new 
tranflation and illuftration of the fcriptures; Fagiur tak- 
ing the Old Teftament, and Bucer the New, for their 
feveral parts. But this was all put an end to, by the 
fadden illnefs and death of both thefe gracious and learned 
rofeflors. Fagius fell ill at London of a quartan fever, 
Bue would be removed to Cambridge, upona prefumption 
of receiving benefit from the change of air. He died 
there upon the 13th of November, 1550, aged 453 and 

Bucer did not live above a year after him. See Bucer’s 
life. Melchior Adam fays, that Fagius flept with great 
yefignation in Cbrif, not without fufpicion of havin 
“been poifoned ; which laft circumftance is not mentionc: 
by any of the Zagiif hiftorians. 

Both their bodies were dug up and burnt in the reign 
of queen Mary, both becaule they had maintained the 
doGrine of predeGination with the other Reformers, and 
hbecaufe they, in their writings, had highly commended 
thofe Reformers. Fagius was tall in ffature, fomewhat 
black-vifaged ; his countenance appeared ftern, yet fuch 
as commanded reverence; he was of an affable and cour- 
teous difpofition, affeftionate, meek, and lowly; an ex- 
cellent orator, and a great ftudent, as appears by his 
works; which are, x. A tranflation of Thefoites Elias. 
2. Apothegms of the Hebrew fathers. 3. Moral fentences 
of Ben Syra, alphabetically digefted, with notes. 4. The 
tranflation of Tobias Hebraicus. 5. Hebrew prayers ufed 

the Fews on their folemn feftivals. 6, An expofition 
of the Hebrew fayings on the four firft chapters of Gencfir, 
with the Chaldee paraphrafe of Ongeles. 7. Tranilation of 
4 book called, of the truth of faith; compiled by a con~ 
yerted Few, to prove the verity of the Chriftian religion. 
8. Commentaries on certain Pfalms by Kimsbi, ia 
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Hebrew preface to Elias Levita’s Chalder lexicon. 10. The 
Targum, with notes. 11. An introduétion to the Hebrew 
tongue. And many others. 

felcbior Adam has preferved the heads of his valediftory 
fermon, when Fagius left Strafourgh; in which, amon 
other exhortations, he defired his hearers; ‘* not to raife 
« 4 difturbance, nor attempt by human force, to keep 
“ the miniffers of the gofpel among them, now attacked 
S¢ by perfecution; but to read their bibles, to edify one 
*¢ another, and to continue in the doétrine which had 
« been faithfully preached to them; to honour the mini- 
© fters for their work’s fake, who were not fent to ferve 
“ their own bellies, nor to pleafé men; that the caufes 
«© of the prefent evil were, 1. That wherever God raifed 
*¢ a church, the devil would build a chapel by it. 2, 
© That the profeffors of the gofpel had been too remifs 
“ and fecure, fo that the devil had fown his tares. 3. 
© That they had been too little thankful for the divine 
St bleffing of God’s word. 4. That God would try his 
‘© own, and, by the trial, feparate the chaff from the 
grain,” He added concerning himfelf: ‘1 bear the 
‘© trumpet of fedition, upon this occafion; but, I blefs 
¢ God, I have inftigated no man to follow it. This 
“© cannot truly be faid of me, What I would confefs is, 
“ that I have been too little diligent in preaching the 
‘© gofpel among you ; for which I implore pardon of m 
ce Bod. Pray for me, that I may abide fhithtul in 3 
«¢ affidtions, Iam dat aman: And even Peter fell,"— 
Thus humbly did this gracious man think and fpeak of 
himfelf! He knew his own heart; and knew too, that 
nothing but almighty grace could kecp that heart from 
falling. This is a point of wifdom, which comes alone 
from heaven, and which is given to al) the faithful in 
leading them thither. 
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Mifoct, in r4ag1, and died at Cambridge in 1551. 
‘was one of the ableft minifters of that century, and 
‘there were but few ecclefiattical negociations in which he 
‘was not employed. He wrote feveral books, and com~ 
pofed many lectures, in which he labored with great zeal, 
and much dexterity, to pacify the differences between the 
Lutherans and Zuinglians. He wifhed that both parties 
bad ‘been lefs rigid; and that t affair might have 
happy fo |, if all the had been perfons of 
‘a reconciling temper like himfelf, 

Bacer was a man. of immenfe learning. From his 
earlieft youth he applied himfelf to acquire a thorough 
Rnowledge of the Greek and Hebrew. He read Erafmus's 
hooks with great attention. Meeting afterwards with 
“fonie of Luther's treatifes, and comparing the doctrine 
“there delivered with the {cripture, he began to doubt of 
his Remi principles. His uncommon learning and elo- 
quence, which was affifted by a ftrong and mufical voice, 
recommended him to the el palatine, who made him 
one of his chaplains. 

Bucer met Luther at the diet of Worms in 1521, when 
they paffed feveral days in familiar converfation ; after 
which Bacer embraced the doG@rine of Luther, and openly 
profeffed it from that time. Two years after, he was 
admitted into the number of the reformed preachers in 
Strafeurgh ; and he fubferibed a book with them, which 
they publifhed in 1524, fetting forth the reafons that 
induced them to renounte : But he wrote fome 
tradts in 1527, in defence of the Zuinglians againft Bren- 
tius and Pemeranus, who were Lutherans, He affifted, 
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in 1529, a8 deputy of the church of Strasburgh, in the 
conferences of Marpurg, where they endcavored to pacify 
the diffentions between the Luthcrans and the Zuinglians: 
But i¢ was falfe, that he begun by being a facramenta- 
rian, for he followed Luther as the inftrument of his 
converfion from the beginning. 

‘The bithop of AMfeaxx endeavors to make Bucer pafs for 
a diffembler, and alledges the teftimony of Calvin for it. 
© Whether Bucer had a formal defign to trifle with the 
* world by affected equivocations, or whether any con- 
fuled idea of reality made him believe, that he might 
fincerely fubfcribe to exprofiions fo evidently contrary 
to thc figurative fenfe, is left to the judgement of the 
prowftants. It is certain that Calvin, his friend, and 
in fome meafurc his difciple, when he would exprefs a 
Mameable obfeurity in a profcffion of faith, faid, that 
there was nothing fo perpiexed, fo obfcure, fo ambigu- 
ous, fo winding in Bucer himfelf.’ It was faid by 
‘Fuflus Fonas, that there was in Zuinglius fomething rultic, 
and a litele arrogant : In Qecolampadius a wonderful good 
nature and clemency: In Hedio no lefs humanity and 
good mature: In Bucer a fox-like cunning, imitatin, 
prudence and fagacity. But the bithop of Mfeaux woul 
not rely on the difadvantageous judgement that this divine 
of Saxony made of Bucer, after the conferences of Mar- 
purg in 1529. 

All the works of Bucer were very moderate: But, it is 
faid, by one who was an Arminian in his heart, that 
Calvin caftrated fome of them at his pleafure at Genrve. 
However, we are told, that * Bucer ufed, as often hap- 
* pens among learned men as long as they live, to revife 
© his Jucubrations, to add, or take away, and even to 
* retract fome things.’ Bucer declares this concerning 
him(clf, in his preface to his commentaries on the gofpels, 
in thefc words ; “ This difturbs fome, becaufe they make 
no doubt but many will be offended, that I now feem 
not very confiftenr with myfelf. Becaufe the Lord 
“has given me to underftand fome places more fully 
“ than | formerly did, which as it is fo bountifully given 
** to me, why thould T not impart it liberally to my 
‘ brethren, and ingenuoufly declare the goodnefs af the 
‘€ Lord? What inconfiftency is there in profiting in the 
*¢ work of falyation? And who, in this age, or in the 
* Jaft, has treated of the (cripture, and has not expcri- 
“ enced, that, even in this ftudy, one day is the fcholar 
* of another?” Afterwards he produces the example of 
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Auguftine in his retraGtions, and wifhes that more books 
of retractions were publithed. If Bycer himfclf declares 
that he retradted many things of his former meditations, 
by what confequence, or even with what confcience, 
an any one affert, that the later editions of his works are 
corrupted ; if every thing, in fome places of them, is not 
found expreffed in the very fame words? David Paraus 
made a confeffion like this of Bucer; for which he was 
infulted by a jefuit of Mentz, 

Luther ‘did not admire Bucer; and yet Bucer has been 
ranked with Luther, Zuinglius, Calvin, and Cranmer, as 
one of the promoters of the Reformation, to whom the 
proteftants are more obliged than to Brafmus, whuie 
timidity offendcd the Reformers, by his obftinately ad- 
hering to the interpretations of the church, upon whofe 
authority he founded his faith and belief of the canonical 
feripturcs. Ina civil letter to Bucer, in 1527, Erafmus 
fets forth his reafons why he could not join with the 
reformed; and gives them avery bad character; though 
he declares his efteem for Bucer, who, like Erafmus, 
endeavored to pacify the religious difputants, and bring 
thinas to an accemmodation; and, Tike Erufmus, was 
infulted by both partics. 

Bithop Burnet faye, that © Bucer was a very learned, 
€ judicious, pious, and moderate perfon. Perbaps, he 
© ‘was inferior to none of all the Reformers for learning: 
« But for zeal, true piety, and a moft tender care of 
© preferving unity among the foreign churches, Afe- 
© danéthm and he, without any injury done to the reft, 
© may be ranked apart by themfclves. At Rati/bon he 
© had a conference with Gardiner, who was then ambaf- 
© fador from king Heery VIII. in which Gardiner broke 
© out into fuch a violent paffion, that, as he {pared no 
© reproachful words, fo the company thought he would 
© have fallen on Bucer and beat him. He was in fuch 
“ diforder, that the little vein between his thumb and 
© fore-finger did fwell and palpitate, which Bucer faid he 
* had never before that obferved in any perfon in his life." 
Even Cochlexs acknowledged, that Bucer and Melandthon 
were very learncd men. And cardinal Contarene, on his 
return out of Germany from the difputation at Rati/bon, 
being afked his judgement of the German divines, an- 
fwercd; * They have, ameng others, Martin Bucer, 
© endowed with that excellency of learning both in the~ 
© ology and philofophy, and, befides, of that fubtlety 
* and happineds in difputation, that he alone may be na 
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* againft all our learned men.’ ohn Grepper, likewite, 
ambailador of the archbifhop of Cologne, (aid of him, 
after the affembly at Rerenfpurg, * That he was the fitteft 
* man fn the world to reform religion, becaufe he was 
« not only very learned and exemplary in his life, buta 
® great lover of peace and cogcord.’ 

‘he Sacramentarians prefented their confeffion of faith 
at the dict of Augburgh, in 1530. It was drawn up by 
Bucer and Capito, and approved by the fenate of Sirah 
burgh, They held, that men arc only juitified by the 
merits of Jejes Chrijt, and faith; but that faith ought 
to be attended with charity: And they allowed only of 
two facraments, Baptifm, and the Lord's Supper. 

The Lutherans and Zuinglians differed about the Lord's 
Supper, and were feparated as to communion, ‘The Lus 
therans denied having any union with the Sacramen- 
tarians; and they were not able to hear the opinion of 
Luther : But there was a third party gathcred out of both, 
who were fenfible that they were not obliged to hold up 
their divifions, and Jabored to perfuade them that their 
opinions were not fo different, as was commonly thought, 
and that they might cafily re-unite, Bucer, then a mix 
nifter at Strafburgh, was at the head of this party, and 
undertook, purely out of a defire of uniting the Lutherans 
and Zuinglians, to draw up a confeffion of faith, which 
both fides might approve. ‘Ihe tafk was difficult to per~ 
form. Luther, and his followers, had always afferted, 
that the body and blood of Chri? were realty with the 
bread und wine in the Eucharitt. Zuinglivs, and his 
adherents, on the contrary, held, that the bread and wine 
were only figns of the buy and blood of Chrif, 

Thele two propofitions were direétly contrary. Bucer 
found out a medium, which he thought might fatisfy 
both parties; namely, that the bread and wine remained 
the faine fubftance, that they ever were, without any 
alteration; but, by receiving them, they received the 
fubftance of the real body and blood oti Chrif, fpi- 
ritually, and by faith. He made ufe ¢ fame fort of 
expreffions, as were made by the four imperial cities, 
Strafburgh, Conflance, Memminghen, and Lindau, and pre- 
fented to the diet of Augfburg. He made alfo the fame 
declaration to Luther, to perfuade him that the Sacramen- 
tarians were not of a contrary opinion to him about the 
Eucharift: But Lather knew the opinion of the Zuing- 
lians, and gave no credit to Bucer. He wrote a letter to 
the fenate of Fraacfert upon this occafion, in which hav- 
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ing clearly hewn the difference between his own doctrine 
and the Zuinglian, he fays, that the Zuinglians play after 
a ftrange manner with the words of Fefus Chrift: That 
they are a double-ton; tion, who fay that the 
body and blood of Fefus Grif are really in the facra- 
ment; but, when they explain themfelves, fay, that it is 
fpiritually, not corporeally; and fo continue in the error, 
that there is nothing but bread and winc in the Lord’s 
Supper. The minifters of Francfort made an apology 
aing this letter, and made ufe of Bucer’s exprefiions, 
atirming that believers receive the true body and blood 
of yes Chrift in the Lord’s Supper, and do really eat 
and drink it for the nourithment of their fouls: That 
though the bread and wine are not changed in their own 
nature, ait cannot be faid, that there is nothing in the 
Lord’s Supper except the bread and wine, but that it is 
the facrament of the true body and blood, which God 
has given us for the nourifhment of our fouls. The 
Zuinglians fufpedted, on the other fide, that Bucer was 
departed from their opinion; fo that in his journey to 
Zurick, which he made in May, 1533, he was forced to 
remove that fufpicion, by afluring them, that he was of 
the fame opinion which he maintained in the conference 
of Bern. He added, that he certainly knew, and could 
e, that the opinion of Luther did not differ from 

‘winghos, but in terms; and that the prefence of the body 
of Fafus Cbrifi, which he afferted in the Lord’s Supper, 
‘was not contrary to the doctrine of Zuinglius. 

The minifters of Aug/burg alfo complained of Bucer, 
and accufed him of having changed his opinion, by 
acknowledging that the body of j fut Chrift was eat 
corporeatly and fubftantially m the Lord’s Supper, and 
exhorting others to fubfcribe the confefion of Aug/bure, 
and the apology. They plainly told him, that they would 
acknowledge no other prefence of Toft Coriff in the 
Lord’s Supper, than that of which he fpeaks in the fixth 
chapter of St. Febr. Bucer replied, that the imperial 
cities had not, in the aflembly of Schweiafort, departed 
from the confeffion of faith, which they had given into 
the dict at Aug/urg; and that, by fableribing to the 
Confefion of Augfburg, they had not afferted a corporeal 
eating, but only promifed to teach nothing con to 
that confefion, which, in the article of the Lord’s Sup. 
per, might agree with the doctrine of Zuinglins. 

The minifters of Stra/oergh importuned the Switxers 
te draw up a confeffion of their faith about the Lorde 
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Supper. It was compofed at Bafi in thefewords: *We 

acknowledge, that our Lord Fefus Ctrif inftituted his 
holy Supper in remembrance of his pafiion, to publith 
his death with thank(giving, to thew our Chriftian 
charity, and union in the true faith. And asin bap- 
tifm the water retains its own nature; fo in the Lord’s 
Supper, in which the true and true blood of Fcfus 
Cnt is fignified and cede us with the eal 
wine by the minifter of the church, the bread and the 
wine remain. Now yre firmly believe, that Fefus Chriff 
is the nourifhment of faithful fouls to eternal life, and 
that our fouls are nourifhed and watered by true faith in 
© Fefus Chrif, with his ficth and his blood.’ They added, 
in the margin of that confetlion, fome words, by which 
they reftrained what they fecmed to fay, in favor of the 
real prefence, to a facramental and (piritual prefence by 
faith. 

‘What oppofition foever there was between the Luthe- 
rans and Zuis.lians, Bucer would not defpair of effectiny 
an union; and, to that end, he obtained that a fynod o| 
the minifters of the cities of Upper Grrmany thould meet 
at Conflance, in 1524. The minifters of Zarick wera 
invited; but not being ab:c to come, they fent 2 con- 
feffion of their faith, in which they expreficd their fenfe 
of the jacrament in the fame word: they had ufed at the 
conference at Bern; where they had declared, that they 
could not re-unite with Luther, unlef: he vould acknow~ 
Jedge that they cat the ficth of Fifus Chrift, no othvrwiley 
than by faith; for, according to his human nature, he 
is only in heaven, and is only in the cucharit by faith 
after a facramental manner, which makes things prefent 
not surely and fensibiy, but {piritually, and to be re~ 
ceived by faith. This form, approved by the churches 
of Basil, Schaffbaufen, and Gall, was received by the fynod 
of Conffance, and put into the hands of Bucer for him to 
communicate to Luther and Melanéthon. Bucer bad & 
conference with the latter at Cajfz/, in the prefence of 
the landgrave, and told him, “ that we received trul 
‘* and fubftantially the body and blood of Pefus Chit, 
“* when we receive the facrament; That th: bread and 
“6 wine are exhibiting figns; and, by recciving them, 
“© the body and blood Fefus Chrift ase given to us, 
*¢ and received by us: That the bread and body of Fefus 
“© Chriff are united, not by a mixture of fubftanc”, but 
“* becaufe it is given with the facrament.” Mefanétimn 
was inclinable enough to accept this expofition i Bus, 
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becaufe he aéted in the names of others, he would not 
conclude any thing, and obliged himfclf to give a fair 
account of Bucer’s words. Luther alfo began to be mere 
tra@able, after Bucer had made this declaration; and, in 
deveral letters, fhewed great inclination for an agreement, 
and to confer about the means of coming to an union. 

‘The minifters and magiftrates of the reformed cantons 
of Switzerland, met at Bafi in Fanuary, 1536, to draw 
up a confeffion of faith, “Bucer and Capito went thither 
and propounded an union with the Lutherans, affuring 
them that Luther was much mollified as to the Zuing- 
lians, and defired nothing more than to come to am 
agreement with them; and therefore prayed them, fo ta 
moderate the expreffions of their confeftion of faith, which 
they were about to draw up, efpecially in the articles 
about the cucharift, and the efficacy of the facramentsy 
as that they might forward the union, by omitting fuch 
words, as might occafion a conteft. This they partly 
obtained of the miniiters of Switzerland, from the con- 
feftion of faith which they had compofed. They owned, 
that the facraments of baptifm and the Lord’s Supper were 
not mere figns, but made up of figns, and things fignified. 
‘That the water was the iign in baptifm, and the thing 
fignified was regeneration and adoption: That, in the 
eucharift, the bread and wine are the figns, and the thin: 
fignified is the communion of the body of Chrift receive 
by faith: That the body and blood of Chrif is offered to 
the faithful in the Lord’s Supper, that Fefus Chri?’ may 
live in them, and they in Fefus Chrift, not that the body 
and blood of Fefus Chriff are naturally united to the 
bread and wine, or included in the elements, or carnally 
prefent; but becaufe they are fymbols, by which we have 
areal communion with the body and blood of Fefus Chrift 
to nourifh the foul fpiritually. This confefhon of faith 
was alfo approved in 2 fecond affembly of the magiftrates 
and mipifters of the proteftant cantons of Switzerland, 
held at Bafil in March of the fame year. 

The minifters of Strafburgh gave notice to thole of Bafl 
and Zurick, that they had appointed a fynod to meet at 
Eifenach, on the fourteenth of May, where Luther would 
be prefent to treat of an union about the article of the 
Lord’s Supper; and intreated them to fend fome of their 
divines. Bie Switzers thought it inconfiftent to fend 
any perfons from them; but fent their confefion of faith 
te Bucer and Capito, that they might prefent it to the 
Synod, Bucer and Capit carried it to Lifenach, vee 
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the minifters, fent by the chicfs of Upper Germany, were 
aifembled. Luther could not be there; and therefore 
they went to him at Wittenberg, where they arrived on 
the twenty-fecond of AdJay, and had a conference with 
hims Lwiber required of them, that they would plainly 
acknowledge, that the bread and wine in the facrament 
were the body and blood of our Lord, and that the good 
and bad receive them alike, When they met again, the 
next day, Luther afked them whether they would not ree 
yoke their opinion? Bucer antwered him, that their faith 
and doctrine concerning the facrament was, that, by the 
inftitution, and the operation of our Lord, and according 
to the natural fenfe of the words, the truc body and true 
blood of Fefus Chri? were made prefent, given, and re- 
ceived, with the vifible figns of bread and wine: That 
they alfo believed, that the hady and blood of ‘Yefes Chri 
arc offered by the miniiters of the church to all thofs that 
receive them: And that taey are not only received by the 
heart and mouth of the godly for falvation, but by the 
mouth of the unworthy for their condemnation ; which 
they yet defire may be underftood of the members of the 
church, Luzter replicd, he did not helieve the body and 
Blood of Ghrif were united with the bread ard wine by 
any natusal union, nor that they were locally included 
im the bread and wine; but he admitted a facramental 
union of the bread and body, and wine and blood. Then 
having confulted privately with the Saxcn divines, he 
returned to Bucer and his brethren, and told them, that 
if they did believe, and would teach, that the true body 
and truce blood of Jefus Chrift, were oitered, given, and 
taken in the Lord’s: Supper, and not mere bread and 
wine; and that this perception and cxhibition were made 
seally, and not after an imaginary manner, they were 
agreed among themielycs, and he would acknowledge and 
embrace them as brethren in Teas Chrift. 

This confeffion of faith was figned by the minifters of 
the cities of Upper Germany. Afterwards, on the twenty- 
fifth of May, they conferred with Pomeranus about images, 
the ceremonics of the mafs, prieits veftments, tapers, the 
elevation and adoration of the facrament, which were yet 
ufed in Saxony. Pcmeranus faid, that Luther confelted 
thefe things were amifs: But that he had hitherto con+ 
tinued them up on account of the weak, and was thinking 
to abolith them on the twenty-feventh of the fame month. 
Bucer and Capite delivered to Luther the confefbon of faith 
of the churches of Switzerland, that he might coca 
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He took notice of fome words, which, as he faid, might 
offend the weak. Neverthelefs he declared, thathe would: 
acknowledge them for his brethren, if they would fign 
the form of the union, which had been drawn up. Bucer, 
having undertaken to caufe it to be received by them, 
returned to Strefburgh, and made fuch an explication of 
the words, by foftening them, that he reduced them to 
a fenfe, which was not contrary to the doftrine of the 
Sacramentarians. Thefe articles were fuccefsful at Straf- 
burgh; P hi had not the fame fate in Switzerland, 
where Bucer had fent this form of union, It was there 
thought obfcure, doubtful, and captious; and they would 
not fubfcribe to it; fo that Bucer and Capito were obliged 
to go themfelves to an affembly of the proteftant can- 
tons, which was held at Bafil in September. Bucer there 
related, that Luther had not difapproved the confeffion of 
the Switzers: But both parties judged it convenient to 
draw up a form ef union; and he undertook to thew, 
that the doétrine of it was not different from their con~ 
feffion of faith ; and he exhorted them to fign it, that the 
union might be complete. The Switzers could not be 
prevailed on to do it; and all that Bucer could obtain 
was, that they would draw up a declaration of the opi~ 
Rions of the churches of Switzerland, in which they would 
explain the articles of the agreement, and fend them to 
Luther. 
- In this declaration, which is very long, the’ articles 
of the form of union about the Lord’s Supper are de 
Jivered in fuch expreffions, as wholly favor the judge- 
ment of Zuinglius, and are cprofice to the real prefence, 
‘They there fay, that Fefus Chriff is the food of our fouls, 
and that his body is ‘really eaten, and his blood really 
drank, not carnally, fubftantially, and corporeatly, but 
fpiritually, and by faith, by believing the promifes of 
od, that the elements of the bread and wine, in the 
adminiftration of the Lord’s Supper, are figns which re+ 
prefent Fefus Chriff to us, and put us in mind of his 
myfteries : That his prefence in the Supper is not a cor~ 
poreal prefence, buta caleftial one; and that his body is 
united tothe bread only in a facramental manner: That 
the bread and wine are figures of the body of Chip, 
which is difcerned by the mind in the facrament: That 
thofe who eat the bread at the Lord’s Supper, by a fincere 
faith, receive the benefits which God hath promifed; but 
that they, who eat without faith, receive their own jud; 
ment and condemnation. This declaration was oom 
ina fynod at Zwrick, held in Ofeber, and approved in 
another 
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another affembly, which met in November following at 
Bafil, from whence it was fent to Luther, and prefented 
by Bucer at the affembly at Smelkald, in 1537. Luther 
approved al? the articles, excepting that which contained 
the Lord’s Supper. 

The Switzers called a fynod on purpofe, in Afarch, 
1538, to confult about an anfwer to Luther's letter; and 
Bucer and Capito were fent thither, to deliver his judge. 
ment. The minitters of Zarick alledged, that Luther, in 
his writings, and in the confeflion Augfiurg, had 
maini d the real prefence, and politively condemned 
the opinion of the Zuinglians. That thele writings of 
Luther were public, and the words clear; nor could they 
allow of his doctrine, unlefs they wore certain he had 
altered his opinion, and cmbraced the truth, Bxcer was 
much amazed at this objection, and anfwered, that it 
‘was very unfit to prefs it at this me, fince they had long 
known what was contained in Luther's writings, and lad 
Never urged it before in the whole courte of the treaty: 
‘That, now things were near an end, they had contrived 
to propound it, and revive the old quarrel to prevent the 
conclufion of the whole affair, The minifters of Zurick 
replied, they never defired the minifters of Strafiugh ta 
concern themlelves with the treaty: “Phat Bacrr and 
Capita came to find thera, and allvred them, that Lecher’s 
opinion about the facrament agreed with theirs, and that 
they might unite with him, if they would f a cone 
feftion of faith, which fhould contain their opinion, and 
the conditions on which they w come to an agrees 
ment with Li hat they bad drawn up a co 
at Bafil, sw iclivered their opinien about the 
Supper fully: hae if Luther kid approved of their con- 
feflion of faith, there would have necded no more to be 
done towards an agreement; but, inftead of that, Bucer 
had brought them other articles from MWittenberg, and 
prayed them to fign thereto: That they had offered to do 
at, provided Luther Viked tin: explication which Bucer 
gave of them: That at Iaft, they had font a declaration 
of their opinions, which thcy were refolved to abide by, 
and would not confent to any thing new or obfeurc. 
Bucer, the next day, made a long difcourfe, in which he 
labored to prove, that there was no other diffcience be~ 
tween the Lutherans and Zuinglians, about their opinion 
concerning the Lord’s Supper, but in words, and ex- 
preflions, However, the minifters of Zurick continued 
fo declare, that they oe keep clofe to the soutetion 
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of Bofil, and the difpute at Born; that the words, which 
Luther had always ufed, were dire@ly contrary to their 
opinions ; that they could not explain themfelves in any 
qther terms withont force, becaufe they were clear and 
without ambiguity: That it was not reafonableto judge 
of the opinion of any man, rather by the declaration of 
another, than from his own words: That Luther, in his 
Taft letter, had named Bucer and Capito, for his inter~ 
preters ; but it was to be feared that in the iffue he would 
blame them for being too eafy, and going too far, and 
fo would not confent to the declaration they fhould make, 
‘Then the minifters of Zurick came to debate the matter 
with ‘sucer, and brought him to grant, that thefe words, 
this is my body, were figurative; That the facramental 
union of the body of Chri? with the bread, confifted 
anly in this, that the bread fignified the body: That the 
body of Fefus Chrift is cflentially at the right-hand of 
the Father, and after a (piritual manner in the facrament. 
They difputed upon this queftion: Whether the prefence 
of Fefus Chrif, in the Lord’s Supper, was miraculous? 
Luther had faid, in his lait letter, that the prefence was 
inexplicable, and en effe& of the divine omnipotence, 
The minifters of Zarick would not allow any miracle to 
be in the Lord’s Supper, and maintained that it was eafy 
to explain after what manner Fefus Cori? was fpiritually 

refent by operation and efficacy, They urged Bucer to 
Fen the articles, on which they were agreed: But he 
defired time; and drew up a long inftrument, in form of 
a verbal procefs, containing what had been faid on both 
fides, which was difapproved by the affembly. 

The chancellor of Zurick, being fenfible if they went 
on difputing there would be no end, turned his {pzech to 
the minifters of Zurick, and faid ; * Do you believe that 
© we receive the body and blood of Fefus Chrif in the 
© facrament, or no?’ They all anfwered, ‘ We believe 
it.” Then turning himfelf to Bucer and Capito, he faid 
to them ; * Do you own that the body and blood of Fefus 
* Chriff is received into the fouls of believers by faith 
© and fpirit?? They anfwered; *¢ We believe, and con- 
“¢ fefs it.” ¢ To what purpofe then, (replied the chan- 
© cellor) are all_your difputes, which have lafted thefe 
© three days?” The minifters of Zarick added, that they 
Aheld_ no other dofrine, than that which they had ex 
preffed in their confeffion of faith, and their declaration: 
tAnd the minifters of Strafburgh {oleranly declared, that 
they would not oblige them to embrace any thing con- 
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trary to it; much Iefe draw any perfon from that 
doétrine, 

Upon thefe declarations it was agreed, that an anfwer 
fhould be fent to Luthm, which was drawa up and read 
two days after in the ailembly. The Switzers were ver; 
careful it fhould be expreffed, that, in thcir joining with 
Lather, they would not change their opinion about the 
Lord’s Supper; for they declared, they did not cuter 
into that union, till they were affured, ly Bucer and 
Capito, that Luther approved their confeffion of faith 
made at Baf, with the expofition they had given of it; 
and becauie he had declared to them, that Jofus Chriff 
was at the right-hand of his Father, and did not come 
down in any manner into the Lord’s Supper; and that 
hie did not grant any prefence of Fefis Chrift in the 
cucharift, nor any manducation contrary to che Chriftian 
faith, They alfo declared, that the body and blood of 
Fefus Chrift were received and caten in the Lord's Sup- 

er: but only fo far as they were truly taken and received 

y faith; and that they would not recede from their con- 
feffion of faith, and their decluzation: That as Luther 
was of the fame opinion, they were filled with extreme’ 
joy, that they might live in peace and union with him, 
and keep up this 2greement, and avoid all difcord. This 
letter was dated the fourth of Alay, 1538. 

Bucer was cmbarrafled between the opinions of Luther 
and Zuinglius concerning the eucharift: One appeared to 
him _tvo ftrong, the other too weak, The doctrine of 
the Lutherans feemed to him to attribute too much reality 
to the prefence of Fefus Chriff in the facrainent of the 
eucharitt He could not digeft the confequences of it: 
But he alfo thought, that the opinion of the Zuinglians 
was too narrow, and did not comc up to the ideas, which 
the {cripture and antient tradition imprint on our minds. 
They gave him great uncafinefs; and he wrote to ‘Fohn 
& Lofco, overteer of the churches of Laft Eri fiests to 
enquire, whether @ Lafco, befides x power of fyxnifyings 
acknowledged a power of exhibiting Chri? himfclf; and 
that the Lord, in the communion of his body and 
blood, is given and received, whercby we arc members 
of him in part, and fleth of his ficfh, and bone of his 
bone; whereby we abide in him, and he in us; and that 
it is given and perceived, when the Lord himfclf operates 
in his miniftry, and when the words and fymbols are 
received as the Lord’s, and as it were from the Lord 
him(clf, by free difpenfation through his minifters, which 
. Naz they 
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they cali an union, not fenfual, local, or natural; but 
facramental, and of the covenant on account of thefe 
texts of fcripture, which fpeak of the myftery of the in- 
corporation of the church, and of the communion, and 
eating and drinking of the flefh and blood of Chrif. 

Bucer alfo faid, Fat Luther was fatisfied, if the Zuing- 
lians owned in the holy fupper any thing more than 
bare figns of Chrift abfent. I am grieved, fays he, and 
not without reafon, that we, to whom the Lord hath 
“fo bountifully revealed the other myfteries of his 
“kingdom, have not been able, now in thirty-four 
years, to agree concerning this moft facred and moft 
« general my > which all Chsiftians onght to under- 
*¢ ftand, as well as ufc.” 
' "The Lutherans faid, that Bucer died in the Calvinif- 
tical faith.  Fofias Simler, profeflor at Zurick, in an 
oration on the life and death of Peter Mariyr, teftifies 
that Bucer ftudicd fuch expreffions throughout the whole 
conteft, as nothing certain could be concluded from, 
that fo, pleafing both parties, he might gradually com- 
pofe the difference. However, Bucer ae Martyr con= 
tinued good friends, and were fully perfuaded of each 
other’s oxthodoxy. 

Bucer has been accufed of approaching too near the 
papiftical dottrine of the merit of good works*; but bis 

locs 


* The late Mr. To y, in his Hyforie Proof, has defended Bucer 
from this imputation. ¢ ps 363. His words ures ‘Jt has been 
* affirmed, that Bucer held the dogtrine of jultification by works, and 

believed human obedience to be meritorious in the fight of God, 

That he was once of this opinion, is not at all wonderful, when 

we confider that he was born and éducated in the bofoin of the 

Romi church, with whom the teact of legat juttification is a fun 

damental principte, And, for a confiderable time after God had 

called him out of papal darknets, his improvemens in divine know- 
ledge were progrefiive. His tpiritual growth refemblod the gradual 
vegetation cf an oak; not the rapid  profiiency of a muthroom. 

Bucer ferns to have expreffed himfelf the mot incautioufly, in the 

difpetation at Leipfe, A. D. 15395 yet, even then, he roundly de- 

clared, that “ thofe GooD WORKS, to which {o great a reward is 
given, ARE THEMSELVES THE GIFT or Gop.” And that 
palfage, which Voffus quotes from Buccr, falls extremely thort of 
proving that the larter was, even at the early period in which he 
penned it, an affertor of juftification by Coun of our owns 

Impartiality obliges me to fabjein that celebrated pallage, which £ 

many Arminians and merit-mongers have fince caught at, as if it 

made for the papith doftrine of juifification. “I cannot but wih," 

faid Bucer, in the year t529, ‘3 more found judgement tw fone 

 pestons, who have difturbed many in this our age with this ie 
« 
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does not appear in his difpute with Afaivexda and other 
popith divines at the conference at Rutifoon in 1546, 
where (according to Siciden) he maintained; “ That a 

* man 





«¢ dox, That we are faved by faith only: Though they faw the thing 
«4 was carried {1 fa:, a3 to confine Lighteoumels only to the opinion 
4 Gf the mind, and exciuding good works. Where is their ebarity, 
8 who refife to cure this evil, by one word or two? It is only to fay, 

hat, when FAITH is formed, we are yusTi¥i1eD; and that, 
through faith, we ubtain a dupofition to Coon WORKS, and, con~ 
# fequently, x tichteoulnelt: Or, that FAITH Jy THE FOUNDA- 
“TION AND TOOT OF A RIGHTHOUS LIFE, a6 Ancufline find. 























« juflifcation f. 
‘ ee We t1 
© and the faith 
© good avorks : Or, 
60" foundation of 2 righteous fife.” Says wot every 
* As Buccr advanced in years an experiencey he learned to exprefs 
¢ his idea of jutification with sill greater charnefs and precifien, 
than he hod done on fome oerakeans. Finding that the cnewies 
“ of grace tad greedily Iain botd of fome inadvertent phratcs, and 
* taken ungeneruis advantage of Some well-meant concellions, which 
“he hud made, before his evangetical lipyht was at the full; be 
€ deemed it ncceffary, to retrad? (uch of lis pofitions as countenanced 
the merit uf works; and to place ju@iticayon on the fcriptural bats 
of the Father's pratuitous gocelnets, and the Son's imuputed riabtes 
oufnefs s Still, however, taking care to inculcate, that the yaith, by 
which we ree the grice of Ged and the coutiel: of Ci 
is the certain fource of all gro avorks —For being thus honctt to hiv 
convittions, he was foaded, by his adverfaries, with accunwiated 
flander and repruach. How niadeilly, and forcibly, he vindicated 
hia condudt, may be judyed from the following yr «The 
ond, (fays Bucer) has givew me te underfard fone places (of 
« seripinre) more fully than I formely did: Which, as it is fo hou 
« ‘tifuily given to me, why fhould I not impart it liberally to my 
© brethren, and uvuly declare the goodnefi of the Lend? What 
4 jnconfitteney is there, fiting in the wark of falvation > And 
4 who, in thia age, or in the fait, has treated of the feripture, an@ 
# has nut experienced, that, even im this fludy, one day is the fcbo- 
ir of ano:kei }” 
* Indeed, no dronger proof need be given, of Bucer's foandnefs in 
* the article ¢f justification, than the rapture and admiration with 
“which he mentions the Zvgéf hook of Homities. No fooncr, 
© fays Mr. Strype, were tue homilizs compofed, and fent abroad; hut 
the news thereof (and the book itfelf, as it Seemed, already tranf- 
* lated into Latin) came to Strafourgh, among the protettants there ¢ 
© Where itcauled great rejoicing, And Bacer, one of the chief mi- 
* nifters there, wrote a gratulatore cpitt!e hercupan to the clarch uf 
England, in Nevember, 1547, which was piinted in the year after. 
‘herein, that learned and moderate mun thewed, “ How tele 
pious fermons were come among them, wherein the people wee fe 
“ godly 
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© min is not juftified before God through his owa 
“ works or merits, but tliat he is freely juftitied through 
® Chrift by faith, when he believeth, both that he is 
“ received into grace, and that his fins are pardoned 
through Chri: That Chrift, by his death, made fatis~ 
‘¢ fadtion for our fins; and that God doth impute faith 
® for righteoufnefs: All which he proved and illuf- 
trated by teftimonies from {cripture, and confuted the 
Zuments of Malvenda. 

hat Bucer was alfo, in the other points, a frit Re- 
former, let his own words teftify: “ Predeftination, 
« (fays he) is neither more nor lefs than pre-limitation, 
* or fore-appointment: And God, who configns every 
“ thing to its proper ufe, worketh all things agreeably 
“© to its pre-determination; and, accordingly, feparates 
* one thing from: another, fo as to make each thing, 
* anfwer to its refpective ufe. If you defire 2 more 
 extenfive definition of this predeftination, take it thus; 
“ predeftination is an appointment of every thing to its 
« proper ufe; by which appointment, God doth, before 
he made them, even from eternity, deftine all things 
© whatever to fome certain and particular ufe. Hence 
it follows, that even wicked men are predeftinated. 
* For, as God forms them out of nothing, fo he forms 
them to fome determinate end : For he docs all things, 
“© knowingly, and wifely. The Lord hath made all things 
‘* for bimfelf, even the wicked for the day of evil. {Prov. 
"xvi. 4.) " Divines, bowevor, do not ufually call this 
% predeftination; but, reprobation.——’Tis certain, that 
* God makes a good ufe of evil itfelf: And every fin we 
< commit, hath fomething in it of the good work of 
“© God.——Scripture does not hefitate to affirm, that 
there are fome pesfons, whom God delivers over to a 


# godlily and effeEtually exhorted to the reading af the holy fcrip- 
“ tures; and FAITH was fo well explained, whereby we become 
“© Chritians; justiricatron, whereby we are faved; and the 
** other chief heads of Chriftian religion aré foundly handled. And 
* therefore, (ns he added) thefe foundations being rightly laid, there 
* could nothing be wanting in our churches, requilite towards the 
% building bereupon found doGrine and difcipline.” ¢ He com- 
mended much the homilies of FArTa, the nature and force of which 
was {0 clearly difcuiled; and wherein it was (0 well dittinguithed 
from the faith that was dead. He much approved of the manner 
of treating concerning the mifery and death, we are all lapfed into, 
by the fn of our ark parent and how we are refcued from thie 
perdition, ouny by the Grace of Gop, and by the meniT and 
xefarreftion of his Sos.” . 





«* reprobate 
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“© reprobate fenfe, and whom he forms for deftruction : 
“ Why, therefore, fhould it be deemed derogatory froma 
& Goddto afferty that he not only docs this, but refolved 
6 beforehand to do it?” 

Nothing can be more plain and nervous, than the fol+ 
lowing remarks of Bucer, refpccting Gad’: obduration of 
Pharath, Whether the remarks be, or be not, cartied 
too far, is beyond my province tw enquire, “ The 
«© apottle fays, Hho may refit the will of Ged? By "pe 
<¢ word will, Paul gives us to undecitand, that God 
“© agtually willeth thufe wey things, unto which mea 
“© ore hardencd by him. vhen Paul adds, bo nay 
“ reff? he, in fact, points out the ncecflity, which 
*© they, whom God hardens, are under of doing thofe 
things. When God would harden Pharaoh, in order 
that he might not obey the commandment, it wus the 
actual will of God that Pharash thould not obey. 
Yea, Ged himfelf wrought in Pharaoh to oppufe the 
commandment fent to him, Pharaoh therefore did 
« what in reality he willed him todo; yea, he did na more 
than what God himfclf had wrought in him: Nor 
«© was it in Pharach’s power, to act otherwife than he 
© did.” Such was the doétrine taught by this able 
and indefatigable divine. Willing, however, to ob« 
viate any exceptions, which whofe perfons might raife, 
who had not fludicd thefe deep points fo carctully and , 
fo extenfively as he had bern enublhed to do; he, pre= 
fently after, fhelters bth his doctrine and himielf under 
the following words, and the currefpondent practices of 
the great apottle whom he had quote before: * Nay buity 
% O man, [Who art thou thet replicft agairft Ged?} St 
© Paul docs not accommodzte, nor foften down, a fingle 
© fyllable of what he had juft affereed. The facred pen= 

man docs not deny, that they, who are hardened by 
God, perith according to the will of God, The 
apoftle docs not admit it to be even poffible, that a 
perfon, who is hardened from above, can perform what 
is good. Paul [inftcad of fetting himfclf to anfwer 
our .reafonings on the matter] contents himfclf with 
merely giving us a folemn caution, not to fit in judge- 
ment on the decrees of God: Affuring us, that we 
cannot arraign the Deity at our own bar, without 
being guilty of the uttermoft boldnefs and impiety.” 
If Bucer was not a Calvinift, where fhall we find one? 
I cannot prevail en myfelf to defraud the Readers of a 
Jew more citations, which may be found in anon 
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moft valuable work of Bucer, entitled, ** A continued 
“« Interpretation of the Four Gofpels.” And they 
are the rather fubjoined, as the book itfelf is exceed- 
ing fcarce, and poffibly may be in the hands of very 
J 
few of our Readers. ‘ They, who are at any 
‘© time able to fall quite away from Chrif, did never 
“ really belong to him. Confequently, they never truly 
“ believed, nor were indeed pious, nor had the holy 
«Spirit of adoption: On the contrary, all their per- 
“ formances were nothing but hypocrify, how fanctified 
« and ready foever unto good works they, for a time, 
« pretereled. tobe. They, whom Chrift loves, are loved 
“ by him even unto the end: And he doth not caft away 
* thofe whom the Father giveth him; neither can any 
« {natch them from his hand. Thercfore, admitting 
that thefe may fall, they cannot fall utterly; for 
they are elect unto life: And God’s election cannot 
be made void by any creature whatever. Secing, pet 
© that the fe of God, according to clettion, may fland, 
© not pak d him that calle fRom. ix. 2.J 
« He not only elected his own people, gine they were 
born, and had done either good or evil, [Rom. ix. 11.] 
« but even before the very foundation of the world. [Eph. 
“i, 4.] Hence, our Lord faid, concerning his apoftles, 
<I prey not for the world, but for them whom thou haft 
» © given mes For they are thine: t is, they were chofen 
“ by thee unto life, 
‘© As, therefore, on the one hand, Chriff never knew 
“ Ti, e. never loved} the reprobate, whatever deceitful 
‘“* appearance of virtue they might have; fo, on the 
“other, he ahvays knew [i.c. always loved] the elect, 
“© how ungodly foever they might feem for a time. 
* Confequently, as thefe [1.¢. the ele&] are predefti~ 
“ nated and called, they fhall, fooner or later, be 
‘* formed anew, according to the likenefs of Chriff: 
«© While thofe [i. ¢. the reprobate] fhall be ftripped of 
*¢ that artificial mafk, under which they paffed for chil- 
“ dren of God; and be made to appear in their own 
‘© proper colours.”—On thofe words of Chriff, ye believe 
not, becaufe ye are not of freeps Bucer thus remarks : 
“ They were not of our 's theep, i. c. they were 
‘* not in the number of thofe who were given to him by 
“« the Father; they were not elected unto life. There+ 
«* fore it was, that they were totally deftitute of God’s 
ee Ree Spirit, and were utterly immerfed in ficth: 
* Neither were they able to believe in our Lord, nor ta 
*-embrace him a5 a Saviour,”—A little farther on, wa 
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find this admirable commentator obferving as follows: 
My fheep bear my voice, @c, In thefe words, our Lord 
“ expretsly teaches, that all good things are dependent 
“ on God’s eleGtion: And that they, to whom it is once 
s« given to be thecp, can never perifh afterwards. Chri 
« here tells us, that they alone dear hit voice: That is, 
# they, who are indeed his theep, are made partakers of 
“ fait, Now, whence is it, that fome people are 
* Chrif's theep, or fufceptible of his doétrine, while 
6 others are not? Undoubtedly, becaufe the former are 
‘* infpired by the good Spirit of God, whercas the latter 
“© are not infpired at all._—But whence is it, that the 
‘© former are indued with the Holy Spirit, and not the 
© latter? For this reafon: Becaufe the former were 
*« given to Chriff, to be faved by him; but the latter 
* were not given to him. Let us therefore allow 
*© God the honour of being the beftower of his own 
Spirit, without fuppofing him to need or receive any 
of our affiftance. Chri And I know them: i, ey 
%¢ They are committed to my truft; I have them in fpe- 
“© cial charge. And doubthetsy from hence it is, that 
his fheep follow him; and live the life which never 
‘© ends. The Father gave them to him, that he might 
‘© endue them with life eternal: And they can no more 
be plucked from Chrift’s hand, than from the hand of 
‘* the Father, who is mightier and greater than all. Chriff 
S© and the Father are one: Their power and ftrength are 
*© the fame. Confequently, as none can pluck the elcg& 
“ from the Father’s hand, fo ncither from the hand of 
“ Chrif.——We are to obferve morcover, that it flows 
* only from God’s eleétion, that we are the fheep of 
« Chrift and follow him. We mutt obferve, too, that 
‘¢ fuch can never entirely fall away. For, the Father 
«« and the Son being undivided, their hand, that is, their 
“ power, muft be undivided alfo: And, out of their 
* hand, none ‘hall never {natch thofe whom that hand 
* has once laid hold on for falvation. Now, unto 
“ whomfoever it fhall be given to hear the voice of 
“© Chrif, and to follow him; they may be faid to be 
*¢ thus Iain hold on [by the hand, or power, of divine 
* grace}, fezing, none but the theep arc able to hear and 
« follow the Tedeener: And, if they arc theep now, 
** they are fo held in the hand of Cérif and of the Fa= 
“© ther, as never to perith, but to have etcrnal life.” 
Bucer was at the diet of Ratifoon, in 1541, with Je- 
JanGhen and Piftrrius; And he alfo accompanied Brentiusy 
Oo Major, 
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Major, and Schneppius, at the conference of Ratifoon int 
1545. He greatly diftinguifhed himfelf on both occafions 
against Cochieus, and the other difputants for the Ro- 
manifts: But he was much troubled to fee the difpute 
between the Lutherans and Zuinglians hotter than ever, 
He wrote to Luther, to pacify him. He told him, that 
thefe divifions would not advance the Reformation; and 
affured him, that the minifters of the imperial cities and 
Switzerland held to the terms of the act of agreement. 

Bucer, at the fame time, drew ap a new confeffion of 
faith about the eucharift, in which he afferted, that we 
ought to acknowledge, that the body and blood of Fsfus 
Chriff are given us in the Lord’s Supper, for our nou~ 
rithment and drink; and that the eucharift bread and 
wine are the communion of his body and blood ; fo that 
we not only receive the Holy Spirit, or the virtue of the 
body of Felis Chrift, but defi Chrift himfelf. After 
this explication, he added feveral other confiderations, to 
fer us know, that manducation is not real, and is only 
done by faith: But he acknowledged, that the body and 
blood of Fefus Chriff are really and truly given in the 
Lord’s Supper, if it is celebrated according to the infti- 
tution of Chriff, and we have a firm faith in the words 
in which it was given. 

Bucer, in his difcourfes and writings, always made pro- 
feffion of Lutheranifm, accommodated to the eftablith- 
ment in England. It is falfe, that he made a feparate 
fet. He continued always united with one of the Pro- 
teftant communions; though the ftriéter part of each 


party did not approve his remifsnefs. 

“te offended Tuther, by inferting fome things in his 
ecelefiaftical poftill, which made for the Helvctic opi~ 
nion, concerning the Holy Supper ; therefore Luther, itr 
his book ¢ de werbis inflitutiones,’ vehemently complained 
of Bucer, that he had corrupted his book of homilies, 
which, he faid, was the beft of all that he had wrote, 
and which even pleafed the papifts. Bucer was at no lofs 
for an excufe; and might have alledged the maxim which 
Erafmus attributed to him, ‘¢ That a deceit which hurts 
‘© nobody, and is ufeful to:many, is an action of piety.” 
Erafmus endeavored to refute bim in this, on occafion of 
a work, which Bucer had dedicated to the dauphin under 
a fiditious name. 

Bucer had a great quarrel with Pomeranus,. for having 
caufed Luther's commentary on the Pfalms to be printe: 
with alterations. He was defizous to have his own ccm- 

mentarias: 


BUCER. 283 


mentaries on the Pfalms rcad by the Romanifts, and pub~ 
Vithed them under the name of Arsthius, which is a 
Greek word, anfwering to Mertin; and Felinus, a _Ger- 
man word, expreffing the fignification of Bacer in Latin, 
If he had put his true name to them, which was hated 
by the monks, the reading of them would have been for- 
pidden in the popith countries. The pricfts, in the inqui- 
fition in Spain, imagined that Bucer’s book “ adverfis 
“© merita bonarum oferum,” was publifhed as a woik of 
the bithop of Rach:jler, de miferivordid Dei. 

It is fad, the fir Reformers clamored loudly againtt 
the peripatctic philofophy, which was founded by frif- 
title, commonly called the prince of philolophers. We 
are told, that Thomas Aguas made ute of drifl:tle's 
method, with fuch great fucects, in expl ae the doc- 
trines of the church of Reme, that Bucer, one of the 
greatelt enemies to the Rowan church, ule to fay, 
*€ Supprefs Thsmnas’s works, and J will deltroy the church 
“© of Rome.” If he faid this, he faid it with bur ver 
little reafon; as a curfory examination of Aguinas is fuf~ 
ficient to thew. 

It is well known, that the dottrine of the facraments 
was purified from the Romifa idolatry, and from {cho- 
Jaltical pkrates, by Zusuylins and Orcolampadius ; and that 
the lofs, which the canton of Zurick fultained in the tight, 
wherein Zuingiius was killed, broke the league lately 
concluded between the cantons of Switzerland, the city 
of Strafarch, and the landgrave of Hef. Whercupon 
Martin Bucer, being too timorous, was afraid that the 
whole party would fink, unfcfs he ftrenathencd, with a 
new alliance, the towns of Upper Germany, and partie 
cularly Strafburgh, where he taught. He caft his 7 
upon the potent duke of Suxemy; and the better to gain 
him, he endeavored to make every body believe, that the 
opinions of Luther and Zuinglius, concerning the Lord’s 
Supper, were the fame in the main, and that a mere dif- 
pute about words had prevented thir agreement. He 
further faid, that it was better to ule the expreffions of 
Luther, than of Zuinglius; beeaufe the Jatter {poke too 
meanly of the eucharift, and the other in a fublime man- 
ner, He infpired the fame thoughts into ‘Fob Culuin, 
who had gone from France to Strafburgh. This intrigue 
of Bucer introduced the Lutheran expreffions i g 
towns of Upper Germany, efpzcially after the fatal con- 
cordate of Wittenberg. The divines, who taight in 
Saxony, under the elector Chriftian, uled themfelves to 
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thofe phrafes of conful iation, phraj illis fyanfiaf~ 
ticis affeaverant ; fo that being expelled pre por ao 
death, and retiring into the palatine, they took the mi- 
nifters who ufed Zwinglius’s expreffions in that country 
to be heterodox, which occafioned a diffenfion; but it 
was fo happily, and fo quickly, fuppreffed, that from that 
time forward there was vilibly a better underftanding 
between the divines of the univerfity and the reft. 

‘We are told, that Bucer repented of having mediated 
the formulary of concord in 1536. * Bacerus dixit fe 
“© pocenas dare gt caufam publicam homo privatus voluiffet 
© componere, tam multa prava dogmata conciliare.” 
Peter Martyr, who heard him fay fo in England, told 
Bullis of it; Daniel Toffanus had it from Bullinger, 
and: Pexelixs from Daniel Toffanus, in the prefence of 
Scultetus, who inferted it in the hiftory of his life. Cal- 
vin's friends accufed Bucer of introducing 2 new kind of 

pery, which they called Rucerifm, in oppofition to 
Gaivigtin, This Bucerifm confifted principally in his 
approving epifcopacy. But Calvin denied, that he ever 
laid this to Bucer’s charge 5 and wifhed that he would 
not give a handle for calumny, while be followed the 
mid ways which was manifeft from his writings, 
efpecially from the form of Reformation, prefcribed to 

lerman, archbifhop of Cologne, and what he wrote for 
the Reformation oF England, As Bucer came nearer the 
church of Rome than Luther, Calvin departed: farther 
from it than Luther ; fo that there arofe two denomina- 
tions befides Lutheranifm; that is, Bucerifm, and Cal- 
vinifm. Calvix confefled that Bucerifm was more toler- 
able than Calvinifm, if the matter was not to be tried 
by the fcriptures; and that Bucer ftudied pease toa 
much: But he himfelf meafured all things by truth. 
‘Thefe are Caluin’s words to Bucer: * You have no oc~ 
* cafion to make any excufe to me, that you are not 
* erecting a new popery; but I would have your inte~ 
“ grity fo well known to all the world, that no room 
might. be left for fufpicion. It is alfo unneceflary for 
uw. to endeavour not to take in any thing of Calvin- 

iim; If we might vary from the fcripture, 1 know 

GZ well how much more tolerable Bucerifm is than 

Gorman de Wide, achbithop of Cal ‘| 

a ‘ida, archbifhop of Celsgne, having a min 
to fettle the Reformation in his dioce®, fent for Martin 
Bucer in the year 1542, Mot of the canons oppofed the 
enterprize, and publithed a work, wherein they mixed 
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® great man inveGtives againt Bucer. Moelanéthen, in 
confuting tht piece, did not for; this article: He 
maintained, that the nun, whom Bucer had married for 
his firft wife, did well in forfaking the church of Reme, 
after the had difcovered the idolatry of its worfhip. He 
added, that the had led a very exemplary life, by her 
chaftity, modefty, and picty; that the had been brought 
to-bed thirteen times; and that the died of the plague, 
which fhe might have efcaped, if the would have left her 
huiband. It would have been a pity fo fruitful a woman 
fhould have remained in a nunnery: And as there are 
many others as fit to people the world, who are hindered 
by monaftries, one may eafily judge of what prejudice 
thefe monaftical vows are to the temporal good of the 
ftate. Bucer married a fecond time to a widow; which 
gave the canons of Cologne occafion to reproach him with 
another irregularity; becaufe, according to St, Penl, a 
bifhop ought to be the hufband of onc wife only, that is, 
as they pretended, that he ought not to marry a fecond 
“time, nor to marry a widow. 

The word of Fes |» fay they, directs, that he, who is 
called to the miniftry, fhould be the hufband of one wife, 
x Tim, iii, and Titus i, which the canons of the apoftles, 
and apoftolical fathers, have ever to this day underitood 
in this fenfe, that he who, enters into a fecond marriage, 
or matries a widow, cannot be one of thofe that ferve in 
the holy miniftry. AMdclanétbon eafily confuted this ob- 
jeétion: But we are told, that Bucer was married a third 
time. 

Martin Bucer, and Paulus Fagint, at the inftance of 
archbifhop Cranmer, were fent by king Edward VE, 
from Strafburgh, to become profeflors in Cambridge, My 
author, a German, makes them to depart thence, Magi- 
Sratus Argentinenfis voluntate et cenfenfic whom the Jefuig 
Parfons will have both banithed by that fate. If fo, the 
difgrace is none at all, to be exiled for no other guilt 
than preaching the gofpel, and oppofing the Augfurg 
confeffion, which that imperial city embraced. Befides, 
the greater the providence, if, when commanded from one 
place, infantly to be called to another. They came to 
England, and were fixed at Cambridge, where Bucer wat 
made profeffor of divinity, Fagixs of Hebrew. The for- 
mer had the ordinary ftipend of his place tripled unto 
him, as well it might, confidering his-worth, being of fa 
much merit ; his need, having wie and children ; and his 
condition, coming here a foreigner, and fetched from a far 
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country. So. it was ordered, that.Fagizs fhould in Heo 
brew read the evangelical het Uaiah, and Bucer-in 
Greek the prophetic: cvangeift St. Fobn.—But, alas! tho 
poner of air and diet fo wrought on their temper, that 

h fell fick together. Bucer hardly recovered; but 
Fagius, that flourifhing tree (nature not agreeing with 
his franfplanting) withered away in the flower of his age, 
at fcarce forty-five, and was buried in the church of & 
Michael. 

Calvin exhorted Bucer to order matters in fuch a man 
ner, that the Reformation of England might be well 
purged of all remains of popery. He lets him know, 
that if he does not take pains, he will never be able to 
wipe out the ill fufpicions, which feveral had conceived 
of his inclining to both fides. 

Calvin writes to him thus: *I fhall endeavour, ac- 
* cording to your defire, to advife the lord protector as 
# the prefent ftate of affairs require. It will be your 
© bufinefs to prefs him every way, if you can but gain 
* audience, as I am perfuaded you do; but chiefly, that 
© all ceremonies may be abolifhed, which any way favour 
§ of fuperftition. This, particularly, I recommend to 
« ys that you free yourfelf from envy, which you 
¢ know you labour under, without caufe, among feveral 
« perfons ; for they always call you the author or approver 
* of indifferent [or, moderate} councils. I know that 
§ this fufpicion is fo deeply rooted in the minds of fome 
€ people, that you will fcarce be able to remove it, though. 
* you omit nothing: And fome there arc who flander you, 
© not out of miftake, but mere malice. In fhort, this evil 
¢ is, as it were, deftined for you, and you will hardly be 
© able to efcape it; but you muft take care not to give 
© the ignorant occafion to think ill of you, or a handle to. 
“ the wicked to reproach your It does not appear that 

lucer took any notice of thefe admonitions : ee Calvin 
teftifies, that he expegted great things from him, if death 
had not taken him away fo foon. 

Archbifhop Cranmer, who had fettled Bucer at Cam- 
bridge, wrote to him, for his opinion upon the point in 
difpute between his grace and doctor Harper, who ac- 
cepted the king’s nomination to the bifhopric of Glouceffer, 
-yet refufed to be confecrated in the epifcopal habit; 
and tae? would not confecrate him without it. The 
carchbifhop fufpended He from preaching till he 
would conform himfelf to the laws, The king was then 
moved to write to Cranmer, and to difchatge him om 
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all penalties, and forfeitures, which his prace might 
otherwife be liable to, in difpenfing with all thefe ufuat 
rites, to which Hooper had an objection. But as the 
archbifhop could not comply with the king's requeft 
without violating the laws, and incurring a premunire, 
fo it was pufbed no farther by his majefty, till Hooper had 
fatisfied himfelf by confulting with Bucer and Peter 
Martyr, who told him, that, in the bufinefs of religious 
rites, they were for keeping as clofe as pofitble to the 
holy fcriptures, and the moft uncorrupt ages of the 
church; But, however, they could not go jo far as to 
believe, that the fubftance of religion was affected by 
the clothes we wear; and they thought things of this 
nature altogether indifferent, and left to our liberty by 
the word of God. Hooper continued obftinate; and 
Martyr tells Bucer, in onc of his letters, bis bufinefs was 
now at that pafs, that the beit and moft pious difap- 
proved of it; and many were much provoked. Hooper 
afterwards died a martyr in the proteftant caufe,and more 
of this affair will be mentioned in the life of Peter 


May a 
fartin Bucer ended his life, at the age of fixty-one 
years, and was buried at St. Mary's in Cambridge; feverat 
authors affigning fundry dates of his death, Martin 
Crufius, part. 3, annal. Suev. Jib. 11, cap. 25, makes 
him to die in 1551, on the fecond of February." Skidans 
on the ayth of February, 1551. Pantaleon, de Viris Illuf» 
tribus Germania, makes him expire about the end of 
April of the fame year. Mr. Fox, in his reformed Al- 
manack, appoints the twenty-third of December, for 
Bucer’s confefforfhip. A printed table, of the chancel- 
Jors of Cambridge, fet forth by doctor Perne, figneth 
March the tenth, 1550, for the day of his death. “Nor 
will the diftin@iion of old and new ftile, lad it been in 
ufe, help to reconcile the difference. It feems, by all 
reports, that Bucer was inconteftably dead in or about this 
time. Parfons, the Jefuit, tells us, that fome believed, 
he died a Jew, merely, perhaps, becaufe he lived a 
good Hebrzan, citing Swrius, Genebrand, and Lindan, for 
this report. But it is certain, none of them were near 
him at his death, as Mr. Bradford, and others were: 
‘Who, when they admonifhed him in his fickne{s, that he 
fhould arm himfelf againf the affaults of the devil, an- 
{wered, ‘ that he had nothing to do with the devil, be- 
“ caufe he wag wholly in Curisr. God forbid, fays 
“6 he, that I thould not now have experience of ti 
a $© feet 
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** fweet confolations of Ges He likewife faid, 
came Bek OF, 0 aay in my old age, now 
# when my fixength faileth me; adding—“ He hath 
“6 affiGed me fore, but he will sever caft me off.” And 
when Mr. Bradferd came to him, and told him that he 
mutt die, he anfwered, ‘* Ile, ille, regit, & moderatur 
“© omnia; i.e. The Lord, the Lord alone rules and dif- 
pofes all things; and fo quietly yielded up his foul. He 
was a plain man in perfon and arel, and therefore, at 
his own requeft, privately created dodter, without any fo- 
lemnity: A fkilful lingut 3, whom Voffius, a great critic, 
and of palate not to be pleafed with a common guft, 
ftileth, ** Ter Maximum Bucerum,” a commendation which 
he juftly deferved. Calvin, whofe teftimony is equal at 
Jeaft to any of Bucer’s contemporaries, faid of him, ina 
letter to Viretus, that ‘he never thought of the lofs which 
* the church of God had felt in Bucer, but his heart was 
© rent with forrow’—cer meum prope lacerari fentio. 

Boffeet fays, that Bucer was 2 man pretty well learned, 
of a flexible {pirit, and more fertile in diftin@ions, than 
the moft refined f{cholaftics. A fine preacher, fomewhat 
heavy in his ftyle ; but was refpected for his ftature, and 
the found of his voice. He had been a Jacobin, and 
married as. others did, and, as one may fay, more than 
ethers ; for his wife dying, he married 2 fecond and a 
third time.—This is calm fora pa ift. Burnet fays, ¢ that 
© Bucer was inferior to none of Uf the Reformers in learn- 
© ing; ‘but fuperior to moft of them in an excellent tem- 
‘ per of mind, and great zeal for preferving the unity of 
* the church———a rare quality in that age, in which AMfe- 
© lanéthon and he were moft eminent. He had not that 
* nimblenefs of difputing, for which Peter Martyr was more 
* admired; and the popifh doétors took advantage from 
§ that to carry chemfalves more infolently towards him.’ 

Bucer’s writing was fo very bad, that the printers and 
he himfelf could hardly read it: But AMfujculus read it 
eafily, and copied it elegantly, He tranfcribed for him, 
among many other things, his expofition of the prophet 
Zephaniab, which is in print: In the beginning of this 
are his verfes, and that whole Pfalter, which he publithed 
under the name of Aretius Felinus. Erafmus, Lipfiusy 
and feyeral other great authors, had the fame de! as 
Bucer ; and there were few learned men who could write 
fo well as Mufeulus. 

There is nothing more abfurd, than to impute to him 
as particular errors, that the body of Fe/us Cirif is Bree 
ent 


BUCER a89 


fent in the eucharift, only in the a& of receiving: That 
baptifm does not procure falvation to children: And that 
there is no fin in not believing, that priefts are not obliged 
to celibacy. The firft of thefe propofitions is the com- 
mon doétrine of the Lutherans: The fecond and fourth 
are the common doétrinc of all proteftants. 

© When I confider, fays Calvin, with myfelf, what a 
© lofs the church of God has fuffered by the lofs of this 
© one man, I cannot but every now and then renew my 
* grief, He would have done great fervice in Englund; 
‘and I hoped for fomething greater from his writings 
« hereafter, than what he has hitherto publifhed.’ 

Cardinal Pele kept 2 vifitation in Cambridge, by his 
power legatinc, whereby the bones of Rucer and Fagius 
were burnt to afhes, and many fiuperftitions cttablithed. 
This cardinal was of the blood royal, and cbtained the 
fee of Canterbury when Cranmer was martyred. He was 
at enmity with the pope; and the Englifp clergy withed 
him at Rome again, becaufe he was not willing to in- 
dulge queen Mary, and the perfecuting prelates, in their 
cruelties againft the proteftants: For he was a modeft, 
humble, good-natured, and learned man. However, the 
next year,” Pole font his Italian friend Ormaneto, and 
feveral bifhops, on a vifitation to the univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, of which he was chancellor in the room of Gur- 
diner, The firit thing which they did, was to put two 
churches under an interdiét, becaute the bodics of Bucer 
and Fagius, two German heretics, were laid in them. 
‘They entered on a ridiculous proccls againft the two dead 
bodies; of which fenfible men, whufe unde was 
not devoured by their bigotry, muft have athamed. 
The procefs being finified by the vifitors, und a writ 
from the queen having been feut in confeyucnce of their 
fentence, the bodies were taken out of their graves, ticd 
to ftakes with many of their books, and all the heretical 
writings they could find, and burnt all together, 

Beza compofed fome excellent verfes in celebration of 
his memory, and the duke of Suffolk wrote his epitaph ; 
both of which are in Melchior Adam, byt require too 
much room for infertion. 
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SEBASTIAN MUNSTER. 


EBASTIAN MUNSTER, an eminent Gerntan 

divine, was born at Inghelbeim in the year 1489; and 
at the age of fourtcen, was fent to Heidelberg to ftudy. 
Two years after, he entered the convent of the Corde- 
Tiers, where he labored affiduoufly; yet did not content: 
himfclf with the ftudies relating to his profeffion, but 
applied himfelf alfo to mathematics and cofmography« 
He was the firft who publithed a Chaldee grammar and 
Aexicon, and gave the world, a fhort time after, a Tal- 
mudic ditionary. He went afterwards to Bafi, and fuc~ 
ceeded Pellicanus, of whom he had learned Hebrew, in the 
profefforfhip of that language. He was one of the firft 
who attached himfelf to Luther; yct fie feems to’ have 
done it with little or none of that zeal which diftinguithed 
the firft Reformers; for he never concerned himfelf with 
their difputes, but fhut himfelf up in his ftudy, and 
bufied himfelf in fuch purfuits as were moft agreeable to 
his humor; and thefe were the Hebrew and other oriental 
languages, the mathematics, and natural philofophy. He 
publithed a great number of works on thefe fubjects, of 
which the principal and moft exccllent is a Lutin verfion 
from the Hebrew of al! the books of the Old Fefamant, 
with Iearned notes,. printed at Bafil in 1534 and 1546. 
His verfion is thought much better, more faithful, and 
more exact, than thofe of Pagninus and Arias Montanus ; 
and his notes are generally approved, though he dwells a 
little long upon the explications of the rabbins, For 
this verfion he was called the German Efdras, as he was 
the German Strgbay for an univerfal cofmography, in fix 
books, which he printed at Befl in 1550. Munfler was 
a fweet-tcmpered, pacific, ftudious, retired man,: who 
wrote a great number of books, but never meddled in 
controverfy: ali which confidered, his going early over 
to Luther, may juftly feem fomewhat extraordinary. He 
died of the plague at Ba/i! in 1552,-aged fixty-three ycars. 
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CASPAR HEDIO, 


fhe S truly excellent and learned man was born at 
Etling, in the marquifite of Baden, and educated 
at Friberg, where he took his matter of arts degree; from 
thence he went to Bafil, where he ftudied divinity, and 
commenced dodtor about the year 1520. He was called 
from this laft itation to the principal church at Afcatz, 
but fome of his hearers, not liking his plain and clofe 
preaching, were eafily induced by the enemics of the faith 
to perficute him, Upon this account, he left Mentz, 
and went to Straflurgh, in the year 15235 and there 
afforded, under God, great affiftance to Capito and Bucer 
in the Reformation of religion, by the command of the 
fevate: And there alfo he married in 1533. Gerbrlivs, a 
writer of that time, faid of him in a Jetter toa friend, 
that Hedis’s fucesfs in preaching the gofpel was won- 
derful; and that he was of vait fervice to his colleagues, 
and to the canfe of truth, not only by the folidity of 
his difcourfes, but alfo by the integrity and purity of 
his life. The papifts there Jikewife greatly perfecuted 
him, notwithftanding which he preached and wrote boldly 
againft maffes, indulgences, auricular confcflion, and the 
other flagrant cnormitics of the church of Rome. Jn the 
cat 1543, Herman archbifhop of Colen, fet on foot a 
Refomaton, and fent for Bucer and Heaio to affift hiya 
in tr; as both thefe excellent men were remarkable for 
their popular way of preaching, and confequently moft 
likely, through the divine bleiing, to fucceed in the 
inftru@ion of the people: But being exceedingly perfe= 
cuted, and at length driven away by the emperor and the 
Spaniards who were then at Borin, he efezped through 
many difficulties end dangers, ard returned to Strafurgh 
All the time he could {pare from his minifteriat empley- 
ments, he fpent in writing commentaries upon the holy 
feriptures, or in compiling hiftorics. , For. the latter he 
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was exrremely well qualified, being thoroughly verfed 
in antiquities, and in almoft every branch of human 
learning. 

He had a great correfpondence and ftri& concord with 
moft of the great and good men of his time. He was 
remarkable for the fincerity of his attachments: And (a8 
one of his deareft friends obferved, in writing of him) 
the devil hates nothing more than cordial friendthip and 
mutual love. He was particularly intimate with Oece- 
lampadius. 

his great man calmly refigned his breath on the 17th 
of Ofober, in the year 1552, and was fucceeded by the 
famous: Ferom Zanchius in his paftoral duties at Straf- 


burgh. 

Predia's-writings weré both theological and philologi- 
cal: And he wasa srt editor of the writings of others, 
having tranflated, from thé learned languages into Ger- 
man, the works of many of the fathers and other ufeful 
authors. Upon the whole, though we can furnifh’ our 
readers with no longer account of him, we may fafely 
fay, confidering the great ufefulnefs afcribed to him in 
promoting the Reformation, that he is one of thofe, who 
will furely be had: above, and ought to be had below, in 
perpetual remembrance. to 

jsifard (according to Mr. Leigh) enumerates Hedio’s 
works in his Jcones. 


GEORGE, PRINCE or ANHALT, &c. 
ARD 
BISHOP or MERSBURG. 


: 7 E are told by the apoftle, shat net many wife men 
pe the fiefo, not many wrighty, net many noble are 

talled, 1 Cor. i. 26. And the truth of this obférvation 
is confirmed by thg experience of paft and prefent ages. 
: However, 


PRINCE or. ANHALT. 293: 


However, blefled be.God, it is. not faid—mut‘any, A few 
of thefe, though éxt.a. few, in. moft generations, . have. 
been. called to the cnjoyment .of.a better. treafure than. 
that of earths and have, with difciples of a lower order 
in the-world, found the. fame mercy. te. be:faithful, to be 
rich in good works, and to be.wife. unte falvation 

This excellent perfon. was def from the dukes.of. 
Saxony, and had in his family. (what the world at: lar; 
is glid to boa of) many great princes and hon 
men, He was born on the 14th of dugn/, in the. year: 
1507. Hisimmediate parent was prince Erneft of Anhalt,, 
who gave him a very fober as well as liberal education. 
His. father feems to have been a religious man by his 
conduct towards his fon; for. he gave fuch perfons the 
charge of his education, as were not only cmincnt for. 
their knowledge of letters, but for. religion and facred: 
learning. He ftudicd at- the univerfity of Leipfig under: 
Gearge Fercheme, who: had ben the preceptor of Came~ 
varius, Cruciger, and other eminent perfons. Under this 
able tutor, the prince made a apt progrefs in every 
branch of fcience, both human and divine. 

His rank and probable deftination in life made the 
ftudy of the civil law highly expedient. and ncceffary ; 
and accordingly he was led to devote much attention ta. 
the attainment of it, But he abhorred.the quibbles and: 
fophiftries practifed by the profelfors of law, and dif- 
covered the utmoft candor and ingenuoufnefs of temper 
in his legal refcarches. “Froth was his object in all 
things; and he ufed to fay, with the wile prince of Ifracl, 
that fying lips do not become a prince above all men.” Pa- 
normitan, the great civilian, was his favorite author in. 
this branch of ftudy. 

He had made fuch attainments in every kind of know- 
ledge, that, when he was fcarce twenty twa years of 
age, he was chofen by Albert, elector of Aientz, to be 
one of his council; and,. being very eloquent, was much, 
employed and attended: to by that prince in the difcuffion 
of ftate-affairs. 

About this time, the great bufinefs of the Reformation 
attraéted the attention of all men and Luther's writings, 

céncerning the difference between the law and the gof- 

pel—of true repentance—of grace—of faith—of true 
praver—of the ufe of the facraments—of the diftinGion 
tween divine and human laws, and between the dif- 
penfation of the gofpel and the civil power’—-were dif- 
perfed and read every where. Prince George was no idle 

. Spectator. 
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fpe@tator. He fought truth like 2 philofopher, and loved 
it like a Chriftian. But, diftrufting his own judgement 
upon matters of fuch immenfe and important controvérfy, 
he began his inveftigations with prayer. Melchior Adam 
fays, that he moft conftantly and ardent begged of God 
to incline his heart en/y to the truth, and. frequently with 
tears ufed to repeat thefe pathetic words; Deal with thy 
fervant according to thy mercy, and teach, O teach me thy 
righteoufnefs. From this period, he fought for truth at 
ba fonntain of truth,—in the HOLY seupesontt 3 and, 

for affiftance in difficult paffages, he read Auguftine, Feromy 
and Peter Lombard; ufing at thé fame acelin enn 
conferences of his friend Forcheme. For this end, he alfo 
perfected himfelf in Greek and Hébrew, and is faid to have 
deen fo great a mafter in the latter language, as to equal 
the moft learned profeffors, Nor did he omit, in con- 
verfation with the ableft divines, not only to feek the truth 
for himfelf, but to induce and confirm it in others. 

At length, not without the moft mature confideration 
and hearty prayers, he openly embraced and profeffed the 
doétrines of the Reformation, and renounced all com- 
merce with papifts and popery. He lived upon the moft 
affeCtionate terms with the princes his brothers, who 
concurred with him in planting the Reformation in the 
territories that belonged to them. He pulled down igno~ 
rant fuperftition, and fet up feminaries of learning—the 
fureft way, under God, of exterminating error and dark~ 
nefs from the earth. All this he accomplifhed without 
the leaft difpute or tumult; brought multitudes to the 
light of the gofpel, and ‘eftablifhed many, through the 
divine grace, in the happy enjoyment of that light in 
their fouls. . 

Such a burning and fhining lamp was this pious and 
learned prince, that, by the perfuafion of Luther, wha 
wrote a book about this time upon Chriftian epifcopacy, 
he was induced to accept of an ecclefiaftical function, and 
became bithop of Merfourg in Saxony, in the year 15455 
at which time Nicholas Amfdorf was made bifhop of Neo. 
durg. His letter of sien ordination was dated on 
the third of 4uguff, in the forementioned year, and his 
ftyle runs thus; The moft reverend and illuftrious 
* Grorce, prince in Anhalt, count of Afcania, and lord 
* in Bernburg, &c. bifhop of Merfourg;’ and he is therein 
exhorted to comfort himfelf by feveral texts of fcripture, 
and to be affured, ¢ that though his facred office was 
¥ attended with many and great dangers, te fuftgin ar 
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* gl} haman capacity is utterly ual, yet God is trul 
« prefent with Find Yaells in his saree: and the voice 
© of the gofpel is under the protection and defence of 
* God.’—His was an epifcopate of danger and difficulty 
for the truth of God, which no worldly man would covet, 
and no good man could condemn. 

He entered upon this holy office with humble prayer, 
and he difcharged ie with the utmoft care and afliduity. 
His whole time was from thence forward wholly employed, 
in preaching, writing, reading, and fettling the affairs of 
the church. Knowingly, he never hurt any man; but 
profited all to the utmoft of his power, both in public 
and private. He was a great promoter of peace among 
princes, fettled many of their difputes, and, being far 
above all low ambition and revenge him(ulf, he en- 
deavored to remove it from others, He bare many and 
very great infults with true Chriftian magnanimity, and 
fhewed that he lived with God in his heart, and for God 
in his intercourfe with men. He ufed frequently to fw 
to people of agitated tempers; Submit yourfelf to God, 
and pray to him; for the Lord is nigh unto them who are 
broken in heart, and will fave thofe that are of an bumble 

rit. 

Pita of his time, difengaged from the duties of his 
fun@ion, was pafled with learned and pious men. With 
thefe he converfed, according to their feveral faculties, 
whether of law, phyfic, or divinity. For this laft pro- 
feffion, his great colleagues were, Luther, Fuflus Jonas, 
Bugenbugius, and Camerarius, with whom he conferred 
frevly upon the moft profound and interefting topics im 
theology. 
As Ris life, fo his death, befpoke an heart full of re- 
fignation, faith, and love. He lingered under a painful 
difeafe for half a year, in which time he fettled the affairs 
of his church, and gave himlelf up, in_conftant prayer, 
to fuch prepzrations, as became a Chriftian removing to 
his heavenly manfion. He frequently dwelt upon the 
divine promifes, and particularly thefe; Ged fo loved the 
world, that be gave his only begotten: Sox, that-whofeever be- 
Heveth in bim, fosuld nat perifh, but have everlafling life; 
and, Ay focep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me; and I give unto them eternal life, and they prall 
never perifh, neither fhall any pluck them out 4 my hand; 
and, Come unte me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will refrefo you. He {weetly difcourfed with his 
brethren-and friends upon the bleffings of Chri, ry the 
ope 
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: hope of-eternal life; upon the wonderful gathering-in of 
Ged’s church from: the race of mankind, and other hea- 
-yenly doGtrines; all .demonftrating where his heart and 
+ treafure was, and where his fpirit would fhortly be. He 
ceafed to’ breathe inthis world, at-Deffaw, on the feven- 
rene of Offeber, in the-year 1553, and-in the 47th year 
of his age. ° 

Mulantthon wrote twe elegies upon his.death, and {peaks 
of him in terms of the higheft efteem- aad refped. He 
held ‘two’ fynods of his clergy twice in every year, and 
delivered to them a proper charge in Latin, according to 
the exigencies of the church. 

He wrote many tradts and fermons; which were pub- 
lithed, either at the time they were written, or foon after 
his death, They are faid to have been“compofed in a 
plain and perfpicuous ftyle, ‘The principal of them were 
as follow :. A confolatory oration upon the promife of 
Chrift i Fei X. 29.-—A. fermon preached upon the mar~ 
riage of Auguftus: duke of Saxony, with Anne daughter of 
the king: of Denmark, Our prince-bifhop united their 

“hands at Torgau on the 14th of Ofober, 1548.—-Four 
“fermons upon the two fpecies of bread and wine in the 
facrament.—A confolatory letter to his brother Wolfgang 
in his ficknefs.—T'wo fermons upon falfe prophets an 
the true ufe of Chiiftian doétrine.—And feveral others, 
preached in the reformed churches, which were tranflated 
from the German iato Latin. 
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Ts brave champion for the truth, who had the honor 
: of being Proré-Marryr, or me oct was 
burned. for the gofpel, in the.reign of queen Mary, was 
educated at-the “univerfty -of Combridges. where fevat, 
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tained to a great proficiency in Icarning: From thence 
he was chofen by a company of merchants to be their 
chaplain at Antwerp; to whom he preached many years. 
He there happily became acquainted with William Tiadale 
and Ailes Coverdale, who fied thither from the periecu- 
tion of the papifts under king Henry VILL. in England, 
and, by their means, coming to the true knowledge of 
Fefus Chrift, he joined hesstily with them in the labo~ 
Ficus and commendable of tranflating the bible 
into English, and was thereby fo much enlightencd in the 
dogirines of the gofpel, that he cait off the futile and 
idolatrous worthip of the church of Rome. At Antwerp he 
married his wife, and from thence went to Wittenberg, daily 
incrcafing in knowledge, and became fuch a proficient in 
the Dutch language, that he wax chofen paitur of a con- 
gregation there; which office he difcharged with great 
diligence and faithfulnets for fome years. In king £d- 
ward's time, he was fent for home by bdiflop Ridley, and 
mate prebendary and divinity-lecturer of Se. Paut's, 
where he preached faithfuily and zealoufly till the com- 
ing in of queen Mary. In the beginning of her reign, in 
a f:rmon at Paul's crofs, he exhorted the people fted- 
faftly and perfeveringly to adherr to that dogtrine, which 
they had been taught, and to heware of peftilent popery, 
idulatry, and fuperftition. His zeal could ust long be 
unnoticed ; and according] he was foon called before the 
privy council, where he anfwered fo fcripturally, fenfibly, 
and boldly, and at the fame time in fo becomuny a man- 
ncr, that, for that time, he was difinifled, But, alter the 
queen’s proclamation againtt the preuchiny of the truth 
came forth, he was again called before the popith bifhops 
(who thirfted for his blood) and committed prifoner to his 
own houfe ; from whence he might cafily have efcaped, and 
to which indeed he had many inducements ; viz. his wife 
and ten children, bis many friends in Germany, and the 
undoubted preferment he would there have met with; but 
being once called to anfwer in Chriff’s caufe, he would 
not depart, though he ftayed at the hazard and {as will 
be feen) to the lofs of his life, 

After being confined a prifoner in his own houfe about 
fix months, Re was removed to Newgate, and there kept 
for a long time among thieves and murderers. At length, 
on the twenty-fecond, and feveral other days, of. January, 
in 1555, he was examined before Dr. Gardiner, bifhop 
of Winchefler, and others, in a very illiberal and cruel 
manner; they not wary him to {peak or anfwer for 
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himfelf, 


298 ROGER 5&. 


himfelf, nor yet to defend his doGtrines in writing: And 
on the twenty-ninth of the fame month, Gardiner and 
others pronounced fentence againft him in the following 
manner; ‘ In the name of “God, Amen. We Stephen, 
t by the permiffion of God, bithop of Winchefter, 8:c. do 
© find that thou haft taught, holden, and affirmed, and 
« obftinately defended divers errors, herefies, and dam- 
# nable opinions, contrary to the doétrine and determi-~ 
“ nation of the holy church; as namely thefe; ‘* That 
* the catholic church of Rome is the ‘church of anti~ 
“¢ chrift: Jtem, that, in the facrament of the altar, there 
*¢ is not, fubitantially nor really, the natural body and 
«© blood of Chriff.” We do therefore judge thee and 
“ condemn thee, Jchn Rogers, otherwife called Matthews 
© (thy demerits and faults being aggravated through thy 
¢ damnable obftinacy) as guilty of moft deteftable heres 
€ fics, and as an obftinate impenitent finner, refufing 
© to return to the lap and unity of the HoLY MOTHER 
© cHuRcH, and that thou haft been and art by law ex- 
* communicate; and do pronounce and declare thee to 
© be an excommunieate p:rfon. Alfo we pronounce and 
€ declare thee, being an heretic, to be cat out from the 
* church, and left unto the judgement of the fecular 
* power, by this our fentence d:tnitive, which we here 
s ay upon and againft thee, with foriow of heart,’ 

Then this fentence was read, Mr. Rogers again at- 
tempted to fpeak; but was not fuffered, He then afked 
of them, to permit kis wife, a poor ftranger, to fee him 
before he fuff:r-d, but this alfo was denied, and fhe was 
abfolutely forbidden. When he was taken’ back to pri+ 
fon, after this and every preceding day’s examination, he 
wrote down the queftions put to him, and his aniwers, 
as far as they would allow him to fpeak, and alfo what 
he would hive faid, had he been permitted; which, be- 
caufe of their length, we cannot, confiftent with our 
plan, infert; but muft refer thofe who wifh to fee them 
at large to Fox's martyrology: Yet, on account of their 
exceliency, we prefume it will be acceptable to our 
Readers in general to fee fo much of them, as may ferve 
for a {pecimen of the tiue wifdom, piety, and zeal of this 

reat and good man. : 

“ But here (fiys he) they will cry out; Lo, thefe men 
* will be fill pin Baptifi, an apoftle, a prophet, &c. 
*¢ — I anfwer, We make not ourfelves like unto them, 
*¢ in the gifts and power of God beftowed on them to 
“ the working of miracles, and the like; but that we 
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aie like them in believing the fame dodtrine, and in 
fuffering perfecution and fhame for the fame. We 
preach thar very doctrine, and none other: This we 
are able to prove from their writings, which I have 
proferred to do again and again by writing. And, for 
this caufe, we fuffer the like reproach, fhame, and 
rebuke of the world; fuffering the fame perfecution, 
to the lofs of our goods, and even of our lives; and 
to the forfaking (as our mafter Chri? coummandcth) 
father, mother, fifter, brethren, wives, children, &c. 
being affured of a joyful refurrection, and to be crowned 
in glory with them, according to the infallible pro- 
miles made unto us in Chri/?, our only and all-fuffici:nt 
Medistor, Reconciler, Pricit, and Sacrifi Who, for 
us, as well as them, hath pleafed the Father, quieted 
and pacified his wrath againtt our fins; and, hy impu- 
tation, hath made us without fpot or wrinkle in his 
fight; although we, of and in ourfelves, are polluted 
with many filthy fins, which if the meafurel:fs, un- 
fpeakable mercy and love of God in Chriff did not put 
away, by not imputing them to us, would have brought 
us to everlafting damnation, and death perpetual, ~In 
this, and in no other {enfe, do we affirm ourfelves to 
be like Chriff our head, his apoftles, prophets, martyrs, 
and faints. ‘And fo far ought @// Chriltians to be like 
them, according to the meafure of faith, and the di- 
verfity of the gifts of the Spirit, that God huth given 
unto them. 
«© But let us now confider, that, if it bc God's good 
will and pleafure to give the mx! of his beloved 
church into the hands of their enemies, it i 
try, and prove them, to bring them to an unfci; 
acknowledgement of their natural perverfinefs and dif- 
obedience towards God and his commandments, as 
touching their love of God, their brethren and neigh- 
bours; and to fhew them their natura} inclination and 
readinefs to feck their own eafe and pleafurc; and to 
defire that good from the creature which God hag for- 
bid, as only to be found in himfelf. And in order, 
that having fallen into grofs outward fins, like David, 
Peter, and others, they may be brought to a true and 
earneft repentance, and to figh and cry for the forgive- 
nefs of the fame, and for the aid of the Spirit, daily 
to mortify and fubdue all evil defires and affections in 
future. And many other wife and gracious purpofes 
of the Lord concerning his people are anfwercd by 
q2 “© cher 
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*¢ their being often put into the furnace of affiGtioré 
«© But let us alfo confider what he doth with thofe ene« 
“ mies: into whofe hands he giveth his tender darlin; 
“ to be chaftened and tried. Jn truth, he does but chaf- 
“« ten and crofs them for a little while, according to his 
% fatherly love and-good pleafure, as ail fathers do theit 
“¢ children (Heb. xii. and Prov. iti;); but he utterly 
“© deftroyeth, ya and everlaitingly damneth their impe~ 
‘© nitent enemies. 
Let Hered tell me what he got by killing Fames, and 
by perfecuting Peter, and Chrif’s tender darlings and 
beloved (ponfe, his church? Verily God thought him 
not worthy to have death miniftered by men or angels, 
“ or any other creature, than thofe fmall, filthy vermin, 
* lice and worms, which were ordained to deftroy hig 
“ beaftly, tyrannous body. Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar; 
‘© with ‘all their pride and might, muft at length tet 
"© God’s favourite people go freely out-of their land, 
‘© from their bands and cruelty: For when they could 
obtain nothing but counterfeit mercies, like thofe of 
“© our day*, namely, extreme cruelties and death, then 
“© did God arife, as one awoke out of fleep, and deftroyed 
“© thofe enemies of his fock with a mighty band, and 
*¢ ftretched-out arm. When Pharaoh grievoully oppreffed 
S¢ the poor I/raelites with intolerable labours and heavy 
© burdens, his courtiers noifed abroad his tender mercies 
“ towards them, in fuffering them to live in the land, 
“ and in fetting them to work, that they might get their 
*¢ livings; for, if he fhould thruft them out of his land, 
** they muft be no better than vagabonds and runagates. 
© Have we not the like examples now-a-days? O that 
* T had now time to write certain things pertaining to 
** the bifhop of Winchefler’s mercy! I have not time to 
‘© fpeak how merciful he hath been to me and to my good 
“ brethren, and to the duke of Suffolk's moft innocent 
“* daughter, and her innocent hufband: O that I had 
‘© time to paint it in it’s proper colours! but there are 
«© many that can do it better than I, who thall live when 
s¢ T am dead, Pharach had his plagues; and his once 
“ moft Sourifhing land utterly deftroyed, on account of 
** hypocrify and counterfeit mercy, which was no other 
“© than cruelty and abominable ny. And think ye, 
“* that the bloody, butcherly, bifhop of Winchefter and 


® Alluding to their frequent expreffions of great forrow and con- 
cem for him'in, the courte of his’ examination, and ia the fentency 
pronounced again him, i 

3 S* his 


ROGERS, got 


*¢ his bloody brethren, fhall efcape? Or that England, 
© for their offences, and efpecially for the maintenance 
« of their idolatry, and wilful following of them in it, 
«« fhall not abide as great brunts? yes, undoubtedly. 
If God look not mercifully upon England, the feeds 
“© of utter deftrudtion are already fown in it by thele 
¢* hypocritical tyrants, and antichriftian prelates, papifts, 
i at double traytofs to their country: And yet they 
¢ fpeak of mercy, of bleffing, of the catholic church, 
"© of unity, of power; and of ftrengthening the realm, 
«© This double diffimulation will appear in the day of the 
“© Lord’s vifitation, when thofe crown-fhorn captains, 
«© who have fhewn no mercy to the poor godly fufferers 
“© of this realm, hall have judgement without eh 
re 


* In the courfe of Mr. Rogers's firft day"s examination, Cardiner, 
bithop of Minchefler, afked him ; ‘ What fayeit thou? Make us adirctt 
“ anfwer, whethes thou wilt be one of thia catholic charch or not, 
* with us, in the ftate in which we are now? ‘Io which Ms, Rogers 
anfwered, My Lord, cannot believe, that ye yourfelves do think 
4 jn your hearts rhat he [the pope] is fupreme head in forgiving of 
* fin, &c. as ye have now aide feemng you and all the bifhops of the 
{© sealm have now fur twenty years long preached, and fume of you 
« alfo written, to the contrary; and the parliament hath fo long ago 
“€ condefcended unto it ;"—Here he wa interrupted, and not allowed 
to fay any more. If men could fubfcribe to, and preach and write, 
proteftant do@rines for twenty years together, and after that laughter 

tants in the manner thee men did; ray it not from henge be 
prote y 
muftly inferred, that it is a very great mittake which at this time feems 
fue too generally to prevail, viz. That the Roman catholics may in 
time, (and thofe even now in England) have little or no higotry, 
and ‘nothing of a perfecuting {pint nowwithfanding they Redfafl 
believe the fame dofirines thay their anceftors did, whofe bigotry, 
‘eruelty and thirft for the blood of the protettants, are beyand expref= 
fion? Similar caufcs will always produce Ginilar clus, “This may be 
luftrated by a comparifon of the experience of thof: that traly believe 
in the Lord Fefes Chrift at this day, with all true believers in every 
age and place under the like circumftances. They of old believed in 
the Lord Jefus Chriff, an reported in the wort—thcy loved God—they- 
Kept his commandments as obedient children—thcy feared to offend 
their heavenly Father—they loved one another—they fought under the 
banner of Cérif againit the world, the fivth and the devil—they en. 
dured, feeing Him wh invifible—when called to it they took chear- 
fully the fpoiling of their goods—and many (of whom the Lord 
thought the world wot worthy) fealed the truths of the gofpel with 
their blood, and wimeffed a good confeffion of their faith in the flames. 
Do not thofe, who, with the faith of God's elest, believe the fame plo~ 
rions truths with them, difcover the fame happy difpolitions, which 
‘under the like cireumftances, bring forth the tame bleffed fr i 
the believing of the doftuine of Yefes Cériff does uniform! 
the heart and life of all true believers in every place and ; 
pétiod, and that contrary to flefh and blood, and all temporal intercit 
and natural inclination: Can we reafonably fuppofe, that the pope 
of 
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Mr. Rogers, being fentenced to be burned, and fee 
manded back to prifon, was on Afenday morning, thé 
fourth day of February, 1555, awakened out of a very 
found fleep, with great difficulty, by the keeper's wife; 
who fuddenly warned him to make hafte and prepare him< 
felf for the fire. ‘¢ If it be fo, faid he, I need not tie 
© my points.”"— He was then had down to bithop Benner, 
who degraded him; of whom (he faid) he had one favor 
to afk, Benner afked what that fhould be: ‘* Nothing; 
“ anfwered Mr. Rogers, but that I may Speak a few 
“© words to my wife before my burning.” This requeft 
not being granted; he added, “* You detlare your cha~ 
* rity, what it is.’ The time being come, he was 
Dbrought-out of Newgate, and delivered up to the theriffs 
of London to be taken to Smithfield; one of whom faid, 
« Mr. Rogers, will you revoke your abominable dodtrines 
© and your evil opinion of the facrament of the altar ?? 
Mr. ‘Rogers anfwered, ‘* That, which I have preached, 
s T will feal with my blood.” ¢ Thien, (faid the sheriff) 
* thou art an heretic.’ ‘ That fhall be known, {replied 
se Mr. Rogers) at the day of judgement.” ¢ Well, (faid 
© the theriff,) 1 will never tay fr thee.” “ ButI will 
‘© pray for you,” faid Mr. Rogers, and fo they proceeded. 
towards Smithfield; Mr. Rogers faying the grit Pialm, and 
the people exceedingly rejoicing and piving thanks to 
God for his conftancy. His wife and ten children by 
her fide, with one at her breaft, met him by the wayy 
being the only opportunity they had even of feeing one 
another any more in the flefh; but neither did this very 
affe€ting {cene feem in the leaft to fhake his confidence, 
fo gracioufty was he fupported, in the trying hour, b: 
Hi, who hath promifed, I will aever, pling leave hee’ 
never, never, forfake thee. When he came to the ftake; 
he fhewed great conftancy and patience; but, not being 
Suffered to {peak many words, he briefly exhorted the 
people fteadily to remain in that faith and true doc~ 
trine, which he had before taught them, and for the 
confirmation of which he was not only content patiently 


of the prefent day, who. atmonnce the fume ereed srith theie bloody 
fore-fsthers, will not, whenever it ia im their power, be found in thele 
fore Father's cruel pradlices; efpecially when through ignorance and 
faperition, they believe, that aubile thy Bl you, they do God fervice P 
In hort; almol every doBrine, they bold. is’ frerued 10 footh the 
pride and flatter the vanity of fallen tan, and calculated to gratify 
Tofe fenfual paffions and defiree; which rale in a beart daceitfal above 
ail thinge asd defperasely wicked, 

to 
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to fuffer all fuch bitternefs and cruelty, 28 had been al- 
ready fhewn him, but alfo moft gladly to refign up his 
life, and to give his flefh to the confuming fire, for 2 
teftimony of the fame. They then again brought him a 
pardon, upon condition that he would recant; but he, 
with the magnanimity of a true martyr, refufed it; not 

referring life upon fuch terms to the crucl death of 
Burning which he fuffered with the greateft patience 
and fortitude; wafhing as it were his hands in the flames, 
and ejaculating with his laft breath; “ Lord, receive my 
 fpirie 1” 

Itis remarked of Mr. Rogers, that, during the ycar 
and a half that he was imprifoned, he was always chear~ 
ful, but very earneft and intent upon every thing he did, 
He wrote much ; efpecially his examinations, which were 
wonderfully preferved : For thry frequently made diligent 
fearch for his writings; and it is fuppofed, that they 
refufed his wife vifiting him, Ictt fhe fhould convey ther 
away. And when he was taken out of Newgate and led 
to Snithpeld, they again fearched his room, but found 
nothing. They, therefore, readily admitted his wife and 
fon Daniel into his apartment, upon their return from 
Smithfield, who looked in every corner, as they thought, 
and were coming away, fuppofing others had becn before 
hand with them, when Daniel {pied fomething black in: 
a dark corner under a pair of ftairs, which proved to be 
his examinations and writings, to which the Reader has 
been alreaty referred in Fox's martyrology, where they 
are inferted at large. He was charitable to the poor pri- 
foners, agreeing with Mr. Hooper and others, to take but 
one meal a day, and to give the reft to thofe on the other 
fide of the prifon that were ready to dic for hunger ; but 
the crucl keeper withheld ic from them. ‘The Sunday 
before he fuffered, he drank to Mr, Hooper, being then 
underneath him, and defircd them to commend him unto 
him, and to tell him, ‘ There was never a little fellow 
#6 would better ftick to a man, than he would ftick to 
‘* him,” {uppofing, contrary to what happened, that 
they fhould have becn toth burned together.— Thus died, 
triumphant in the faith, this bleffed proto-martyr, and 
proved the reality of the antient obfervation, ‘ that the 
* blood of the martyrs is the feed of the church ;” for, 
inftead of being intimidated, multitudes were encouraged 
by his example, and thofe, who had no religion before, 
‘were put upon inquiries; What was the cauf, fer which 
Lach piows and learned men were contented te dit; a fo, 
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from being athiefts or papifts, were led, by God's 
bleffing, to a knowledge and profcfiion of that gofpel, the 
darkening of which was the main end and debpe of all 
this bloody perfecution, 
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HIS gracious man, defcended from an opulent 
family, and eminent as a fcholar, but ftill more 
refpeétable for the grace given him of God; was educated 
at Eaton, and from thence chofen to King’s-College, in 
Cambridge; where, for three years, he applied himfelf 
clofely to ftudy, and made a confiderable proficiency in 
learning : But his mother, with a view to increafe his 
plentiful fortune, bound him to 2 capital merchant, in 
the city of London, to be inftruéted in trade, The mers 
chant, being 2 religious man, foori perceived that Saun- 
ders’s natural bias was to learning, rather than trade; 
Ghd, from his ferioufnefs, prefuming that the Lord had 
fome employment for him, far more important than that 
of merchandize, he gave him his indentures. Upon this, 
Saunders returned again to Cambridge, where he made 3 
further progrefs in his ftudies. He was aman, exercifed 
with very fevere temptations and inward conflids, but 
@racioufly fupported, and much comforted. Thefe trials 
wrought in him fuch experience, as qualified him after- 
wards, in his minifterial labors, to adminifter comfort 
to others, He remained fome confiderable time in the 
univerfity, after he had taken his mafter of arts degrees 
and in te reign of King Edvard, he entered into holy 
orders, and was made of Fetheringhay; about 
which time he married, He was next made a reader in 
the cathedral of Litchfield; where he was very fuccefsful 
in winning fouls to God; and, by his holy life and con- 
verfation, obtained a good ry even of his adverfaries, 
He was from thence removed to Church-Laugton in Lei= 
ceifter fires 
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cefterfoire; and, laftly, to the rectory of Althallews, in 
read-firect, London, 

He ‘went down frequently to Church-Langten, intend~ 
ing to refign it; but, queen Mary coming to the throne, 
be changed his mind, knowing that none but a papift 
would fucceed him. In his way thither, he preached at 
Northampton, and, being filled with zeal for the truth, 
he bore a noble teftimony again{ft the errors of popery: 
Which (faid he) are likely to {pring up again, as a juft 
vifitation of God, for the little love that England hath 
borne to the truths and privileges of the gofpel, fo plen- 
tifully afforded hcr. He was apprehenfive of the troubles 
that afterwards came to pafs; and therefore applicd him- 
felf, with 21] diligence, to confirm his people in the truth 
{notwithftanding the proclamation to the contrary) and 
to arm them againf all falfe dostrines; but he was at 
length oppofed, and finally hindered by open violence. 
He was then much advifed to Icave the kingdom, which 
he pofitively refufed, and went ftraight for London to vilit 
his flock in Bread-firect. In his way, pretty neat to 
town, he was overtaken hy Mordauat, the queen’s coun- 
fellor, who afked, If he did not preach at fuch a time 
in Bread-flreet; He anfwered, yes: And will you, faid 
Mordaunt, preach fo again? Yes, faid he, to-morrow you 
may hear me there; where I will confirm, by God's word, 
all I then preached. I would advife you, faid Mordaunt, 
to forbear. Mr. Saunders faid, If you will forbid me by 
lawful authority, I muft then forbear.—Nay, faid the 
other, I fhall not forbid you: So they parted. The next 
day being Sunday, he expounded the eleventh chapter of 
the fecond epiftle to the Corinthians; and in the afternoon, 
defigning to give his people another exhortation, he went 
again to church; but when he came there, the bifhop of 
London's officer prevented him, by taking him before his 
iordfhip [Bonner], Mordaunt, and fome vf the bifhop’s 
chaplains. 

Phe bithop charged him with treafon, herefy, and 
fedition, and requircd of him his opinion about tranfub- 
ftantiation in writing; which being obliged to comply 
with, he faid, ‘ You feek my blood, and you fhall have 
“it: I pray God you may be fo baptized in it, that you 
‘¢ may hereafter loathe blood-fucking, and become a 
‘© better man.” Bithop Benner fent him to bifhop Gar- 
diner, where he was kept ftanding uncovered four hours 
at the door of the room, in which were fitting Mordauat 
end fome others; till at length the bithop, returning 
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from court, ordered him into 2 proper place for exami= 
nation; and then interrogated him in the following 
manner. * How dare you to preach, notwithftanding 
‘ the queen’s proclamation to the contrary?’ Mr. Saun- 
ders anfwered, “he was moved in his confcience fo to 
‘* do from the apoftle’s command, fo obey God rather than 
“ man.” © A goodly confcience furely, faid the bithop, 
© which could make our queen a baftard, or mifbegotten 
© is it not, I pray?? Mr. Saunders faid, ** I do not fay, 
** or go about to make the queen bafe or mifbegotten ; 
“ but Jet thofe be careful about that matter, who have 
 publifhed the fame to the world, to their fhame and re~ 
“© proach.” (For it fecms thé bifhop had prefaced the book 
of true obedience, in order to curry favor with Henry VIII. 
in which queen Mary was openly declared to be a baftard,) 
Mr. Saunders xdded, “* We do only preach in fincerity 
‘© the purity of the word; which although we are now 
*¢ forbid to do with our mouths; yet Idoubt not, but 
‘* that our blood hereafter fhall more fully manifeft the 
- fame.” Upon which the bifhop cried out, to take 
away the frantic fool to prifon. “Io which Mr. Saunders 
faid, ** I thank God, who has at laft given me a place of 
‘© yeft and quietnefs, where I may pray for your lord- 
*© fhip’s converfion.”” 

Mr. Saunders being fent to prifon, and there confined 
a year and three months, wrote a letter to the bithop of 

inchefter, by way of anfwer to feveral particulars, with 
which the bifhop had charged him. The following is 
all of the letter that has been preferved. 

*© Touching the caufe of my imprifonment, I doubt 
“ whether I have broken any law or proclamation. In 
*¢ my doStrine I did not; for at that time it was per- 
‘© mitted by the proclamation to ufe, according to our 
‘© confciences, fuch fervice as was then eftablithed, 
“© My do@rine was then agreeable to my confcience and 
“© the fame fervice then ufed. The act which I did 
“ (alluding to his expounding the fcriptures in his own, 
“© church in Bread-frrect) was fuch, as being indifferently 
‘¢ weighed, founded to no breaking of the proclamation, 
“© or at leaft no wilful breaking of it; as I caufed no 
®© bell to be rung, neither occupied I any place in the 
-*© pulpit, after the order of fermons or leftures, But 
“© be it, that I did break the proclamation, this long 
“* imprifonment may be thought more than a fufficient 
** punifhment for fuch a fault. 

« Touching 
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Touching the charge againft me as to my religion, 
«© T fay with St. Past, this t canfefs, that after the way 
which they call herelj, fo worjhip F the God of my forc= 
st fathers, believing all things which are written in the low 
S¢ “and the prophets, and have hope towards Ged, ce. And 
herein udy to have always a clear confcience to- 
*6 wards God and towards man: So that I call God to 
*¢ witnefs, [ have a confcience. And this my conicience 
*¢ is not grounded upon vain fantafy, but upon the in- 
<< fallible verity of God's word, with the teftimony of 
“© his chofen church agreeable to the fame. 

“It is eafy for them that take Chrif for their true 
© paftor, and are the teue thecp of his pafture, to difcern 
“the voice of their true fhepherd, from the voice of 
*6 wolves, hirelings, and ftrangers: For Chrift faith, 
8° My focep hear my voice: And arc thereby given to 
*© know the voice of the true fhepherd, and to follow 
« him; as our Saviour alfo faith. “I'he theep follow the 
S fhepherd, for they know his voice: A ftranger they 
¢ will not follow, but will flee from him; for they 
*¢ know not the voice of a ftranger. Such inward in- 
“© fpiration doth the Holy Ghoft put into the children 
“© of God, being indeed taught of God, but otherwile 
unable to underitand the true way of their falvation, 
* And although (as Chri// faith) the wolf cometh in 
«© fheeps cloathing, he Jikewit: adds, by their fruits 
#6 fhall know them. For there are certain fruits by 

f is bewrayrd, notwithftanding, in out+ 
ward appearances of holineis, he fecms to be ever fo 
true a theep, “That thy Rowif religion is ravening 
ond wolfifh, is evident from a varicty of confider~ 
“© ations ; and efpecially from thrfe three, * 

“ Firft, it robbeth Cod of his due and only honour. 
“+ Secondly, it taketh away the true comfort of con- 
fcience, in obfcuring, or rather burying, of Chriff and 
his office of {alvation. 

« Thirdly, it fpoileth God of his true worfhip and 
fervice in fpirit and truth, which he requires and 
commands, and driyeth men to that inconvenience, 
*© againft which both Gbriff and the prophet S/aiah {peak 
‘© very tharply ; This people bonoureth me with their lips; 
§© but their heart is far from me. In vain do they worpip 
5© me, teaching, for doétrines, the commandments of men. 
‘© And in another place; Ye caf afide the commandments of 
Gad, te maintain your own traditions. : 
ie 2 Rra « Wherefore 
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“© Wherefore I in confcience, weighing the Romifs 
« religion, and by a candid difcuffion thereof, finding 
© the foundation unftedfaft, and the building upon it 
** but yain: And on the other hand, having my con- 
* fcience framed after a right and uncorrupt religion, 
‘ ratified and fully eftablithed by the word of God, and 
* the confent of his true church; I neither may, nor do 
* intend, by God’s gracious affiftance, to be pulled one 
$¢ jot from the fame ; no, though an angel out of heaven 
** fhould preach another gofpel than that, which I have 
* received of the Lord. 

“¢ And though I have neither that deep knowledge nor 
$6 profound judgement, nor that eloquence to utter what 
. F'gnow and judge, as may be required in an excellent 
“ clerk, in order fufficiently to anfwer and convince 
“© the gainfayer: Yet neyerthelefs this my proteftation 
$© fhall be premifed, that with refpeé to the grounds and 
“© caufes before confidered, morenieaflanding cannot 
© explicitd fide, as they call it, conccive all that is to be 
“ conceived, neither can difcufs all that is to be dif- 
§* cuffed, nor exprefs all that can be expreffed, in the 
*« difcourfe of the dodrine of this moft true religion 
$* which I profefs: Yet do I bind myfclf, as by my 
* humble fincerity, fo by my fidem implicitam, that is, 
*¢ by faith in general (as they call it) to wrap up my 
S© belief in the credit of the fame, that no authority of 
«S that Romif religion, repugnant thereunto, fhall by any 
‘© means remove me from the fame, though it may come 
** to pafs that our adverfaries will labour to beguile us 
§* through philofophy and deceitful vanity, alter the 
* traditions of mén, and after the ordinances of the 
“* world, and not after Chri/f, &c.” 

When Mrs. Saunders went firft to the prifon to fee 
her hufband, the keeper told her he had ftri@ char; 
not to fuffer any body to fpeak to him; but that, if 
chofe to ftay at'the gate, he would take the child, which 
fhe had in her arms, to its father: She confented; and 
the father rejoiced to fee his fon; and faid, ** He had 
{* rather have fuch a boy than two thoufand pounds :” 
And to fome that ftood by, who admired the child, he 
faid; “* What man, that fears God, would not rather 
"© lofe his life, than baftardize fuch a child, make: his 
$* wife a whore, and himfelf 2 whore-monger? If there 
* were no other rcafon, why a man of my eftate fhould 
§$ lof his life; yet who would not give it, to avouch 
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this child to be legitimate, and his marriage to be law- 
*€ ful and holy ?” 
Mr. Sauaders, being confined a year and a quarter in 
prifon, was at length fene for and examined, before the 
jueen’s council, bifhop Gardiner, Benner, and others, in 
the following manner : 
Gard. ©It is well known that you have been a pri- 
foner for the abominable herefies and falte doctrine that 
you have fown; and now it is thought good, that 
mercy be thewed to fuch as feck for it. herefore, 
if you will now conform, and come home again, 
mercy is ready. We mutt fay; that we have all fallen, 
but now are we rifen again, and returned to the ca- 
tholic church: You muft therefore rife with us, and 
come home unto it. Give us then a direét anfwer.’” 
Saund. ‘* My lord, if it pleafe your honours, give me 
« leave to {peak with deliberation.” 

Gard. ‘ Leave off your painting and pride of fpeech; 
* for fuch is the fathion of you all, to pleafe yourfelves 
* in your glorious words. Anfwer yea, or nay.” 

Saund. “* My lord, it is not a time for me now to 
«© paint: And as for pride, I have no caufe to be proud ; 
“© my learning 1 confefs to be but little; and as for 
«* wealth I have now none at all. Neverthelefs, it be- 
“© hoves me to anfwer your demand cautioufly;; fecing that 
*© one of thefe two extreme perils are likely to befal me: 
‘* The lofing of a confcience, or my life. And I 
¢ tell you the truth, I love both life and liberty, if I 
‘© could enjoy them without the hurt of my confcience.”” 

Gard, ¢ Confcience! you have none at all, but pride 
* and arrogancy, dividing yourfelves by fingularity from 
* the church.’ 

Saund, ‘* The Lord knows ail men’s confciences. And 
S¢ as to the charge of feparation from the church, as I 
*© underftand Pie lordfhip’s meaning, I affure you I 
“ Jive in the faith in which I have been brought up ever 
S¢ fince I was fourteen years of age; being taught, that 
“© the power of the bifhop of Rome is but ufurped, with 
© many confequent abufes. Yea, this have 1 received 
§€ from your hands that are here prefent, as a thing 
‘© agreed upon by the catholic church and public 
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§° authority.” 

Gard. * Yea, marry, but I pray you, have you received 
§ by confent and authority your herefies of the bleffed 
 facrament of the altar?’ asia 
; jaund. 
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. Saund. “* My lord, it is lefs offence to cnt cff an arm, 
“ hand, or joint of a man than to cut of the head; for- 
“© a man may live with the lofs of any one of thefe; but 
“© he cannot live without his head. But you, all the 
“* whole fort of you, have agreed to cut off the fu- 
KE, premacy of the bifhop of Rene, whom now you will 
** have again to be head of the church.” 

Bithop of London. lord, I have his own hand- 
* writing againft the bl facrament. What fay you 
“ tothat, Saunders?” 

_ Saund, “© What I have written, I have written ; and 
“ further I will not accufe myfelf. You can lay no- 
“* thing to my charge, for having broke any of your 
“ laws, fince they were in force,” 

Gard, ‘Well, you are obftinate, and refufe liberty.” 

Saund. “* My lord, I may not buy liberty at fuch x 
© price: But I befeech your honours to obtain of the 
“« queen fuch a pardon for us, that we may live and 
«¢ keep our confciences unclogged ; and we fhall live as 
*© moft obedient fubjeéts, Or elfe, I muft fay for my~ 
“« felf, that, by God’s grace, I will abide the greatett 
“ extremity that man_ can do againft me, rather than to 
* a againft my confcience.” 

Gard. * Ah, firrah! you will live as you lit. The 
© Donatifis defired to Jive in fingularity ; but indeed they 
* were not fit to live upon the earth: No more are you, 
* and that you fhall know within thefe feven days; and 
* therefore away with him,’ 

Saund, ** Welcome be it, whatfoever the will of God 
S© fhall be, either life or death, And I tell you truly, I 
S¢ have Jearned to dic. But I exhort you to beware of 
“© fhedding innocent blood. Truly it will cry aloud 
“¢ againft you. The Spirit of God reit upon all your 
*¢ honours! amen.” : 

Mr. Saunders was then taken into an adjoining room 
till fome others were examined, that they might be all 
Ted to prifon together: And where finding a great num-~ 
ber of people, fe fpake to them freely ; declaring what 
they deferved on account of their falling from Chrif to 
antichrift; and exhorted them to repent and turn, and 
with a ftronger faith embrace Chrift, and confefs him to 
the end, in efiance of antichrift and fin, death and the 
devil ; and fo live in the love and favor of God. He 
was afterwards taken to the prifon in Bread-frect, out 
of which he preached to his pasifhioners, as he had for+ 
aerly done out of the pulpit, 0. 
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On the fourth day of February, the bithop of Londen 
went to him in the prifon, and degraded him; upon 
which he faid; ‘1 thank God, I am none of your 
*< church.” The next morning the fheriff of London 
delivered him up to fome of the queen’s guard, who were 
appointed to take him to Coventry to be burned there, 
They travelled no farther than St. diéan’s the firft night, 
where they were met by Mr. Grimoa/d, a man of greater 
gifts than conftancy; to whom Mr. Saunders faid, after 
giving him a leflon fuitable to his revolting ftate, ** Will 
“ you pledge me out of this cup which I will begin to 
“ drink of to you?” Grimoald, fhrugging up his thoul- 
ders, anfwered, ‘I will pledge you out of that cup, 
* which is in your hand, with all my heart; but of that 
* other which you mean, I will’ not promife you,’ 
“© Well, replied Mr, Saunders, my dear Lord ‘Yejus Chrift 
“© hath drank to me of a more bitter cup; and thall I 
«* not pledge my mott precious Saviour? Yes, i hope I 
*¢ fhall.” At Coventry, he was put into the gaol amongit 
the common prifoners; where he Aepe very little, fpend- 
ing the night in prayer and in inftrudting others; and 
where to a fricnd he faid, ‘* Pray for me, for I am the 
s¢ moft unfit for this high office of any one that was 
“ever appointed to it; but my gracious God and dear 
‘s Father is able to make me {trong enough.” 

The nextday, the cighth of February, 1555, they led him 
away to the piace of execution, without the city; which 
when they were within fight of, the officer, appointed to 
fee the execution done, faid to Mr. Saunders, that he was 
one of the people that marred the qucen’s realm with falfe 
dogtrine and herefy ; and that therefore he deferved death: 
However, if he would revoke his hercfies, he had orders 
with him for his pardon; but if not, added he, yonder is 
fire prepared for thee. ‘Towhich Mr. Saunders anfwercd, 
“Tt is not I, nor my fellow-preachers of God’s truth, 
“that have hurt the queen’s realm, but it is yourlelf, 
“and fuch as you are, that have always refifted God's 
© holy word, that matr the qucen’s realm. I hold no 
*© herefies, but the doctrine of God, the bleffed gofpel 
* of Chrifi; it is that I hold, it is that I believe, it iz 
‘© that I have taught, and it is that 1 will never revoke.” 
Upon this, the other rejoined, ‘ Away with him.’ And 
Mr. Saunders proceeded with much apparent comfort and 
refolution. When he came to the place, he fell to the 
ground’ and prayed; and then arofe, and took the flake 
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in his.arms, to which he was to be chained, and kiffed it, 
faying, ‘* Welcome the crofs of Chrif'; welcome ever- 
ad iafing life.” He was faftened to the ftake, and the 
fire was kindled, but the wood being green, they cruelly 
tormented him for a long time: ich gave an oppor- 
tunity for a further proof of the covenant-faithfulnefs 
and fove of HIM, who hath promifed, that his grace 
fall be fs ienty and where afflictions abound, caufeth 
the confolations of his Spirit much more to abound, 
This holy man, with the utmoft fortitude and- patience, 
a is torments, and at length fweetly fell afleep in 
Esvs. 

In the beginning of Q, Mary’s reign, Mr. Saunders 
met with De Pendleton, 2 man of learning and feeming 
zeal in preaching the gofpel; and their converfation 
turning upon the times, and the probability of a very 
fevere perfecution, Mr. Saunders appeared weak in faith, 
and very fearful that he fhould not remain ftedfaft: But 
Pendleton, with an air of courage and zeal, faid: ‘What, 
© man! ety ie much ae saute fat me to i es 
© you; for I have a ig, fat 3 yet wil fee 
i The utmoft drop of the gat of mine melted away, 
* and the lait gobbet of this fleth of mine confumed 
* to afhes, before I will forfake {é* Chrift, and his 
* truth which I have profeffed.’—It was not long after, 
that they were both put to the trial; when poor feeble, 
faint-hearted Saunders, always jealous of himfelf, by the 
power of divine grace, fealed the truth with his blood ; 
and proud, felf-fufficient Pendleton fell away and turned 
papift.——-So true is it, that the moft confident in them- 
Selves, ase the neareft to apoftacy; and that nothing can 
fupport the foul in trials, and carry it happily through 
them, but the omnipotent grace of an almighty Redeemer. 

Tt bas been obferved, that nothing difcovers the temper 
and mind of a perfon more than his letters. The letters 
of Mr. Saunders eminently difcover the frame of his 
fpirit ; for which reafon, we will add three or four of 
them. 


A letter, 
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A letter, written on the thirty-firl of Jexwary, 155; 
afcer his condemnation, addreifed to"his wife, and ober 
faithful friends. 


“ THE grace of Chriff, with the confolation of the 
“ Holy Ghoft, to the keeping of the faith and a 
“© good confcience, confirm and keep you for ever veflels 
* to God’s glory, amen. 

* Oh! what worthy thanks can be given to our gra- 
** cious God for his unmeafurable mercies plentifally 
“* poured upon us! And I, moft unworthy wretch, can- 
“© not but pour at this prefent, even from the bottom 
‘© of my heart, the bewailing of my great ingratitude 
‘© and unkindnefs towards fo gracious fo good a God and 
*© loving Father. 1 befeech you all, as for my other 
“© many fins, fo {pecially for that fin of my unthankful-- 
«© nefs, crave pardon for me in your earneft prayers, 
commending me to God’s great mercies in Chrift. 

% To number thefe mercies in particular, were to 
“© number the drops of water which are in the fea, the 
‘© fands on the fhore, and the ftars inthe fky. O my dear 
“© wife, and ye the reft of my friends, rejoice with me; 
“<I fay, rejoice with thank {giving for this my prefent 
*¢ promotion, in that I am made worthy to magnify my 
£¢ God, not only in my life, by my flow mouth and un- 
*¢ circumcifed lips, bearing witnefs unto his truth, but 
* alfo by my blood to feal the fame, to the glory of my 
“¢ God, and confirming of his true church: And as yet 
“€ I teftify unto you, that the comfort of my fweet Chrift 
© doth drive from my fantafy the fear of death. But if 
‘© my dear hufband Chrift doth for my trial leave me 
“© alone a little to myfelf, alas! I know in what cafe I 
«© fhall be then: But if for my proof he do fo, yet I am 
*¢ fure he will not be long or far from me. Though he 
“ fland behind the wall and hide himfelf, (as Solomon 
‘© faith in his myftical fong,) yet will he peep in by a 
“ creft to fee how I do. He is a very tender-hearted 
* Fafeph; though he {peak roughly to his brethren, and 
ss het them hardly yea, woe grievous bondage 
“© to his beft-beloved brother Benjamin: Yet can he not 
‘© contain himfelf from weeping with us and upon us, 
‘© with falling on our necks, and fweetly kifing us. 
‘¢ Such, fuch a brother is our Gbrif unto all. here= 
“© fore haften to go unto him as Faceb did with his fons 
“ and family, leaving their country and acquaintance. 
Yea, this our Fofeph ere acias for us, that Pha- 
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«© aob the infidel thal! mifiifter unto us chariots, wherein 
«© at cafe we may be carried to come unto him: As we 
"6 have experience how our very adverfaries do help us 
<* unto our everlafting blifs by their fpeedy difpatch; 
“© yea, and how all things have been helpings thereunto; 
« Tredied be our God, not afraid of fray-bugs which 
*¢ lie in the way, Fear rather the everlafting fire: Feay 
*© the ferpent which hath that deadly fting, of which by 
bodily death they fhall be brou; de to tafte which are 
“ not grafted in Chrif, wanting faith and a Free con 
* feience, and fo are not acquainted with Chrift, the 
© killer of death, But oh, my dear wife and friends! 
“$© we, we whom God hath delivered from the power of 
$ darknefs, and hath tranflated us into the kingdom of 
“ his dear fon, by putting off the old man, and y faith 
“© putting on the new, even our Lord Pie Chrift, his 
* wifdom, holinefs, righteoufnefs, and redemption; we, 
“J fay, have to triumph againit the terrible, {piteful 
“« ferpent the devil, fin, hall, death, and damnation, 
“¢ For Cbriff our brazen ferpent hath pulled away the 
*¢ fting of this ferpent, fo that now we may boldly, in 
‘* beholding it {poiled of its ting, triumph, and with our 
© Chrift, and all his cleét, fay, Death, where is thy fing? 
«© Hell, where is thy vi@ory? Thanks be to God, who bath 
§© given (us) the vidtory, through our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
“€ Wherefore be merry, my dear wife, and all my dear 
** fellow heirs of the everlafting kingdom ; always re~ 
*€ member the Lord, Rejoice in hopc, be patient in 
“ tribulation, continue in prayer, and pray for us now 
“* appointed to the flaughter, that we may be unto our 
‘© heavenly Father a fat offering, and an acceptable fa- 
«< crifice. I may hardly write to you: Wherefore let 
“ thefe few words be a witnefs of my commendations to 
*€ you and all them which love us in the faith; and 
* namely, unto my flock, among whom I am refident 
** by God’s providence, but as a prifoner, 
‘© And although I am not fo among them, as I have 
‘* been, to preach to them out of a pulpit; yet doth God 
** new preach unto them by me, by this my imprifon- 
“* ment and captivity which now ? fuffer among them 
§ for Chrif’s ‘gofpel fake, bidding them to beware of the 
% Romifp antichriltian rcligion and kingdom, requirin; 
“* and charging them to abide in the truth of Cbri/f, 
‘© which is thortly to be fealed with the blood of their 
‘© paftor: Who, though he be unworthy of fuch a mi- 
 niftry, yet Chrifi their high’ paftor is to be reperded 3 
© whofe 
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*t whofe truth hath been taught them by me, is witnefled 
« by my chains, and fhall be by my death, through the 
“¢ power of that high paftor. Be not careful, good wife; 
“© caft your care upon the Lord, and commend me unto 
« him in repentant prayer, as 1 do you and our Samu; 
«¢ whom, even ut the itake, I will offer as mylelf unto 
‘* God. Fare ye well all in Chrift, in hope to be joined 
*¢ with you in joy everlafting, This hope is put up im 
my bofom, Amen, Amen, Amen, pray, pray. 


Another letter to bis wife, &c. 


« GRACE and comfort, &c. Wife, you Shall do beft 

not to come often unto the grate where the porter 
may fee you. Put not yourfelf in danger where it 
needs not: You hall, think, fhortly come far cnough 
into danger by keeping faith and a good confcience = 
“© Which, dear wife, I truft you do nut flack to make 
“© reckoning and account upon, by exercifin your in 
«¢ ward man in meditation of God’s moft Boly word, 
‘© being the fuftenance of the foul, and alfo by giving 
‘¢ yourfelf to humble prayer For thefe two things be 
« the very means how to be made members of our Chrif, 
«* meet to inherit his kingdom. 

%¢ Do this, dear wife, in earncft, and not leaving off; 
«© and fo we two fhall, with our Chriff and xll his chofen 
S€ children, enjoy the merry world in that everlafting 
‘€ immortality; whereas here will nothing elfe be found 
“© but extream mifery, even of them which moft greedily 
*© feek this worldly wealth: And fo, if we two continue 
© God’s children grafted in our ee the fame God's 
“© blefing which we receive fhall alfo fettle upon our 
“ Samuel, Though we do thortly depart hence and leave 
‘© the poor infant (to our fceming) at all adventures, yet 
‘© fhall he have our gracious God to be his God: For 
fo hath he faid, and he cannot lyc; / twill be thy God, 
*¢ faith he, and the Ged of thy feed. Yea, if you leave 
* him in the wildernefs, deftitute of all help, being called 
** of God to do his will, either to dye for the contef- 
“ fion of Chrift, or any work of obedience: That God 
‘¢ which heard the cry of the little poor infant of Agar, 
* Sarab’s hand-maiden, and did fuccour it, will do the 
“© like to the child of you or any other fearing him, and 
*¢ putting your truft in him. 

“© And if we lack faith, as we do indeed many timcs, 
* let us call for it, and nal have the increafe ar 
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S of ix, and alfo of any other grace needful for us: 
“ And be merry in God, in whom alfo I am very merry 
S and joyful. O Lord, what great caufe of rejoicing 
«* have we, to think upon that kingdom which he vouch- 
 fafeth for his Chri/’s fake freely to give us, forfaking 
“ ourfelves and following him. Dear wife, this is truly 
®© to follow him, even to take up our crofs and follow 
« him; and then, as we fuffer with him, fo thall we 
** reign with him everlaftingly; fhortly. Amen.” 


To his wife, a little before his burning. 


a GRACE and comfort in Cbriff, Amen. Dear wife, 
be in the mercies of our Chri; and alfo 
““ ye my dear friends. Pray, pray for us every body. 
We thortly to be difpatched hence unto our good 
© Chrift; Amen, Amen. Wife, 1 would you fent me 
“© my fhirt; which you know whereunto it is confecrated. 
“ Let it be fewed down on both fides, and not open. 
“« O my heavenly Father, look upon me in the face of 
«© thy Chrif, or elfe I hall not be able to abide thy coun- 
“© tenance; fuch is my filthinefs. He will do fo, and 
“ therefore I will not be afraid what fin, death, hel! and 
‘© damnation can do againft me. O wife, alwar 
«© member the’ Lord. God blefs you, yea, he will blefs 
“* thee, good wife, and thy poor boy alfo: Only cleave 
* thou unto him, and he will give thee all things. Pray, 
*¢ pray, pray.” 


To Mr. Robert and Mr. Fobn Glover; his Jaft tetter, 
written on the morning, in which he was burnt. 


* (RACE and confolation in our fweet Saviour Chrift. 
«< Oh my dear brethren whom I love in the Lord, 
“* being loved of you alfo in the Lord, be merry and 
* rejoice for me, now ready to go up to that mine in- 
** heritance, which I myfelf indeed am moft unworthy 
of; but my dear Chriff is worthy, who hath purchafed 
‘¢ the fame for me with fo dear a price. Make hafte my 
“* dear brethren to come unto me, that we may be merry, 
** co gaudio qued nemo tollet @ mobis; i. ec. with that joy 
“* which no man fhall take from us. O wretched finner, 
“¢ that I am not thankful unto this my Father, who hath 
«<< vouchfafed me to be a worthy yeflel unto his honour. 
« But, O Lord, now accept my thanks, though they 
** proceed out of a not-enough circumcifed heart. Sa- 
SS lute my good fifters your wives; and good fifters, es 
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the Lord. Sulute all other that Jove us in the truth. 
«© God’s bleffing he with you always, Amen. Even now 
*© towards the offering of a burnt tavrifice, O my Cor gt 
“ help, or elfe 1 perith !” 





————— 


JOHN HOOPER, 


BISHOP or GLOUCESTER, 


native of Somerfetfhire, and received his academical 
cation at Merton-College in Oxford, where he was ent 
in 1514, and placed under the tuition of his uncle JcAn 
Hocper, who was made mafter-fellow of that houfe in 
1513, and was alfo principal of St. Afban's-Avll, in 
1518, Fon Hooper, the nephew, was adinitted bachelor 
of arts, which was the higheft degree be took in this 
univerfity, and about the fame time completed it by de- 
termination, What became of him afterwards is not 
juft!y known: But it is reported, that he was one of the 
number of Ciftercians, commonly called white monks, 
and continued fo for fome years, till he grew weary of .t 
monaitic life, and returned to Oxford, where he w: 
verted by books brought from Germany, and foou becanu: 
a zealous proteftant. 

In 1539, when the flatute of the fix articles was put 
in execution, he teft Oxford, and got into the fervicw of 
Sir Thomas Arundel, a Devonfhire gentleman, to whom he 
became chaplain and tteward of his ft Thi 
min was a Reman catholic knight, a 
to death with the protedtor, duke of Samcrfet, 
of Edward VI. He foon ditcovered t 
proteflant, who thereby loft his protesti 
obliged to fiy into France, where he continued toms tne 
among the r-formed, till his diflike of fume of their pro- 
ceedings made him retarn to Lagiind. Out canal in 
Bis native country. 4, 


Tm great Divine, who was born in 1495, was a 
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of Seintlw, where he became known, and was fought 
after to be apprehended. Upon this, he difguifed himtelf’ 
like a failor, hired a boat, and went to Jvcland, from 
whence he went to Hofland, and fo on to Switzerland, 
Bullinger was then at Zurick, where he fuccceded Zuin- 
glins in the chair. He likewife had been obliged to for- 
dike his country on account of religion, and therefore 
gave a very friendly reception to Hooper, who was re~ 
aarkable for his knowledge in the Greek and Hebrew lan- 
guages, and who, by Bullinger’s advice, married a Bur- 
gundian lady during fris refidence in that country» 

Edward V1. came to the crown, in 1547, and Hooper 
eame to England again, when he fettled in London, where 
he frequently preached to the people on feveral reformed 
doctrinal heads, and particularly againft pluralities. He 
had a great {weetnefs of temper, and was much regarded 
by all the party of the Reformed, who inclined to a parity 
ot church government. He refided fo long in foreign 
parts, under the difcipline of Reformers, who had ab- 
rogated every thing that appeared like the church of Roms 
in their conftitution, that he came home with predilections 
Jefs in favor of the eftablifhment under Cranmer, than 
many other rious men of his time. He abhorred the 
very name and appearance of fuperftition, and confcien- 
tioufly believed, that our Reformation fhould have gone 
many degrees fasther from Rome even in its rites, than iz 
adtually did. | He thought, that to do lefs, was only to 
temporize. ‘The others, that is Cranmer and Ridley, be- 
lieved, that if they could {ecure the main points of doc- 
trine, other things might be borne as pardonable weak~ 
neffes, if not neceifary forms at that time, when they hac 
to do with a great and powerfal oppofition, and 2 ver 
critical life to hope for in the king, with all the profpe 
of 2 popifh facceffor, All of them undoubtedly acted 
from motives of piety ; but fome wifhed to mix greater 
yortions of human pradence with it, than others could 
confider to be either right or religious. Hooper had alt 
the qualifications of a gracious and great divine, and was 
Yoved and revcred even by thofe who differed from him in 
Teffer things. He was confidered as a great acquifition to 
the Reformation. His learning, piety, and chara&ter would 
give Arength and honor to any profefon. He was now ap- 
pointed chaplain to the duke of Somer/et, and, perhaps, was 
more feverely treated on that account, when his great pa- 
tron loft the protectorfhip. In 1549, he became an ac- 
cufer of bifhop Bonner, when he was to be deprived of his 
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Difhoprie, which made him fare the worfe when qu.n 
Maury came to the crown, 

‘Atter Hooper had practifed himfelf in his popular an: 
common kind of preaching, he was called to preach hetorn 
the king, who, in 1550, made him bifhop of Glsucrffer, 
and, about two years after, he had the bifhopric of // c= 
eeficr given him to keep in commendam with the forme. 
‘The carl of Marwick recommended Hooper to this preter- 
ment, 23 a man who had all thofe virtes and qualities 
required bv St. Jina good hifhop, inhis epittle to Zino- 
diy. Hut tome difputes having ariten about the veltments 
or habits proper for the clergy, and Hooper among others 
wishing to proteribe as much as poffible whatever hit 
the appearance of Remifs fuperftition, an unhappy contro~ 
arofe between other good men and himfelf upon the 
ject. It was cutteniary to wear fuch garments and 
apparel as the popith bishops ufed: Firik a chymerc, 
and under thata white rochet; then a nrathematical cap 
with four angles, dividing the whole world into four 
parts. Heoper was a man of learning, and of great 
parts, as well as picty: He thought that all thee were 
mere human inventions, brought into the church by 
cuftom or tradition, and invented chiefly for eclebrat- 
ing the mafs, and consecrated for that ufe, and that they 
were therefore among the cercmonics condemned by the 
apoftle as beggarly eiements. Jn anfiwer to this, it war 
told him by archbifhop Crunmer, and lifhop Ridky, chit 
though tradition in matters of faith was juflly to be re- 
jeGted ; yet in rites and ceremonies which were miiik 
‘cuftom alone was a good argument for the contin: 
that which had been Jong uled. “ rchbifhop therefore 























required Hooper to conform himietf to the law: Lar he 
periifted in refuting a rochet, and Cranmer porfifled in 


retufing to confecrate him without it. The carl of ar. 
ick, who was then prevalent at coust, wrote 2 letter to 
the archbifhop, detiring hin not to infift upon thele cere- 
monies from the bifhop elcct of Gisurefler 3 nor to ¢ charge 
© him with an oath hurthcnfome to his confeience.’ It is 
faid by fome writers, that this was the oath of fopremacy 3 
but others, with more reafon, conceive it the oath of cae 
nonical obedience to the arcli ys which conicquently 
commanded fuch ceremonies as Eocper was willing to de- 
cline; for it is imprebable, thar the hing would ditpente 
with any perfon froin taking the oath of jupramscyy 
wherein his own Giguity was fo newly concerned, i we 
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seict alfo prevailed on the King to write a letter to Cranmer 
in favor of Haoper, wherein his majelty told his grace, 
that * he had chofen Hooper to be bidhop of Glauceffer, as 
* well for his great learning, deep judgement, and long 
© fludy, both in the fcriptures, and other profound learn~ 
* ing; as alfo for his good difcretion, ready utterance, and 
* honeft life for that kind of vocation, From confecrat- 
§ ing of whom, fays the king, we underftand you do fay, 
© becaufe he would have you omit, and let pafs certain 
© rites and ceremonies offenfive to his confcience, whereby 
© ye think, you fhould fall in premunire of laws: We 
‘ have thou: te good to difpenfe, and difcharge you of all 
« manner of dangers, penalties, and forfeitures, you fhowld 
« ron into, and be in any manner of way, by omitting any 
© of the fame.’ This letter was dated the fifth of Auguf? 
1550, and was figned by Semer/et, and five other lords of 
the council : But Cranmer intifted that Hooper fiould con- 
form himfelf in all points, and denied him the liberty of 
the pulpit, while the council confined him to his houfe, 
Cranmer confulzed Bucer and Mariyr upon this occafion, 
who were alfo confulted by Hooper. Hooper continued 
trong in his prepoffeffion; and many arguments were urged 
on both fides, which Jater ages have more amply enlarged 
and explained. Hooper then publifhed a conteffion of his 
faith, in which he complained of the privy council. Up- 
on this he was committed to the cuftody of the archbishop, 
who ufed all his endeavors to bring Hooper off from his 
opinion, but without effeét, His grace then informed the 
council, that his prifoner was not content with his non- 
conformity, but had off+red to prefcribe rules on this head 
to the public; whereupon the council ordered his grace to 
fend him to the Fleet, and he continued there till the 
next vear, 

At Saft the carl of Warwick deferted his chaplain; and 
the affair of Aosfer, which had flept from Auguy! to Afarch 
whilit be remained in the Fleet, was reltumed. He was 
brought before the council, to explain himfelf on the diffi- 
culties which he had darted. The objeétion he made to the 
oath was, the “ fwearing by God, the faints, and the holy 
‘© gofpels,” when none hut ‘God himtelf ought to he ap~ 
pealed to in an cath. Upon this the hing ftruck out thofe 
words with his own hand, and allowed that no creature 
ought to he fworn by. As to the point about the veft- 
ments, it was compromifed on thefe conditions: He 
was to wear the epifcopal habit which was prefcribed, 
“when he was confecrated, and when he preached before 
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the king, or in his cathedral, and in any public place; 
and on other otcafions he was difpenfed with. On thefe 
terms he was confecrated in the ufual form; by which 
he Joi much of the popularity he hed gained by his 
declamation againft the eftabli rites. Both parties 
had violently contended about this matter, which was 
the means of introducing a contention into England, that 
hath been pernicious to the interefts of religion and the 
church, 

Thus Baper was confecrated bithop of Glouceffer, on 
che eighth of March, 1551, and then preached before the 
king, tn his epifcopal habit. When he entered into his 
diocefe, ¢ he Jeft no pains untaken, nor ways unfought, 
* how to train up the flock of Carift in the true word 
* of falvation, continually labouring in the fame.’ He 
preached often, kept hofpitality for the poorer fort 
of people, and was beloved by all. 

Fie fee of Gloucefter was looked upon as a poor pit- 
tance for fo great a divine, and, on the twentieth of May, 
1553 he was declared bifhop of Worce/fer, in the room 
oO "Heath, who was then a prifoner in the Ficet, for ree 
fufing to agree with the book of ordinations. Hooper 
was permitted to hold Worcefter in commendam with 
Gloucefter; for which he was cenfured by the papifts. 
* But Jet fuch know, that the diocefes of Glencefler and 

Worcefter lie contiguous : ‘That many fingle bifhoprics 

in Englond are larger than both, for extent in land, 

and number of parithes: That Dunfan had the bi= 

thopric of Worcefter and London with it at the fame time, 
* being far more remote; That it is not having two bie 
« thoprics together, but the neglecting of one, is the 
* fin whereas Hooper, in hing and vifiting, afforded 
“ double diligence in his double diocefe.’ 

The compliance of Hooper with the eftablithed religion 
‘was, at this time, of great fervice to the public: But 
this plurality conferred upon one prelate, is a proof how 
far the government began to deviate from the ftri& maxim 
it had _Iaid down, of not-fuffering a bifhop to keep even 
a parfonage in commendam. Hooper made a very good 
ufe of his power. He vilited both fees, and did great 
fervices both to the church and fate of England. He 
made to the king a deed of gift of his bifhopric of Gloue 
efter, and of all the lands and annuities he enjoyed by 
the fame. Soon after, that bithopric was diffolved, or 
rather united with the fee of Worcefter, fo that the jurif- 
diction of Gloacefier salen In the a& of bis ation, 
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to Worcefter, he was made bifhop of the fame, during hiv 
natural life, * provided he behavéd fo long well.’ But 
it is probable, the new bifhop enjoyed only 9 fmall part 
of the revenues, confidering the daily growing practice 
of courticrs begging for ecclefiattical revenues. 

When king Edward died, in 1553, religion was fub- 
verted, and this good bifhop was one the firft that 
was fent for by queen Mary to be at London, to anfwer 
Heath the deprived bithop, and Benner bifhop of Lendon, 
for being one of his accufers, .Hecper was feafonably 
advifed to make his efcape: But he was determined te 
bear the ftorm, and faid, * once I fied, and took me to 
** my feet; now I will continue to live and die with my 
“€ thecp”? He was brought upto Lendes by a purfui- 
vant in Auguft, and was opprobrioufly received by 
the bithop of Winchefler; who committed him prifoner 
to the Flect on the firkt of September following. He re~ 
mained there feveral months, during which time he was 
examined many times, and vequired te recant his opi- 
nions : But he ftood conftant and refolute to the articles 
of his faith. Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, and Ferrar, were 
alfo imprifoned. ‘Che archbifhop of York, and the bifhops 
of Briftal, Chefer, and St. David's, were deprived of 
their bithoprics, for having been married. The fees of 
Lincoln, Hereford, and Gloucefter, were declared void, be- 
caufe thofe bifhops had mi wed themfelves. Thus 
were feven bifhops turned out all at once, by. an zutho~ 
rity which the bigotted queen herfelf thought finful and 
fehifmatical ; and their fees were filled with men in whom 
the confided. 

The council proceeded with vigor in matters of herefy, 
and removed Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, to difpute 
with fome members of the convocation at Oxford, whero 
they all fuffered martyrdom. There was a defign of the 
fame mature to be executed at Cambridge, over fome other 
Ddifhops and eminent clergy, who were in the feveral 
ptifons of Newgate, the Fleet, and the King’s-bench: But 
the prifoners fet forth a declaration, figned by Hooper, 
Ferrer, Coverdale bithop of Exeter, and fever divines, 
that they would not difpute unlefs in writing, except it 
were before the queen and her council, or one of the 
houfes of parliament. - To this declaration they added 2 
fummary of their belief; for which, they faid, they were 
ready to offer up their lives to the halter, or the fire, as 
it fhould pleafe God to appoint. This prevented any 
farther public conferences in religion; and it was ere 

mine! 






HOOPER 323 
mined to filence the proteftants more effetually in another 


manner, 

Te would be difagreeable to particularize the numerous 
deprivations, hardfhips, expulfions, and imprifonments, 
which the proteftants, both clergy and laity, women as 
well as men, underwent. The government had the par- 
liament on its fide, and drove on as furioufly as could 
be withed. Nothing was to be heard but declamations, 
from their moft florid preachers, in favor of their reli- 
gion. Nothing was to be feen in the ftreets, but pageants 
expofed by papifts, and pillories occupied by pr: nts : 
‘Yet no pomp could amufe, no feverity could damp the 
{pirit of the people. 

Gardiner chearfully undertook to put the laws in exe- 
cution againft heretics: But as the people could not be 
intimidated by his threats, or worked upon by his pro- 
mifes, the council fent for the moft popular preachers 
that were in cuftody, to begin the feverities upon them, 
according to Gardiner’s plan. It was refolved that Hooper, 
as the moft obnoxious to the government, if not the moft 
popular, thould be the leading facrifice to popery. They 
called him before them on twenty-firft of January, 
1555, and offered him a pardon by the name of ‘John 

looper clerk, not acknowledging him to have been a bi- 
dhop, if he would confefs his herefics, and return to the 
church; which he abfolutely refufed. ‘Three articles 
were then exhibited againft him, for marrying, for allow- 
ing a divorce and fecond marriage in the cafe of forni- 
eation, and for denying the corporal prefence of Chrif? 
in the facrament. Hsoper owned himfelf guilty of the 
accufation; but offered to defend himfelf againft all who 
fhould maintain the contrary. He behaved with all hu- 
mility to the bifhops, who treated him with the utmoft 
infolence, and remanded him back to prifon. 

The two bloody bifhops of London and Winchefler had 
a perfonal hatred to Hooper, who behaved with all the 
eonftancy of a primitive martyr. He had kept up a cor~ 
refpondence with Budlinger, and others of the reformed 
abroad, to whom he fent his wife Ane, and her children, 
who was herfelf a foreigner; and he was at very little 
p2ins to conceal his fentiments, none having been more 
aétive, or more fuccefstul, than he was in the caule of 
Reformation. Bullinger wrote him 2 tong letter from 
Zurick, dated the tenth of Ofober, 1554, wherein he 
defires Hoaper to commend him to the moft reverend 
fathers and holy confeflors of Chrif, Cranmer, Ridley, 
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and Latimer, He exhorts them all to be ftrong in the 
Lord, to fight a good fight, and to be faithful unto the end; 
as Chrift was their captain ; and ai] the prophets, apoftles, 
and martyrs, their fellow foldiers. 

The commiffioners had declared that Heoper ought to 
be deprived of his bifhopric, and he wis brought before 
them again, on the twenty-fecond of anwary, at the 
bithop of Winchefer’s houfe at St. Mary Overy's. He 
was then afked to acknowledge the pope to be head of the 
church; which he denied, as the pope taught a doctrine 
dire€tly contrary to the dodtrine of Chriff: Therefore, 
he would not condefcend to any fuch ufurped jurifdic- 
tion ; neither efteemed he the church, of which they calf 
him head, to be the catholic church of Chrif: “ For 
«© the church only heareth the voice of her fpoufe Chrift, 
“* and fleeth the ftrangers.” He was commanded back 
to ae fleet, and kane before the Epes a in 
on the twenty-e: ith of ‘anuary, ther wit! '» Jor 
Rogers, vice? of St. Sepulchre’s ae eeader of St. Paul's. 
They were both examined, and fent away to be brought 
into court the next morning, to fee if they would relent. 
Eig wae conduéed to the Compter in Southwark, by 
the theriffs of London, and Hooper faid to Rogers, as they 
walked through the ftreet furrounded by the populace: 
«¢ Come, brother Rogers, muft we two take this matter 
« firft in hand, and begin to fry thefe faggots?” Rogers 
anfwered: * Yes, fir, by God's grace.’ ‘* Doubt not, 
© replied Hooper, but God will give grace.” 

‘The next morning they were brought again before the 
commiffioners, who fat in judgement in St. Mary "s 
church. Hoeper would by no means condefcend to the 
commiffioners, who condemned him, to be degraded, and 
ordered him to be carried to the Cling, 2 prifon near the 
bithop of Winchefter’s houfe; from whence he was re~ 
moved to Newgate the fame night. 

The people prayed for him as he was guarded throu 
the. ftreets ; and he was kept clofe prifoner in Newgate ix 
days. During this time be was frequently vifited by 
Bonner and his chaplains, who vainly endeavored to 
make him a convert to their church. They offered him 
wealth and preferment, which he defpifed ; and then they 
fpread a report that he had recanted. This report foon 
came to his eats, at which he was greatly grieved; and, 
‘on the fecond of Frbruary, wrote a fetter to difprove that 
falfe and malicious ftory ; and to affure the world that ha 
‘was mose than ever confirmed in the proteftant faith, 

Saying, 
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faying, “I have taught the truth with my tongue and 
«with my pen heretofore, and hereafter thortly fhall 
“ confirm the fame, by God’s grace, with my blood,” 

The bithop of Lexdes came to Newgate, and degraded 
Hooper, after reading the fentence of his degradation, 
wherein Hooper is called a Prefbyter, under the jurif- 
diGion of the bithop of Winchefter, by whofe definitive 
fentence he was pronounced, ‘an open, obftinate, and 
* incorrigible heretic ;? and, as fuch, was to be de; 
from his order, and for thefe demerits to be delivered to 
the fecular power, ‘In ing this bleffed bith 
© they did not proceed againit him as a bifhop, but only 
* as againft a prieft, as they termed him; for fuch as he 
© was, thefe Balaamites accounted no bifhop.’ 

Rogers was degraded at the fame time, and died 2 
martyr in Smithfeld: But Hooper was impolitically fent 
by the government to die at Gloucefler, that the hearers 
of his doftrine might be the witneiles of his fufferings. 
By the order that was fent to burn him at Gloucgfter, the 
fheriff was dire&ted to call in fome of reputation in the 
county to affift at his execution: And becaufe he was, 
fays the order, ‘a vain-glorious perfon, as all heretics 
* are,’ he was neither fuffered to {peak at large in going 
to his execution, nor at the place, for avoiding further 
infeGion. He was much pleafed at being carried to 
Gloucefter, that he might with his death the truth 
which he bad taught there in his life; not doubting but 
the Lord would give him ftrength to perform the fame to 


his ote 

nthe fifth of February, before daylight, he was 
brought by the theriffs from Newgate, to a place ap- 
pointed near St. Dunffan’s church in Fleet-fresi, where 
he was received by a body of the qucen’s guards, who 
were to carry him to Gloucefter. He eat a hearty break- 
faft, and leapt chearfully on horfeback without help. 
On the feventh he arrived at Gloucefler, where he found 
all the citizens aflembled to fee him, who cried and !a- 
mented for his condition, 

The next morning fome of his friends were permitted 
to fec him, among whom was Sir Antbeny Kingston, who 
found the good Fithop at his prayers, and burft forth 
into tears, as he fpoke in this manner; ‘I underftand 
$ you are come here to die: But, alas! confider that life 
© is fweet, and death is bitter: Therefore, feeing life 
© may be had, defire to live, for life hereafter may do 
© good.’ The bithop anfwered, “ Indeed, I am come 
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“© here to end this life, and to fuffer death, becaufe I: 
* will not gainfay the former truth that I have taught 
“¢ in this diocefe, and elfewhere. Ido not fo much re- 
* gard this death, mor efteem this life; but have fettled 
S* myfelf, through the of God’s Holy Spirit, 
** patiently to pafs through the torments and extremities 
S¢ of the fire now prepared for me, rather than deny the 
truth of his word.” The fame night he was com- 
mitted by the guard to the cuftody of the fheriffs of 
Gloucefter, who, with the mayor and aldermen, attended 
him with great refpe&. He them for their civi- 
lity, and requefted the fheriffs, that ‘there might be 
‘quick fire, fhortly to make anend.” He told them, 
she was not come there as one compelled to die ; for it 
© was well known he might have had his life with 
$¢. worldly gain: But as one willing to offer and give his 
‘© life for the truth; rather than confent to the wicked 
“© papiftical religion of the bithop of Reme, received and 
S* fet forth by the magiftrates in England, to the high 
S* difpleafure and difhonour of God: And he trufted, 
§© by God’s grace, the next day to die a faithful fervant 
*© of God, and truc obedient fubje@ to the queen.” He 
was not carried to the common jail of the city called 
North-gate; but lodged in the houfe of Mr. Robert Ingram, 
where he {pent the night in devotion. 

About eight the next morning, the commiffioners, ap- 
pointed to fee the execution, came to the houfe; and at 
nine the bifhop was brought down from his chamber by 
the fheriffs, and led to fake between them like a 
Jamb going to the flaughter. It was market-day, and 
about Seven thoufand people were affembled on the occa- 
fion, which made him fay, “* Alas! why are thefe people 
** here? Perhaps they think to hear fomething of me 
‘© now, as they have in times paft; but, alas! fpeech is 
‘ prohibited me. Notwithftanding the caufe of my death 
** is well: known unto them, hen: I was appointed 
*¢ here to be their pattor, I preached unto them true and. 
«© fincere dogrine out of the word of God: Beeaule I 
$* will not now account the fame to be herefy and un- 
** truth, this death is prepared for me.” 

He was dreft in a rh of his hoft’s; a hat on his 
head ; and a ‘ftaff in “his hand to fupport him; as the 
fciatica, which he had contraéted in prifon, made him 
halt. The people mourned for him ail the way, and he 
looked very chearfully upon fuch as he knew. He fre- 
quently lifted up his eyes towards heaven as he A mic 
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along; and he was never known, fince his being their 
bifbop, to look with fo lively and ruddy a countenance 
as he did at that time. 

‘When he came to the ftake, which was oppofite the 
college of prictts, where he ufed to preach, he beheld the 
preparation for his death with a compofed and fmiling 
countenance. When the iron work was brought to falten 
him to the flake, he took an iron hoop and put it about 
his waift; and, bidding them take away the reft, he faid, 
s¢ T doubt not but God will give me ftrength to abide 
«© the extremity of the fire without binding.” The 
place was furrounded with fpcétators, and the priefts of 
the college were in the chamber over the college-gate, 
As the bifhop was not permitted to fpcak to the people, 
he knecled down to prayer, and beckoned to Mr. Bridges, 
whom he knew, to hear it, which he did with great at- 
tention, and reported that the prayer was made upon the 
whole creed, wherein the bifhop continued about half an 
hour, and declared his faith in the form of a prayer, 
When he was in the middle of this praycr, a box was 
brought, and laid before him on a fool, with his pardon 
from the queen, if he would recant. When he faw it, 
he cried, “If you love my foul, away with it; if you 
*© love my foul, away with it.” [He was then permitted 
to proceed in prayer, which he concluded in thefe 
words; *¢ Lord, I am hell; but thou art heaven. Thou 
“© art a gracious and merciful Redecmer: Have merey 
* cherefore upon me, a moft miferable and wretched 
‘© offender, after thy great mercy, and accuring to thy 
«« jneftimable goodele ‘Thou art afecnded into hea- 
“© ven; receive me to be a partaker of thy joys there, 
‘where thou fitteft in equal glory with thy Father. 
“© For well thou knoweft wherefore [ am come hither to 
‘ fuffer, and why the wicked do perfecute thy puor 
“ fervant; not for my fins and tranfgrcffions committed 
®¢ apainft thee, but becaufe I will net allow of their 
* wicked doings, to the contaminating of thy blood, and 
“€ the denial of the knowledge of thy truth, in which it 
“© pleafed thee; by thy Holy Spirit, to inftruét me. 
“« ‘With as much dili as fo poor a creature could, 
‘S being thereto called, I have (ct forth thy glory. Thou 
“* well feeft, O Lord my God, what terrible torments 
‘© and cruel pains are prepared for thy poor creature; 
* even fuch, Lord, as, without thy ftrength, no one i 
“* able to bear or patiently to pafs. But that which is 
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s impofible with man, is poffible with thee: There- 
“* fore, ftrengthen me of thy goodnefé, that in the Gre I 
‘¢ break not the rules of patience; or elfe affuage the 
“ terror of the pains, as fall feem fitteft for glory.” 

‘When prayer was done, he prepared himfelf for the 
flake, and was undreft to his fhirt, which he trufled be~ 
tween his legs, where he had a pound of gunpowder in 
a bladder, and under each arm the like quantity delivered 
him the guard. A flood of tears from the 

of the fpe@tators as he was fattened to the flake, 
whence he direéted the execationer where to place 
the fire, which was foon kindled: But the wood burning 
iH, and the wind blowing away the flame that it did not 
rife up and fuffocate him, nor deftroy his vitals, he was 
for a ong time in the utmoft torment. He frequently 
called to the people, for the love of God, to bring hinr 
more fire; which, though it was renewed, was p) 
by the wind from putting him out of his mifery, till he 
had been near three quarters of an hour in burning. 
During this fpace, he frequently faid, “ O Jefus, thou 
‘* fon of David, have mercy on me, and receive my 
“ foull’? The laft words, he was heard to utter, were; 
§ Lord Fefus, receive my fpirit!” The account given 
by Fox of his long excruciating torments is terrible to 
hear, who fays, he patiently bore the extremity of the 
fire, ‘neither moving forwards, backwards, or to an) 
* fide ; but having his nether parts burnt, and his bowels 
fallen out, he died as quietly as a child in his bed: 

And he now reigneth as 2 blefled martyr in the joys of 

heaven, prepared for the faithful in Chri? before the 

foundations of the world: For whofe conftancy all 

Chriftians are bound to praife God.’ 

This learned and pious prelate was thus cruelly mar- 
tyred, like Polycarp, bifhop of Smyrna, to whom he has. 
been juftly compared, on the ninth of February, 1555, 
and ia the fixtieth year of his age. 

Tn one of his letters, whilft he was in prifon, he ufed 
thefe words; ‘<Imprifonment is painful; but liberty 
“ upon evil conditions is worfe, The prifon ftinkss yet 
* not fo much as the fweet houfes, where the fear of 
“© God is wanting. I mutt be alone and folitary: It is 
“ better fo to be, and have God with me, than to be in 
“© company with the wicked. Lofs of goods is great; 
“* but the lofs of grace and God’s favour is greater. 1 
“* cannot tell how to anfwer before great and learned 

“men: 


HOOPER 329 


“ men: Yet it is better to do that, than to ftand naked 
“© before God’s tribunal. I fhall die by the hands of 
* cruel men. He is bleffed, that lofeth his life, and 
“* findeth life eternal. There is neither felicity nor ad~ 
&¢ yerfity in this world, that is great, if it be weighed 
‘© with the joys and pains of the world to come.” Soon 
after he added; ‘* 1 am a precious jewel now, and dain- 
* tily kept, never’ fo daintily before; for neither my 
‘¢ own man, nor any of the fervants of the houfe, niay 
*© come to me, but my keeper only, who is a fimple rude 
fellow: But I am not troubled thereat.” r 
le wrote twenty-four books and treatifes when in 
rifon: Befides he wrote of the Sacraments, the Lord’s 
rayer, and the Ten Commandments, His writings are 
moftly thefe: Anfwer to Gardiner's book, entitled, A 
Detection of the Devil’s Sophiftry: A Declaration of 
Gbrift and his Office: Leffon of the Incarnation of Chrif: 
Sermons on Jonas A godly Confeflion and Proteftation 
of the Chriftian Faith : ‘Homily to be readin the time 
of the Peftilence. All thefe were wrote from 1549, to 
1553: And he afterwards wrote; Epiftola ad Ej fa 0s 
&c. An Exhortation to Patience, fent to his wife: Sca- 
tences wrote in Prifon: Comfortable Expofitions on the 
twenty-third; fixty-fecond, feventy-third, and feventy- 
feventh P/alms: Annotations on the thirteenth Chapter 
to the Romans: Twelve Letures upon the Creed: De- 
claration of the Ten Holy Commandments of Almighty 
God: And he alfo tranflated Tertullian’s fecond book to 
his wife, concaming the choice of a hufband or wife. 
The manner of his death being fo very fevere, very 
uncharitable reflexions were made upon it; as though he, 
who had kindled the fire of diflention about the veft- 
ments, had fuffered thus uncommonly for that reafors 
Ridley and Hooper were not fully reconciled till the reign 
of Mary, when Hooper had the honor to offer the firft 
agteement, which Ridley embraced with a brotherly loves 
and feveral letters pafled between them on that occafion: 
They acknowledged their mutual faults in carrying 
things of fuch indifference to fo great a lengthy 
affured each other of their fincere love and lon. 
Happy would it have been for England, and much to the 
intereft of religion, if the fires which confumed thefe 
pious men had put an end to fuch frivolous and idle 
contefts! And if thofe who have fince engaged in them 
with a furious zeal, would refleé& more on the fenfe whic 
Ua thel 
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thefe good bifhops had of them when they were on the 
verge of another world, than on the heats into which 
they put them, while they were in eafe and fecurity, it is 

rob le they might be perfuaded to 2 little more humi+ 
Rey and moderation, 
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7 F whom the world was not worthy’—is an obfer« 
vation made by the Divine Spirit of God’s people 
neral ; but it is particularly faid of thofe, who have 
had the invincible courage to fuffer for his truth. It is 
eminently applicable to the excellent martyr, fome ac- 
count of whom we are now to fubmit to the Reader. 
Rowland Taylor, do€tor both in ciyit and canon laws, 
‘was a very uncommon man both for grace and gifts: He 
had the piety of Calvin, the intrepidity of Luther, and 
what was orthodox in both, He was reftor of Hadley, 
in Suffolk; which was one of the firft towns in England 
that received the gofpel, by the preaching of Mr. Thomas 
Bilney: * By whofe induftry, fays Mr. Fox, the Eee of. 
© Chrift had fuch gracious fuccefs, and took fuch root 
* there, that a great number in that parifh became ex- 
* ceedingly well learned in the holy fcriptures, as well. 
© women as men:’ So that one might have found amongit 
them many, who had often read the whole bible through, 
and who could have faid great part of St. Pauls epiftles 
by heart ; and very well and readily have given a {cri 
tural and judicious anfwer in any matter of controversy. 
Their chifdren and fervants were alfo brought up with 
fuch-care, and fo diligently inftruéted in’ the right know- 
ledge of God’s word, that thie whole town foemed rather 
an univerfity of the learned, than a town of cloth~ 
making, or laboring, people: And, what is moft to be 
commended, they were, for the moft part, faithful fol- 
lowers of God’s word in holinefs of life and converfationy 
Dr. Taylor was no fooner prefented to this benefice of 
Hadiey, than he went and refided upon it; though he had 
the happinefs of living at Lembeth with archbifhop Cran- 
wer. He not only | abundantly in preaching the 
pure 
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pure doGrines of the golpel of Fefus Chriff; but, as be™ 
comes every true paftor, he was an example to the be- 
dievers, in word, in converfation, in charity, in fpirit, 
in faith, in purity; that in a little time, the people re~ 
forted to him as a father. ‘To the poor, fays Mr. Fox, 
* that were blind, lame, fick, bed-rid, or that had many 
* children, he was indecd a father, a careful patron, and 
-“ diligent provider; and ftirred up fuch parithioners, as 
* had it in their power, to make a general provifion for 
< them ; while he himfelf (befide the continual relief they 
© always found at his houfe) gave moft liberally every 
* year to the common alm’s-box. His wife alfo was an 
* honeft, difcreet, and fober matron; and his children well 
‘ nurtured, and brought up in the fear of God and good 
* learning,’ He was of a meek and humble fpirit, yee 
bold and faithful in reproving fin, even in the greateft ; 
And thus he continued, as a faithful and pherd, 
feeding, governing, and leading his flock through the 
wildernefs of this eyil world, all the days of good king 
Edward, 

When queen Mary afcended the throne, one Fo/fter, a 
Reward and keeper of courts, and Fobn Clerk, of Hadley, 
two papifts, agreed together, by violence, to build up an 
altar in Dr. Taylor's church, and to have mafs faid in it, 
and accordingly engaged Fobn Averth, minifter of Aldam, 
a diffembling papift, to come with all the-popith imple- 
ments and garments, and to be their prieft, having 2 band 
of papifts with drawn fwords to defend them. They 
proceeded to Hadley church in a body, and rang the bell; 
which Dr, Taylor hearing, as he fat at his ftudies, thought 
it was fome parith-bufinefs that required his attendance, 
and therefore went to church; where, to his great fur- 
prize, he faw Averth, in all his popifh veftments, with 
a broad new fhaved crown, ready to begin his popifh 
facrifice ; and furrounded with armed men, left any body 
fhould approach to difturb him; whom he thus addreffed: 

“¢ Thou devil, who made thee fo bold to enter into this 
*¢ church, to prophane.and defile it with this abominable 
*¢ idolatry? I command thee, thou popifh wolf, in the 
“ name of God, to avoid hence, and not to prefume 
6 thus to poifon Chrif’s flock.” Then faid Fofer, 
* Thou traitor, what thou here, to let and difturh 
« the queen’s proceedings?” Doctor Taylor aniwered, 
© T am no traitor, but Yum the fhepherd, that God my 
«* Lord Chriff hath appointed to feed his Sock; there- 
# fore I have very good authority to be here.” Mrs. 
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Tayler, who had followed her hufband into the church, 
kneeled down, and lifting up her hands, cried with a 
loud voice, ‘1 befeech God, the righteous judge, to 
$-avenge this injury, which this popifh idolater doth this 
# day to the blood of Chrif.” They then thruft both the 
D and her out of the church; and, in a day or two 
after, wrote to Gardiner, bifhop of Winchefler and lord 
chancellor, lodging in his court many falfe and heavy 
charges agzinft him. 7 
¢ bifhop no fooner heard of it, than he fent lettera 
miffive to Dr. Taylor, commanding him within a certain 
time to come and appear before him, upon his allegiance, 
to anfwer fuch complaints as were made againit him. 
‘When’ his friends knew this, they earneftly entreated 
him to fly; for there was no reafon to expeét he would 
meet either with juitice or favor, but, on the contrary, 
imprifonment and death. To thefe he anfwered; “F 
$¢ know my caufe to be fo good and righteous, and the 
“© truth fo ftrong on my fide, that I will, by God’s 
*® grace, appear before them, and to their face refift their 
“ Bilte doings; for I belicve I hall never be able to do 
*© God fo good fervice as now; and that I fhall never 
¢* have fo glorious a calling, nor fo much of the mercy 
“€ of God proferred me, as Phave now: Therefore, pray 
*¢ for me; and I doubt not but God will give me 
“¢ ftrength, and his Holy Spirit, that all my adverfaries 
“© fhall be athamed of their doings.” And when they 
further urged, that he had fufficiently done his duty, 
and borne witnefs to the truth, both in his fermons and 
in refifting the popith prieft; that our Saviour Chri fays, 
shen they perfecute you in ane city, flee unto another’, and 
that, in fleeing from the prefent perfecution, he might 
referve himfelf for better times; he replied, *¢ I am old, 
*« and have already lived too long to fee thefe terrible 
“and wicked days. You may aét according to your 
* confciences; but J am refolved not to fly: God hall 
“© hereafter raife up teachers, who fhail teach with more 
$¢ diligence and fruitfuinefs than I have done; for God 
$¢ will not forfake his church, though for a time he trieth 
§© and corregteth us, and that not without juft caufe.” 
Dr. Taylor fet out for London, attended by his own 
fervant, John Hull, who, by the way, labored to perfuade 
his mafter to fly, proffering him his fervice, though at 
the hazard of his life, in the perils and dangers that 
might attend his fight. “Oh Fobn! (anfwered the 
§* good Dodor) thall I give place to this thy cue 
8 ani 
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“ and worldly perfuafion, and leave my flock in this 
«© danger? Remember the good fhepherd Chri/, who not 
S¢ gniy fed his fiock, but alfo died for it: Him I muff, 
* and, by the grace of God, will follow. Therefore, 
“© good Som, pray for me; and if, at any time, thou feeft 
*¢ me weak, comfort me; but difcourage me not in this 
** my geil enterprize and purpofe.” 

Dr. Saylor, upon his arrival at London, waited on the 
bithop, who, according to cuftom, reviled him, calling 
him dnave, traitor, heretic, and much more of the fame 
kind of language, which was ufual with him; all which 
the doétor heard with great patience; and then faid, 
“© My lord, I am neither a traitor nor a heretic, buta 
* true fubje&t, and a faithful Chriftian man; and am 
“ come, according to your command, to know your 
*© lordthip’s pleafure in fending for me.” Then faid the 
bifhop, * Art thou come, thou villain? How dareft thou 
* look me in the face for fhame? Knoweft thou not who 
* I ami’—* Yes, (anfwered the doétor) I know who 
es yy are. You are Dr. Stephen Gardiner, bifhop of 
*© Winchefter, and lord chancellor, and yet but a man, I 
“ trow. But (continued the doctor) if you expect that 
# F dhould be afraid of your lordly looks; why do you 
*¢ not fear God, the Lord of us all? How dare you for 
« thame look any Chriftian man in the face, feeing you 
** have forfaken the truth, denied our Saviour Chri? and 
« his word, and have done contrary to your own oath 
*¢ and writing? With what countenance will you appear 
*6 before the judgement-feat of Chriff, and anfwer to 
** your oath made, firft unto king Henry VIIT. and after- 
* ward unto king Edward his fon?”—‘ Tuth, tufh, 
« (cried the bifhop) that was an Hered’s oath, unlawful; 
“ and therefore worthy to be broken: I have done well 
© in breaking it pean, T thank God, I am come home 
§ again to ous mother, the catholic church of Rome; and 
* fo I would thou fhouldeft do.” 

«* But (faid Dr. Taylor) you will not be difcharged 
“ before Cbriz, who doubilets will require it at your 
‘¢ hands, as a lawful oath made to our liege and fove- 
*€ reign lord the king, from whofe obedience the pope 
*€ nor any other man can abfolve you.”—* I fee, (faid 
* the bifhop) thou art an arrogant knave, and a very 
§ fool.’— My lord, (faid the dodtor) leave your un- 
“ feemly railing at me; it is unbecoming a man in 
$¢ authority as you are. I am 2 Chriftian man; and 
you know, that be that faith to bis brother, Racha, is in 
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“© danger of the council; and he that faith, Thou fol is in 
%¢ danger of bell-fire.""—* Ye are falfe, (faid the bifhop) 
* and liars all the fort of * Nay, my lord, we 
“are true men, (replied Yaylr) and know that it is 
¢ written, The mouth that lieth, flayeth the foul And 
“ again, how Lord God foalt ‘ay all that fpeak lies. 
‘© And therefore we abide by the truth of God's word, 
*€ which you, cont to confciences, deny and 
oe forfe ke. trary to your is deny 
* Thou art 4 married man,’ faid the bifhop, “ Yes, 
© my lord, (faid the door) 1 thank God I am, and 
* have had nine children, all in lawful matrimony; 
“< and bleffed be God who has ordained matrimony, and 
* commanded that every man, that had not the gift of 
“ continency, fhould marry a wife of his own, and not, 
«« live in adultery or whoredom.”—‘ But thou haft re~ 
« fifted the queen's proceedings, in not fuffering the 
* minifter of Aldam to fay mafs in Hadley.’—** My lord, 
‘© am the minifter of Hadley: And it is againft all 
$* right, confcience, and law, that any man fhould come 
“< into my charge, and prefume to infeét the flock, com- 
S mitted to my care, with the venom of the popifh 
*© jdolatrous mafs.” ‘With that, the bifhop grew very 
angry, and faid, * Thou art a blafphemous heretic in- 
* deed, that blafphemeft the bleffed facrament, [and put 
* off his cap] and fpeakeft againft the holy mafs, which 
* is made a facrifice for the quick and the dead.’—~°* Nay, 
‘ (fays Taylor) 1 blafpheme not the blefled facrament, 
§¢ which Grif inftituted ; but I reverence it as a Chrif- 
*¢ tian ought to do, and confefs, that Chrift ordained 
¢ the holy communion in remembrance of his death and 
‘© paffion; which, when we keep according to his ordi+ 
© nance, we, through faith, eat the body of Chri, and 
¢¢ drink his blood, giving thanks for our redemption. 
¢ ‘That facrifice, culation, and atonement, which Chrif 
*¢ made and offered in his own perfon once for all, was 
*¢ full, perfeét, and fufficient for all them that believe in 
him; fo that no prieft can offer him again; nor need 
‘© we any more propitiatory facrifice: Therefore I fay, 
© with Cinyfeftem, and all the doétors, * Our facrifice is 
* only memorative, in the remembrance of Cbri/f’s death 
€ and pasion, a facrifice of thankfgiving ;’ and therefore 
© the fathers called it excharifia: And any other facrifica 
*© the church knows nothing of.”"—‘ True, (faid the 
© bifhop) the facrament is called sucharifia, a thank{- 
* giving, becaufe we there give thanks for our redemp~ 
@ tions 
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* tion; but it is alfo a facrifice propitiatory for the quick 
© and dead, which thou fhalt confefs e’er thou and I 
© have-done.’—Then the bithop called his men, and faid, 
* Haye this fellow hence, and carry him to the King’s 
© Bench, and ch: the keeper that he be clofe confined.’ 
Upon which Dr. Tayler kneeled down, and holding up 
both his hands, faid, “‘ Good Lord, I thank thee; and 
** from the tyranny of the bifhop of Rome, and all his 
© deteftable errors, idolatries, and abominations, good 
© Lord deliver us ;”—and added, ** God be praifed for 
« good king Edward !” 

r. Taylor, being fent to prifon, was confined almoft 
two years; during which time he was frequently ex- 
amined refpeGting his faith, and as often witneffed a good 
confeffion before his adverfaries. But, as his examinas 
tions are fubftantially the fame, we will lay before the 
Reader the following letter, written by the doétor to a 
friend, in which he gives an account of his examination 
‘on the twenty-fecond of Fanuary, before the chancellor 
and other commiffioners. 


Ai letter of Dr. Taylor, containing a converfation between 
him and the lord chancellor and other commiffioners, the 
awenty-fecond of January. : 

WHEREAS you would have me to write the 

ee talk between the king and qucen’s moft ho+ 

“© nourable council and me on Tuefduy the twenty-fecond 

“of January, fo far as I remember: Firft, my lord 

4 chancellor faid, ‘ You among others are at this prefent 

* time fent for, to enjoy the king and qucen’s majeftics 

© favour and mercy, if you will now rife agaia with us 

“ from the fall which we generally have received in this 

* realm, from the which (God be praifed) we are now 

* clearly delivered, miraculoufly. If you will not rife 

* with us now, and receive mercy now offered, you thalt 

« have judgement according to your demerit.’ To this I 

*© anfwered, that fo to rife, fhould -be the greatcft falk 

© that ever I could receive: For I thould fo fall from 

‘© my dear Saviour Chrif to antichrift, For I do believe, 

‘© that the religion fet forth in king Edward's days, was 

“ according to the vein of the holy fcripture, which 

“© containeth fully all the rules of or Chriftian religion, 

*© from the which I do not intend to decline fo long as f 

* live, by Gad’s grace. 
s¢ Then mafter fecretary Bourn faid, ¢ Which of the 

* religions mean ye of in king Edward's days? For ye 

“2 * know 
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* know there were diverfe books of religion fet forth id 
“bis days. There was 2 religion fet forth in a cates 
*. chifm’ by my lord of Canterbury. Do you mean that 
© you will ftick to that ?” 

‘I anfwered, my lord of Canterbury made 2 catechifm 
*.to be tranilated into Englif, which book was not of 
« his own making: Yet he fet it forth in his own name; 
“© and truly that book for the time did much good. But 
« there was, after that, fet forth by the moft innocent king 
“© Edward (for whom God be praifed everlaftingly) the 
« whole church-fervice, with great deliberation, and the 
“¢ advice of the beft learned men in the realm, and 
“ authorifed by the whole parliament, and received and 
‘© publithed gladly by the whole realm: Which book was 
“© never reformed but once, and yet by that one refor- 
© mation it was fo fully perfected, according to the rules 
«© of our Chriftian religion in every behalf, that no 
“* Chriftian confcience could be offended with any thing 
4# therein contained ; I mean of that book reformed. 

“© Then my lord chancellor faid, ¢ Didft thou never 
« read the book that I fet forth of the facrament ?” 

“J anfwered, that I had read It. 

« Then he faid, ‘ How likeft thou that book #? With 
“¢ that one of the council (whofe name I know not) faid, 
« My lord; that is a good queftion: For I am fure, that 
* book ftoppeth all their mouths.’ Then faid I, M 
“ Jord, I think many things be far wide from the tru 
“* of God’s word in that book, 

* Then my lord faid, * Thou att 2 very varlet.’” To 
“© that I anfwered, That is as ill as racha or feel. 
‘© Then my lord faidy; ‘ Thou art an ignorant beetle~ 
© brow.’ 


“ To that I anfwered, I have read over and over 
i. again the bey {griptures, and 5. Augufiine’s works 
“ through, 5. Cyprian, Eufebiur, Origen, Gregory Nazi~ 
“ anaene, with divers other books through once; there~ 
“© fore, I thank God, I am not utterly ignorant. Befides 
“© thefe, my lord, I profeffed the civil laws, as your lord~ 
* fhip did, and I have read over the canon law alfo. 

. Then my lord faid, * With a corrupt judgement 
“ thou readeft all things: Touching my profeffion, it is 
€ divinity, in which T have written Tivers Pooks.” Then 
© faid ‘A My lord, ye did write one book, De «rd obe~ 
‘¢ diemtid; I would you had been conftant in that: For 
indeed you never did declare a good conicience that I 
«* heard of, but in that one book. , 
« Then 
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« Then my lord faid, ¢ tut, tut, tut, I wrote again 
© Bucer in priefts marriages: But fach books pleafe not 
* fuch wretches as thou art, which baft been married 
« many years.’ 

« To that I anfwered, I am mastied indeed, and I 
‘© have had nine children in holy matrimony, J thank 
“ God: And this I am fure of, that your proceedings 
«© now at this prefent in this realm againit priefts mar- 
“© riages, is the maintenance of the doctrine of devils, 
“ againft natural law, civil law, canon law, general 
« councils, canons of the apaftles, antient doctors, snd 
“© God’s laws. 

“ Then {pake my lord of Durham, faying, * you have 
* profeffed the civil law, as you fay. The you know 
“ that Fufinian writeth, that priefts fhould at their tak- 
* ing of orders fwear, that they were never marricd; and 
“ he bringeth in to prove that, Casones Apofalorum,’ 

6 To that I anfwered, that I did not remember any 
« fuch law of Fufiinian, But I am fure, that Fufinion 
“ writeth in Titulo de indiéta viduitate, in cod. that if 
*€ one would bequeath to his wife in his teftament a 
*« legacy, under a condition that fhe fhould never marry 
“< again, and take an oath of her for accomplifhing the 
* fame, yet fhe may marry again if he die, notwithftand- 
ing the aforefaid conditions, and oath taken and made 
 againft marriage: And an oath is another manner of 
‘© obligation made to God, than is a papiftical vow made 
“ to man, 

** Moreover, in the pandeéts it is contained, that if a 
«* man doth manumit his handmaid, under a condition 
«© that the fhall never marry; yet fhe may marry, and her 
‘© patron fhall lofe ‘Fus patronatus, for his adding of the 
*¢ unnatural and unlawful condition againft matrimony. 

*¢ Then my lord chancellor faid, * thou fayeft that 
* priefts may be married by God’s law. How proveft 
© thou that 7” . 

« Tanfwered, by the plain words and fentences -of St. 
“© Paul, both to Timothy, and to Titus, where he {peaks 
© moft evidently of the marriage of priefts, deacons and 
“ bithops. And Chryfofom, writing upon the epiftle to 
“© Timothy, faith, it isan herefy to fay that a bifhop may 
*© not be married. 

«© Then faid my lord chancellor, * thou lyeft.of Chry- 
* fofem. But thou dof, 2s all thy companions do, bely 
‘ever without fhame both the fcriptures and the doftors. 
* Didft thou not allo fay, oe by the capon law er 
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* may be married? which is moft untrue, and the cone 
* trary is moft true.” : . 
© Lanfwered, we read in the decrees, that the four 
€ general councils, Nicene, Conflantinopolitan, Ephefne, 
e Evalcedone, have thé fame authority that the four evan- 
«© pelifts have. And we read in the fame decrees (which 
«© jg one of the chief books of the canon law) that the 
bid cone of ies by the means of ie Ly arse ae 
*© allow priefts and bifhops marriages : Therefore, by t! 
‘© beft part of the canon law, pricfts may be married. 

*¢ Then my lord chancellor faid, ‘ thou falfifiet the 
© general council; for there is exprefs mention in the 
‘ fa decree, that priefts fhould be divorced from their 
* wives, which be married.’ 

_ & Then faid I, if thofe words be there, as you fay, 
‘# then am I content to lofe this great head of minc. 
«* Let the book be fetched. 

$¢ Then fpake my lord of Durham, ‘ though they be 
© not there, yet they may be in Beslefiafica Hiftria, 
< which Eujebius wrote, out of which book the decree 
© was taken.’ 

“« To that faid I, it is not like that the pope would 

leave out any fuch fentence, having fuch authority, 
“© and making fo much for his purpofe. 

© Then my lord chancellor faid, ¢ Gratian was but a 
§ patcher, and thou art glad to fnatch up fuch a patch 
“as maketh for thy purpofe.’” 

‘¢ T anfwered, my lord, I cannot but marvel that you 
“© do call one of the chief papifts that ever was, but a 
«© patcher, 

“¢ Then my lord chancellor faid, * nay, I call thee a 
¢ fatcher and patcher. To make an end, wilt thou not 
* return again with us to the catholick church?’ And 
with that he rof¢, : 

“© And IT faid, by God’s grace E will never depart 
“© from Chrif's church. ‘Then I required ‘that I might 
“© have fome of my friends to come to me in prifon: 
$¢ And my lord chancellor faid, thou fhalt have judge~ 
** ment within this week; and fo was I delivered again 
unto my keeper. My lord of Durham would that I 
s¢ fhould. believe as my father and my mother did. 1 
*¢ alledged St. Auguffine, that we ought to prefer God’s 
“ a Lert all meh.” 4 

in the lait day of Fanuery, Dr. Tayler was examined, 
for the lait pin her Cane bithops of Winchefter, London, 
Norwith, Salifoury, and Dsrkam, who charged him: with 
’ soe crely 
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herefy and fchifm; requiring at the fame time a determi- 
nate anfwer, whether he would. fubmit himfelf to the 
Roman bifhop, and abjure his errors; or elfe they would 

roceed according to their laws [ex po/f facto, made fince 

is confinement] to his condemnation. Dr. Tayler an- 
fwered, with a great deal of courage and ftedfaftnefs, that 
‘he would not depart from the truth which he had preached 
in king Edward's days, neither would he fubmit, himfelf 
to the Romifp antichrift; but thanked God, who had fo 
honored him, as to call him to fuffer for his word and 
truth’s fake. When the bifhops faw him fo bold, conftant 
and immoveable, they read the fentence of death upon 
him; which when he had heard, he faid, with a remark- 
able degree of fortitude, ‘* I doubt not, but that God, the 
“ rightcous judge, will require my blood at your hands, 
“¢ and that the proudeft of you at fhall repent this re- 
“* ceiving again of antichriff, and the tyranny you now 
“© thew againft the flock of Chrift.” 

He was remanded to prifon; and the keeper was charged 

to confine him clofer than ever. In his way back, the 
people crouded to fee him; to whom he faid, * God be 
S¢ praifed, good people, I_am come away from them 
© undefiled, and will, by God’s grace, contirm the truth 
© with my blood.” 
"After he had been condemned about a week, Bonner, 
bithop of Lendon, went to the prifon to perform upon him 
the ceremony of degradation ; and becaufe the Dr. re- 
fufed to put on the popith veftments, the bifhop ordered 
thofe, who accompanied him, to put them on him by 
force; which done, he fet his hands on his fides, and 
walking up and down the room faid, ‘¢ How fay you, 
* my lord; am I not a lly fool? How fay you, my 
*¢ mafters; if I were in Cheapfide, fhould I not have boys 
“* enow to laugh at thefe apifh toys, and toying trum- 
«© pery?”? Upon which the bithop fell to fcraping his 
fingers, and thumbs, and the crown of his head; and 
turfed him again and again. ‘* Though you curfe me 
«© (faid the do€tor) God doth blefs me. I have the wit- 
“ nefs of my confcience, that ye have done me wrong 
“« and violence: Neverthelefs, 1 pray God, if it be his 
‘© will, to forgive you. But from the tyranny of the 
* bithop of Rome, and his deteftable enormities, good 
«© Lord deliver us.” ; 

After his degradation he was fent to the King’s Bench, 
‘where he foon experienced (what at that time was remark- 
able) the difference between the keepers of the bifhop’s 
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prifons, and thoft of the king’s; the former were wicked 
asid cruel, like their lefs mafters; but the Jatrer 
‘were humane, and generally thewed all the favor in their 
power. Therefore Dr. Taylor obtained leave, through 
the courtefy of his new Keeper, to have his wife, his fon 
Zheesas, and his fervant Join Hall, to fup with him the 
tvening before he fuffered. They came to him before 
Tupper-time, when he prayed with them, beginning with 
the litany. After fupper, walking up and down the room, 
he od thanks for his grace, and for his effectual 
ealling, and that he had given him Strength to abide by 
his holy word: And then turning to his fon Thomas, he 
ne My bat fons {id be) almighty God ble thee, and 
a6 fon, (fai almi, lefs thee, an 
“ give thee his Bed Spirit, to reli fervant of Chri/t, 
** to Jearn his word, and conftantly to ftand by his truth 
&% ail thy life long. And, my fon, fee that thou fear 
“© God always. Flee from all fin and wicked living: Be 
“* virtuous, ferve God with daily prayer, and apply thy 
™ book. fa any wile fee that thou be obedient to thy 
“© mother; love her and ferve her: Be ruled by ber now 
* in thy youth, and follow her counfel imal] things. 
“ Beware of lewd company, of rane men that fear not 
“ God, but follow their lewd lufts and vain appetites. 
@ Fly from whoredom, and hate all fthy living, remem- 
“ bering, that I thy father do dic inthe defence of holy 
*¢ marriage. Another day, when God fhall blefs thee; 
“ tove and cherifh the poor people, and count that thy 
*¢ chief riches is, to be rich in alms: And when thy 
“* mother is waxed old, forfake her not ; but provide for 
“+ her to thy por and fee that fle lack nothing: For 
“ fo will ref blefs thee, and give thee tong life upon 
“* earth and profperity : ‘Which 1 pray Ged to. grant 
© thee,” 

Then turning to his wife, ‘* my dear wife, (faid he) 
“ continue ftedfaft in the fear and tove of God; keep 
“« yourfelf undefiled from their popifh idolatries and fu~ 
“© perftitions, J have bees unto you a faithful Yoke- 
“© fellow, and fo have you been unto me; for the which 
wey bray God to reward you; and doubt not,, dear wife, 
“ ‘od will reward it. 

‘* Now the time is come that I thal be taken fronv 
“ you, and you difcharged of the wedfock-Bond towards 
“ me; therefore I will give you my counfel what I think 
* moft expedient for you.. You are yet a child-bearing 
“© wonian,, and it will be malt convenient for 
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“4 you to marry. For doubtiefs yeu fhall never be ata 
* convenient ftay for and our poor children, nor 
$< out of trouble till you be married; therefore, as foon 
© as God will provide it with fome honeft faith- 
¢ ful man that feareth God. Doubt you net, God will 
“© provide an honeft hufband for you, and he will bea 
** merciful father to you and to my children: Whom 1 
“* pray you Ae bring up in the fear of God, and in Iearn+ 
* ing, to uttermoft of power, and them 
« fron this Remifh idolatry kop ‘ 

Having thus finithed his lait, parting advice, with the 
utmoft tendernefs and affection; they prayed ther, 
embraced, and wept over cach other, in a very affecting 
manner. He then Bre his wife a book of Common Prayer 
publithed by king Edward, which he had taken with him 
to prifon and occafionally ufed: And to his fon Thomas 
he gave a Latin book of remarkable fayings of the antient 
martyrs, gathered out of ecclefiaftical authors; and in 
the end of it wrote his laft will: Amd fo they took their 
leave of him. 

‘The next morning, at two o’clock, came the fheriff 
and his officers, and led the doctor away to the fign of 
the Woolpack, without Aldgate. His wife, fufpecting that 
in the night they would take him away fomewhere or 
other, had watched ail night in St. Botolph’s church-porch 
befide Aldgate, with two children; one called Elizabeth, 
thirteen years of age, an orphan that they had beeen 
wp as their own from three years old; the other a 
their own daughter, When the sheriff with his prifoner 
ame oppofite the church, Elizabeth cried, * O my dear. 
* father; mother, mother, here is my dear father led away.” 
Then cried Mrs. Taylor, ‘ Rowland, Rowland, where art 
© thou? {for it was very dark, being in the month of 
February} Dr. Taylor anfwered, “ Dear wife, I am here;”” 
and ftood, The theriff’s men were for making. him go 
on; but the theriff faid, ¢ flay a little, and let ims teak 
* to his wife.” He then took up his little daughter Afary 
ia his arms, and kneeled down with his wife and Eliza» 
beth, and_prayed, faping the Lord’s Prayer, &c. which 
was fo affecting a fceme, that the theriff and his officers 
mete they ro the do@or Kiffed bi 

en rofe up from » is 
wife, Sad ho her by the hand, fa ing, “* farewel, my 
* dear wife, be of d comfort; for on gue my 
** confcience. will raife up. a father for-my chil- 
“ dren.” He then killed bis daughter Mery, and figs 
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© God blefs thee and make thee his fervant:” And kifss 
ing Elizabeth, he faid, “« God blefs thee. I pray you all 
¢< ftand flrong and ftedfait unto Chri? and his word, and 
$* keep you from idolatry.” Then faid his wife, * God 
© be with thee, dear Rowland; I will, with God’s help, 
© meet thee at Hadley.’ But the following them to the 
ina, and the fheriff, feeing her there, ordered her to be 
taken away and confined, till he returned from the exe- 
eution: So that the faw not her fuffering hufband, nor 
he her, any more in this vale of tears. 

The doctor was put into a chamber, with a guard of 
four men, where he gave himfelf wholly to prayer, till 
eleven o’clock, when they put him on horfeback in the 
inn yard, and then opened the gates and Jed him forth. 
At the gates ftood waiting his trufty fervant Fehx Hull, 
with his fon Thomas; whom, when the doétor faw, he 
faid, ‘* come hither, my fon Thomas;” and fetting the 
child before him on his horfe, and taking off his hat, he 
faid to the numerous fpeétators, “* Good people, this is 
“* my own fon, be ear my body in lawful matri- 
“< mony; and God be bleffed for lawful matrimony.” 
He then lifted up his eyes to heaven and prayed for his 
fon, and blefled him, and delivered him to Fobn Hull, 
swhom he took by thc hand and faid, ‘ Farewel Joba 
“ Hull, the faithfulleft fervant that ever man had.”” 

At Burntwoed, by the way, they ftopped and had a clofe 
hood made for him, with holes for his eyes and one for 
his mouth. This was done to him and many others, 
becaufe it was underftood that the mecknefs, patience and 
fortitude, which appeared in their countenances, tended 
very much to ftrengthen the proteftants in the ‘faith of 
God’s word, and to increafe their abhorrence of the cru- 
elties of popery. 

Notwithftanding this kind of treatment, the doctor was 
exceeding chearful on the road; more like one going to a 
marriage-fupper, than one going to be burnt alive. He 
exhorted the fheriff and his men to repent and forfake 
their wicked courfes of Jife in fo earneft and pathetic a 
manner, that they frequently wept. In the evening they 
avere met by. the theriff of Supalt, at Chelmsford; where 
they all fupped together. After fupper, the theriff of 
Effex, fappoing he could perfuade Dr. Taylor by fair 
swords to abjure, thus addrefled him. 

- © Good mafter do@or, we are right forry for you, con- 
£ fidering what the lofs is of fuck a peron as you are, 
* and might be, if you would. God hath given you great 
2 © learning 
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* learning and wifdom, wherefore you have been in great 
© favour and reputation in times paft with the council, 
and people of the higheft rank, im this realm. Befides 
thisy- you are a man of goodly perfonage, in your beft 
ftrength, and by nature like to live many years; and 
without doubt, you would, in time to come, be in as 
reputation as ever you was, or rather better. For 
you are well-beloved of all men, as well for your vir- 
tues as for your learning; and methinks it were great 
pity you fhould caft away yourfelf willingly, and fo 
come to fuch a painful and fhameful death. You would 
do much better to revoke your opinions, and return to 
the catholic univerfal church of Rome, acknowledge thé 
pope to be head of the church, and reconcile yourfelf 
tohim. You may do well yet, if you will: Nor need 
bas doubt, but you will find favour at the queen’s 
ands ; and I and all thefe your friends will be fuitors 
for your pardon. This counfcl I give you good matter 
door, of a good heart, and a good will towards yous 
and thereupon I drink to you.’—* Upon that condition 
(fia the others) we will all drink to you.” 

hen it came to the dodtor’s turn to drink, he took 
the cup, and, after paufing a little, he faid, “ Mafter 
“« fheriff, and my matters all, 1 heartily thank you for 
*€ your good will; I have hearkened to your words, and 
6 marked well your counfels. And to be plain with you, 
*¢ I do perceive, that I have been deceived myfelf, and 
“« am like to deceive a great many at Hadley of their ex~ 
“© pectation.” The fheriff, hoping thefe words referred 
to a recantation, faid, ¢ God’s blefling be on your heart, 
* that is the moft comfortable word we have heard you 
* {peak yet—but pray explain yourfelf.’. The doctor did 
fo, by faying, “* I am a man of a very great carcafe, 
*¢ which, I hoped, would have been buried in Hadley 
“© church-yard ; but 1 fee, I am deceived: And there is 
“© a great number of worms there, which fhould have 

le had jolly feeding upon this carrion. But now both I 
** and they fhall be deceived of our expectation; for this 
$$ carcafe fhall be burnt to afhes.” The sheriff was afto- 
nifhed at fuch an inftance of fortitude in the approach of 
fo fhocking a death. 

The theriff of Suffolk topped two days at Lenbam, and 
was met by the magiftrates and principal gentlemen of 
the county, who all labored to bring Dr. Yaylor over to 
the Romi religion; promifing him great promotion, even 
a bifhopric, if he would accept of it: But he had nat fa 
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learned Civif. Within two miles of Hadicy, he defired 
te alight, and being accordingly permitted, he fetched a 
leap of two, as men do in dancing; which was dbferved 
by the fheriff, who faid, * Well, mafter doGtor, how de 
you do now?’ ‘* Very well, never better”’—and added, 
«God be praifed, I am now almoft at home, and have 
6¢ not more than two ftiles to go over, before I am at my 

«* father’s honfe.” Being told he thoald go throug! 

Hadley, ba faid, « O Lord, 1 thank thee, I fhall 
« yet once, c’er I die, fee my flock, whom, thou Lord 
« Lnoweit, I have moft heastily loved, and truly taught. 
«* Good Lord, blefs them, and keep them ftedfaft in thy 
“ word and truth !” 

‘The ftreets of Hadley were lined with men and women, 
both of the town and from the country round about, 
weeping, and lamenting their lofs, and praying to God 
to ftrengthen and comfort him in the trying hour; to 
whom he frequently faid, as he rode along; “ I have 
«© preached to you Goa’s word and truth, and am come 
& this day to fal it with my blood.” Paffing the alms- 
houfes, where he was well-known, he diftributed what 
Tittle money he had left, taking his leave of them, with 
his prayers to God for them. 

hen he was come to Aldbam-common, the place where 
he was to fuffer, he faid, ‘* thanked be God, 1 am even 
«© at home;” and alighting from his horfe, with both 
hands rent the hood from his head; when it appeared that 
he, who, with the utmoft propriety, is called BLoopy 
Bonner, when he degraded Dr. Taylor, had with feminine 
envy endeavored to disfigure him by clipping off in places 
his fine hair, and by tying other parts of it into knots; 
which notwithftanding when the people faw again his 
venerable countenance with his long white beard, they 
bdurft out into tears and prayers, that God, for Chrif’s 
fake, would ftrengthen, help, and comforthim. ‘He then 
attempted to {peak to the people, butas foon as he opened 
his mouth, immediately one or other thruft a tip! into 
it: He atked leave of the fheriff, but he denied him; 
bidding him remember his promife. ‘* Well, {aid the 
s* dogtor, promife mult be kept®.” He then put off his 
cloaths to his fhirt, and gave theni away; and with 2 
oud voice cried ont, “ people, I have taught you 
* nothing but God’s holy word, and thofe Jeffons that I 


© The fe was fuppofed to be jiven in confequence of a threat 
‘wo cut out dis tongoe, if) @ attempted to Speak. ae: 
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«© have taken out of God’s bleffed book, the holy bible.” 
‘With that, Holmes, onc of the guard, who had behaved 
the moft cruelly to the doétor al] the way down, gave 
him a fevere blow on the head with a waters {or blud- 
geon], and faid, ‘Is this the keeping thy promile, thou 
© heretic 2” 

He then faw, that they would not allow him to [peak ; 
sind therefore he Kacsled down and priyed. Rifing from 
prayer, he went to the ftake and kiffed it, and ftood in 
a pitch-barrel, fet for that purpofe, with his back upright 
againft the flake, with his hands clafped together, and 
his eyes lifted up to heaven; and fo continued praying. 
One of the men, employed to make the fire, threw a fag= 
got at him, which fo wounded him that the blood ran 
down his face: To whom the dottor faid, “ Friend, I 
«* have harm enough: What need of that?” Another, 
hearing him fay the Pfalm Afiferere, in Englifh, ftruck 
him on the mouth; faying, ‘ Knave, {peak Latin, or I 
* will make thee,’ The fre being kindled, he continued 
in the fame pofture, without moving at all, praying unto 
God, and faying, ** Merciful Father of heaven, for Fe/us 
*« Chrift my Saviour’s fake, receive my foul into thy 
*¢ hands!” At laft, one with a halbert ftruck out his 
brains, and his body fell into the fire. Thus did this 
gracious man render his foul into the hands of his mer~ 
ciful God and Saviour, whom he moft dearly loved, faith- 
fully and zealoufly preached, obediently followed in his 
life, and conftantly glorified in his death. 


The laft will and teftament of doctor Rowland Taylor, 
parfon of Hadley. 


se J Say to my wife, and to my children; the Lord gave 
ss ou unto me, and the Lord hath taken me from you, 
and you from me: Bleffed be the name of the Jord. 
I believe that they are bleffed which die in the Lord. 
God careth for {parrows, and for the hairs of our heads, 
T have ever found him more faithful and favourable, 
than is any father or hufband, Truft pid therefore in 
‘© him by the means of our dear Saviour Chri/?’s merits : 
S© Believe, love, fear, and obey him: Pray to him, for he 
<* hath promifed to help. Count me not dead, for I thal 
* certainly live, and never dic. Igo before, and you 
‘€ fhall follow after, to our long home. I g to the reft 
S* of my children, Sufan, George, Ellen, Robert and Za- 
&* chary: Y have bequeathed you to the only Omnipo- 
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« I fay to my dear friends of Hadley, and to all others 
“ which have heard me preach; that I depart hence with 
“a quiet confcience, as touching my doétrine, for’ the 
“¢ which I pray you thank God with me. For’I have, 
“© after my Tele talent, declared to others thofe leffons 
that I gathered out of God’s book, the bleffed bible. 
© Therefore if I or an angel from heaven fhould preach 
“* to you any other gofpel than that ye have received, 
“ Gor's great curfe upon that preacher. 

© Beware for God”: {uke that ye deny not God, neither 
*¢ decline from the word of faith, left God decline from 
«© you, and fo ye do everlaftingly perith. For God’s fake 
‘6 Leware of popcry, for though it appear to have in it 
“© unity, yet the fame is vanity and antichriftianity, and 
notin Chrif’s faith and verity. 

<< Beware of the fin againit the Holy Ghoft, now after 
*© fuch a light opencd fo plainly and fimply, truly, tho- 
*¢ roughly and generally to all England. 

*¢ The Lord grant all men his good and holy Spirit, 
*© increafe of his wifdom, contemning the wicked world, 
“© hearty defire to be with God and the heavenly company, 
“© through Fefus Chriff, our only mediator, advocate, 
*¢ rightcoufneis, life, fanétification, and hope: Amen, 
«© Amen, Pray, pray.” 


ROBERT FERRAR, 
BISHOP or Sr. DAVID’. 


E cannot omit, in thefe memoirs of illuftrious 

champions for the truth, fome account of this 
reat and good man; though hiltory furnifhes us with 
Bue little more'of him, than the circumftances which oc- 
cafioned, or immediately preceded, his death. 

Mr. Ferrar received his education at Oxford, and was 
acanon regular of St. Adary's, in that univerfity. He 
alfo proceeded to the degree of batchelor in divinity. 

It appears, that the great duke of Semerfét, lord pro~ 
te€tor in the reign of Edward the fixth, and friend to the 
Reformation, was the patron of Mr. Ferrar, and thought 
him a proper inftrurgcat to 2fift ia carrying on that im- 

portant 
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portant work. Accordingly, he procured for him the 
bithopric of St. David's, in Wales; to which he was 
confecrated on the ninth of Sept-wber, 15473; where his 
zeal. foon procured him many enemies among the papitts 
and their adherents. And his patron foon after falling 
by the defigns of an oppofite party, thefe peop!: gave him 
a great deal of trouble, and artfully and villsinoufly (bv 
means of two ungrateful officers of his own {ec} procured 
an attachment againft him, by which, fome time before 
the king’s death, he was committcd to prifon under 2 
debt, pretended to be due from his bifhopric to the 
crow! 

Tt may eafily be fuppofed, nat fech a man could not 
expect a releae in fucb2 reign, as immediately followed. 
On the contrary, inftead of the pretence of a prmnnirey 
with which he had been before charged by thcte, who 
wifhed to difplace him from his bifhopric; he was now 
attacked upon the {core of herefy by others, who hunted 
for his life. 

On the fourth of February, 1555, he was brought, in 
the company of bifhop Hooper, Mr. Bradford, Mr. Rogers, 
Mr. Saunders, and others, before that zealous perfecutor, 
Gardiner, bifhop of Winchefter and lord chancellor; who, 
according to his cuftom, treated him and them with great 
afperity and very ill manners. He frequently taunted at 
this venerable man, though of his own rank and order in 
the church, and defcended to fuch grofs vulgarities, as 
to call him by the names of —froward-fellow—falfe-knave 
—froward-knave, &c.—terms, more fcandalous to thofe 
who ufe them, than to thofe, to whom they are given, 
He alfo threatened to make foort work with bim; and, in 
this cafe, he was as good as his word; for the fuffering 
bithop was burried away to death, with very little for 
inality or examination. ; 

Under the liberty, both civil and religious, which we 
now enjoy; it may feem furprizing, that men were fuf- 
fered to be condemned fo arbitrarily and unformally, as 
we find them, in particular, throughout the fhort and 
Dloody reign of queen Mary. But religious bigotry fwal- 
lowed up all other confiderations; and the powers of the 
crown were not fo bounded and curtailed, as they have 
been in fucceeding reigns. The general liberties of the 
fubjeét were far lefs underftood than they are at prefent; 
and the fhackles of ecclefiaftical tyranny were not tho- 
foughly broken, The abufe of power led (as it always 
Jeads) to the due examination oi its feundation ; And men 
E Yy2 never 
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never fuffer extremities, but they fet their wits, at leait, 
to work for the difcovery of fome relief. Thus, the fe- 
vere perfecution by the papifts tended much more to the 
deftruction of popery, than to the demolition of the pro- 
teftant dogtrine. Where bratal force is thought neceffary, 
there muft be 2 very low apptchenfion of the exiftence 
and power of truth. ' 

To complcte their enormous proceedings, Gardiner and 
his colleagues fent this worthy bifhop down to his diocefe, 
in order to be condemned—and can it be read without 
furprize ?—by his fuccefor, whofe intersf it was to con- 
demn him, This new bifhop’s name was Morgan; and 
be feconded his friend’s ideas of making fort work with 
Ferrar, by all the diligence in his power. He condemned 
him, after two or three fhort examinations (for the fake 
of a plaufible pretence) upon the articles—** of allowin, 
“¢ the marriage of priefts—of denying ChrifPs corpora 
“€ prefence in the facrament—of affirming, that the mafs 
* is not a facrifice propitiatory for the quick and dead—~ 
** of declaring, that the hoft ought not to be elevated or 
* adorcd—and, of afferting, that man is juftified by faith: 
™ alone”; all which Morgan pronounced to be damnable 
errors, herefies, and falfe opinions. He next degraded 
him from his ecclefiaftical fun@ions, and then delivered 
him to the fecular power, the fcandalous tool of their’ 
abominable malice and perfecution. 

The feculer power, ready to follow the fpiritual direc~ 
tion of the popifh authority, foon brought this martyr’ 
fcrth, 28 alamb to the flaughter. He was burned, onthe 
fouth-fide of the market-crofs at Carmarthen, on Saturday. 
the thirtieth of March, in.the year 1555. 

A little before this good bifhop fuffered, a Mr. Richard’ 
Jones, a young  entienan of family in the country, la- 
mented to him the {everity and painfulnefs of the kind of 
death, which he was to undergo.. The bithop, with all 
the firmnefs which was celebrated in the primitive martyrs 
of the church, immediately anfwered in thefe words; ‘ If. 
“© you-fee me once to-ftir, while I fuffer the pains of burn- 
“¢ ing; then give no credit to the truth of chofe dodtrines,. 
for which f die"—Undoubtedly, itwas by the grace 
and fupport of God, he was enabled to make good this- 
affertion; * for (fays Mr. Fex) fo patiently he ftood, that 
© he never moved; but even.as he ftood holding up his 
* ftumps, fo ftill he continued, till one Richard Gravell, 
* with a ftaff, dafied him upon the head,. and fo ftruck 
«him down,’ 

Bithop 
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Bithop Ferrar was one of the committee (according to 
bitho Burnet) nominated to compile the Englif liturgy®. 
He alfo figned the brief confeffion of faith, in conjundlion 
‘with other proteftant bifhops martyrs imprifoned in 
London; which is compofed in the following words: 

« Firft, We confefs and believe ali the canonical books 
of the Old Teftament, and all the books of the New 
Teftament, to be the very true word of God, and to 
be written by the infpiration of the Holy Ghoft, and 
are therefore to be heard accordingly, as the judge in 
all controverfies and matters of religion. 

* Secondly, We confefs and believe, that the catholie 
church, which is the fpoufe of Chrif?, as a moft obedient 
and loving wife, doth embrace and follow the doétrine 
of thefe books in all matters of religion, and therefore 
is fhe to be heard accordingly : So that thofe who wil 
not hear this church, thus following and obeying the 
word of her hufband,. we account as baretica and Shite 
matics, according to this faying, Jf be will not hear the 
church, let bim be unto thea as a heathen. 

* Thirdly, We believe and confefs all the articles of 
faith and dodtrine fet forth in the fymbol of the spofles, 
which we commonly cal) the creed, and in the fymbols 
of the council of Nice, kept A.D. 432; of Confentinapley 
A.D. 384; of Ephefus, kept A. i 432; of Chatcedon, 
kept A.D. 454; of Toletum, the firft and fourth, Alfo 
in the fymbols of Athanafius, Irenaeus, Tertullian, and of 
* Damafus, which was about the year of our Lord 376.. 
* We confefs and believe (we fay) the doftrine of the 


© Probably the corredtion of the liturgy in the time of Heary the 
Righth, about the’ year 1540, For ax to the compofition of a mew 
Vivurgy, in 1547, in the firit year of Edward the Sixth, the committee 
appointed were; x. Thomas Cranmer, archbithop: of Caxterbary 
2. Thomas Goodrich, bithop of Ely; 4.-Hemry Halbech, dithop of Lin 
gules 4 George Dayy bitop of Chichter 5 5. Yobu Stip, bithop of 
Hergerds, &- Toomer Thirly, bithop ot Wekeinfer 7~ Mi 
Ridigy, bithop of Rochefler; 8. Dr. May, dean of &t. Paul's; 
9. Dr. Jobe Tayler, dean of Liscolay 10. Dr. Simen Haynes, dean of 
Exeter 11. Dr. Jobs Redatayue, walter of Trinity College, Cambridge ; 
va. Dr. Richard Cox, dean of Chrifichurch, Oxon; 14. Mr. Thomas 
Robertfim, urchdeacon of Leicefer. This liturgy was revifed in the 
fir year of Q. Elizabeth, by 1. Dr. Matthew Parker, afterwards. 
archbithop of Clunterbury ; 2. Dr. Richard Cox, afterwards bithop of 
Ely; 4. Dr. May; 4.Dr- Billy 5. James Pilkington, afterwards bilhop: 
of Durbam; 6- Sir Thomas Smith; 7. Mr. David Whitehead, %. Mre 
Edmund Grindall, afterwards bithop < endén and ori archbithop 7 
Canterbury 9. Dr. Edwvin Sandys, bithop of Worcefler; x0. and the 
(aryl LatuSod Guagf therwanded talnor, Ber Woceps lution 
ef the Common Prayer, p. 25. 4th edit. 
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$ fymbols, generally, and particularly; fo. that whofoever 
© doth otherwife, we hold the fame to err from the truth. 
. © Fourthly, We believe and confefs, concerning jufti- 
. © fication, that 23 it cometh only from God’s mercy 
© through Chrif, fo it is perceived and had of none, who 
* be of years of difcretion, otherwife than by faith only : 
mG Which faith is not an opinion, but certain perfuafion 
* wrought by the Holy Ghoit in the mind and heart of 
* man; where through, as the mind is illuminated, fo the 
* heart is fuppled to fubmit itfelf to the will of God un- 
* feignedly ; and fo fheweth forth an inherent righteoul- 
* nefs, which is to be difcerned in the article of juftifi- 
* cation from the righteoufne(s which God endueth us 
‘ withal in juftifying us; although infeparably they go 
‘ together. And this we do, not for curiofity, or con- 
© tention fake, but for confcience fake, that it might be 
. quiets which it can never be, if we confound, without 
* diftinction, forgivenefs of fin and Chrif's juftice im= 
© puted to us, with regeneration and inherent righteouf- 
“ nefs. By this, we difallow the papiftical doctrine of 
© free-will, of works of fupererogation, of merits, of the 
* neceffity of auricular ci ion, and fatisfaction to 
* God-ward. 

‘ Fifthly, We confefs and believe, concerning the 
§ exterior fervice of God, that it ought to be according 
“ to the word of God. And therefore in the congrega- 
* tion all things public ought to be done in fuch tongue 
* as may be moft to edify: And not in Latin, where the 
© people underftand not the fame. 

® Sixthly, We confefs and believe, that God only, 
€ through efis Chrift, is to be prayed unto and called 
‘upon. And therefore we difallow invocation or prayer 
* to faints departed this life. 

* Seventhly, We confefs and believe, that as a man 
© departeth this life, fo fhall he be judged in the laft day 
* generally, and in the mean fcafon is entered, either intu 
© the ftate of the bleffed for ever, or damned for ever: 
© And therefore is either paft all help, or clfe needeth no 
* help of any in this life. By reafon whereof we affirm 
* purgatory, maffes of Scale Ceii, trentals, and fuch fuf- 
“ frages, as the popifh church doth obtrude as necefiary, 
* to be the doftrine of antichrift. 

* Eighthly, We confefs and belicve the fzcraments of 
$ Chriff which be Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper, that 
* they ought to be miniftered according to the inftitution 
© of ‘Chri? concerning the fubfantial parts of eas 
. © An 
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* And that they be no longer facraments than they be 
“had in ufe, and ufed to end for which they were 
inflituted. 
* And here we plainly confefs, that the mutilation of 
the Lord’s Supper, the fubtraétion of one kind from the 
lay People, is antichriftian. And fo is the dodtrine of 
tranfubftantiation of the facramental bread and wine 
after the words of confecration, as they be called. Item, 
the adoration of the facrament with the honour due unto 
God, the refervation and carrying about of the fame. 
Item, the mafs to be a propitiatory facrifice for the quick 
and dead, or a work that pleafeth God. All thefe we 
confefs and believe to be antichrift’s doGtrine: As is 
the inhibition of marriage, as unlawful, to any ftate. 
© And we doubt not, by God's grace, but we thall be 
able to prove all our confeffion here, to be moft true by 
the verity of God’s word, and confent of the catholic 
church; which followeth, and hath followed the go- 
vernance of God’s Spirit, and the judgement of his 
word. And this through the Lord’s help we will do, . 
either in difputation by word before the queen’s high- 
nefs and her council, either before the parliament 
houfes (of whom we doubt not to be indifferently 
heard), either with our pens, whenfoever we fhall be 
thereto, by them that have authority, required and 
commanded. i : 
© In the mean feafon, as obedient fubjects, we fhall 
béhave ourfelves toward all that be in authority, and 
not ceafe to pray to God for them; that he would go- 
vern them all, generally and particularly, with the 
fpirit of wifdom and grace. And fo we heartily defirc, 
and humbly pray all men to do, in no point confenting 
to any rebellion or fedition againft our fovercign lady 
the queen’s highnefs: But, where they cannot obey, 
but they muft difobey God, there to fabmit themfelves 
with all patience and humility, to fuffer as the will and 
pleafure of the higher powers thall adjudge. The Lord 
of mercy endue us all with the fpirit of his truth, and 
grace of, perfeverance therein unto the end. Amen.’ 

his remarkable confeffion, was dated the eighth day of 
May, in the year 1554, and fubfcribed b 

Roszrt Ferran, late bifhop of St. David's. 

Rownanp Taytor, Joux Parzror, 

Jous Braprorp, Laurence SAUNDERS, 

re Hooper, late bifhop of Worccfler and Gloucefter. 

EpwaRD Cromeg, Joun Roczrs, 

Epmunp Lawrence. And J. P.—J. M. 
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To which was annexed the following declaration : 


* To thefe things abovefaid, do I, Miles Coverdale, 
* late bithop of Exeter, confentand agree with thefe mine 
* affliied brethrea, being prifoners. Mine om roa 
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IVINE grace works in the fouls of the faithful, 
and icularly of faithful minifters, a great va~ 
of gifts and qualifications, fuited to the work and 
bufinefs in the world, which they are appointed to fulfil. 
Though, perhaps, it gives no new facylty to the animal 
nature; yet it certainly correéts and improves whatever 
is bad in it, according to the meafure of the heavenly gift. 
And if it does not abfolutely deftroy perverfe difpofitions 
and wrong habits, it keeps them down and will not fuf- 
fer them to triumph and prevail. Some have boldnefs 
of natural fpirit, as Luther had, which will appear even 
in the life of grace, and carry the man the more ftrenu- 
oufly onward in what he conceives tobe hisduty. Others 
have a foftnefs and mecknefs of heart, which feem more 
calculated to conciliate friends and build up profeffors in 
the faith, than to war againft the powers of darknefs or 
attack the ftrong holds of error, Both have their ufe, 
under the divine 3 and God makes ufe of both to 
accomplith his defigns of falvation towards his people. 
Of this laft charadter was the fubjed of the prefent 
memoir. For the kindnefs and benevolence of his fpirit, 
and for the circumfpe@ purity of his life, he obtained the 
name of Holy Fobn Bra His worft enemies could 
object nothing to his life and converfation; and they were 
obliged to give almoft as poor an account of their fury 
againit him, as the Fews had given before againft his Sa- 
viour, That they bad a law, and by their law ke ought to die. 
They had indeed a power; but as to law, or the right ufe 
of that power, in flaying men like Bradford; we muift 
cogine ordinances very differen t from the word and will 
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Fobn Eresford was horn at Manchefler, in Lancapbire, 

is parents brought him up in learning from his infancy, 
and when he had attained to good knowledge in the Latin 
tongue, being apt and ready at his pen, he became fit for 
fuch bufinefs as might procure him an hioneft livelihood. 
He foon afterwards was employed by Sir Yobn Harring- 
ton, knight, who was treafurer to the king’s camps and 
buildings, in the reigns of king Henry VIE and Edward 
VI. Sir zim had fuch early proofs of the dexterity and 
faithfulnefs of Bradford, both at home ard abroad, that 
he trufted him with the t of the moft weighty 
affairs, and owned they were better done than he could 
have tranfacted them himfelf. 

Mr. Bradford continued in this fituation for feveral 
years, in which he profpered, and gave fuch general fa~ 
tisfaction, that he was in the way to get an eftate eafily 
and honeftly: But God fet his heart upon the things of 
another world; and he had no fooner tafted that the Lord 
‘was gracious, than he was for publithing the gofpel-fal~ 
vation to all people.- And therefore after he had given a 
juft and clear account to his mafter of all he was intrufted 
‘with, he forfook all worldly affairs and the fair profpect 
of getting riches, and went from the Zempie, in London, 
{hee he had begun the ftudy of the law) to the univer~ 

ity of Cambridge, to meditate upon the word of God, and 
to ftudy divinity; where he made fuch an uncommon 

rogrefs in learning, and fo pleafed all by his godly and 
Piamelefs converfation, that in lefs than a year the uni- 
verfity thought proper to confer the degree of mafter of 
arts upon him. 

Immediately after, the mafter and fellows of Pembroke- 
ball chofe him to a fellowfhip in their college: And, that 
great and good man Martin Bucer {0 highly valued him, 

at he ufed many perfuafions with him to preach; but 
Mr. Brae for fome time declined it, faying, that he 
had not learning enough. To which Bucer replied, * If 
«you have not fine manchet-bread, yet give the poor 
* people barley-bread, or fuch as thou haft.” And while 
Mr. Bradford was thus perfuaded to enter into the mi- 
niftry, Dr. Ridley, bithop of London, made him a prebend 
of St. Pau?s. He continued three years preaching ina 
moft pathetic and godly manner, in reproving fin fharply, 
yet fweetly pfcaching Chriff crucified, and defending the 
truth again{t errors and herefies. And even after queen 
Mary came to the crown, he ftill went on preaching as 
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before, till thofe in power unjuitly perfecuted him, and 
fent him prifoner to the tower of London. 

On Sunday, the thirteenth of 4uguf, in the firk year 
of queen Mary’s reign, Dr. Boxrze, then bithop of Bath 
and Wells, made a fermon at Pau?'s-crefr, in which he 
railed againft pious king Edeward, then deceafed, and fo 
reviled the Reformation and Reformers, that the common, 
people began to lofe their patience, and from a great mur~ 
muring there arofe a grater uproar among the multitude, 
in fo much that the lord mayor and all his officers could. 
not filence the tumult, which was fo enraged, that one of 
the people threw a dagger at the preacher’s head, which 
narrowly miffed him; and, we are told, that the mob 
would certainly have torn him in pieces, had not this 
Mr. Bradford, who then fat behind him, ftood up at the 
intreaty of Dr. Bourae himfelf, to appcafe the 
people: And the people heard him gladly, while Bourne 
was glad co fic down, and hide his to fave his life. 
Mr. Bradford preached fo long upon peace and quietnefs, 
that the multitude became quiet; and when the fermon 
was ended, they went peaceably away. Yet, notwith- 
Standing the mob was greatly difperfed, Dr. Bourne was 
ftill afraid to thew his head, till Mr. Bradford, and Mr. 
Rogers, vicar of St. Sepalchre’s, undertook to conduct 
him, at the hazard of their own lives, to the grammar- 
{chool, which was hard by; which they did by. fcreening, 
him with their gowns. For which charity they were 
foon afterwards rewarded by popifh gratitude, with fire 
and faggot. 

Among the company at St. Paul's-crofs at that time, 
there was one who faid thefe words; ‘Ah, Bradford, 
* Bradford, thou faveft him that will burn thee; I give 
« thee his life: If it were not for thee, I would, I affure 
© thee, have run him through with my fword.’ The 
fame day in the afternoon, Mr. Bradferd preached at 
Bow-church in Cheapfide, and fharply reproved the people 
for thei feditious behaviour. 

Yet, notwithftanding this benevolent condud, about 
three days after, he was fent to the tower of Lendon, 
where the queen then refided, and was ordered to appear 
‘before the council. He was charged with fedition at 
PauP s-crof, though he had been the means of favin: 
Bourne, and alfo for preaching. He was firft committed 
to the Tower as aforefaid, was afterwards harraffed 
about almoft two years, from prifon to prifon, at the 
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flames deprived him of his body, and difmiffed his fout 
to heaven. . 

Mr. Bradford was {ent from the Tower to the King’s- 
Bench in Southwerk: And after his condemnation he was 
fent to the Poxltry-Compter in London: And while he re- 
mained in each of thefe two laft places he preached twice 
aday, unfefs prevented by ficknefs. In the fame places, 
he would often: celebrate the Lord’s Suppers and the 
keepers were fo kind as to permit many people to come 
both to the fermon and the facrament ; fo that his chamber 
was on thefe occafions commonly filled with ferioys 
Chriftians. Preaching, reading, and praying, was the 
chief bufine{s of his whole life. He fa not cat more 
than one meal a-day, and that 2 {paring one, and his 
continual ftudy was upon his knees. In the midft of his 
dinner he was wont to meditate with his hat over his 

s, from whence would often fhed abundance of tears. 

ery gentle he was both to man and child, and in fo 
god credit with his keeper, that he had liberty to go 
abroad any evening without any guard, on his promife 
thac he would return again the fame night; which he 
always pundtually did, and rather before than after the 
hour appointed. ; 

He was of perfon fomewhat tall and flender, {pare of 
body, of a faint fanguine color, with a dark-browa 
beard. He would feldom fleep above four hours in the 
night. He would never watte his time in any fort of 
gaming, but his chief recreation was in Chriftian con- 
yerfation with his family ; wherein he ufually fpent fome 
time after dinner at his table; and then to prayer and his 
‘book again. He accounted that time loft which was not 
{pent in doing good, either with his pen, ftudy, or in 
exhorting of others, &c. He was no niggard of his purfe, 
but ‘would liberally communicate a part of what he had 
to his fellow-prifoners. And commonly once a week he 
vifited the thieves, pick-pockets, and fuch others as were 
with him in prifon; to whom he would give pious ex- 
hortations, and afterwards diftribute money among them 
for their fubfiftence. 

While he was in the King’s-Bench, and Mr. Laurence 
Saunders in the Marpbalfea, both prifoners, and afterwards 
martyrs; on the back-itde of thefe two prifons they mct 
many times, and conferred together as often as they 
would: And Mr. Bradford was {fo trufted by his keeper, 
and had fuch liberty in be back-fide of the prifon, that 
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any day he might eafily have efcaped if he would; but 
the Lord had another work for him to do. 

One of his old friends once came to him in prifon, 
and faid, ‘ Suppofe I fhould make interceffion for you, 
© and get you out of prifon, what would you do, or whi- 
* ther would you go?? To which he anfwered, as 
though he did not care whether he had his liberty or 
no: But being further preffed to know what he would 
do, if fuch a thing fhould be brought about; he then 
faid that he would marry, and far abide in England, 
teaching the people fecretly, till the Lord’s providence 
fhould b order it, that he fhould do it in a more public 
Manner. 

He was fo well refpeéted by all good men, that many, 
who knew no more of him than the report only, much 
Jamented his death: Yea, and great numbers of the 

apifts themfelves alfo heartily withed, that he might 
Eire been fpared. Bifhop Ridley {poke of him in thefe 
terms; ‘In my confcience, fays he, I judge Mr. Brad 
¢ ford more worthy to be a bifhop, than many of us, wha 
‘are bifhops already, to be parith-priefts."—-This cha- 
xadter was given of him by Rédlcy in the days of king Eds 
ward, upon recommending him to preferment, 

‘The Lord was pleafed fo to blefs his company to 
others, that there were but few to be found in the prifons 
where he had been, who had not received fome advantage 
from his pious converfation: A fingular and eminent 
inftance of which here follows, Bifhop Ferrar being 
prifoner in the King’s-Bench, was prevailed upon by the 
papifts to receive the facrament in one kind. But, by 
the providence of God, Mr. Bradford was brought to the 
fame prifon the very day before he was to have done it ; 
and he was made inftrumental in faving the good bifhop 
from fuch a bafe and unworthy. action. 

The night before he was removed to Newgate, he was 
fomewhat difturbed in his fleep, by dreaming, that the 
chain for his burning was brought to the Compter-gates 
that the next day he muft go to Newgate; and, that the 
day after he was to be burnt in Smithfield: Which came 
to pafs accordingly, 

One afternoon, as he and his bedfellow were walking 
together in the kecper’s chamber, the keeper’s wife came 
up in much gricf, and faid, ‘Oh Mr. Bradford, I come 
§ to bring you heavy news!* ‘* What is that?” faid he; 
* Indeed, quoth fhe, to-morrow you are to be burned, 
* Your chain is now preparing: And you muft prefently 
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s go to Newgate.’ On this Mr. Bradford put off his cap, 
and lifting up his eyes to heaven, faid, * I thank God 
for it; I have k -for this a long time, and there- 
** fore it cometh not unexpedtedly, but as a thing waited 
*© for daily and hourly; the Lord make me worthy of 
«ic! And, after thanking her for her good-will, he 
repaired to his chamber, prayed in fecret for a Jon; 
time; which when he had done, he came to his friend 
and took feveral writings and papers, and tald him what 
he would have to be done with them; and having thus 
Settled his affairs in the afternoon, at night half-a-dozen 
of his friends came to fee him; with Sica he fpent all 
the evening in prayer, and devout exercifes. 

A little re Re went out of the Compter, he prayed 
very affeGtionately, which produced 2 number of tears, 
and greatly affected the hearts of the hearers. And when 
he ftripped himfelf to his fhirt, in which he was to fuffer, 
he made another excellent prayer upon the wedding-gar- 
ment. When he went out of the chamber, he prayed 
agains and gave money to eyery fervant and officer in 
the houfe ; exhorting them all to ferve and fear the Lord. 
And the prifoners, to all of whom he bad been profitable 
in one fhape or other, were in tears on their parting with 

im. 

About eleven or twelve o'clock in the night, when they 
thought no body would be ftirring, the officers carried 
him to Newgate; but, contrary to their expectations, the 
ftreets between the Compter and Newgate were crouded 
with people, who waited to fee him, and bid him farewel 
with prayers and many tears; and he took his leave of 
them in the fame affeGtionate manner, praying that the 
Lord would blefs them and keep them in his truth. 

‘Whether it was a command from the queen and ker 
council, or from Bonner and his adherents, or whether it 
was devifed by the lord mayor, aldermen, and fheriffs of 
London, or not; there was a ftrong rumour al} over the 
city the night before, that Mr. Bradford was to be burnt 
the next morning at four o’clock in Smithfield. There 
were different opinions about this report: Some thought 
that it was for fear of a tumult; others conjectured, that 
the papifts were afraid that his behaviour would fo work 
‘upon the minds of the people, as to do their caufe much 
damage. However the true caufe of this contrivance 
never came to light. 

At four o’clock in the morning pogee was full of 
People, though Mr, Bradford was not brought seer 
2 efore 
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before nine. Going through Newgate, he efpied an old 
friend, to whom he called, and gave his his velvet-cap, 
an handkerchief, &c. And when he departed, one Mr. 
Reger Befwick, brother-in-law to Mr. Bradford, came up 
and thook him by the hand; for which Mr. Weodrooffe 
the fheriff, like 2 rough rude man, broke:Mr. Befwick’s 
head, fo that the blood fiew about; and as they could 
not change many words together, Mr. Bradford took his 
leave of him, defiring to be recommended to his mother 
and his friends, and advifed him to go diredtly to a 


le was taken into Smithfield with 2 ftrong guard of 
armed men, When he came to the place, where he was 
to fuffer, he fell on his face and prayed. After which he 
took a faggot and kiffed it, and the flake likewife. Then 
having put off his clothes, he ftood by the flake, and 
lifting up his eyes and hands towards heaven, faid; “ O 
“ England, England, repent of thy fins, repent of thy 
fins, beware of idolatry: Beware of antichrifts; take 
‘© heed they do not deceive thee!” Then he turned his 
face to Job Ecaf, 2 young man about twenty years old, 
who fuftered with him, faid; “ Be of comfort, 
“ brother, for we fhall fup with the Lord this night.” 
He then embraced the reeds, and faid, ** Strait is the 
«* gate, and narrow is the way, that leadeth to life eter- 
“© nal; and few there be that find it.” After which he 
was faftened to the ftake and burnt, on the firft of Fuly, 
in the year of our Lord 1555. He ended his life like a 
lamb, without the leaft alteration of countenance, and in 
the prime of his days. 

‘We thall now give fome farther account of the troubles 
and examination of this worthy martyr, Mr. John Brad- 
ford, which began on the twenty-fecond of ,Fanuary, 
1555, when he was commanded to appear before Stephen 

jardiner, bithop of Winchefter, and other commiffioners 
appointed by the queen for that purpofe, 
en he came into the prefence of the council, the 
ford chancellor told him, ‘ that he had been a long time 
in prifon for his feditious behaviour at PauPs-crofs, and 
for his falfe preaching and arrogancy, in taking upon 
him to preach without authority. But the time -of 
mercy is come, if you will accept it on the queen's 
terms. If you will do-as we have done, you thall find 
© as we have found, I warrant you.’ 

After reverent and lowly obedience firfk made, Mr, 

Bradford thus anfwered. “ My lord, and lords a a 
e  confefa 
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« confefs that I have been long imprifoned, and, with 
« humble reverence be it fpoken, unjuftly; in fo much 
‘© that I did nothing feditioufly, falfely, or arrogantly, 
“ by word or faé&, by preaching or otherwife; but 
‘© rather fought truth, peace, godly quietnefs, as 
«¢ an obedient faithful fubje&t, both in faving the life 
** of him who is now bifhop of Bath, namely Dr. Bourne, 
s¢ who was thei preacher at the crofs, and in preaching 
© for quietnefs accordingly.” 

At thefe words the lord chancellor, the famous Gar~ 
diner, bifhop of Winchefer, gave him the lyc; ‘ for, faid 
* he, the fact was feditious, 23 my lord of Lond2n can beay 
© witnels.’ 

Bonner, * You fay true, my Jord, I faw him with my 
© own eyes, when he took upon him to rule and head the 
© people impudently, thereby declaring that he was the 
* author of the fedition.’ 

Bradford. “ My lords, notwithftanding my lord bi- 
«© fhop’s fceing and faying; yet the truth £ have told, as 
‘© one day the Lord God Almighty thall reveal to all the 
% world, when we fhall all d before him. In the 
*€ mean feafon, becaufe I cannot be' believed by you, L 
*¢ muft and am ready to fuffer as now your fayings be, 
© whatfoever God fhall permit or licenfe you to do 
“« to me,” 

Lord Chancellor. «1 know thou hat a glorious tongue, 

and goodly thews thou makeft; but all is lies thou 

{peakeft. “And again, I have not forgot how ftubborn 

thou waft, when thou waft before us in the Tower, 

whereupon thou waft committed to prifon concerning 
religion: I have not forgotten thy behaviour and talk, 
for which caufe thou haft been kept in prifon, as one 
© who would have done more hurt than I will {peak on.” 

Bradford. “ My lord, as 1 faid, I fay again; that I 
‘© ftand, as before you, fo before God, and onc day we 
© fhall all ftand before him: The truth then wil! be 
*© the truth, though we will not fo take it. Yea, my 
© lord, I dare fay that my lord of Bath, Dr. Bourne, 
will witnefs with me, that I fought his fafeguard with 
§© the peril of mine own life: I thank God therefore.” 

Bonner, ‘ That is not true: For I myfelf did fee thee 
* take upon thee too much.” 

Bradford, “ No, I took nothing upon me undefired, 
© and that of Dr, Bourne himfelf; as, if he were prefent, 
‘© T dare fay he would affirm. [However Bourne had the 
ingratitude to keep out of the way.] For he defired 
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*© me to help him, to pacify the people, and alfo not td 
* leave him till he was in afety And as for my beha- 
‘© viour in the Tower, and talk before your honours; if I 
‘€ did or faid any thing that did not befeem me, if your 
“© lordthip would tell me wherein it was, I would fhortly 
“* make you an anfwer.” 

, Lord Chancellor, * Well, to leave this matter: How 
« fayeft thou now? wilt thou return again, and do as we 
* have done, and thou fhalt receive the queen’s mercy 
© and pardon ?? 

Bradford, * My lord, I defire mercy with God’s 
“ mercy; but mercy, with God’s wrath, God keep me 
“ from: Although, I thank God therefore, my con- 
*€ fcience doth not accufe me, that I did fpeak any thing 
«© that I fhould not receive the qiteen’s mercy or pardon, 
“© For all that ever I did or fpake, was both agreeable to 
*¢ God’s laws, and the laws of the realm at prefent, and 
© did make much to quietnefs.”” 

Lord Chanceller. «Well, if thou make this babbling, 
rolling thy eloquent tongue, and yet being altogether 
¢ lgporane and vain-glorious, and wilt not receive mercy 
‘ red to thee; know for truth, that the queen is 
* minded to make 2 purgation of all fuch as thou art.’ 

Bradford. * The Lord, before whom I ftand, as well 
** as before you, knowcth what vain-glory I have fought, 
“* and feek in this behalf: His mercy I defire, and alfo 
*© would be glad of the qucen’s favour, to live as a fub- 
& ject without a clog of confcience. But otherwife, the 
‘© ‘Lord’s mercy is better to me than life; and I know to 
“whom I have committed my life, even into his hands 
«« who will keep it, fo that no man may take it away 
‘© before it be his pleafure. There are twelve hours in 

the day, and as long as they laft no man fhall have 
“© power thereon. Therefore, his good-will be done; life 
“ in his difpleafure is worfe than death ; and death, with 
‘© his true favour, is true life.” 

Lord Chancellor. *1 know well enough, that we fhall 
© have ploticus talk enough with thee: Be fure, qhat as 
‘ thou haft deceived the people with falfe and devilifh 
 doétrine, fo fhalt thou receive.? 

Bradford. ‘1 have not deceived the people, nor taught 
“© any other doétrine, than by God’s grace I am, and 
“© hope fhall be, ready to confirm with my life. And 
“* as for the devilifhnefs and falfenefs of the doctrine, I 
S¢ thould be very forry if you could prove it.” 

Durham, 
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Durham, < Why, tell me; what fay you by the mini(- 
« tration of the communion, as now you know it isi? 

Bradford. ‘* My lord, bere I muft defire of your lord- 
‘© fhip and ali your honours a queftion, before I dare make 
«© you an anfwer to any interrogatory or queftion, wheres 
«© with you now begin. I have been fix times fworny 
“© that I thatl in no wife confent to the prattifing of any 
«* jurifdiGion, or any authority, on the Bithop of Rome's 
“© behalf, within this realm of England. Now, before 
‘* God, Ihumbly pray your honours to tell me, whether 
« you afk me this quettion by his authority, or no? If 
« you do, I dare not, nor may anfwer you any thing in 
*€ his authority, which you fhall demand of me, except 
© T would be forfworn, which God forbid !”” 

Secretary Bourne. ‘ Haft thou been fworn fix times? 
* what office haft thou borne?” 

Bradford. * Forfooth, I was thrice fworn in Cambridge, 
"© when I was admitted mafter of arts, when I was ad- 
«© mitted fellow of Pembroke-ball, and when I was theres 
“© the vifitors came thither and {ware the univerfity. 
¢ Again, I was fworn when I entered into the miniftry, 
“¢ when { had a prebend given me, and when I was fworn 
“© to ferve the king a little before his death.” 

Lord Chancellor. «‘Tuth, Hered’s oaths a man fhould 
© make no confcience at.” 

Bradford. ** My lord, thefe were no Herod's oaths, no 

“* unlawful oaths, but oaths according to God’s word, 
“© as you yourfelf have well affirmed in your book, De 
“ verd obedientia.*” 
Secretary Bourne. ‘ Yea, it was reported this parlia- 
ment time, that he hath done more hurt by letters, and 
exhorting thofe that have come to him in religion, than 
ever he did when he was abroad by preaching. In his 
letters; he curfeth all that teach any falfe doctrine (for 
fo hie calleth that, which is not according to that he 
taught), and moft heartily exhorteth them, to whom 
© he writeth, to continue ftill in that they have received 
© by him, and {uch like as he is.’ All which words feveral 
of the council affirmed, to which he added, faying ; ‘ How 
* fay you, fir, have you not thus feditioufly written and 
* exhorted the people?” 


Ann aae 


." This book, Of true Obedience, was written by.Gardiner in the 
time of Henry VIII. againgt the pope's fupremacy, and prefaced with 
‘a recommendation by Barner Both entlemen perceived, that, 
at that time, fuch opinions opened the way fot preferment. 
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Bradferd, “1 have not written nor {poken any thing 
‘6 feditioully; neither {1 thank God therefore) have I ad- 
« mitted any feditious thought, nor I truft ever thall do.”” 

Secretary Bourne. * Yea, thou haf written letters.’ 

Lord Chancellor, * Why {peakeft thou not? haft thou 
© not written as he faith 7” 

Bradford. “That I have written, I have written.” 

Sout © Lord God, what an ari t and ftubborn 
* boy is this, that thus ftoutly and dallyingly behaveth 
* himfelf before the queen’s council !” 

Bradford, « My lords and mafters, the Lord God, who 
is, and will be judge to us all, knoweth, that as I am 
“ certain, I now ftand before his majefty; fo with re- 
‘© verence in his fight I ftand before you, and to you 
*€ accordingly in words and gefture I defire to behave 
“ myfelf. “If you otherwife take it, I doube not but God 
in his time will reveal it: In the mean feafon, I fhall 
«© fuffer with all due obedience your fayings and doings 
‘© too, I hope.” 

Lord Chancellor. « Thefe be gay and glorious words of 
* reverence, but as in alf other things, fo herein alfo thou 
* doft nothing but ye.” 

Bradford. “ Well, I would God the author of truth 
«© and abhorror of lyes, would pull my tongue out of 
“* my mouth before you all, and thew a terrible judge~ 
¢ ment on me here prefent, if I have purpofed, or do 
a purpote to lye before you, who either can lay my 
«© letters to my charge or no: If you lay any thing to 
“© my charge that I have written, and if I deny it, then 
“© Tam a fyar.” 

Lord Chancellor. « We thali never have done with thee, 
© perceive now: Be fhort, be ‘thort, wilt thou accept 
* of mercy now?? 

Bradford. 1 pray God give me his mercy, and if 
“ therewith you will extend yours I will not refute it; 
«© but otherwife I will have none.” 

‘Here arofe a great noife ; fome faid one thing, and fome 
another ; while othcrs again accufed him of arrogancy in 
refufing the queen’s pardon, which her majefty in her 
great clemency had reached towards him. 

‘To this propofal of life, Mr. bees anfwered meekly 
and plainly thus: ‘“‘ My ford, if I may live as a quiet 
“* fubje& without clog ef confcience, F fhall heartily 
‘© thank you for your pardon; if I behave myfelf other- 
wile, then am I in danger of the law: In the mean 
“ time, I afk no more than the benefit of a Grbjed as 
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** be convinced of tranggreffions; if I cannot have this, 
‘© as hitherto I have not had, God’s good will be done.” 

Upon thefe words, the lord chancellor began 2 tedious 
tale about the falfe doGrine in king Edward's days, and 
bow the people were deceived thereby; and at the conclu. 
fion he turned to Mr. Bradferdand faid, how fayeft thou? 

Bradford. ** My ord, the doftrine taught in‘king Bd- 
“© werd’s days was God’s pure religion; [the firft book 
“© of homilies in the church of England was then made 
© and confirmed] which, as I then believed, fo do I now 
«© more believe it than ever J did, and therein J am more 
“© confirmed, and ready to declare it by God’s grace, 
«* even as he will, to the world, than I was when I firft 
“* came into prifon.” 

Durbam. © What religion mean you in king Edward's 
¢ days? What year of his reign ?” . 

Bradford, “ Forfooth even the fame year, my lord, 
“ that the king died, and I was 2 preacher.” 

After fome {mall paufe, the lord chancellor began again 
to declare, that the doétrine taught in king Edward's days 
was herefy, though he pretended not to prove his affertion 
either by feripture or reafon; but cunningly made ufe of 
this obfervation, that it ended with treafon and rebellion, 
fo that, faid he, the very end were enough to prove that 
dogtrine to be naught. 

Bradford. ‘ Ab, my lord! that you could enter into 
“© God’s fan@uary, and mark the end of this prefent doc- 
«¢ trine that you fo magnify.” 

Lord Chancellor. * What meaneft thou by that? I am 
© of opinion we hall have a fnatch of rebellion even now.” 

Bradford, ‘* My lord, I mean no fuch end as you 
<¢ would gather: I mean an end which no man feeth, 
“¢ but fuch as enter into God’s fan@tuary. If a man 
§¢ look on prefent things, he will foon deftroy himfelf.”* 

Here my lord chancellor offered mercy; and Mr. Brad- 

ford anfwered as before: ‘¢ Mercy, with God’s mercy, 
6 fhould be welcome; but otherwife he would have none.” 
‘Whereupon the chancellor rang a little bell to call fone- 
body in; for there were but very few prefent at that time 
befides the bihhop of Vorcefer—And when one was come 
in, Mr. fecretary Bourne faid, ¢ it is beft for you, my 
‘ fora, to give the keeper an extraordinary charge of this 
¢ fellow,’ Then the under-marfhal was called in, 

Lord Chancellor. ‘ Yc thall take this man to you, and 
® keep him clofe without conference of any man, but by 
* your knowledge, and fuffer him not to write any letters, 
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§ &c, for he is.of another manner of charge to you than 
* he was before.’ : 
And fo they departed, Bradford looking as chearful as 
any man could do; declaring thereby how willing he was 
even to give his life for the confirmation of his faith and 
oath fanuary. he lord chi 
n the twenty-ninth of 'y 1555, the lord chan- 
cellor and other bithops bats in St. Moe Overs church 
in Southwark, when Mr. Bradford was fent for; and they 
proceeded to a fecond examination of him, but he by his 
proper anfwers manifefted, that he was well eftablithed in 
the truths of the gofpel. Mr. Bradford was feveral times 
examined by the fora chancellor and the bifhops, by two 
Spanitp friars who came to him in the Compter; and by 
ir. Wefton, dean of Weftminfler, who came to vifit Mr. 
Bradford in prifon, and had much converfation with him 5 
but in his conferences with them all he anfwered in a 
fteady and uniform manner, becoming a man, who knew 
in whom he believed, and like a Chriftian champion for 
the truths of God; though, naturally, he was (as Mr. 
Edward Leigh fays of him) ‘a man of a humble, melting 


® fpirit.” 

Be lived under fo ftrong a fenfe of his corruptions, 
that he fubfcribed fome of his letters from prifon in the 
following words :—‘* The moft miferable, hard-hearted, 
‘* unthankful finner, Fobn Bradford. The finful Fehn 
“© Bradford.” 

‘We ‘are informed by Mr. Fox, that he wrote many 
treatifes, efpecially during his confinement, of which the 
following have been publithed.—Two fermons; the firft 
of repentance, on Matth. iv. 17. the fecond of the Lord’s 
Supper. 2. Letters to his fellowmartyrs, 3. An anfwer 
to two letters, upon the lawfulnefs of attending mafs. 
4. The danger of .attending mafs. 5. His examination 
before the ofncers. 6. Godly meditations madein prifon, 
called his fhort prayers. 7. Truth’s complaints. 8. A 
tranflation of Melanéthen upon prayer, 9. A dialogue of 
predeftination and free-will. ‘ 

It is no wonder that Bradford's \etters made fuch a 
noife among the panifts, fince they were highly fpiritual, 
and tended to eftablith the people of God under the feve- 
rity of their perfecution. They are fo truly excellent, 
that, potwithitanding the rude ftyle of thofe times, they 
are send with delight and edification even to this day. 
We will fele& two or three of them for our Readers, to 
fhew his manner and fpirit, and refer them for the reft to 
Fox's A&s and Monuments. 
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* To my dear fathers, Dr. Cranmer, Dr. Ridley, and 
« 


ir. Latimer. 


«© SVESUS Emmanuel! My dear fathers inthe Lord, 
“ I befeech God, our fweet Father through Cérif, to 
“ make perfect the good he hath begun in us all. Amen. 

“¢ T had thought that srayot your ftaves had ftood next 
“ the door, but now it is otherwife perceived, Our dear 
“ brother Rogers hath broken the ice valiantly, as this 
‘ day (I think) or to-morrow at the uttermoft, he: 
“* Hooper, fincere Saunders, and trufty Taylor, end their 
* courfe, and receive theircrown. Thenext am], which 
«© hourly look for the porter to open me the gates after 
‘© them, to enter into the defired reft, God forgive me 
** mine unthankfulnefs for this exceeding great mercy, 
‘© that amongft fo many thoufands it pleafeth his mercy 
+ to chufe me to be one, in whom he will fuffer. For 
«« although it be moft true, that ju/ft patior, i.e. I juftly 
‘© fuffer (for I have been a great hypocrite, and a griev- 
* ous finner, the Lord pardon me, yea, he hath done it, 
‘he hath done it indeed) yet bic autem quid mali fecit ? 
§© i, e. what evil hath hedone? Chrif, whom the prelates 
«© perfecute, his verity which they hate in me, hath done 
“ no evil, nor deferveth death. “Therefore ought I moft 
s¢ heartily to rejoice of this dignation and tender kindnefa 
‘© of the Lord’s towards me, who ufeth remedy for my 
“© fin as a teftimonial of his teftament, to his glory, to 
“© my everlafting comfort, to the edifying of his church, 
“ and to the overthrowing of antichrift and his kingdom, 
«¢ Oh what am I, Lord, that thou fhouldeft thus magnify 
*€ me, fo vile a man and wretch, as always I have been? 
* Is this thy wont, to fend for fuch a wretch and an hy- 
‘© pocrite as I have been, in a fiery chariot, as thou didft 
“© for Heligs? Oh dear fathers, be thankful for me, that 
« 7 till might be found worthy in whom the Lord would 
« fandtify his holy name, And for your part, make you 
“ ready: For weare but your gentlemen-uthers. Nuptia 
“© Agms porate funt, venite ad nuptias : i. ¢. the marriage of 
‘ the Lamb is prepared, come unto the marriage. I now 
- ge to leave my flefh there, where I received it. I fhalf 
“« be conveyed thither, 2s Ignatius was at Rome, Leopar- 
« dis; by whole evil I hope to be made better. God 
“ grant, if it be his will that I afk, it may make them 
‘© better by me, Amen. 

‘« For my farewel therefore, I write and fend this unto 
5* you, trufting thortly to fee you where we thall Bayer 
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‘¢ he feparated. In the mean feafon I will not ceafe, as 
“¢ T have done, to commend you to our Father of heaven ; 
“ and that you would fo do by me, I moft heartily pra 
“ every one of you: You know now I have moft need 
se But felis ft Deus, qui nunquam finet nos tentari fupra id 
* quod poffumus ; i. e. faithful is God, which will not 
«“ fitter us to be tempted above our ftrength. He never 
“¢ did it hitherto, nor now; and I am affured he will 
“ never, Amen. A dextris eft mibi, non movebor. Propter 
“* boc latabitur cor meum, quia non derelinquet animam meam 
“« in inferno, nec dabit me, fanttum fuum, per gratiam in 
“ Chrifto, videre corruptionem. E carcere raptim, expeftant 
‘© omni momento carnificem; i.e. he is on my right hand, 
“ therefore I fhail not fall: Wherefore my reart fhall 
“© yejoice, for he fhall not leave my foul in hell; neither 
“© fhall fuffer me his holy one, by his grace in Chrift, to 
“ feecorruption. Out of prifon in looking for the 
* tormentor, the eighth of February, 1555.”" 


To a faithful woman in her heavinefs and rouble. 


bid Gop our good Father, for his mercies fake in Chrif?, 
A with his eternal confolation fo comfort you, as I 
S© defire to be comforted of him in my moft need: Yea, 
« he will comfort you (my dear fifter) only caft your care 
*¢ upon him, and he never can nor will forfake you. For 
“* his calling and gifts be fuch, that he can never repent 
* him of them. hom he Joveth, he loveth to the end ; 
*© none of his chofen can perith: Of which number I know 
‘© you are, my dearly beloved fifter. “God increafe the 
‘© faith thercof daily more and more in you; may he give 
“© unto you to hang whully on him and on his providence 
and protection: For whofo dwelleth under that fecret 
«© thing, and help of the Lord, he fhall be cock-fure for 
© evermore, He that dwelleth, I fay; for if we be flit- 
ters and not dwellers, as was Lot a flitter from Segor, 
*¢ where God promifed him protection, if he had dwelled 
© there ftill; we {ball remove to our lofs, as he did into 
** the mountains. 

“* Dwell therefore; that is, truft, and that finally unto 
*© the end, in the Lord, (my dear fifter) and you fhall be 
*€ as mount Siex. As mountains compafs ory falem, fo 
*¢ doth the Lord all his people. How then canhe forget 
“© you, which are as the apple of his eye, for his dear 
** Son’s fake? Ah dear heart, that I were now but one 
“ half hour with you, to be a Simen to help carry your 
s crofs 
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® crofs with you. God fend you fome good Simen to be 
‘° with you, and help you. 
«© You complain in your letters of the blindnefs of your 
** mind, and the troubles you feel. My dearly beloved, 
© God make you thankful for that which God hath given 
© unto you; may he open your eyes to fee whist how 
«© great benefits you have received, that you may be lefs 
“ Covetous, or rather impatient, for fo (I fear me) it fhould 
«© be called, and more thankful. Have you not received 
“© at his hands fight to fee your. blindnefs, and thereto a 
& defirous and feeking heart to fee where he lieth in the 
‘¢ mid-day, as his dear fpoufe {pcaketh of herfelf in the 
“ Canticle? Oh Fayce, my good Feyce, what a gift is this? 
“© Many have fome fight, but none this fobbing and figh- 
S¢ ing, none this feeking which you have, T know, but 
¢ fuch ashe hath married unto him in his mercies. You 
«© are not content to kifs his feet with the Magdalen, but 
“ you would be kiffed even with the kifs of his mouth, 
 Canticles, 1. You would fee his face with Mofes, for- 
ee ering how he biddeth us feek his face, Pfalm xxvii. 
ca, and that for ever, Pfalm cv. Which fignifieth 
“© no fuch fight, as you defire to be in this prefent life, 
“ which would fee God now face to face; whereas he 
* cannot be feen, but covered under fomething, yea, 
“© fometime in that which is (as you would fay clean 
‘© contrary to God; as to fee his mercy in his. anger. In 
“ bringing us to hell, faith fecth him to bring us to 
“© heaven; in darknefs it beholdeth brightnefs : In hid- 
ing his face from us, it beholdeth his merry counte- 
* nance, How did Feb fee God, but (as you would fay) 
*© under Satan’s cloak? For who caft the fire from heaven 
“ upon his goods ? Who overthrew his houfe, and ftirred. 
up men to take away his cattel, but Satan? and yet 
of Fob pierced through all thefe, and faw God’s work, fay= 
“ ing, the Lord bath given, the Lord bath taken away, &c. 
<< In reading of the Pfalms, how often do you fee that 
“© David in the thadow of death faw God’s fweet love? 
“© And fo, my dearly beloved, I fee that you in your 
darknefs and dimnefs by faith do fee clarity and bright 
“nefs. By faith, I fay, {fe faith is of things abfent, 
of things hoped for, of things which I.appeal to your 
confcience, whether you not, And can you de- 
“© fire any thing which you know not? And is there of 
‘* heavenly things any other true knowledge than by 


faith? 
s Therefore 
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s¢ Therefore (my dear heart) be thankful, for (before 
© God I write it) you have great caufe. Ah, my Feycey 
“« how happy is ‘he fig ‘wherein you are? Verily a 
«© are even in the bleffed of ’s children; for they 
“ mourn, and do not you fo? And that not for worldly 
“ weal, but for fpiritual riches, faith, hope, charity, &c. 
© Do you not hunger and thirft for righteoufnefs? And 
“© J pray you, faith not Cbrif?, who cannot lye, that happy 
‘© are fuch ? How thould God wipe away the tears from 
‘6. your eyes in heaven, if now onearth ye fhed no tears? 
“ How could heaven be a place of reft, if on earth ye 
S© find it? How could ye defire to be at home, if in your 
© journey you found no grief? Haw could you fo often 
“* call upon God, and talk with him, as I know you do, 
“© if your enemy fhould fleep all the day long? How 
*© fhould you elfewhere be made like unto Cérif, I mean 
S€ in joy, if in forrow you fobbed not with him? If you 
* will have joy and felicity, you muft firft needs feel 
“© forrow and mifery. If you will go to heaven, you 
“ muft fail by hell. If you would embrace Chrif in his 
‘© robes, you muft not think fcorn of him in his rags. 
‘© If you would fit at Chrif’s table in his kingdom, you 
‘© muft firft abide with him in his temptations. If you 
«* will drink of his cup of glory, forfake not his cup of 
“¢ ignominy. 
s* Can the head corner-ftone be rejected, and the other 
more bafe ftones in God’s building be in this world fet 
© by? You are one of his lively ftones; be content there- 
“© fore to be hewn and nage at, that you might be made 
*€ morc meet to be joined to your fellows which fuffer 
“with you Satan’s fnatches, the world’s wounds, con- 
*¢ tempt of confcience, and threats of the fieth, where- 
‘© through they are enforced to cry, Oh wretches that we 
“© are, who fhall deliver us? You are of God’s corn, 
‘© fear not therefore the flail, the fan, millftone, nor oven. 
*¢ You are one of Chrif’s lambs, look therefore to be 
«6 fleeced, haled at, and even flain. 
« Tf you were a market-fheep, you fhould go in more 
fat and grafic pafture. If you were for the fair, you 
fhould be ftall-fed, and want no weal. But becaufe 
you are of God’s own occupying, therefore you muft 
pafture on the bare common, abiding the ftorms and 
“© tempefts that will fall, Happy, and twice happy are 
«© you (my dear fifter) that God now haleth you whither 
*© you would not, that you might come whither you would. 
¢ Suffer a little and be Mill. Let Satan rage againit ad 
3 let 
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© let the world cry out, let confcience accufe you, 
$ Jet the law load you and prefs you down, yet fhail 
“ they tot prevail, for Chri is Emmanuel, that is, God. 
“¢ with us. If Ged be with us, whe can be againft us? 
© The Lord is with you; your Father cannot forget you; 
your Spoufeloveth you. If the waves and furges arife, 
“© cry with Peter, Lord, I perifp; and he will put out 
«* his hand and help you. out your anchor of hope, 
“ and it will not ceafe for the ftormy furges, til] it take 
hold on the rock of God’s truth and mercy. 

“ Think not that he who hath given you fo many 
§* things corporally, as induétions of fpiritual and hea- 
“* venly mercies, and that without your deferts or defire, 
“ can deny you any fpiritual comberk: defiring it. For 
“* if he give to defire, he will give you to have and en- 
“« joy the thing defired. ‘The defire to have, and the 
“e going about to afk, ought to certify your confcience, 
S© that they be his earneft of the thing which, Pen afking, 
#© he will giye you; yea, before you afk, and whilft you 
«* are about to afk, he will grant the fame, as H/aiab faith, 
** to his glory and yqur eternal confolation. He that 
Baas f not his own Son for you, will pot nor cannot 
s* think any thing too gore for you, my heartily beloved. 

s*' Tf he had pot chofen you, (as moft certainly he hath} 
$* he would not have fo called you; he would never have 
“* juftified you; he would never have fo glorified you 
«* with his gracious gifts, which 1 know, praifed be his 
$¢ name therefore; he would never have fo exercifed your 
© faith with temptations, as he hath done and doth; if 
£* (I fay) he had not chofen you. If he hath chofen you 
“6 (as doubtlefe, dear heart, he hath done in Chrift, for 
«jn you I have feen his earneft, and before me and to 
$6 me you could not deny it, I know poth where and 
«* when) if, I fy, he hath chofen you, oe ene can 
# you, nor ever fhall you perith: For if yoy fall, he put- 
“ tech under his hand. You fhall not te ill; fo care~ 
* ful is Chrif your keeper over you. Neyer was mother 
“© fo mindful over her child, as he js over you. And 
** hath not he always been fo? 

“ Speak, an, when did he finally forget you? 
ba And will he, now trow you, in your moft need do 
« otherwife, you calling upon him, and defiring to pleafe 
* him? Ah hn Feyce) think you God to be mutabie? 
“ Is he a changfing! not he Jove to the end them 
“© whom he Toveth? Are not his gifts and calling fich, 
#* that he cannot repent him of them? For elfe were he 

3B “no. 
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* no God. If you fhould perifh, then wanted he power 3 
** for I am certain his will towards you is not to be 
doubted of. Hath not the Spirit, which is the Spirit 
** of truth, told you fo? And will you now hearken with 
* Eve to the lying {pirit which would have you not to 
“6 defpair (no, he goeth more craftily to work, howbeit 
** to thatend, if you fhould give ear unto it, which God 
forbid) but to doubt and fina in a mammering, and 
*< fo fhould you never truly love God, but ferve him of 
** a fervile fear, left he thould caft you off for your un- 
«© worthinefs and unthankfulnefs; a8 though your thank- 
*¢ fulnefs or worthinefs were any caufe with God, why 
“ he hath chofen you, or will finally keep you. 

<* Ah mine own dear heart, Chrift only, Chrif only, 
** and his mercy and truth. In himis the caufe of Pid 
« election. This Chrif, this mercy, this truth of ody, 
< remaineth for ever, is certain for ever; I fay, forever. 
‘© If an angel from heaven fhould tell you the contrary, 
** accurfed be he. Your thankfulnefs and worthinefs are 
“© fruits and effeéts of your election; they are no caufes, 
«¢ Thefe fruits and cffedts, 


fhall be fo much more fruitful 

*¢ and effe€tual, by how much you waver not, 
** Therefore (my dearly beloved) arife, and remember 
“ from whence you are fallen. You have a fhepherd 
«© who never flumbereth nor fleepeth; no man nor devil 
‘© can pull you out of his hands. Night and day he com- 
‘© mandeth his angels to keep you. aren forgotten 
“© what I read to you out of the Pfalm, The Lord is my 
“* focpherd, 1 can want nothing. Do you not know that 
‘* God {pared Noah in the ark.on the outfide, fo that he 
‘© could not get out? So hath he done to you {ry od 
*¢ fifter) fo hath he done to you. Ten thoufand fhalf fall 
‘* on your right hand, and twenty thoufand on your left 
“« hand, yet no evil fball touch you. Say boldly there~ 
S* fore, Many a time from my youth up bave they fought 
‘© againft me, but they have not prevailed; no, nor never 
*¢ fhall prevail; for the Lord is round about his people, 
“© And who are the people of God, but fuch as hope in 
him? Happy are they that hope in the Lord, and you 
‘© are one of thofe, my dear heart, for I am affured you 
have hoped in the Lord; I have your words to fhew 
moft manifeftly, and I know they were written un- 
feignedly. Indeed not to fay, that even before God 
“© you have fimply confeffed to me, and that oftentimes 
* noicfs. Anz ifonce you had this hope, as you doubt- 
© lefs had it, though now you feel it not, yet fhall ay 
. * fee! 
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feel it again: For the of the Lord lateth but a 
moment, but his mercy for ever. ‘Tell me (my 
dear heart) who hath fo weakened you? Surely not 
a perfuafion which came from him who called you. 
For why fhould you waver, and be fo heavy hearted ? 
Whom fook you on? On yourfelf? On your worthi- 
nefs? On your thankfulnefs? On that which God 
requireth of you, as faith, hope, love, fear, joy, &c.? 
‘hen can you not but waver indeed: For what have 
you as God requireth? Believe. you, hope you, Jove 
you, &c. as much as you fhould do? No, no, nor ever 
can in this life. Ah, my dearly beloved, have you fo 
foon forgotten that which ever fhould be had in me- 
mory? Namely, that when you would and fhould be 
certain and quiet in confcience, then fhould your faith 
burft throughout all things not only that you have in 
you, or elfe are in heaven, earth or hell, until it come 
to Chriff crucified, and the eternal {weet mercies and’ 
goodnefs of God in Chrift? Here, here is the refting 
place ; here is Phd Spoute’s bed ; creep into it, and in 
your arms of faith embrace him: Bewail your weak- 
nefs, unworthinefs, your diffidence, &c. and you fhall’ 
fee he will turn to you. What faid I, you thall fee? 
Nay, I fhould have faid, fhall feel he will turn to 
you. You know that AMofer, when he went to the 
mount to talk with God, he entered into a dark cloud 5 
and Helias had his face covered when God pafled by. 
Both thefe dear friends of God heard of God, but they 
faw him not; but you would be preferred before them, 
See now (my dear heart) how covetous you are, Ah 
be thankful, be thankful. . But God be praifed, your’ 
covetoufnefs is Dfofes’s covetoufnefs. Well, with him 
ou fhall be fatisfied: But when? Forfooth when he 
all appear. Here is not the time of feeing, but as it 
were in a glafs, J/aac was deceived, becaufe he was 
not content with hearing only. a 
*¢ Therefore to make an end of thefe -many- words,’ 
wherewith I fear me I do but trouble you from better 
exercifes; inafmuch as you are indeed the child of God, 
elect in Chrift before the beginning of ail times; inaf- 
much as you are given to the cuftody of Chrifi, as one 
of God’s moft precious jewels; inafmuch as Chri? is 
faithful, and. hitherto hath all power, fo thar you thal! 
never perifh, no, one hair of your head thai] nor be 
loft: I befpech you, I pray you, I defire you, I crave 
at your hands with all my very heart; I atkof you with 
3B2 “ hand 
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‘© hand, pen, tongue and mind, in Chrif, through Chriff, 
for Chrift, for bis name, blood, mercies, power, “if 
“« truth’s fake, {my moft entirely beloved fifter} that you 
s¢ admit no doubting of God’s final mercies towards you, 
‘© howfoever you fee! for yourfelf; but to complain to 
«* God, and crave of him, as of your tender and dear’ 
* father, all things; and in that time which fhall be 
*¢ moft opportune, you fhal! find and feel far above that 
«© your heart or the heart of any creature can conceive, 
** to your eternal joy. Amen, Amen, Amen. 

«© The good Spirit of God always keep us as his dear 
‘© children; may he comfort you, as I defire to be come 
* forted, my dearly beloved, for evermore. Amen. 

«© T break up thus abruptly, becaufe our common prayer’ 
4 time calleth me. ‘The peace of Chriff dwell in both 
“ our hearts for ever. Amen. 

“© As for the report of 7. Pe. if it be as you hear, 
*t you muft prepare to bear it. It is written on heaven’s’ 
* door, Do well, and bear evil. Be content therefore to 
“ hear whatfoever the enemy fhall imagine to blot you 
s¢ withal, God’s holy Spirit always comfort and keep’ 
** you. Amen, Amen. This eighth of Augu/, by him 
* that in the Lord defireth to YOUs as well and as muck 
*© felicity 4s to his own heart. 


His laft letter to his mother, a little before he was burned. 


«© (XOD’s mercy and peace in Chriff, be more and more 
at G perceived ef us. Amen. * 

ss My moft dear mother, im the bowels of Chrift I 
“ heartily pray and befeech you to be thankful for me 
*© unto God, who thus now taketh me unto himfelf: 
+ [die not, my good mother, as a thief, a murderer, an 
© adulterer, &c. but I die as a witnefs of Chriff, his gof- 
© pel and verity, which hitherto I have confefled (I thank 
“ God) as well by preaching, as by imprifonment, and 
“© now even prefently I fhall moft willingly confirm the 
“© fame by fire. Iacknowledge that God moft juftly might 
** take me hence fimply for my fins (which are many, 
i t, and grievous: But the Lord for his mercy in 
bis Eiri , hath pardoned them all, I hope) but sow dear 
“* mother, he taketh me hence by thia death, as 2 con- 
« feffor and witnefs, that the religion taught by Cini 
“ Fefusy the prophets, and the les, is God’s truth. 
«¢ The prelates do perfecute in me Chriff whom they hate, 
“ and his truth which they may not abide, becaufe their 
“ works are evil, and may not abide the truth and lights 
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é jet then thotild fee their darknefs. Therefoie, ty good 
*¢ and moft dear mothet, give thanks for me to God, that 
** he hath made tHe fruit of your womb to be a witnefs 
* of his glory, and attend to the truth, which (I thank 
*¢ God for it) I have truly taught out of the pulpit of 
" Manchefey, Ufe often and continual prayer to God 
“6 the Father; through €brif. Hearken, as you may, to 
“ the fcriptures i Serve God after his word, and not after 
“ qmftoni : Bewaré of the Rémifp religion in England; 
“© defile riot youtfelf with it: Carry Chrifre ciofs as he 
¢ thal) lay ee upon your back: Forgive thein that kill 
*¢ me: Pray for them, for they know not wiiat they do: 
“ Commit my caufe to God the Father: Be mindful of 
“ both your datghiters, and help them as you can, 

“ T fend allmy writings to you and my brother Roger, 
«© do With them as you will, becaufe I cannot as I would : 
“° He cantell you more of my mind. I have nothing ta 
“ give you, or to leave behind me for you: Only I pray 
se God my Father, for his Chriff's fake, to blefs you, an¢ 
"© keep you fram evil. May he give you patience, may he 
“* make you thankful, as for me, fo for yourfelf, that he 
‘© will take the fruit of your womb to witnefs his verity ; 
“© Wherein I confefs tothe whole world, I die and depart 
‘© this life, in hope of a much better: Which I look for’ 
“« at the hands of God my Father, through the merits of 
* his dear Son Fefus Chrif. 

« Thus, my dear mother, I take my laft farewel of you 
** inthis life, befeeching the almighty and eternal Father’ 
* by Chrift, to grant us to meet in the Jife to come, where 
« we thall give him continaal thanks and praife for ever 
“and ever. Amen. Out of prifon the twenty-fourth, 
“ of June, 1555. Your fon in the Lord.” 
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jJusTuUS JONAS, 


HIS famous German divine, was born at Northaufex 

in Thuringia, on the fifth of Fune, 1493, where 

his father was chief magiftrate; who, falling fick of the 
plague, and having applied an onion to the fore, took it 
off and laid it by; which young Foner, coming in, took 
up and eat; but, through the goodnefs of God, received: 
ne 
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no hurt. He applied himfelf firft to the ftudy of the civil 
law, and, made good proficiency in it; but, quitting that 
ftudy, he devoted his whole attention to theology, and 
Proceeded to the degree of esapsber raring Oh is was 
about the firftdawning of the true light of the gofpel, of 
which Fonas was not only an hearer and obferver; but 
foon afterwards a principal inftrument in promoting. For 
he was almoft always prefent at the feveral fn js and 
ameetings of divines, which were held to fettle the magtera 
of religion, in thofe days. He united in one perfon the 
ch; ers of a moft able divine and learned civilian ; and 
as the ftate of religion at that time was unavoidably cone 
need with human politics, he became a very neceffa: 
tan to the proteftants, in being a tkilful politician. 
affifted Luther and Melanéthen in the aflenbly at Marpurg, 
in 1529, and was afterwards with MelanGbon at the fa- 
mous convention at Aug/burg, in which he was a principal 
negotiator. With thefe two great men he was extremely 
intimate, and particularly with Mclanéthon, 

In the year 1521, he was called to a paftoral charge at 
Wittenberg, and made principal of the college and pro+ 
fefior in that univerfity. He, with Spalatinus and Amfo 
derf, was employed by the elector of Saxony to reform 
the churches in AMifaia and Téwringia: From thence he 
was called to Hall in Saxony, where he alfo exceedingly 
promoted the work of the Reformation. Luther fometimos 
reforted thither to him; and took him with him in his 
Taft journey to J/eben, where he died in his arms. 

After Luther’s death, he continued fome time in the 
duke of Saxeny’s court, and was a conftant companion of 

‘ohn Frederick's fons in all their afflictions. He was at 
length fet over the church in Eisfeld, where he ended his 
days in much peace and comfort, on the ninth of Offeber, 
in the year 1555, and in the fixty-third year of his age. 

He wis one of thofe, who might be called moderate 
Reformers, withing to make no further alteration in the 
eftablithed modes of worfhip, and even doétrine, than was 
abfolutely neceflary for the introdudtion of piety and 
truth, Hence the Lutheran churches have departed leaft 
of any, in external ceremonies, from the corruptions of 
the church of Remz. The motive of Luther, ‘Jonas, and 
other Reformers of that caft, was undoubtedly good; but 
the effect was not anfwerable. The danger, in {uch cafes, 
is, that the great bulk of the people, feeing fuch ftrefs 
Jaid upon outward obfervances, will fall into the error of. 
leaning’ entirely upon them, and fo make that, sich 

perhaps 
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‘perhaps might‘be originally intended for an help to devo~ 

tion, the whole end and fe of their attention, 
Fonas’s death was exceedingly regretted by all the 

‘men of that time; for fuch a lofs to the church of Chri? 

-was not eafily to be repaired. None but almighty grace 


could effe& its; which has ifed not to leave the 
church without faithful wi to the end of time. Sj- 
berus, in his epitaph, faid of him: 


_ pa ademtum 
Omnes judicii elegantioris, 
bonique irk piique: cole 
ley colloguio Dei, receptus, 
Et Chrifit fruitur beatus ore. 
© the h lofs 
© All men bewail’d of pious mind, 
* All men of fentiments refin’d : 
© To heav’n he flew, at God’s beheft ; 
* And joyful there, among the bleft, 
© He views his Saviour face to face, 
* And triumphs in redeeming grace.’ 





He wrote, among other treatifes, indefence of the mar- 
riage of priefts, againft Faber ; upon the ftudy of divinity; 
notes upon the acts of the apoitles; upon the death of 
Luther, again Wicelius;, and he tranflated into Latin 
feveral of Luther's works. 

About this period, the gofpel flourifhed in what is now 
called Prufia, under the miniftry of three very great and 
excellent divines, Paulus Speratus, Poliander, and Brifmann, 
‘This laft was a particular friend of Luther, and with the 
other two, his colleagues, fed the flock of Chri/?, and fu- 
perintended the churches in Pruffia, above twenty years. 
About the latter end of their miniftry, Ofiander, who 
during Luther’s life harmonized in all the great points 
with the other Reformers, left Nerimberg, where he had 
jong preached, and came into Prufia. Here he ftarted 
fome opinions of his own upon the doctrine of juftifica- 
tion, afferting, that man is not juftified by faith, but by 
the ri hteoufnets of Cini dwelling in us, Matters werc 
carried fo high, that Albert, duke of Prufie, who had 
embraced Ofandir’s opinion, banifhed the other Refor- 
imers from his dominions. Ofinder was juftly cenfured 
dy moft of the proteftants for making this breach in a 
moft unfeafonable time, and particularly for his ill treat- 
ment of Melanéthen, to whom he returned abufeand aeeie 
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pefs for mildnefs and reafon. The truth is, that Ofen- 
der, with all his learning and abilities, a s to hav 
been a very vain and intemperate man, wean high- 
flown language and manners, inftead of that fimpliciey 
which becomes the gofpel. He died at Keningfberg, in 
Praffa, on the very day that the excellent Ca/par 
Hidio departed this life at Strafburgh. After his death, 
duke Albert, whether from a with to heal the differences. 
wccafioned by Ofander and his fectaries, or from the fu; 
geftions of fome great and good ‘men, caufed a public 
Agreement to be made about the year 1556; and fo the 
burch in that part of the world was fettled in peace. 


HUGH LATIMER, 
BISHOP or WORCESTER, 


F this plain and pi as well as moft zeqlqus, 
ite istact te ureteral coed 
apd moft ufeful Reformers of the church of Fn; A 
He was defcended of mezn but honeft parents at Thirkefon, 
or Yhurcafton, near Mount Serrel, in Leicefterfrire, w 
his father lived in good reputation; and though he had no 
Tand of his own, but rented a fmall farm of four pounds 
@ year at the utmoft, yet, by frugality and induftry, and 
the are = ae bargain, he brought up a large 
family of ters, befides this his only fon.® 
© In one of hi in king Edward's ti th 
tnrithing equip the nobly tad geaty, aed feabirg of the met 
eration of landlords a few years , and the plenty in which their 
tenants fived, tells his audience, in hie familiar wey, that upon x 
farm of four pounds a year, at the utmoft, his father tilled as much 
Mel herp tal tint cows thar he ped the Ring's man and barbs 
- ; 
bhmfelf remembering to have buckled on bie father's harneft, when he 
went to Hlackbeatb; that he gave his daughters five poupds a-piece at 
marriage; that he lived hofpitably among his neighbors, and was not 
Backward in his alms to the poor. ¢ Amd all this (faid he) he did of 
“* che faid farm. Whereas he, that now bath it, pays fixteen pounds 
* by the year, or more, and is not able to do any thing for his prince, 
4 for himfelf, nor for his children, or give a cup of drink to ¢ 
& poor,”=-What would Latimer have faid of our prefent rack-rentin; 
Jandlorde, who nat only do not reliove, but procure means wo grind 
the face of, the poor? * ‘ : 
High, 
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Hugh, who was born in the farm-houfe about the ycar 
1470, in the eleventh year of king Edward the Fourth, 
and put to the grammar-fchool at Thurcaffon, and after- 
wards at Leicefler, took his learning fo well, that it 
was determi: to breed him to the church. With 
this view, 2s foon as he was fit, he was fent to Came 
bridge, in 1484, where, at the ufwal time, he took his 
degrees in arts, and, entering into prieft’s orders, behaved 
with remarkable zeal and warmth in defence of popery, 
his religion, againft the reformed opinions, which had 
lately difcovered themfelves in England, He heard thofe 
new teachers with high indignation: He inveighed, pub- 
licly and privately, againft the Reformers. He looked 
upon them in fo bad a light, that he declared he was of 
opinion, the laft times, the day of judgement, and the 
end of the world, were now approaching. ‘ Impiety, he 
$ faid, was gaining apace ; and what Jengths ma 
<< not men be expe: to run, when they begin to quef-- 
«© tion even the infallibility of the pope?” If any, in- 
clined to the Reformation, and particularly good Mr, 
Stafford, divinity-leGturer in Cambridge, le@ures in 
the fchools, Mr. Latimer was fure to be there :to drive 
out the fcholars; and, when he commenced Batchelor of 
divinity, (which was in the year 1515, when hewas forty- 
five years of age) he took occafton to give an open tefli- 
mony of his diflike to their proceedings, in an oration, 
which he made againft Philip Melanéthon, whom he treated 
wil t feverity, for his ‘* impious innovations (as he 
- called them) in religion.” His zeal was fo much 
taken notice of in the univerfity, that he was elected, in 
the next year, into the office of crofs-bearer in all public 
proceffions; an employment which he accepted with re+ 
verence, and difcharged with becoming ‘folemnity for thé 
{pace of feven years. . 

Among thofe, who about this period favored the Re- 
formation, the moft confiderable was Mr. Thomas Bilney, 
whofe life we have related to our Readers, 

Jt was Mr. Latimer’s happinefs to be well acquainted 
with this good man, who had indeed long conceived ve: 
favorable fentiments of him. He had fnown Latimer's 
life in the univerfity to be a life ftri€tly moral and de- 
vout; he afcribed his failings to the genius of his reli- 

ion, and, notwithftanding his more than ordinary zeal 
in the profeffion of that religion, he could obferve in him 
n very candid temper, prejudiced by no finifter views, and 
an integrity, which gave him great hopes of his refor- 
3¢ mation. 
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mation. Induced by thefe favorable appearances, Mir. 
Bilney failed not, as opportunities offe _to fuggete 
many things to him about corruptions in religion in ge- 
neral, whence he ufed frequently to drop 2 hint concern 
ing fome in the Remi@ church in particular, till havin, 
prepared the way by degrees, he at length made an camed. 

fuafion, that his friend would only endeavor to diveft 
imfelf of his prejudices, and place the two fides of the 
ueftion before him. How Mr, Latimer at firft received 
efe few declarations, and by what fteps he came to be 
fettled in the truth of the gofpel, we have no particular 
account; only we find in a ee that his friend’s ap- 
plication had its defired effect. ‘This was in the year 
3523, when Latimer had nearly attained the fifty-third 
year of his age. 

Mr. Latimer no fooner ceafed from being a zealous 
papift, than he became, with the fame zeal and integrity, 
a acalous proteflant, very active in fupporting and pro- 

agating the reformed doétrine, and affiduous to make 
converts both in the town and univerfity. He preached 
in public, exhorted in private, and every-where prefled 
the neceflity.of true faith and holinefs, in oppofition to 
thofe outward performances, which were then efteemed 
the very effentials of religion. A behavior of this kind 
was deamediely eaben notice of ; Cambridge, no lefs than 
the reft of this kingdom, was entirely popith ; every new 
opinion was watched with the iemak jealoufy; and Mr. 

atimer {oon perceived, how obnoxious he made him- 
felf. The ijrft remarkable oppofition he met with from, 
the popih party, was occafioned by a courfe of fermons 
he preached, during the Chriftmas holidays, before the 
univerfity; in which he fpoke his fentiments with great 
freedom ypon many opinions and ufages maintained and 
practifed ja the Roaivb church, and particularly infifted 
upon the great abufe of locking up the fcripture in an 
unknown tongue. Few of the tenets of popery were 
then queftioned in England, but fuch as tended toa re- 
Jaxation of manners; tranfubftantiation, and other points 
rather fpeculative, ftill held their dominion; Mr. Latimer 
therefore chiefly dwelt upon thofe of immoral tendency. 
He thewed what true religion was; that it was feated in 
the heart; and that, in comparifon with it, external ap- 
pointments were of no value. Great was the outcry 
occafioned by thefe difcourfes. 

The ftate of religion at that time is well defcribed, in 
the following words, gathered from the ecclefiaftical hif- 
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foriais of the reign of king Heary the Eighth, ¢ The 
® cathedral clergy (fay jay throughout the kingdom 
© gave themfelves up iy te idlenefs and pieafure , 
. dectied aiid difcouraged learning ; affirming, that 
§ learniig would bring in herefy and all manner of mif- 
chief. The rural and parochial clergy were univerfally 
ignorant, flothful, idle, fuperftitious, proud, and vicious; 
preachitig, moft of them, but once 2 quarter on a Sun- 
day, and; but few, more than oiice a month, on the 
firft Sunday thereof; In Lent, fermons were imore fre- 
quent pu thefe spre Ace on aehinedes, con 
fefion, the neceffity of everitics, pilgrimages, 
the enriching of the fhrines, and the relics of the faints, 
and the great ife of indulgences. No pains were taken 
to inform the people of the hatefulnefs of vice, the 
excellency of Holinefs, or the wonderful love of Chrift. 
It was far otherwife on the holy or faints’ days; for on 
them the monks, and the friars, and others, would afcend 
the pulpit, and, inftead of fermons; harangue the 
ple on the merits; fupererogations, and miracles, of the 
faints, to the memory of whom the days were dedicated’; 
magnifying their relics, which they always took cate to 
inform them were laid up in fuch and fuch places.——< 
The clergy in general were fo proud and infolent, that, 
if any man denied them any part of that refpect, or of 
thofe advantages to which they pretended, he was pre- 
fently brought under the fufpicion of herefy, and vexed 
with imprifonments ; and articles in the fpiritual courts 
© were exhibited againft him.’ ‘ 
Learning was at a very low ebb; in both the univer- 
fities, in the year 1526. Cambridge was then the feat and 
afylum of ignorance, bigotry, and peste and eve 
feformed opinion and perfon was perfecuted with the mo! 
inveterate hatred and zeal. Latimer had, by this times 
through his daily and idetatigable fearching of the ferip- 
tures of the Old and New Teftaments, made himfelf a 
complete mafter of all the fcriptural arguments, ptoper 
to confute the reigning errors of the church of Rome: 
He fpoke largely againit the abominable furerftitich and 
idle ufage of faying mafs in an unknown tongus, and 
we the moft folid reafons, why the fctiptures of the 
1d and New Teftaments fhould be ttanflated into Enge 
4p, printed, and put into the hands of the moft illiterate, 
This preaching of his had a very great effeét; and, with 
.Breat truth, it may be faid, that we greatly owe, under 
gCa God, 
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God, to Mr. Latimer the ineftimable bleffing of reading 
the bible in our own tongue. 

Mr. Latimer now became a preacher of particular emi- 
nence, and difplayed a remarkable addrefs in adapting 
himfelf to the capacities of the people. The orthodox 
clergy, obferving him thus followed, thought it high time 
to oppofe him openly. This tafk was und n by 
Dr. Buckingham, or Buckenbam, prior of the Black-Friars, 
who appeared in the pulpit againf him, and with great 
Rome and prolixity, Brewed the dangerous tendency of 

. Latimer’s opinions ; particularly, he inveighed againft 
his heretical notions of having the fcriptures in Bagh; 
laying open the ill effeéts of fuch an innovation. * If 
¢ that herefy, faid he, prevail, we fhould foon fee an end 

of every thing ufefu us. The plough-man, 
reading that if he put his d to the plough, and 
fhould happen to look back, he was unfit br the king- 
dom of God, would foon lay afide his labour; ¢! 
baker likewife reading, that a tittle leaven will corrupt 
his lump, would give us very infipid bread: The fim 
man alfo finding himfelt commanded to pluck out fi 
8, in a few ycars we fhould have the nation full of 
blind beggars.’ Mr. Latimer could not but fmile at 
this ingenious reafoning; and promifed to balance ac- 
counts with the prior on the next Sunday, and to expofe 
this folemn trifler. The whole univerfity accordingly 
met together on the next Sunday; as the news was gene- 
rally fpread, that Mr. Latimer would preach. ‘That vein 
of pleafantry and humour which ran through all his 
words and actions, would here, it was imagined, have its 
full fcope: And, to fay the truth, the preacher was not 
a little confcious of his own fuperiority. To complete 
the fcene, juft before the fermon began, prior Buckinghaws 
himfelf entered the church with his cowl about bis 
fhoulders, and featcd himfelf with an air of importance, 
before the pulpit. Mr. Latimer, with great gravity, re- 
capitulated the learned doétor’s arguments, Heced them 
in the ftrongeft light, and then rallied them with fuch a 
flow of wit, and at the fame time with fo much good 
humour, that, without the appearance of ill-nature, he 
made his adverfary in the higheft degree ridiculous. He 
then, with great addrefs, appealed to the people; de- 
{canted upon the low efteem in which their holy guides 
had always held their underftandings ; expreffed the ut- 
moft offence at their being treated with fuch contempt, 
and withed his hone countrymen might only have 
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wufe of the fcripture, till they thewed themfelves fuch 
abfurd interpreters, as the prior had feemed to make them: 
He concluded his difcourfe with 2 few obfervations upon 
fcripture metaphors, <A ive manner of {peech, 
‘© he faid, was common in all languages:” fentas 
tions of this kind were in daily ufe, and generally under= 
ftood. “* Thus, for inftance, continues he, (addreffing 
“ himfelf to that part of the audience where the prior 
* was feated) when we fee a fox painted preaching in 2 
“© friar’s no body imagines that a fox is meant, but 
* that craft and hypocrify are defcribed, which are fo 
“ often found difguifed in that garb.”"——~This pointed 
ridicule expofed the poor prior to the laughter and con- 
tempt of body; and, though we do not approve of 
humer or drollery in fuch places; and upon fuch folemn 
occafions, as the profeffed worthip of God, yet certain! 
he deferved it. And it is probable, Mr. Latimer imfelt 
thought this levity unbecoming : For when one Venctus, a 
foreigner, not long after; attacked him again upon the fame 
fabjett, and in a manner the moft {currilous and proe 
voking, we find him ufing a graver ftrain. He anfwers, 
Tike a tcholar, what is worth anfwering, and, like a man 
of fenfe, leaves the abfurd part to confute itfelf, Whe» 
ther he ridiculed, however, or reafoned; with fo much 
of the fpirit of true oratory, confidering the times, were 
his harangues animated, that they feldom failed of their 
intended effect: His raillery fhut up friar Buckingham 
within his monaftry; and his arguments drove Venetus 
from the univerfity. 

Thefe advantages increafed the credit of the proteftant 
party in Cambridge, of which Bilney and Latimer were at 
the head, The mecknefs, gravity, and unaffedted piety 
of the former, and the chearfulnefs, good-humour, and 
eloquence of the latter, wrought much upon the junior 
ftudents, 

Thefe things greatly alarmed the popith clergy: Of. 
this fore were all’ the of colleges, and indeed the 
fenior part of the univerfity, Frequent convocations 
were held, tutors were admonifhed to have a ftri& eye 
over their pupils, and academical cenfures of all kinds 
were infli@ed. But academical cenfures were found in- 
fufficient. Mr. Latimer continued to preach, and herefj 
(as they called it) to.{pread. The heads of the popii 
party applied to the bithop of Ely, as their diocefan; but 
that prelate was not aman for their purpofe; he was a 
papitt indeed, but moderate. He came ta rail 
: WEEDS, 
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however} examined the fiate of religion; and, at theif 
intreaty, Breached againgt heretics ; but he would do no« 
thing farcher:, Only indeed he filenced Mr. Latimer: 
This occurred in the year 1529. But it gave no‘gteat 
check to the Refurmers. There was at that time a pro- 
teftant prior in Cambridge; Dr. Barnes*, of the Auftine 
Friars: Hig monaftry was exempt from epifcopal jurif- 
diGion, atid being great admirer of Mr. Latimer, he 
boldly licenfed him to preach there. Hither his party 
followed him; and the late oppofition having greatly 
excited the ciriofity of the people; the friars-chapel was 
foon incapable of conteining the crouds that attended: 
Among others; it is retharkable that the aforefaid bithop 
of Ely was often one of his hearers, and had the inges 
nuoufnels to declare, that Mr. Latimer was one of the 
beft preachers he had ever heard, and that he wifhed, he 
had the fame grace and abilities for himfelf. 

The credit to the proteftant caufe, which our preacher 
had thus gained in the pulpit, he meintained by a holy 
Jife out of it. Mr. Bilney and he did not fatisfy them+ 
felves with acting unexceptionably, but were daily giving 
inftances of inefs, which malice could not feandalines 
nor envy mifinterpret. They vifited the prifoners, res 
lieved the poor, and fed the hungry. They were always 
topes concerting their fchemes. “The place where they 
‘tufed to walk, was long afterwards known by the name of 
the Hereties-Hill. Cambridge, at that time, was full of 
their good works; their charities to the poor, and friendly 
vifits to the fick and unhappy, were common topics of 
difcourfe. 

But thefe ferved only to increafe the heat of perfecu- 
tion from their adverfaries. Impotent themfelves; and 
finding their diocefan cither unable or unwilling to work 
their purpofes, they determined upon an appea) to the 
higher powers; and heavy complaints were carried to 
court of the increafe of herefy, not without formal depo- 
fitions againft the principal abettors of it. 

The principal perfons, at this time concerned in eccle- 
fiaftical affairs, were cardinal Woifey, Warham, archbifhop 
of Canterbury, and Tunflal, bifhop of London; and as 
Henry VIL. was now in expedtation of having the bufi- 
nefs of his divarce ended in 2 regular way at Rome, he 
was carcful to obfirve all forms of civility with the 

* We have mentioned this excellent perfon in the fife of Luther, 
p-224. He loved the truth, and fuffered for it with great boldnefe 
and eonftencys 
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‘The cardinal therefore eredted a court, confifting 
of bifhops, divines, and canonifts, to put the laws ig 
execution againft herefy: Of this court Zun/fal was made 
prefident; and Bilacy, Latimer, and one or two more, 
were calicd before him. Bilney was confidered as the 
heréfiarch, and again him chiefly the rigor of the court 
was levelled, and they fycceeded fo fay that he was pre- 
vailed upon to recant; agcordingly he bore his faggot (a 
token of recantation and penance), and was difmiffed, 
As for Mr, Latimer, and the reft, they had eafier terms. 
Tunflal omitted no opportunities of fhewing mercy, and 
was dextroys in finding them, The heretics, upon their 
difmiffion, returned to Cambridge, where they were re- 
ceived with open arms their friends, “Amidft this 
mutyal joy, Bilney alone unafteéted ; he fhunned 
the fight of his acquaintance, and received their congra~ 
tulations with confufion and blushes. ‘In fhort, he was 
ftruck with remorfe for what he had done, grew melan- 
choly, and after leading a life for two years in all the 
feverity of an afcetic, he refolved (as we have feen above) 
to acknowledge the truth unto death, 
Bilney’s {i rings, far from thocking the Reformation 
it Cambridge, infpired the leaders of it with new courage, 
t. Latimer began now to exert himfelf more than he 
had yet done, and fucceeded to that credit, which Mr, 
Bilney had fo long fupported. He conftantly preached in 
Dr. Barnes's church, and affifted him in the difcharge of 
his paftoral duty. Among other inftances of his zeal and 
iefolution, he gave one which was indeed yery remarkable: 
He had the courage to write to the king againft a proclar 
mation then juit publifhed, forbidding the ufe of the bible 
in Englifs, and other books on religious fubjedte. He 
had preached before his majefty once or twice at Windjor, 
and had heen taken notice of by him in a more affable 
Wanner, than that monarch fully indulged towards his 
fubjeéts, But whatever hopes of preferment his fove~ 
reign’s favor might have raifed in him, he chofe to put 
all to the hazad, rather than omit what he thought his 
duty. He was generally confidered as one of the moi 
eminent of thofe, who favored proteftantifm ; and therey 
fore thought it became him to be one of the moft for- 
ward in oppofing popery. His letter is the picture of an 
boneft and fincere heart; it was chiefly intended to point 
to the king the bad intention of the bifhops in procuring 
the proclamation, and concluded in thefe terms: “ Ac 
S€ cept, gracious fovercign, without difpleafure, artnet 
: ave, 
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§ have written; I thought it my duty to mention theft 
*€ things to your majelty. No perfonal quarrel, as God 
“ Suall judge me, have I with any man; I wanted only 
© to induce your majefty to der well what kind of 
“* perfons you have sbout you, and the ends for which 
< they counfel. Indeed, wince, many of them, 
“© or they are much Tandered, ave very private ends. 
God grant majefty may fee through all the de- 
§¢ figns of evil men, and be in all things ual to the 
5 high office with which you are intrufted. herefore, 
“* gracious king, remember yourfelf, have pity upon 
“ your own foul, and think that the day is at hand, 
"¢ when you thal) give account of your office, and of 
$6 the blood that hath been thed by your fword: In the 
§* which day, that your grace may Rtedfaftly, and 
*© not be afhamed, but be clear and ready in your reckon~ 
“§ ing, and have your pardon fealed with the blood of 
*€ our Saviour Chri, which alone ferveth at that day, is 
“© my daily prayer to Him, who fuffered death for our 
« fins. The Spirit of God preferve you !” 

Though the influence of the popith party then pres 
vailed fo far, that this letter produced no effect: Yet the 
king, no way difpleafed, received it not only with tem- 

r, but with great condefcenfion, gracioufly thanking 

im for his well-intended advice. The king ioved fin- 
cerity and opennefs 3 and Mr. Latimer’s plain and fimple 
manner had before made 2 favorable impreffion upon him, 
which this letter contributed not a little to ftrengthen 5 
and the part be acted in promoting the eftablifhment of 
the king’s fupremacy, in 15355 rivetted him in the royal 
favor. Dr. Butts, the king’s phyfician, being {ent to 
Cambridge on that occafion, and upon the affir of the 
king’s divorce, began Seoediaiely 0 pay his court to the 
proteftant party, from whom king expedted moft 
unanimity in his favor. Among the firft, he made his 
application to Mr. Latimer, 2s a perfon mott likely to 
ferve him; begging that he would collec the opinions 
of his friends in the cafe, and do his utmoft to bring 
over thofe of moft eminence, who were ftill inclined to 
the papacy. Mr. Latimer, being a thorough fricnd to 
the caufe he was to folicit, undertook it with his ufual 
zeal, and difcharged himfelf fo much to the fatisfaction 
of the doétor, that, when that gentleman returned to 
court, he took Mr. Latimer along with him, in the 
defign, no doubt, of procusing him a proper confis 
aeration, : 

About 
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‘About this time a perfon was rifing into power, who 
his chief friend and patron—the lord Cromwell, 
awho, being a friend to the Reformation, encouraged of 
courte Tach churchmen, as moft inclined towards it. 
Among thofe was Mr. Latimer, for whom his patron very 
foon obtained the benefice of W2/-Kingston, in Wiltfire, 
whither he refolved, as foen as podiitle, to repair, and 
keep 2 conftant refidence. His friend Dr. Butts, furs 
prized at this refolution, did what he could to diffuade 
him from it: ‘ You are deferting, faid he, the faireft op- 
* portunities of making your fortune: The prime minifter 
* intends this only as an earneft of his future favours, and 
* will certainly in time do great things for you. But it 
* is the manner of courts to confider them as provided 
© for, who feem to be fatisfied; and, take my word for 
* it, an abfent claimant ftands but a poor chance amony 
“ rivals, who have the advantage of being prefent.’ Thus 
the old courtier advifed. But thefe arguments had no 
weight. He was heartily tired of the court, where he faw 
fo much debauchery and irreligion, without being able 
to oppofe them; having neither authority nor talents, 
he thought, to reclaim the t. The great defign, 
however, of lord Cremwell and Dr. Butts in procuring La» 
timer this provifion was, to encourage him in aftftin, 
them by his oratory among the people, in their bufine! 
of rendering the king’s fupremacy and divorce acceptable 
tothe public. He was then the moft diligent and popular 
preacher in the Eingtom, snd they withed for the exercife 
of his talents in and about Londen. But Latimer’s views 
‘were of another kind. He thirfted for the falvation of 
fouls; and, next to that confideration, he wifhed to retire 
from the buftle of a court, where he had with the deepeft 
concern beheld every vice triumphant, and malice, envy, 
detraction, and vanity, carrying all before them, 

He left the palace, the: , and entered immediately 
upon the duties of his parifh. Nor was he {fatisfied 
ewithin thofe limits; he extended his labors throughout 
the county, where he obferved the paftoral care moft neg- 
JeGed, having for that purpofe obtained a general licence 
from the univerfity of Cambridge. As his menner of 
Preaching was very popular in thofe times, the pulpie 
‘every where were gladly opened for him; and at aif, 
‘where he often preached, he w2s much countenanced by 
the magiftrates. But this reputation was too much for 
the popith clergy to fuffer ; and their oppofition firit broke 
out at Brifel. The mayor bad appointed him to preach 
: 3 
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there on Eaffer-day. Public notice had been given, and 
all people were pleafed; when fuddenly there came out 
an order from the bifhop, prohibiting any one to preach 
there without his licence. ‘The clergy of the place waited 
upon Mr. Latimer, informed him of the bdifhop’s order, 
and, knowing that he had no fuch licence, ‘ were ex- 
* tremely forry, that they were, by that means, deprived 
* of the pleafure of hearing an excellent difcourfe from 
© him.’ Mr, Latimer received their compliment with a 
fmile; for he bad been apprized of the affair, and well 
knew, that thefe were the very perfons who had written 
to the bithop againft him. 

Their oppotion became afterwards more public; the 
pulpits were made ule of to fpread their invectives again 

jim, and fuch liberties were taken with his charaéter, that 
he thought it neceflary to juftify himfelf, and accordingly 
called upon his maligners to accufe him publicly befere 
the mayor of Brifal: And, with all men of candor, he 
was juftified; for when chat magiftrate convened both 
parties, and put the accufers upon producing legal proof 
of what they had faid, nothing of that kind appeared; 
but the whole accufation was left to reft upon the un- 
certain evidence of fome hearfay information. 

His enemies however were not thus filenced. The 
party againft him became daily ftronger, and more in- 
flamed. It confifted, in genera of the country priefts in 
thofe parts, headed by fome divines of more eminence. 
‘Thefe perfons, after mature deliberation, drew up articles 
againft him, extracted chiefly from his fermons; in which 
he was charged with {peaking lightly of ‘the worthip of 
** faints ;” with faying, ‘‘ there was no material fire in 
* hell,” and that “ he would rather be in purgatory 
“* than in Lellard’s tower.” This charge being laid be- 
fore the bithop of Londen, that prelate cited Mr. Latimer 
to appear before him; and, when he appealed to his own 
ordinary, a citation was obtained out of Warham's (the 
archbithop’s) court, where the bithop of Londen and fome 
other bifhops were commiffioned to examine bim. 

An archiepifcopal citation brought him neceffarily te 
acompliance, His friends would have had him dy from 
it; but their perfuafions were in vain. He fet out for 
London in the depth of winter, and under a fevere fit of 
the ftone and cholic, and in the fixty-fixth year of his 
age; but he was more diftrefled at the thoughts of leavin, 
his parifh expofed'to the popith clergy, who he feare 
might undo in his abfence and detention, what pn had 
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hitherto done. On his arrival 2t London, 2 court of 
Dbithops and canonifts were ready to receive him; where, 
inftead of being examined, as he expected, about his 
fermons, 2 paper was put inte his hands, which he was 
ordered to fubfcribe, declaring his belief in the efficacy 
of maffes for the fouls in purgatory, of praycrs to the 
dead faints, of pilgrimages to their fepulchres and relics, 
the pope’s power to forgive fins, the doctrine of merit, 
the feven facraments, and the worthip of images: And, 
when he refufed to fign it, the archbithop, with a frown, 

he would confider what he did, ‘We intend not, 
* fays he, Mr. Latimer, to be hard upon you; we difmifs 
* you for the prefent ; take a copy of the articles, examine 
“ them carefully, and God it that, at our next meet- 
© ing, we may find each in better temper.” The 
next and feveral fucceeding meetings, the fame fcene was 
aGted over again. He continued inflexible; and they con- 
tinued to diftrefs him,: Three times every weck they 
regularly fent for him, with a view either to draw fome~ 
thing from him by captious queftions, or to teize him at 
length into compliance. Of one of thefe examinations 
he gives us the following account: ** I was brought out, 
*© fays he, to be examined in the fame chamber as be- 
S* fore; but, at this time, it was fomewhat altered: For, 
© whereas, before, there was a fire in the chimney, now 
“the fire was taken away, and an arras hanged over the 
“© chimney, and the table ftood near the chimney’s end. 
«* There was, among thefe bifhops that examined me, one 
‘© with whom I have been very familiar, and whom I took 
*© for my great friend, an aged man, and he fat next the 
$* table-end. Then, among other queftions, he put forth 
*< one, a very fubtle and crafty once; and when I fhould 
“ make anfwer: ‘I p Rie Mr. Latimer, faid he, 
£ fpeak out, I am very thi of hearing, and there be 
© many that fit far off.’ I marvelied at this, that I was 
bee bidden to fpeak out, and to mifdeem, and gave 
* an ear to the chimney; and there I heard a pen plainly 
§© feratching behind the cloth.—They had appointed one 
* there to write all my anfwers, that I thould not ftart 
«<< from them. God was my Lord, and gave me 
£ anfwers; I could never elfe have efcaped them.” At 
length he was tired out with fuch ufage; and, when he 
was next fummoned, inftead of going himfelf, he fent a 
letter to the archbifhop; in which, with great freedom, 
he tells him, that the treatment he had of Jate met with, 
had fretted him into fuch a diforder, as rendered him unfit 
, g3D2 to 
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to attend that day—that, in the mean fine, be ot nee 
help taking this opportunity to expoftulate with his 

for detaining him fo long ‘fom the difcharge of his duty— 
that it feemed to him moft unaccountable, that they, wha 
never preached themfelves, fhould hinder others—that, 
as for their examination of him, he really could not 
imagine what they aimed at; they pretended one thing 
in the beginning, and another in the progrefs—that, 1 
his fermons were what gave offence, which he perfuaded 
himfelf were. neither contrary to the truth, nor to ang 
eanon of the church, he was ready to anfwer whatever 
might be thought exceptionable in them—that he withed 
a little more regard might be had to the judgement of 
the people; and that a diftinétion might be made between, 
the ordinances of God and man—that if fome abufes in 
religion did prevail, as was then commonly fuppofed, he 
thought Preaching was the beft means to difcountenance 
them—that he wifhed al} paftors might be obliged to per 
form their duty; but that, however, liberty might be 
given to thofe who were willing—that, as for the articles 
propofed to him, he begged to be excufed from fubfcribing 
them ; while he lived, he never would abet fuperftition ; 
and that, laftly, he hoped the archbifhop would excufe 
what he had written—he knew his duty to his fuperiors, 
and would praétife it; but, in that cafe, he thought a 
Stronger obligation laid upon him. 

The bifhops ftill continued their perfecution, til! their 
{chemes were fruftrated by an unexpected band. The 
king being infotmed, probably by lord Cremwell's 
means, of Mr. Latimer’s ill ufagey interpofed in his be+ 
half, and refcued him out of the hands of his enemies, 
A figure’ of fo much fimplicity, and fuch an apoftolie 
appearance as his at court, did not fail to ftrike queen 

lan Boleyn, who was the favorite wife of ) and a 
great friend to the reformed religion. This unfortunate 
queen mentioned him to her friends, as a perfon, in her 
pinion, as well qualified, as any fhe had feen, to forward 
the Reformation} the principles of which the had imbibed 
from her youth. Lord Creswell raifed our preacher ftill 
higher in her efteem, and they both jained in an earneft 
yecommendation of him for-a bifhopric to the king, who, 
remembering probably the fincerity of his letter to him, 
did not want much folicitation in his favor. It hap 
that the fees of Wercsfer and Solifoury were at that time 
vacant, by the deprivation of Ghinuccit and Campegis, 
two Jialian bithops, who fell under the king's difpleafure, 
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his rupture with The former of thefe war 
Weered. to Leiner | and,” o be hed bean at au ine te 
procure this promotion, he looked upon it as he week, 
of providence, apd ac it without much perfuafion, 
Tadeed he had met with fo rough a check already, a» 
@ private clergyman, Baad fore him fo pape ally 
rofpect in his ol ion, that he thor it neceflary, 
fout for his own fafety, and for the ike of bing of more 
es ree aaa agg ecter nt his 
quifition age ant power, ingly, his 
snensire were difconcerted in their petrit mire 
timer being out of their power, they quitte h 
of moleftation for the prefent,” id sae 

All the hiftorians of thefe times mention him as a pers 
fon remarkably zealous in the difcharge of his new office, 
and tell us, that, in overlooking the clergy of his diacefe, 
he was uncommonly active, warm and refolute, and pre+ 
fided in his ecclefiaftical court in the fame fpirit. In 
rains, he was frequent and inipable in ordaining 

ri wary; in preaching indefatigable ; in repravi: 
and exhorting fevere and perfuafive. “Thus far he could 
aé with authority; but in other things he found himfelf 
under difficulties. The popith ceremonies pre him great 
offence ; and he neither a, in times fo dangerous and 
tied, lay them entirely afide, nor, an the ather hand, 
was he willing entirely to retain them. In this dilemma, 
his addrefs was admirable; he inquired into their origin, 
and.when he found any af them, a8 fome were, derived 
from a good meaning, he took care to inculcate their 
original, though ietelt # corruption, in the room of s 
more corrupt praftice, Thus, he put the people in mind, 
when holy bread and water were diftribyred, that thefe 
elements, which had long been thought endowed with a 
Kind of magical influence, were nothing more than ap~ 
idages to the two facraments of the Lord’s Supper and 
Bape fm. The former, he faid, reminded us of Cbrif’s 
death; and the latter was only a fimple reprefentation of 
being purified from fin. By thus reducing popery to its 
firt principles, he improved in fome meafure, a bad ftock, 
by lopping from it fome fruitlefs excrefcenfes. 

While his endeavors to reform were thus confined to 
his diocefe, he was called upon to exert them in a more 
public manner, by a fummons to parliament and convo~ 
cation, in 1536. “This feffion was thought a crifis by the 
proteftant party; at the head of which ftood the lord 
Cromwell, whole favor with the king was now in its me 
: ridiany 
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Tidian. Next to him in power was Cranmer, archbifhop’ 
of Canterbury, after whom our bifhop of Wercefter was the 
moft confiderable man; to whom were added the bifhops 
of Ely, Rechefter, Hereford, Salifbury, and St. David's, 
On the other hand, the popifh party was headed by Lee, 
archbii of York, Carder, Soaked , and Tuaftal, bi- 
hops of Winchefter, London, and ‘Darkom. 

: The convocation was opened on the ninth of Fune, and, 
as ufual, by a fermon, or rather an oration, fpoken at 
the appointment of Cranmer by our good bifhop ‘of Wor- 
esfter, whofe eloquence was at this time every where fa- 
mous, Many warm debates pafied in this aflembly, the 
refult whereof was, that four facraments out of the feven 
were concluded to be infignificant. But, as the bifhop 
of Worcefter made no figure in them, for debating was not 
his talent; it is befide the purpofe of this memoir to enter 
into a detail of the feveral tranfattions of it. We fhall 
only add, that an animated attempt was at this time made 
to get him and Cromwell ftigmatized by fome public cen- 
fure; but they were too eftablithed to fear any open 
attack from their enemies. 

In the mean while, the bithop of Worcefer, highly fa- 
tisfied with the profpe@ of the times, repaired to his 
diocefe, having made no longer ftay in London than was 
abfolutely neceffary. He had no talents, and he knew he 
had none, for ftate affairs; and therefore he meddled not 
with them. Ie is upon that account, that bifhop Burnet 
fpeaks in a very flight manner of his public charaGter at 
this time: But it is certain, that he never defired to ap- 
pear in any public charaGer at all. His whole ambition 
‘was to difcharge the paftoral functions of a bifhop, neither 
aiming to difpley the abilities of a ftatefman, nor thofe of 
a courtier. How very unqualified he was to fupport the 
Yatter of the charaGters, will fufficiently appear from the 
following ftory.—It was the cuftom in thofe days for the 

* bifbops to make prefents to the king on new-ycar’s-day, 
and many of them would prefent very liberally, propor- 
Soning i gifs to their expectancies. Among the reft, 
the bithop of Worcefter, being at this timcin town, waited 
upon the king with his offering; but, inftead of a purfe 
of gold, .which was the common oblation, he prefented 2 
New Teftament, with a leaf doubled down, ina very 
confpicuous manner, to this paflage: Wioremongers and 
adulterers God will judge. 

Henry VIII. made as little ufe of a good judgement, 
as any man ever did, His whole reign was one continued 
a? pp sotation 
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Fotation of violent paffions, which rendered him a mere 
machine in the hands of his minifters; and he amon 
them, who could make the moft artful addrefs to the paf- 
fion of the day, carried his point. Gardiner, bithop of 
Winchefter, was juft returned from Germany, having fuc- 
cefsfully negotiated fome commiffions, which the king 
had greatly at heart. In 1539, when the parliament was 
called to confirm the feizure and furrendry of the mo- 
nafteries, that {ubtle minifter took his opportunity, and 
fucceeded in prevailing upon his majefty to do fomething 
towards reftoring the old religion, as being moft advan 
fageous for his views in the prefent fituation of Europe. - 
in this ftate of affairs, the bithop of Worce/fer received 
his fummons to parliament, and, foon after his arrival im 
town, he was accufed before the king of preaching a fe~ 
ditious fermon. The fermon was preached at court ; and 
the preacher, according to his cuftom, had been unquef~ 
tionably fevere enough (or rather confcientioufly faithful 
aguinft whatever he obferved amifs. The king had calle 
together feveral bifhops, with a view to confult them 
upon fome points of religion. When they had all given 
their opinions, and were about to be difmiiled, the bifhop 
of Winchefter (for it was moft probably he) kneeled down 
and accufed the bifhop of Worce/fer as above mentioned. 
The bifhop being called upon by the king, with fome 
Rternnefs, to vindicate himflf, was fo far from denyingy 
or even palliating, what he had faid, that he boldly juf~ 
tified it; and turning to the king, with that noble un- 
concern, which a good confcience infpires, made this 
anfwer: «I never thought myfelf worthy, nor did I ever’ 
S© fue to be a preacher before your grace ; but I was called 
‘© to it, and would be willing, if you miflike it, to give 
“© place to my betters; for I grant there be a great many 
‘© more worthy of the room, than lam, And if it be 
“© your grace’s pleafure to allow them for preachers, I 
‘ could be content to bear their books after them, But 
“< if your grace allow me for a preacher, [ would defire 
«© you to give me leave to difcharge my confcience, and 
“¢ to frame my doétrine, according to my audience. I 
“* had beena very dolt indeed, to have preached fq at the 
“ borders of your realm, as I preach before your grace.” 
The greatnefs of this anfwer baffled his accufer’s malices 
the feverity of the king’s countenance changed into a 
gracious fmile, and the bifhop was difmiffed with that 
obligin freedom, which this monarch never ufed but te 
thofe whom he eftecamed. _ “ : r Ei 
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In the 1548, the bible wes publithed, by the royal 
authority: in Bae and 2s our bifhop hi preached 
‘up the neceffity of = tranflation in the vulgar tongue, we 
may juftly conclude, he had no little hand in it, The 
king commiffioned only Grafton the ptinter to print it, 
and he printed fifteen hundred of them at his own charge 5 
and the king by proclamation, according to the advice of 
zrchbihop ji aks and alfo of Latimer, allowed every 
‘one to read it. Crontwell procured this great privilege 3 
and ‘ Cranmer publicly rejoiced to fee this day of Refor- 
< mation, which he concluded was rifen now in England, 
* fince the light of God’s word did fhine over it without 
* any cloud.” This he declared in a letter to Cromwell. 
Latimer was a true bifhop indeed! for he not only 
preached the gofpel of Chriff faithfully and diligently, but 
the watched over his diocefe, and took care, if poffible, to 
right all thofe poor perfons who were impofed upon or 
hardly ufed by their great and wealthy overbearing neigh- 
‘bors, It feems, fays Fox, there lived a certain gentles 
mean in Warwickfire, in that part of it which lies within 
the diocefe of Worcefter, who had wronged a poor man 
tris_neighbor, though he had kept within the literal 
fenfe of the law. The gentlemen had a large eftate in the 
county, and his brother was alfo in the commiffion of 
the peace; and thefe two over-awed and cowed the whole 
neighborhood, for many miles round. The poor man, 
not knowing what to do, at length applied to his own 
diocefan, told him the whole ftory, a the manner in 
which he was oppreffed. Latimtr heard, pitied the poor 
man’s cafe, and promifed him he would, if poffible, fee 
him redreffed, Whereupon Lotimer wrote a very’ long 
fetter to the parties, reproved them fharply for the injury 
‘they had done the-man, and required them fpeedily to do 
him juftice, They replied to the bifhop, and told him; 
They had done only whzt was right, and would abide 
by it: That as for the fufferer the lew was open; and 
as for his lordihip, they could not but think he inter- 
fered very impertinently in an affair which did not con- 
cern him.’ Letiner never efpoufed a caufe but he 
‘would go through with it ; and therefore, finding that the 
gentlemen did not proceed readily-to right his client, as 
‘we ‘may call the poor man, he fent them a fecond letter, 
acquainting them in few words: “* That if the caufe of 
“ complaint was not forthwith removed, he certain! 
st ld himfelf lay the whole affair before the king.” 
This Latimer certainly would have done, (as he was then 
going 
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pons to Landen on the following occafion) if he had not 
prevented, by their making the poor man that re- 
ftitution and fatisfa&tion he required. 

As Latimer was the champion of the doétrine of the 
king’s fupremacy; he was, about this time, fent for to 
Londons in order to reclaim one Forrsf, an obfervant 
friar, who had denied the king’s fupremacy, and alfo the 
gofpel. Latimer did all that lay in his power; and ftudied 
every way he could imagine to caufe the friar to recant 
for, it feems, Henry had, till he denied his fupremacy, a 
very great refpe& for him. However, Forref could not 
by any arguments or perfuafions be induced to recant, 
and therefore the day came when he was to be put to 
death in Rnlsbfale, ‘The lords of the council came thi- 
ther, on the day, to offer Forref his pardon, if he would 
abjure. Latimer alfo, on this occafion, preached a fermon, 
‘wherein he endeavored to confute his errors, and begged 
of him to recant; but he continued ftill in his former 
opinions. He was hanged to the ftake with a great chain 

ut his middle, and fo was burnt. 

About this time Latimer, er with eightecn other 
bifhops, all that were then in England, drew up and 

a declaration againft the pope’s ecclefiaftical jurif- 

diétion, which concludes with thefe words: * That the 
* people ought to be inftruéted, that Chri/ did exprefsly 
* forbid his apoftles or their fucceffors to take to them- 
* felves the power of the fword, or the authority of 
* kings; and that if the bifhop of Rome, or any other 
bithop, affumed fuch power, he was a tyrant and ant 
ufurper of other men’s rights, and a fubverter of the 
kingdom of Cérift.’ 
, Soon after another declaration was drawn up and figned 
by our bifhop and feven others, to thew, ‘ ‘That, by the 
commifiion which Chrift gave to churchmen, they were 
only minifters of his gofpel, to inftruét the people in 
the purity of the faith: But that, by other places of 
feripture, the authority of Chriftian princes, over all 
their fubjeéts, as well bifhops and priefts, as others, 
was alfo clear, And that the bishops and priefts have 
charge of fouls within their cures; power to adminitter 
facraments, and to teach the word of God: Ts the 
which word of God, Chriftian princes acknowledge 
themfelves fubjeét; and that in cafe the bifhops be neg- 
ligent, it is the Chriftian prince’s office to fee them ao 
their duty? 
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This year alfo the priory of Great Malverne (now 
written Malverin major in Eon) in Worcefterpiire, was 
fupprefled. At the fuppreffion, Letimer with an carneft 
deive recommended to Cromwell, who was the king’s vicar- 

eneral, that that houfe might ftand, not in-monkery, but 
fo as to be converted to preaching, ftudy and prayer. 
And the good prior was willing to compound for his 
houfe by a prefent of five hundred marks to the king, and 
of two hundred to Cromwell, He is commended for being 
an old worthy man, 2 good houfe-kecper, and one that 
daily fed many poor people, To this Latimer adds, his 
farther defire and recommendation to the vicar-general, 
«© Alas, my good Lord! fhall we not fee two or three in 
* every fhire, changed to fuch remedy.” He withed, 
but in vain; the monaftries were diflolved, and the mone) 

mifapplied. Indeed Cranmer and Latimer wanted their 
lands and riches to be applied to found feminaries in every 
cathedral, for the traning up youth for the miniftry, 
under the eye and tuition of every bifhop, to be tran{ 

awe into the feveral cures in each diocefe as occafion 
ferved. 

In this parliament paffed the famous a€, as it was cal- 
Ted, of the fix articles; which wes uo fooner publifhed, 
than it gave an univerfal alarm io all favorers of the Re+ 
formation® ; and, as the bithop cf Worcefer could not 
give his vote for the act, he thought it wrong to hold any 
office in 2 church, where fuch terms of communion were 
required. He therefore refigncd his bifhoprict, and re- 
tired into the country, where he refided during the heat 
of that perfecution which followed upon this a&; and 
thought of nothing for the remainder of his days but a- 
fequucftered life. He knew the ftorm, which was up, could 
not foon be appeafed, and he had no inclination to truit 
himfelf in it, But, in the midit of his fecurity, ‘an un- 
happy accident carried him again into the tempeftuous 


* Thefe articles were, x. In the facrament of the altar, after the 
confecration, these remains no fubitance of bread and wine, hut the 
natural body and blo of Chri. 1. Vows of chaltity aught to be 
obferved, 4. ‘The ule of private maffes is to he continued. 4. Com- 
munion in both kinds is not ncceffary. 5. Priefts mut not marry. 
6. Auricular corfeffion is to be retained in the church. 

+ Kt is related of him, that when he came from the parliament- 
houte to his lodgings, he threw off his robes, and leaping up, declared 
to thofe who ftood about iim, that he thought himielt lighter than 
ere ie found Birnie eter, ‘The ftory is not unlikely, as it is much 
in charaéter 5 3 vein uf pleafantry and good humou; accompanying the 
aaoft ferious a&tions uf his fe.” ee 
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aweather that was abroad. He received a bruife by the fall 
of a tree, and the contufion was fo dangerous, that he 
was obliged to feek out for better aififtance than could be 
afforded him by the unfkilful furgeons of thofe parts. 
With this view he repaired to London; where be had the 
forrow to fee the fall of his patron, the lord Cromwell ; 
@ lofs which he was foon made fenfible of. Gardiner’s 
emiffaries quickly found him out in his concealment, and 
Something, that fomebody had fomewhere heard him fay againtt 
the fix articles, being alledged againft him, he was fent 
to the tower; where, without any judicial examination, 
he fuffered, through one pretence or another, 2 cruel im- 
prifonment for the remaining fix years of king Henry's 
reign, 

lc was now in the feventy-firft year of his age. Here 
Latimer was confined, together with the bifhop of Chichef~ 
der, but not fo ftriatly as that his friends might not come 
and fee, and converts with him. Neither Henry, nor 
Gardiner, had any defign on his life; but the king had 
done with him, that is to fay, Latimer had ferved his 
majefy’s purpofe in eftablifhing the grand and fundamen~ 
tal doctrine of his fupremacy in England over all perfons 
as well ecclefiaftical as civil; and this prince was of fo 
ungrateful a temper that he cared not afterwards for the 
man who had faithfully ferved him; and this doth moft 
flagrantly appear in his beheading Sir Thomas Mare, his 
cruel ufage of Wolfey, and his barbarous, illegal and unjuft 
treatment of Cromwell. 

Our good bithop therefore, confidering the difpofition 
of king Henry, had mild ufage; but here he lived him-~ 
Telf, he fays, ** in the daily expectation of being called 
‘© to be put to death, becaufe at this time there was held 
“€ a feffion in Newgate once three weeks, and exe- 
“¢ cutions were as frequent.” ‘This he tells ys-in his 
fourth fermon preached before king Edward VI, at which 
time he begs of the king, that as there was then no par- 
ticular perfon, as he whom we now call ordinary, to 
inftru€t and pray with the unhappy criminals, there might 
be fome one appointed thereto of learning and diligence; 
for, continues he, ‘* many of them are caft away for 
* want of inftru@tion, and die in mifery for lack of 
“© preaching.” And on this occafion, and in this reign, 
a chaplain was appointed to do the abovementioned duties; 
and therefore it may juftly be concluded, that this office 
was conftituted purfuant to his advice, 
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In the difcharge of his epifeopal duty, we gre told by. 
the hiftorians of this tice that he was remarkably by 
cxemplarily zealous, He was a right bifhop, a Paul, a 
Timothy, a Titus, and 23 fuch he continually overlooked 
his clergy, exciting them to perform the duties of their 
fundtions, and he took care, at leaft, to oblige them to 
a legal performance of preaching, adminiftration of the 
facraments, vifitation of the fick and prifoners, &c.— 
‘There was no part of his diocefe but he vifited, not ina 
fuperficial and _cuftomary manner, but rather in the pri- 
mitive and a lic mode. With the fame refalution. he 
prefided in his own courts, and he either rooted out fuch 
crimes as were there cognizable, or drove them into holes 
and corners, He never ordained any perfon to the facred 
offices, but fuch as he examined himfelf, and knew ta 
pe duly qualified. 

Immediately upon the change of goyernment under king 
Edward V1. he and all others, who were imprifoned in 
the fame caufe, were fet at liberty; and bithop Latimer, 
whofe old friends were now in power, was received by 
them with every mark eee aa he would ie 
found no difficulty in diff ing Heath, in every re 
an infignificant ans who had Tucceeded to his bithopric: 
But he had other fentiments; he neither would make fuit 
himieif, nor fuifer his friends to make any for his refto- 
ration. However, this was done by the parliament, who, 
aftey fettling the national concerns, fent up an addrefs 
to the protector to reftorc him. The protector was ver 
weil inclined, and propofed the refumption to Mr. Lati- 
ger, as 2 point which he had very much at heart; but 
Latimer perfevered in the negative, alledging his great 
age, and the claim he had from thence to a private life. 
And it may be readily believed, that no man ever faid 
Nols epifecpari, with more fincerity. 

Having thus rid bimfelf of all entreaty on this head, 
he accepted an invitation from his friend archbifhop Cran- 
mer, and took up his refidence at Lambeth, where he led 
avery retired life, being chiefly employed in hearing the 
coipplaints and redreffing the injuries of poor people. 
And indeed his charater, for fervices of this kind, was 
fq univerfaily known, that ftrangers from every part of 
England would refort to him; fo that he had as crouded 
a levce a8.a minifter of ftate. And fure no one was better 

ualified. to. undertake the office of redreffing injuries : 
lis free reproofs, joined to the integrity of his life, had 
# geeat effet upon thofe in the higheft ftations; while 
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his own independence and backwardnefs of afking any 
favor for himfelf, allowed him greater liberty in atking 
for others. 

In thefe employments }e {pent more than two years, 
interfering as little as pcffible in any public tranfa@ion, 
only he affifted the archbifhop in compofing the homilics 
which were fet forth by authority in the firft year of king 
Edward: He was alfo apgointed to preach the Tene fermons 
before his majefty; whica office he performed during the 
three firft years of his reign, 

As to his fermons, which are ftill extant, they are in- 
deed far enough from beng exact pieces of compofition s 
yet his fimplicity and bw familiarity, his humor and 
gibing drollery, were will adapted to the times; and his 
pratory, according to tie mode of eloquence at that 
day, was exceedingly popular. His 2€tion and manner of 
preaching too were very affecting; and no wonder, for 

e {poke immediately fron his heart. His abilities, how- 
‘ever, as an orator, made only the inferior part of his cha- 
radter as a preacher: Wat particularly recommends him 
is that noble and apoftolc zeal, which he exerts in the 
caufe of truth. 

But in the difcharge oF this duty a flander paffed upon 
him, which being taker up by a low hiftorian of thofe 
times, hath found its way into thefe. The matter of it 
is, that, after the lord ligh admiral’s attainder and exe- 
cution, which happenel about this time, he publicly 
defended his death in a ‘ermon before the king; that he 
afperfed his charaéter ; ind that he did it merely to pay 
a fervile compliment to the protector. The firft part of 
the charge is true; bui the fecond and third are falfe, 
As to his afperfing the almiral’s charactcr ; his character 
was fo bad, there was no room for afperfion: His trea, 
fonable praGtices too wer notorious, and though the pro- 
ceeding againft him by < bill in parliament, according to- 
the cuftom of thofe tines, may be deemed inequitable, 
yet he paid no more thm a due forfeit to the laws of his 
fountry. However, hii death occafioned great clamour, 
and was made ufe of by the lords of the oppofition (for 
he left a very diffatisficl party behind him) as a handle 
to raife a popular odinn againft the protector, for whom 
Mr. Latimer had always a high efteem. He was morti- 
fied, therefore, to fee {¢ invidious and bafe an oppofition, 
thwarting the fchemesof fo public-{pirited a man; and 
endeavored to leffen the odium, by fhewing the admiral’s 

ek: " "character 


338 LATIMER 


eharaGter in its truelight, from fome anecdotes not come 
monly known. 

Upon the reyoJution which jappened at court, after 
the ath of the duke of Scmerft, Latimer feems to have 
fetired into the country, nade ufe of the king’s 
licence as a general preacher is thofe parts, where he 
thought his labors might be moft ferviceable. He was 
thus employed during the remander of that reign, and 
continued in the fame courfe, for a fhort time, in the 
beginning of the next*; but asfoon as the introduction 
of popery was refolved on, the irft ftep towards it was 
the prohibition of ali preaching throughout the kingdom, 
and 2 licenfing only fuch as were known to he popifhly 
inclined. Accordingly, a ftri& inquiry was made after 
the more forward ular preachers; and many of 
them were taken into cuftady, ‘The bifhop of Winchefter, 
who was now prime minifter, hiving profcribed Mr. La- 
timer from the firft, fent a to cite him before the 
council, He had notice of this lefign, fome hours before 
the meffenger’s arrival; but he made no ufe of the in- 
telligence, The meflenger fourd him equipped for his 
journey; at which cxpreffing his furprize, Mr, Latimer 
told him, that he was as ready attend him to London, 
thus called upon to anfwer for hs faith, as he cver was 
to take any journcy in his life; and that he doubted not 
but that God, who had enabled him to ftand before two 
princes, would enable him to ftaid before a third, either 
to her comfort or difcomfort eternally. The meffenger 
then acquainting him, that he hal no orders to feize Fis 

erfon, delivered a letter, and departed. Hence fome 
Rave imagined, that the feerct ddign of thus ferving on 
him a citation was to drive him out of the kingdom, that 
fo they might get rid of him, ‘ left (fays Mr. Fox) his 
© firmnefs and conftancy fhould deface them in their po~ 
© pery, and confirm the godly ir the truth.” 


© Mr. Fox fags, that in alt king Eévard’s days, he travelled up 
and down, preaching for the moft part tvice every Sunday, to the no 
{mall thane of all other Joitering and uipreaching prelates, who oc- 
¢upy great rooms, and do litle + Ee took little eafe and care of 
fparing himfelf, to do the people good And notwithftanding his 
preat age, he would, in the puriuit of hit private ftudies, every morn~ 
ing, cammonly through winter and fummer, arife and moft diligently 
apply himfelf thereto. Atking Edevards death, which occurred on 
te finth oF July, 1553, Latimer wap in che country preaching there 
as opportunity and occafion led him; goin; about, in imitation of the 
apoftles, ftrengthening the people every where in the proteftant faith 
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Mr, Latimer, however, opening the letter, and finding 
it to contain a citation from the council, refolved to obey 
it. He fet out therefore immediately, and a$ he pafled 
through Smithfidd, where heretics were ufually burnt, he 
faid chearfully, “ Smithfield hath long groaned for me.” 
‘The next morning he waited upon the council, who, hav- 
ing treated him rudely, and loaded him with many fevere 
reproaches, fent him to the Tower. 

‘This was but a repetition of a former part of his life , 
only he sow met with harher treatment; and had more 
frequent occafion to excrcife his refignation, which per- 
haps few men poffeffed ina larger meafure; nays every 
the ufual chearfulnefs of hs difpofition did not now for+ 
fake him, of which we hare one inftance ftill remaining. 
A fervant leaving his apar:ment in the Zower, Mr. La= 
timer called after him, ans bade him tell his mafter, that 
unlefs he took better car of him, he would certainly 
efcape him. Upon this meffage, the lieutenant, wit! 
fome difcompofure in his countenance, came to Mr. La= 
timer, and defired an exphination. ** Why, you expect, 
“I fuppofe, fir, replied Mr. Latimer, that I thould be 
“ burnt; but if you do ot allow me a little fire this 
“© frofty weather, I can ell you, 1 fhall be ftarved to 
© death with cold.” 

Cranmer and Ridley wee alfo prifoners in the fame 
caufe with Latimer; and when it was refolved to have a 
public difputation at Oxprd, between the moft eminent 
of the popith and protectant divines; thefe three were 
appointed to manage the Jifpute on the part of the pro» 
teftants. Accordingly, hey were taken out of the Tower, 
where they had lain all the winter of 1553, and fent to 
Oxford, in ‘the {pring of 1554; where they were clofely 
confined in the commo: prifon; and they might eafily 
imagine how free the diputation was likely to be, when 
they found themfelves dnied the ufe even of books and 
pen and ink, 

Mr. Fox has prefervel a conference, afterwards put into 
writing, which was hed at this time between Ridley and 
Latimer, which fets ow author’s temper ina ftrong light. 
‘The two bifhops are ‘eprefented fitting in their priton, 
ruminating upon the folemn preparations then makin 
for their trial, of whith, probably, they were now fir 
informed. Ridly firt. * The time ({aid he) is now 
* come; we are nov called upon, either to deny our 
© faith, or to fuffer death in its defence. You, Mr. 
* Latimer, are an olf foldier of Céri/t, and have fre- 
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& quently. withftood the fear of'death; whereas I am raw 
© in the fervice and unexperienced.’ With this preface 
he introduces a requeft, that Mr. Latimer, whom he calls 
his father, would hear him propofe fuch arguments, as 
he thinks it moft likely his adverfaries would urge againft 
him, and affift him with providing himfelf with proper 
anfwers to them: 

To this, Mr. Latimer, in his ufual ftrain of good hu- 
mour, replied; that he faricied the good bifhop was treat~ 
ing him, as he remembered Mr. Bilney ufed formerly to’ 
do; who, when he wanted to teach him, would always 
do it under colour of being tuught him(elf. “ But, int 
4* the prefent cafe, (faid he) my lord, I am determined 
“ to give them very little trovble; I thall juft offer them 
** @ plain account of my faith, and thal) fay very little 
* more; for I know any thirg more will be to no pur- 
% pofe. They talk of a free {ifputation; but I am well 
* affured their grand argumert will be, as it once was 
* their forefathers, We havea law, and ly our law ye 
** ought to die.” —Bitho Ridley having afterwards defired 
his prayers; that he mig it truftwholly upon God.“ Of 
“ my prayers, (replie the old ior) you may be welt 
« affured; nor do I doubt butI thall have yours in re- 
“turn: And indeed prayer and patience fhould be our 
*« great refources. For myfdf, had I the learning of 
& St. Paul, I fhould think it di laid out upon an elabo- 
** rate defence: Yet our cafe, my lord, admits of com- 
‘© fort, Our enemies can do m more than God permits; 
* and God is faithful, who yill not fuffer us to be 
‘© tempted above our ftrength. Be at a point with them; 
* ftand tothat; and fet them fay and do what they pleafe. 
*© To ufe many words would bevain: Yet it is requifite 
*¢ to give a reafonable accouni of your faith, if they 
& will quietly hear you. For ober things, in a wicked 
4 judgement-hall, 4 man may igep filence after the ex- 
‘ample of Chriff. As for ‘ther fophiftry, you know 
bg falthood may often be difplayed in the colours of truth, 
“« Bue, above al) things; be upoz your guard againft the 
“« fear of death: This is THE QEAT ARGUMENT you 
© muft oppofe.—Poor Shaxton/ ¢ is to be feared, this 
“ argument had the teft weight in his recantation, 
* But let us be ftedfaft and unnpveable, affuring our- 
* felves, that we cannot be morehappy, than by being 
‘© fuch Philippians, as not only belleve in Corif?; but dare 
* to foffer for his fake.” recably to this neble forti- 
tude did our martyr behave bimfell, through this difputes 
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wherein, though much artifice was ufed for the purpofe, 
he never could be drawn into any forma! reafoning with 
his adverfaries. Mr. Addifon greatly admires his bebavior 
on this occafion, but does not affign the true caufe of it, 
© This remarkable old man (fays he) knowing how his 
~ abilities were impaired aA aft and that it was impof- 
fible for him to recoll 1 thofe reafons which had 
direéted him in the choice of his religion, left liis com- 
panions, who were in the full poffeffiion of their parts 
and tearning; to baffle and confound their antagonifts 
by the force of reafon: As for himfelf, he only repeated 
to his adverfaties the articles in which he firmly bes 
lieved, and in the -profefion of which he was determined 
to die.’—The truth is, he kriew it would anfwer no 
end to be more explicit. 

However, he anfwered their queftions as far as civility 
Fequired, and in thefe anfwers it is obfervable he managed 
the argument mach better than either Ridley or Cranmery 
who, when they were preffed in defence of tranfubftan- 
tiation, with fome fages from the fathers, inftead of 
difavowing an infufficient authority; weakly defended a 
good caufe, evading and diftinguifhing after the manner 
of {choolmen. Whereas; when the farne proofs were mule 
tiplied upon Latimer, he told them plainly, that fuch 
proofs had no weight with him; that the fathers, no 
doubt, were often deceived, and that he never depended 
upon them, but when they depended upon feripture. * Then. 
© you ate not of St. Chryfoftom’s faith, (replied his anta» 
. net) er of St, Aujfin’s.’—-** I have told you (fays 
«Mtr, timer) 1 am not; except they bring feripture 
“ for what they fay.” The difpute being ended, fen- 
tence was paffed upon him in the beginning of Oétaber s 
and he and Ridley were executed on thefixtecnth. When 
they came to the flake, Latimer lift up his eyes with a 
fweet and amiable countenance, faying, Fidels of Dens, 
&c. i, e. God is faithful, who wilt not fuffer us to be 
tempted above that which we are able. Wheri they were 
brought to the fire, on a {pot of ground on the north fide 
of Balisl College, wheres after an abufive fermoa, being 
told by an officer they might now make ready for the 
flake, Mr. Latimer, having thrown off his prifon attire, 
‘appeared in a fhroud pi for the purpofe; * and 
“whereas before (fays Mr. Fex) he feemed a Withered 
* and crooked old man, he ftood now bolt upr:¢ 
* comely a father as one might lightly behold.’ “Being 
thus ready, he recommended his foul te Ged, and deli- 
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vered himfelf to the executioner, faying to the bifhop 
of London, “ We thall this day, brother, light fuch % 
“ candle in England, as fhall never be put out.” 

. Itis faid, that as he was ing, the blood ran from. 
his heart in fuch abundance, that it aftonifhed the fpec- 
tators, and brought to mind what he had before withed, 
that he might be fo happy as to hed his heart’s blood for 
the truth. When the was firft kindled, he’ cried, 
«© O Father of heaven, receive my foul;” and fo receiv- 
ing the flame, and (as it feemed) embracing it, and hav 
ing ftroked his face with his hands and bathed them a 
little in the fire, he foon died without the leaft appear= 
ance of fuffering pain. 

Such was the death of Hugh Latimer, vithop of Wore 
cofler, one of the leaders of that noble army of martyrs, 
who introduced the Reformation in England. He had a 
happy temper, improved by the beft principles; and fuch 
‘was tis chearfulnefs, that none of the circumftances of life 
were feen to difcompofe him. Such was his Chriftian 
fortitude, that not even the fevereft trials could unmart 
him; he hada collected fpirit, and on no occafion wanted 
arefource; he could retire within himfelf, feel the fup- 
Port of a gtacious Majfter, and hold the world at defiance. 

And, as danger could not daunt, fo neither could am 
bition allure him. Though converfant in courts, and 
intimate with princes, he preferved to the laft a rare 
inftance of moderation in his original plainnefs. In his 


profeffion he was indefati : And, that he might be~ 
ftow as much time as le on the active part of it, he 
allowed himfelf onl hours for his private ftudies, 


when the bufy world is at ret; conftantly rifing, at all 
feafons of the year, by two.in the morning, How con- 
feientious he was in the difc of ‘the public parts of 
his office, we have many examp! No man could per~ 
fuade more forcibly; no man could exert, on proper oc- 
cafions, a more commanding feverity. The wicked, in 
whatever ftation, he seb with dignity, and awed vice 
more than a penal law, : 
He was not effeemed-s very learned man, for he culti- 
vated only ufeful learning, ‘and that he thought lay in, 
4% very narrow compafs. He never engaged in worldly 
affairs, thinking that a cl ought to employ him- 
felf only in his profeffion. Phas he lived, rather a good, 
than what the world calls a great man. He had not thofe 
commanding talents which give fuperiority in bufinefs 5 
but, for honefty and fincerity of heart, for true fimplicity. 
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af manners, for apoftolic zeal in the caufe of religion, 
and for every virtue, both of a public and private Find? 
that thould adorn the life of a Chriftian; he was eminent 
and exemplary beyond moft men of his own or of any 
other times Pape Re that evangelical Sone: 
tion, with the teflimeny of a geod con ienet in fonplicity a 

& incerity, not with wifdem, but by the grace g 

ag £ had bis conver Pages the world, f 
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BISHOP or LONDON, 


HIS moft learned of all our Bnglifo martyrs was 
born, of an antient and worthy family at Willy. 
-nondfooyke, in Northumberland. He was educated in gram- 
matical learning at Newegfte upon Tyne; from thence he 
‘was removed to Pembroke-Hall in Canbridee, at the expence 
of his uncle Dr. Rebert Ridley, about the year 1518, when 
Lnther was preaching agsinft indulgences in Germany, 
Here he acquired 2 great proficiency in the Zgtin and 
Greek tongues, and in the other learning of that time. 
His reputation was fuch, as to procure him the efteem of 
the other univerfity, as well as of his own; for in the 
beginning of 1§24, the mafter and fellows of Univerfty 
Callege, in Ogura, invited him to accept of an exhibition, 
founded by Waiter Skyrixy, bifhop of Durham, which he 
declined, The next year ke took his mafter’s degree, and 
‘was appointed by the college their general agent in fome 

cau(es relating to it. 
re His uncle ~ now wm to add to his attainments, 

¢ advantages of travel, the improvement of forei; 

univerfities and as his @udice were now directed to di- 
vinity, he fent him to {pend dome time among the doctors 
of the Sorbonne at Paris, (which was then the moft cele- 
brated univesfity in Bxrepe) and afterwards among the 
profeffors of Louvain. ving flaid three years abroad, 
viz. the years, 1527, 1528, 1529, he returned to Cam- 
tridge, and purfued his theological ftudies; and as his 
fafelt guide in them, diligently applied himfelf to the read- 
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ing of the feriptures in the original and in 2 walk in 
the orchard at Pembroke-Hall, which is to this day. called 
Ridley :-Walk, he got to repeat withoyt book almoft all 
the epiftles in Greek, 

His behavior here was obliging, and very pious, 
without hypocrify or ifh aufterity: For ver: 
he would thoot in the bow, or play at tennis: he 
was cminent for the great charities he beftowed. He was 
fenior proétor of the uniyerfity, when the important point 
‘of the pope’s fupremacy came before them to be examined 
upon the authority of feri :- And their refolution, 
after mature deliberation, * ‘That the bithop of Reme had 
‘ no more authority or ae derived to un fe 
* God, in this kingdom of England, than gny oth 2 
. reign bithop,” was fi in the name of the univerfity 
by Simon #1, vice chancellor, Nichelas Ridley, Richard 
Wile, pt » He loft his uncle in 3536, but the 
education he had received, and the improvements he hed 
made, foon recommended him to another and greater 
pion €ranmer, archbithop of Canterbury, who appointed 

im his domeftic chaplain, and collated him to the 
of Herarin Baft Kent, He bore his teftimony in the mae 
pit here agai the ad of the fix articles; and inftructed 

is charge im the pure doétrines of the gofpel, as far 
as they were yet difcovered to him ; but tranfubftantiation 
was at this time gn article of his creed, During his 
retirement at this place, he read a little treatife written 
feven hundred years before, by Retramus or Bertram, a 
monk of Cerbey. This fir opened Ridley’s eyes, and 
determined him more accurately to fearch the fcriptures 
on this article, and the dadtrine of the primitive fathers, 
His difcoveries he communicated to his patron, aad the 
event was the convigtion of them both, that this do@trine 
‘was novel and erroneous. . 

After he had ftaid about two years’ at Horne, he was 
chofen mafter of Pembrete-Hall, and appointed chaplain 
to the king; and the cathedral church of Cant ing 
made collegiate, he chtained the fifth prebendal ftall in 
it; and fuch was his and zeal for the Reforma- 

ton, that, Pade the » he “ br to be 

its greateit fupport among the » In jucceedin; 
weign af Kelward V1. when a royal viftation was refolved 
on through the kingdom, he attended the vifitors of the 
northern circuit as their preacher, to inftry@ that past 
of the nation, in the principles of religion, * His cha- 
$ saGter, at this time, (faya his biographers Dr, idly) 
3 S was 
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£ was that of a celebrated difputant, a fevourite preacher, 
# undoubting in the article of tranfubftantiation, a zeal 
# ous fcripturift, and particularly well acquainted with 
$ the fathers.” 

Te was not before the year 1545, that Ridley was con- 
winced of the error, which prevailed, concerning Chrif?s 
corporal prefence in the facrament. The fufferings and 

its of Frith, Tindale, Lambert, and others, made 
fuch ftrong impreffions, during his retirement at Here 
about this time, that, by the of God, they ended in 
his conviGtion of the truth of their doctrine. 

He was made chaplain to king Edward V1. confecrated 
hithop of Rochefter in 1547, tranflated to London on 
the deprivation of Beamer in 1550: But he died in the 
Slames at Oxferd in 1555. 

Ridley, of all the reforming divines of that time, ap~ 

hed the nearett to ths church of Ragland in ber pre 
fent doétrines and difcipline, His notions of ecclefiaftical 
polity were high, but Ja general juft; and, in the ceco~ 
nomy of the church, he allowed an equitable regard to’ 
the authority of the ftate. He faw, and avoided, but 
could bear with the errors of sll parties among the re- 
formed; while the dignity, the aftbiliey, and the modefty 
af his behavior, gave him a general efteem with all ranks 

men, 


The church of Reme had laid fych a ftrefs on the indif- 
penfible neceffity of the facraments, that the le were 
taught to believe, that by the adtion itfelf, without 
the inward grace, they were ‘Tuihelent to juftification, 
unlefs the rkceiver himfelf prevented it; and this feems 
to have given rife to the homilies about juttification. 
Publi¢ difputations were held in both univerfities, between, 
the Reformers and the papifts, concerning the real pre- 
fence of Chrift in the facrament, Ridley was fent to 
Cambridge, with fome other delegates, where a difputation 
was held for three days r, to prove, that tranfub- 
ftantiatiqn was not to be in the plain and manifeft 
words of fcripture, nor could neceflarily be collected from 
it, nor confirmed by the cpnfent of the antient fathers; 
and that there is no other facrifice and objation in the 
Lord’s Supper, than of a remembrance of Cbrif’s death, 
and of thanksgiving. The debate was fummed up with 
@ great deal of temper and learning by hithop Ridiy, in 
a determination againft the corporal prefence. The 
tryth is, he was then mafter of that fubjec more than 
ony man of the age, for haying met with nee 
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fram’s in the ninth century, in which he, who wis muck 
eficerned, had confuted this notian of the prefence.of 
Cbrif’s real Gefb and blood in the facrament, the bithop 
concluded (as we have obferved before) that it was not 
the antient doctrine of the church, but bad been intro~ 
duced with other errors and fuperititions in the later 
centuries. He communicated this difcovery to his friend 
archbithop Cranmer, foon afterwards, and they fet them- 
felves to examine it with more than common care;. make 
ing great colle@ions out of the fathers, and other antient 
writers, to prove the novelty and the abfurdity of the 
opinion, They fhewed, thatall the high expreffions which 
were to be found in Chry/ofom, and other antient writers 
on this fubje@, were only ftrains and figures of eloquence, 
to raife the devotion of the people in this holy ceremony 5 
though the following bag built their opinion ¢ on thefe 
expreffions, and were difpofed to believe every thing the 
more readily as it appeared. above all belief. But this 
opinion of the real prefence having been fo general 
received in England, above three hundred years, thele 
eminent Reformers gradually in difcuffing it, 
that the People might be better difpofed to receive what 
they. intended afterwards ¢o eftablith, 
he lord proteétor had a defign of fupprefiin Clare~ 
Hall in Cambridge, and unite it with Pinity. Ball, to 
augment the number of fellows there to twenty, in order 
to found a new college for Civilians. For this purpofe 
a commiffion was granted to the bifhops of Aly and Re- 
chefter, William Paget, Six Thomas Smith, Cheoke, 
Dr, May, dean of St. Paul's, and Themes andy, M.D. 
‘When the commiffion paffed, the bithop of was 
in hie diocefe, ignorant of the defign. Thither Mr. 
fecretary Smith and the dean of St, Paul's {ent to acquaint 
him that he was in commiffion to vifit the univerfity of 
Cambridge, and that he was appointed to preach the fer- 
mon at the opening of it, Upon which the bifhop im- 
mediately difpatched a fervant to Londen to Dr. May, 
defiring information to what ends the vifitation and com- 
miffion were intended, that he might frame his fermon 
accordingly, The dean returned for anfwer, that it was 
only to remove fome fuperftitious practices and rites, and 
yo make fuch ftatutes as fhould be needful, ‘Fhe inftruc- 
tions themfelves by which they were to proceed were not 
fhewn him till efter they had aGed in the commifion.- 
Prefently after the pafing of this, he was again put 
into commifiion with the archbifhop, the bifhops of EB, 
Werther, 


RIDLEY. dof 


Werrefter, Wefiminfler, Obichefer, and Lineddn, Sic Wils 
Kam Petre, fags seh ss Dr. Cox, De. May, and 
ethers, to fearch after all Anabaptifis, Hereticks, and 
contemntters of the common prayer. For complaint had 
been bronght te the council, that, with the ftrangers who 
‘were cotne into England, forme Anabaptifts were mifgled; 
who were difleminating their errors and making profe- 
Tytes. Under this general name were compreh ment 
of yarious.opinions, driven out pf Germany with the more 
fober pri ts, who were in danger from the emperor, 
for not complying with the interim. Threfe, as bifhop 
Burnt informs ‘us, building upon Lywther’s principles, 
that fcripture was to be the only rule of faith, rejected 
all deduétions from it, how obvious or certain foever; 
and among thefe the baptifm of infants was one, whom 
therefore, when adults, they baptized again, and from 
thence were called Rebaptizersy or Anabaptifts. Some 
were more modeft and moderate, others extravagant and 
fierce. The opinions of the latter may be learned from. 
fome tradefmen in Londen, who abjured before thefe com- 
iniffioners in May; fuch as, That'2 man regenerate could 
not fin; that though the outward man finned, the inward 
man finned not; that there was no trinity of perfons; that 
Chrift was only a holy prophet, and not God at all; that 
alt we had by Cirif was. that he taught us the way of 
heaven ; that he took no fleth of the virgin; and that the 

baptifm of infants was not profitable, becaufe it 
before faith. Among the people who held thefe and fach 
like heretical opinions was Foan Bocher, common}y called 
fean of Kent. She appearing before the commifficners 
wed with extreme obftinacy there, perfifting in the 
maintenance of her error, namely, that the Son of God 
penetrated throngh the virgin Aary as through a glafe, 
taking no fubftance of her, as Latimer reports, who: fat 
in the commiffion. Her own words diftinguifhing be- 
twixt Chrifi and the werd, and betwixt the outward and 
inward man of the virgin; allowing the word to ‘have 
taken flefh by the confent of the virgin’s isward man, 
but denying that Chrif took fleth of her extward man, 
becaufe it was finful, are not very intelligible. She treated 
with fcorn al) the means made ufe of to recover her to a 
‘better mind; and fentence paffed upon her, pronouncing 
her an heretic, and delivering her over to the fecular 
arm. Ridley was ftill at , for only the arch- 
bithop, Sir Fob Smith, William Cook, dean of the arches, 
Hugh’! Latimer, and Richard Lyd, LL. D. were named 
in the fentence. The king was hardly prevailed upon 
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by Craniner to fign the warrant for her burning: But thé 
archbifhop diftinguifhing betwixt errors in other points; 
and the open fcornful rejecting an exprefs article of the 
treed; bern of the virgin 3 thinking that thefe latter, 
always efteemed heretics froth the eftablifhment of 
Chriftianity; deferved not the lenity with which others 
imight be treated: And reprefented, that it betrayed an 
indifference towards religion to neglect putting in execus 
tion the laws eftabli for maintaining God’s honors 
while they were diligent in thofe that were enated to 
maintain the king's honor, and the peace or property of 
the fubje&t: However; the archbifhop was not fo carncit 
to eet the Warrant executed, as figned: He labored 
much to convince and fave her from the fire; In which 
charitable office, Ridley; when he came to Lendon, joined; 
both of them vilited het; they feverally took her 
home with them to their own houfes, atid earneftly en+ 
deavored to recover her.from her errors: But the refifted 
with great ftubbornnefs and indecericy all their kind 
ins to recover Ker; After their uhfaccefsful attempts 
_ a whole roth the bara turned ~ fecond st 
fay, 1550, in i it opinion, 
behaving with great ‘Rfolence to the laft. ‘The like fen= 
tence was executed upon George Vani Parre, a Dutchman; 
for denying the divinity of our Saviour. Which is men+ 
tioned here; though it happened not till the twenty-fifth 
of April, 1551, on the fixth of which month Ridley, who 
‘was a commiffioner, figned the fentence of excommuni- 
cation. Mild and gentle as his nature was to 
tmodeft enquirer, though in error, he would not breale 
laws in being, in indulgence to obftinate blafphemers. 
The reproach caft on the Refotmers as enemies to all 
religion ; and the divifions and difturbances raifed in the 
kingdom by emiffaries from the church of Rems, under 
the name of Anabaptifts, called for punifhment; which 
the feverity of the laws then in being determined in thefe 
cafes to be by burning. 

One oc of this feverity wes, probably, that in 
the preceding winter, there had been a defign of unitin; 
the proteitants abroad, and at home under the Engi 
difcipline, The churches abroad, who, not from choice; 
but neceffity, were under the t of prefbyters 
eran reformed in i pisces re all -_ vthos were 
papifts) were ready to come into epifeop: <i 
ment: And reat confiltations bad bees, held, met only 
concerning the Reformation of this ehureh, but alfo — 
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the other foreign churches in Germany, Switzerlend, 
France, Italy, and Spain, for uniting, them together in 
one uniform dogtrine, Bullinger and Calvin, with others, 
in a letter to king Edward, offered to make him their 
defender, and to have bifhops in their churches as there 
were in England; with the tender of their fervice to affift 
and unite together. This alarmed the Romen fathers, 
who came to the knowledge of it by fome of their private 
intelligencers; for they verily thought that all the here- 
tics (as they called them) would now unite among them- 
felves, and become one body, receiving the fame difci- 
pline exercifed in England, Whereupon they fent two 
of their emiffaries from Rotterdam hither, who were to 
pretend themfelves Anabaptifts, and preach againft bap- 
tizing infants, and recommending rebaptizing, and incul- 
cate a fifth monarchy upon earth. Befides this one D.G, 
guthorifed by thefe fathers, difpatched a letter written in 
May, 1 5491 from Delf in Holland to two bifhops, (of 
which Winchefer was one) Signifying the coming of thefe 
pretended Anabaptifts, and that they fhould receive and 
cherith them, and take their parts, if they fhould receive 
any checks: Telling them that it was Ieft to them to 
afift in this caufe, and to fome others whom they well 
knew to be well affeéted to the mother church. "This 
letter was found by Sir H. Sidney in queen Elizabeth's 
clofet among fome papers of queen Mary’s. Some know- 
ledge or fufpicion af thefe intrigues might occafion the 
ufing greater feverity to the officious and irreclaimable 
Anabaptifts, who were heretics in the itricteft fenfe, than 
would otherwife have been exercifed againft them: And 
if Bonner was the other bifhop, as none more likely, both 
from his zeal and fituation, it may account for his and 
Winchefter’s {ufferings in this reign. But if neither the 
bold contradi@ing the articles of the creed drawn from 
fcripture, and confirmed by the four firft general councils; 
nor the laws of the country then in force; nor the re- 
proach caft on the Reformers, as carelefs of the truths 
of Chriftianity, except in oppofition to the Romifs church; 
nor the difturbances occafioned both in church and ftate 
by thefe real or pretended Anabaptifts, can excufe the 
commiffioners for paffing this fentence, when the facts 
‘were open and notorious, and their endeavors to reclaim 
the offenders were earneft and unwearied ; we muft leave. 

them to the cenfure of the Reader. 
And now, fometime in May, the bithop of Rochefer 
repaired to Cambridge with his fellow commiffioners to 
3G hold 
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hold the’vifitation for the abolifhing ftatutes and ordi. 


ances which maintained y and fuperftition (as he 
‘was informed ;) nat st further end propofed, 
which was the fuppreffion of Clare-Hall. He defired ta, 


fee the inftruGtions : But was put off by his affociates, 
who feemed afraid to thew them unto him, till they had 
engaged him in the aétion, by openihg it with a fermon, 
and. proceeding two days in the bufinefs of it. The 
then ventured to fhew him their inftruétions; in which 
he found the fuppreffion of Clere-Hall was the thin: 
intended, under a cover of uniting it to Trinity-Hall, 
and erecting there 2 new college of Civilians. However 
the bifhop might difretith this defign, he found it was his 
duty now to concur with the other commiffioners in 
laboring for two days her with the mafter and fel- 
lows voluntarily to furres their college into the king’s 
hands: But the fociety could not be induced to confent 
to fuch a furrender, The commiffioners fat fecretly by 
themfelves, confulting how to proceed. The majority 
determined that they might proceed to the union of the 
two colleges, by the king’s abfolute power, without the 
confent of the focieties. But the bithop of Rochefter. 
modeftly oppofed this counfel, and with great calmnefa 
diifented : though refolute and determined not to violate 
the king’s honor, and his own confcience, by forcibl: 
invading the liberties and properties of the mafter an 
fellows of Clare-Hall, yet not cenfuring his fellows, but 
exhorted them to act fo as to fatisfy their own con- 
{ciences ; and if it fhould be fo that he could not concur, 
he defired Jeave to fatisfy his own confcience, by abfent- 
ing himfelf, or by filence to refufe his confent. This 
put a ftop to the proceedings at prefent: The commif- 
honers acquainting the protector with this interruption 
from the bithop of Rechefer, complained, that he by dis 
barking hindercd them from proceeding in the king’s fer- 
vice; imputing his diffent io a partial affection for his 
own countrymen, with whom at that time C/are-Hall 
abounded. This exafperated the proteGtor, who wrote a 
chiding etter to the bithop: To which the bifhop imme- 
diately returned the following anfwer. 


“ Right honourable, 
“ ] With your grace the holy and wholefome fear of 
God, becaufe I am perfuaded your grace’s goodnefe, 
S* to be fuch unfcignedly, that even wherein your grace’s 
“© Jetter doth fore ‘Blame me, yet in the fame the adver- 
: © tifement 
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* ¢ifement of the truth hall not difpleafe your grace: 
*¢ And alfo perceiving that the caufe of your grace’s 
¥* difcontent was wrong information, therefore Pia 
** befeech your grace to give me leave to fhew your grace 
‘“* wherein it appeareth te me that your grace is wrong 
*¢ informed. 

“© Your grace’s letters«blame me, becaufe I did not 
se (at the firft before the vifitation began, having know- 
** ledge of the matter) thew my mind. The truth is, 
“ before God, I never had, nor could get any foreknow- 
“© ledge of the matter, of the uniting the two colleges, 
“* before we had begun and had entered two days in the 
** vifitation; and that your grace may plainly thus well 
© perceive. 

‘ A little before Zafer, I being at Rechefter, received 
“¢ letters from Mr. Sec: Smith, and the dean of St. 
‘© Pauf’s, to come to the vifitation of the univerfity, and 
“© to make a fermon at the beginning thereof, Wherc- 
* upon I fent immediately a fervant up to London to the 
S¢ dean of St. Paul's, defiring of him to have had fome 
** knowledge of things there to be done, becaufe | 
*© thought it meet that my fermon fhould fomewhat hive 
‘© favoured of the fame. From Mr. Dean I received a 
*€ letter inftru@ting me only, that the caufe of the vifi- 
*€ tation waa to abolifh ftatutes.and ordinances, which 
*¢ mairitained papiftry, fuperftition, blindnefs, and igno- 
‘© rance} and to eftablifh and fet forth fuch as might 
*© further God’s word and good learning: And elfe, the 
“* truth is; he would fhew me nothing, but bad me be 
“© carelefs, and faid, there were informations how ail 
“© things were to be done. The which, I take God to 
“* witnefs, I did never fee, nor could ft knowledge 
“* what they were, before we were entered in the vifita- 
§* tion two days, although I defired to have feen them in 
* the beginning: 

«© Now when I had feen the inftructions, the truth is, 
* T thought peradventure the mafter and company would 
** have furrendered up their college: But when their 
** confent, after labour arid travail taken therein two 
“* days, could not be obtained, thien we began fecretly 
* to confult, (al! the commiffioners thinking it beft, 
“© that every man fhould fay his mind plainly, that in 
** execution there might appear but one way to be taken 
“* of all) There, when it was feen to fome, that with- 
* ont the confent of the prefent incumbents, by the 
§ King’s abfolute power, we might proceed to the uniting 
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“ the two: colleges, I did, in my courfe, fimply and 
“© plainly. declare my confcience; and that there only, 
*© fecretly among ourfelves alone, with all kind of foft- 
“ nefs, fo that no man could juftly be offended. Alfo, 
‘ ] perceive by your grace’s letters, ] have been noted of 
“© fome for my barking there: And yet to bark, left Goa 
“ fhould be offended, I cannot deny, but indeed it is a 
‘© part of my profeffion; for God’s word condemneth tht 
‘© dumb dogs that will not dark, and give warning of 
“« God’s difpleafure. 

‘© As for that, that was fuggelted to your grace, that 
“ by my a2forefaid barking, I fhould difhonour the king’s 
“© majefty, and diffuade others from the execution of the 
bd king's commiffion, God is my judge, 1 intended, ac- 
bi ling to my duty to God and the king, the main- 
“© tenance and defence of his highnefs’s royal honour 
“ and dignity. If that be true, that I believe is true, 
‘© which the prophet faith, Honor regis judicium diligit, 
‘© (The king's power loveth judgement;) and as the com- 
 miffioners muft needs, and { am fure will all teftify, 
* that I diffluaded no man, but contrariwife, exhorted 
*© every man (with the quiet of other) to fatisfy his own 
*€ conicience; defiring only, that if it fhould otherwift 
§ be feen unto them, that I might either by my abfence 
& or filence, fatisfy mine. The which my plainnefs, 
** when fome, otherwife than according to my expetta- 
“tion, did take, I was moved thereupon (both for the 
“« good opinion I had, and yet have, in your prace’s 
“ poodnels; and alfo efpecially becaufe your grace had 
*© commanded me fo to do) to open my mind, by ny 
** private letters frecly to your grace. 

“© And thus I truft your grace percciveth now, both 
*€ that anon, after knowledge had, I did utter my con- 
 {cience, and alfo that the matter was not opened unto 
“© me before the vifitation was two days begun. 

“ Tf in this I did amifs, that before the knowledge of 
the initru@ions, I was ready to grant to the execution 
“¢ of the commiffion; truly, I had rather herein acknow- 
“© Yedge my fault, and fubmit myfelf to your gracc’s 
“ correétion, than, after knowledge had, wittingly and 
willingly commit that thing whercunto my conicicnc 

‘© doth not agree, for fear of God’s difpleafure. E 

“Tt is a godly with that is withed in your grace’s 
* letters, that ‘adh, and bleod, and country, might not 
“ more weigh with fome men than godlinefs and reafon: 
© But the truth is, country in this matter (whatfuever 
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«© fome men do fu: unto fhatl not move 
“me, And hing ich grace thal mail perceive, for I 
“© fhall be as ready 2s any other, firft thence to expel 
“© fome of my own country, if the report which is made 
“© of them, can be tried true. 
“ And as for that your grace faith of flefh and blood, 
that is, the favour or fear of mortal man: Yea, marry 
fir, that is a matter of weight indeed; and the tru 
is, (alas! my own fecblenefs) of that I am afraid: Bur 
efeech your grace, once again, give me good 
leave, wherein bere I faz my own frailty, to confefs 
“ the truth, 
‘© Before God, there is no man this day (leaving the 
king’s majefty for the honour only excepted) whofe 
favour or difpleafure I do either feek or fear, as your 
grace’s favour or difpleafure; for of God, both your 
<¢ grace’s authority, and my bound duty for your grace’s 
s Benefits bind me fo todo. So that if the Xefire of any 
*¢ man’s favour, or fear of difpleafure, fhould weigh more 
“© with me than godlinefs and reafon, truly, ie I may 
*€ be bold to fay the truth, I muft needs fay, that 1 am 
“* moft in danger to offend herein, cithcr for defire of 
“© your grace’s favour, or for fear of your grace’s dif- 
“¢ pleafure, And yet I fhall not ceafe (God willing) 
se uly to pray to God fo to ftay and ftrengthen my frailty 


“wit 


holy fear, that I do not commit the thing for 
«6 


favour or fear of any mortal man, whereby my con- 
“© fcience may threaten me with the lofs of the favour of 
“© the living God: But that it may pleafe him of his gra~ 
*€ cious goodnefs (howfoever the world goes) to blow 
** this in the ears of my heart, Deus fifipavit off eorunt 
‘© qui hominibus placuerint. (God hath broken the bones of 
‘© them that pleafe men.) this, Horrendum eff incidere 
“© in manus Det viventis, (It is a faf thing to fall into 
«* the bands of the living Ged.) And again, Nolite timere 
© cos qui occidunt corpus. (Fear not te ‘who kill the body.) 

“¢ Wherefore I moft humbly befeech your grace for 
God’s love not to be offended with me, for renewing 
of this my {uit unto your grace; which is, that wherein 
my confcience cannot well agree, if any fuch thing 
chance in this vifitation, I may, with your grace’s 
favour have licence, either by mine abfence or filence, 
or other like means, to keep my confcience quiet. I 
with your grace, in God, honour and endlefs felicity, 

«Your grace’s humble and daily orator, 

From Pembrake- Hal, in - © Nicuoas RorFen.”” 
Cambridge, Fune 1, 1549+ 
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~ "The proteétor was at that time with the king at Rich 
wead. And on the receipt of the -bifhap of efier's 
fetter, he conferred with the archbithop, who was ‘Ridley’ 
chief intimate, to difcover the fecret motives; if any he 
kad, why the Didhop difliked the proceedings at the vifi- 
tation. “And in alittle more than a-week the. protector 
returned the following anfwer ; 


* AFTER our right hearty commendations to you; 
7 A We have received your letters of ‘the firft of Funes 
* again replying to thofe which we laft fent unto yous 
* And as it appeareth, you yet remaining in your former 
« requeft, defire, if things do occur fo, that according to 
* your confcience, you cannot do them, that you might 
“ abtent yourfelf, or otherwife keep filence. We would 
'€ be loth any thing fhould be done by the king’s majefty’s 
© vifitors, otherwife then right and confciente might 
“allow, and approve: And vifitation is to dircé things 
© to the better, not to the worfe; to cafe confcientes, 
*® not to clog them. Marry, we would with the execu- 
* tors thereof fhould not be fctupulous in confcience; 
* otherwife than reafon would. Againft your confcjence 
« it is not our will to move you, as we would not gladly 
* do, or move any man to that which is againtt right and 
© confcience; and we truft the king’s majefty hath not 
© in this matter. And we think in this you do much 
“wrong, and much difcredit the other vifitors, that you 
“¢ fhould fecm to think and fuppofe, that they would do 
things againft confcience. We take them to be men 
* of that honour and honefty, that they will not. My 
“© lord of Canterbury hath declared unto us, that maketh 
« partly a confcience ‘unto you, that divines fhould be 

diminifhed. ‘That can be no caufe; for firft, the fame 

was met before in the late king’s time, to unite the two 
colleges together; as we are fure you have heard, and 
Sir “Edward North can tell: And for that caufe, all 

fuch as were ftudents of the Jaw, out of the new-erected 

cathedral church, were difappointed of their livings, 

only referyed to have been in that civil college: The 

King’s-Hall being in a manner all lawyers, canonifts 

were turned out and joined to “Michael. Houfe and made 

a college of divines, wherewith the number of divines 
* was much augmented, civilians diminifhed. Now at 
* this prefent alfo, if in all other colleges, where lawyers 
* be by the ftatutes, or the King’s injunétions, you do 
* convert them, or the more part of them, to asa xe 
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6 fhalt rather have more divines upon this change than 
. had before. The King’s College fhould have fix 
© lawyers; Fefus College, fome; the Queen's College, and 
other, one er two apiece. And as we are informed by 
-the late king’s injunctions every college in Cambridge, 
one at the leaft: All thefe ther do make 2 greater 
number than tie fellows of e-Hall be, and they 
now made divines, and the ftatutes in that refo: > 
divinity thal} not be diminifhed in number of ftudents, 
but encreafed, as appeareth, although thefe two colleges 
be fo united, And we are fure you are not ignorant, 
how neceflary 2 ftudy that ftudy of civil law Is to all 
treaties with foreign: princes and ftrangers, and how 
few there be at this prefent to do the king’s majefty’s 
fervice therein, For we would the encreafe of divines, 
as well as you. Marry, neceffity compelleth us alfo to 
maintain the fcience ; and we require you, my lord, to 
have confideration how much you do hinder the king’s 
majefty’s proceedings in that vifitation, if now you, 
who are one of the vifitors, fhould thus draw back, and 
difcourage the other, you fhould much hinder the whole 
doings; and peradventure, that thing known, maketh 
the mafter and fellows of Clare-Hall to ftand the more 
obftinate. Wherefore we require you to have regard 
of the king’s majefty’s honour, and’ the quiet perform- 
ings of that vifitation, moft to the glory of God, and 
benefit of that univerfity: The which thing is only 
meant in your inftruétions. To the performing of 
that, and in that manner, we can be content you ule 
your doings as you think beft, for the quieting of your 
confcience. Thus we bid you heartily farewel. From 
€ Richmond, the tenth of Fune, 1549. 
* Your loving friend, 
© E. Somunser.’ 


By which letter it appears how carneft the protector 
was to perfuade, or intimidate, this worthy prelate ta 
sountcnance the procecdings by his concurrence. The 
feigning vice of the age was paliation; from which the 
duke of Semerfet was not free; as appears not only from 
his palace of Somerfet-Houfe, as was before taken notice 
of, but one of the articles againft him was, ‘ That he did 
$ dilpofe offices of the king’s gift for money, and made 
¢ fale of the king’s lands.’ This, perhaps, will give us 
to guefs at the fecret of this vifitation; while the efta- 
plithing a college of civilians, by uniting two colleges 
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together, was the pretence for demolithing Clare-Hall, 
the fale of the Jands belonging to that fociety was pro- 
bably the leading motive. other vifitors, who were 
rivy to the delign, durft not acquaint Ridley with it, 
Bae induftrioufly concealed the infru@ions from him, 
till they had engaged him to preach on the occafion, and 
proceeded fome time in the bufinefs of the vifitation, when 
they hoped they fhould entangle him fo far, that for fear 
or thame he could not recede. But he boldly sifked the 
difpleafure of the protetor, who was now grown very 
deperiows and arbitrary, rather than concur in fuch un- 
juft meafures. The affair dropt: The proteétor had his 
‘attention immediately drawn off to fupprefs feveral infur- 
reétions raifed by the difcontented commons almoft 
throughout the kingdom. The vifitors, efpecially the bifhop 
of Recheftcr, had another commiffion to execute, which 
‘was to prefide at a public difputation appointed to be held 
at Cambridge, as there had been one a little before at Ox- 
ford, sclating to the facrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

‘Two pofitions were appointed to be the fubjects of this 
public difputation; and after they had been fufficiently 
ventilated, a determination of the matters debated was 
to be made by the bifhop of Rocheffer. The two pofi- 
tions were, ’ 

1. Tranfubftantiation cannot be proved by the plain 
and manifeft words of {cripture, nor can thereof be necef- 
farily collected, nor yet confirmed by the confents of the 
antient fathers for thefe one thoufand years paft. 

2. In the Lord’s Supper is none other oblation or 
facrifice, than one only remembrance of Chri/’s death, 
and of thank(fgiving. 

The firft difputation was on Thurfday the twentieth of 
Gune, Dr. Madew of Clare- Hall, relpondent, maintain- 
ing the above pofitions: Dr. Glyn, Mr. Langdale, Sedg- 
wick and Young, opponents. The fecond difputation was 
held on Monday the twenty-fourth, Dr, Glyn, refpondent, 
maintaining the contrary pofitions: Mr. Perne, Grindal, 
of, and Pilkington, opponents. The third was on 

wfday the twenty-feventh of Fune, Mr. Perne, refpon- 
dent, maintaining the pofitions: Mr. Parker, (not Mat- 
thew, who was afterwards archbifhop of Canterbury) 
Pallard, Vavafor, and Yeung, opponents, There is one 
difference obferved between the difputations at Oxford 
and at Combridge: Peter Martyr admitted a change in the 
elements ; and’ Longdale, one of the opponents, the firl 
day at Cambridge, alked, fuppofing a change admitted, 
© Whether 
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© Whether that change was srrourht in the fubftance, or 
Sin the accidents, or elfe in i» or in nothing ?* 
‘When Ridley interpofed and anfwered, ‘ There is nd 
“© change, either of the fubftances or of the accidents; 
__ but im very deed there do come unto the bread other 
** accidents, infomuch, that whereas the bread and wine 
‘© were not fanctified before, nor holy, yet afterward they 
** be fanétified, and fo do receive then another fort of 
** kind of virtue, which they had not before.” 

Afar the difputations were finifhed, the bifhop deter- 
mined, 

I. Againft tranfubftantiation, on thefe five principal 
grounds: | 

1. The aiithority, majefty, and verity of holy {cripture: 
, 1 will not hereafter drink of the fruit of the.vine. Sti 
Paul and St. Lue call it bread after confecration, Th 
Tprake of breaking, which with bread, not wit 

ibrift’s body. It was to be done in remembrance of him: 
This is the bread that came down from heaven, but Chrifs 

ly came not down from heaven. Jt is the Spirit that 
quickeneth, the flefb prafiteth nothing. . 

2. The moft certain teftimonies of the antient catholi¢ 
fathers, who (after my judgement) do fufficiently declare 
this matter. ‘ 

Here he produced many fathers, Diomyfias, Ignatius, 
drenais, Tertullian, Chryfoftom, Cyprian, Thesdoret, Ge- 
lafius, Auftin, Cyril, Ifcbius, and Bertram, who cali it 
bread after confecration, facramental bread; the figure of 
Chrif’s body: And exprefsly declare, that bread ftill con- 
tinues after confecration, and that the elements ccafe not 
to be the fubftance of bread and wine itil. . : 

3. The nature of 2 facrament. In which he fuppofe: 
natural fymbols to reprefent like fpiritual effeéts, which 
in the facrament of the Lord’s Supper are unity, nutri- 
tion, and converfion, They who take away the union 
of the grains making one bread, of which Parcaking we 
become one myftical body of Chrift; or thcy who deny 
the nutrition, or fubftance of thofe grains, by which our 
bodies being hourifhed is reprefented the nourifhment of 
our fouls by the body of Chri; thefe take away the fimi- 
litude between the bread and the body of Chri, and 
deftroy the nature of a facrament. .As neither is there 
any thing to fignify our being turned. into Cirif’s body; 
if there Ee no converfion of the bread into the fubftance 
of our bodies. 

The 4th ground was, that tranfubjtantiation deftroys 
one of the natures in Chrift. pe 
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They, which fay that Chrif is carnal fent in the 
eucint do take from bim the veri of man's nature. 
Extyches granted the divine nature in Chrif, but his hu- 
tan nature he denied. Sothey, that defend tranfubftgn- 
tiation, aferibe that to the human nature; which only 
delongeth to the divine nature. 

‘The a ground is the moft fure belief of the article 
of our faith, He afcended into heaven. 

He quotes from St. duflin on St. Fehn, ¢ The Lord. 
* is above, even to the end of the world: But yet the 
* verity of the Lord is here alfo. For his body wherein 
« he rofe again muft needs be in one place, but his verity 
© is.{pread abroad every where.’ 

By verity he means an effential divine prefence by his 
invilible and unfpeakable grace, as he diftinguifhes on 
Matth, xxviii. As touching his majefty, his providence, 
* his invifible and unfpeakable grace, thefe words are 
« fulfilled, which he fpake, I am with you unto the end of 
« the world: But according to the flefh which he 
* upon him, fo ye frall not bave me always with you. And 
© why? becaufe as concerning his flefh he went up into 
* beaven, and is not here, forrhe fitteth at the right hand 
« of the Father: And yet concerning the prefence of his 
* divine majefty he is not departed hence.’ And from 
Vigilus he quoted, * Concerning his flefh we look for him 
* from heaven; whom, 2s concerning the worD (or di- 
* vine nature) we believe to be with us on earth.” And 
again, ‘ the courfe of fcripture muft be fearched of us, 
© and many teftimonies muft be gathered, to thew plain: 
* what a wickednefs and facri it is, to refer thole 
© things to the property of the divine nature, which do 
* only belong to the nature of the fiefh: And contrari- 
* wife, to apply thofe things to the nature of the flefli, 
* which do properly belong to the divine nature.” Which 
he obferves the tranfubftantiators do, who affirm Chri/’s 
body not to be contained in any one place, and afcribe 
aoe to his humanity, which properly belongs to his 

ivinity. 

Il. Againft the oblation of Cbrif in the Lord’s Supper 
he determined on thefe two ds: 

1. Seri ures as Paul faith, Hebrews 74 Chrift being’ 
become an bigh prig good things te come, by a greater an 
more perfell i ie not ‘near with bands, that is, not of 
this building : Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but 
by bis own blood, entered once into the holy places and obtained 
eternal redemption for us. And, now in the end of the world 
de hath appeared ONCE 10 put away fin by the cat or i 
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bimfilf. And again, Chrift was once offered te tate away 
pays of pang oka he faith, is ONE offering 
hath he made pepe for ever thofe that are faniified. 
‘Thefe fcriptures do perfuade me to believe, that there is 
nd other oblation of Chrifi (albeit I am not ignorant that 
there are many facrifices) but that which was oncE made 
on the crofs, 

2. The teftimonies of the antient fathers. Auffin ad 
Bonif. epift. 23. Again, in his book of forty-three quef- 
tions, queftion: forty-one, contra Trasfubfien. lib. 20. 
ap. 2%, 22, where he writes, how the Chriftians keep a 
memorial of the facrifice paft, with an oblation, and par- 
ticipation of the body and blood of Chrift, Fulgentius, 
in his book de Fide, calis the fame oblation a commemo- 
ration. And thefe things are fufficient at this time for 
a {cholaftic determination of thefe matters. 

Yet this was more than a mere fcholaftic exercife; the 
eccafion of appointing this difputation arofe at Oxford, 
where Dr. Smith, taking offence at Peter Martyr’s expo 
fition of fcripture, challen Martyr to a public difpe 
tation: Which Afa lared himfelf ready to engage 
in, but not without the king’s leave. The privy council 
awe leave, but Smith ran away from his challenge. Then 

fartyr challenged all the "Roman catholics in that uni- 
verfity to maintain their tranfubftantiation, and the priv 
council appointed delegates to hear and prefide at the dif- 

utation. And like difputations were appointed at Cam- 
bridge, that the papifts there might likewife have an 
opportunity of defending their opinions, if they could. 

Langdale, one of the difputants, and for his zeal made 
archdeacon of Chichefter by queen Mary, compofed a pre- 
tended refutation of bifhop Ridiey’s determination: But 
with this fufpicion of unfairnefs in his account of ma- 
naging the difpute, that th he had the king’s licence 
for printing it, at Paris, Fe 15535 yet it was not 
printed till three years after, when Langdale was fecure 
that Ridley could make no reply. However, Pilkington, 
another of the difputants, afterward bifhop of Duhon 
fays, that the bifhop made all things fo clear in his de- 
termination, and the auditors were fo convinced, that 
fome of them would have turned archbifhop Cranmer’s 
book on that fubject into Latin. 

Ridley aflifted Cranmer in the firft edition of the liturgy, 
or common-prayer, which was publifhed in 1548. He 
was ranked with Cranmer, Hooper, and Ferrar, among 
thofe called the zealous pretefants, in oppofition to Gar- 
Miner, Tunjial, and Benner, who were called zealous pagihs. 
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Ridley printed the injunétions which he had fet forth 
for the vifitation of his diocefe; and they clearly theve 
the progrefs that the Reformation had made in England, 
‘They particularly enjoined, that none fhould receive the 
communion, but fuch as fhould be ready with meeknefs 
to confefs the articles of the creed upon requeft of the 
curate. That the homilies fhould be read orderly, with- 
our omiffion of any part thereof; and that the common- 
prayerbe read in every church upon Wednefdays and Fri- 
@ay:. That none fhould maintain purgatory, invocation 
of faints, the fix articles, bead-rotls, pilgrimages, relics, 
rubrics, primmers, juftification of man by his own works, 
holy bread, pfalms, afhes, candles, creeping to the crofs, 
hallowing of fire, or altars, or fuch like abufes. 

‘The king was under a vifible decay, and bifhop Ridley 
Breached before him about the latter end of his ficknefs. 

‘he bifhop enlarged much in his fermon on the good effects 
of charity; and the king was fo moved with what he faid, 
that immediately after the fermon he fent for the bifhop, 
‘whom he commanded to fit down and be covered. His 
tmajefty refumed the heads of the difcourfe, and faid his 
lordthip muft give fame dire@ions how he might acquit 
himfelf of his Fury, The bithop, aftonifhed at fo much 
tendernefs and fenfibility in fo young a prince, burft into 
tears; but defired time to of the particular chan- 
nel in which the royal charity Should be direéted; and 
that the king would give him leave to confult with the 
Jord-mayor and aldermen about it. His majefty accord- 
ingly wrote them a Jetter by the bifhop, who returned to, 
him with a fcheme of three foundations; one for the fick 
and wounded, another for fuch as were willfully idle or 
mad, and a third for orphans: And his majefty endowed 
Bt. Bartholomew's hofpital for the firft, Brideweil for the 
fecond, and Grey-Friars church for the third. 

‘The king died in 1553, and was fucceeded by his fifter 
Mary, whole reign was polluted with the blood of mar- 
tyrs, of whom Ridley was one of the chief. ‘The queen 
‘was a rigid papift, and caufed lady Fane Grey to be be- 
headed, who openly profefled the proteftant religion, and 
‘to whom Edward had con the crown by his will, 
‘The duke of Northumberland and his fon, and the duke 
of Norfslt and his brother, were alfo beheaded for attempt~ 
ing’ to place that moft excellent lady on the throne ; and 
bithop Ridley was fent to the Tower, among others, whom, 
May was determined to facrifice to her vengeance, 

he queen releafed Gardizer and Bonner out of the 
Tower, and employed thent'to pull down the Petron: 
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‘The mafs was reftored, the proteftants inhumanly perfe- 
cuted, and feveral laws enatted for re-eftablifhing popery. 
‘The parliament revived the ftatutes againft herefy; and 
the queen commiffioned Gardiner, as her bloody inftrument, 
for the extirpation of what fhe called herefy. He was 
Particularly ordered to purge the churches of all married 

ifhops and priefts; in confequence of whieh, four bi- 
thops were deprived for marriage, as alfo three for preach~ 
ing erroneous doftrines; and of 16,000 of the inferior 
clergy then in Angland, 12,000 were turned out for having 
wives. 

As Gardiner was for forcing the proteftants into the 
pale of the Romi church, he began with exerting his 
rage againft the bithops, and the moft eminent divines. 
The bithops Ridley, Latimer, Hooper, and Ferrar, were all 
jmprifoned, and all fuffered martyrdom; which caufed an 
univerfal confternation; and the popith hithops themfelves 
feemed afhamed of thefe barbaritics. 7 

‘The convocation was adjourned, and removed to Oxford, 
that the difpute with the proteitant divines might be held 
before the whole univerfity. To givea colour of juftice to 
this conference, archbithop Cranmer, and bithops Ridley and 
Latimer, were fent from the Tower of London to the prifon 
at Oxford, where they were ill accommodated, denicd the 
convenience of their books and papers, the converfation 
‘of each other, and any mutual affiftance in the conferences 
for each was to have his day feparate from the others, 
‘To thefe three prelates, under fuch difadvantages, a com- 
mittee from the convocation and the two univerfities were 
to be oppofed, ‘The queen fent her precept to the mayor 
and bailiffs of Oxford, to bring the prifoners into the 
public fchools, at the times appointed for the difputationss 
calling Ridley a doétor, and Latimer only clerk. It wag 
intended to expofe thefe three great prelates to infolence 
andabufe. ¢ This difputation (fays Fuller) was intended 
§ as a preparative or prologue to the tragedy of thefe bi- 
 fhops’ deaths; as it were to dry their bodies the more 
© afore-hand, that afterwards they might byrn the brighter 
* and clearer for the fame.’ . 

The goyernment and clergy are charged with the moft 
jnfernal proceedings. The queen was married to Philip 
of Spain, and imagined herfelf nant: But fhe de~ 
clared, fhe could not be delivered uit the heretics, wha 
now filled all the jails about Londen, were burnt; while 
the cl and council of Eagland were to be the execu~ 
tioners of the bloody purpofe. ‘ All the nation feemed 
§ to be in a blaze from perfecuting flames;’ and three 
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muastyrs were particularly fingled out-—Ridley, Latimer, 
pad Cranmer. 

Commiffions for trying them were directed to three 
pithops and feveral others: But the imprifoned prelates, 
at their different appearances, refufed to acknowledge the 
papal authority, Cramer was brought out firft 
the committee, The next was Ridizy; who began with 
a folemn declaration, that though he was once of another 
opinion than what he was of at prefent, yet he had not 
changed it upon apy worldly confiderations, but merely 
for Jove of truth: And ‘ince it was the caufe of God he 
‘vas now to maintain, he protefted that he would have 
leave to add to, pr alter, any argument, as he fhould fee 
caufe for it; and defired he might be permitted to {peak 
without interruption, All this was promifed him; but 
not complied with; and, though all the committee af- 
failed him by turns, even fometimes four or five at onoe, 
he maintained his ground, till the prolocutor put an end, 
by faying, * You fee the obftinate, vain-glorious, crafty, 
*’and inconftant mind of this man; but you alfo fee 
* force of truth cannot be fhaken; therefore, cry out 
* with me; truth has the Ae caf 

The three bithops were adjudged to be obftinate here- 
tics, and declared to be no longer members of the church; 
to which they all objedted. Red told the commif, 
fioners, that although he was not of their company, yet 
he doubted not but his name was written in another place, 
whither this fentence would fend him fooner than by the 
courfe of nature he fhould have gone. 

The prifoners were then parted, and conduéted to their 
feparate prifons; where Ridigy wrote a letter to the pro- 
locutor, complaining of the noify and irregular manner 
with which the difpute was carried on; whercin he had 
not the liberty of making a full defence, nor of urging 
his arguments at length, being overpowered with clamor; 
and the indecent abufe of four or five opponents at a time; 
He defired, however, that he might have a copy of what 
the notaries had fet down; which was not granted. 

. Ridley and Latimer refufed to recant, or to renounce 
their reafon upon the unintelligible jargon of a popith 
eucharift, the common watch-word murder in thofe 
days, and they were to be delivered over tw the fecular 
arm. ‘The bifhops of Glourefter, Linceln, and Brifiel, were 
fent to Oxford, to proceed againft them. hen the com- 
miffion was read, and it appeared that the judges pro- 
ceeded in the name of the pope, Ridley put on his cap and 
vefuled to pay any reverence to thot who aéed by fych 
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& Cottuhiffion, Latimer alfo protetted againft the papal 
authority; and being both accufed of the opinions, which 
they hi haaintained in the public fchools a year and a 
half before, were allowed till the nexe morning to con- 
fider, whether they would retraé, or perfevere in then, 
Both adhered to the anfwers they had already made ; and ont 
the next morning they were pronounced guilty of herefy, 
degraded from priefts orders, and configned over to 
fecular magiftrate to be punifhed. 

Great attempts were made on Ridley to perfuade him 
to accept of the queen’s mercy, which he refufed, and a 
‘warrant was fent down for the execution of him and Las 
timer, They fuffered on the fixteenth of Ofober, 1 555° 
on the north fide of Oxford, in the ditch oppofite Balzels 
Collige, When they came up to the ftake, they embraced 
each other with great affeGtion; and Ridley, with an air 
of plesfure, faid to Latimer, ‘* Be of good heart, brother; 
“© for God will either affuage the fury of the flame, or 
“ elfe enable us to bear it.” He then returned to the 
ftake, and, falling upon his knees, kiffed it and prayed 
very fervently. After which fetting himfelf to fpeak to 
the fpeftators, fome perfons ran to him and ftopped his 
mouth. Being afterwards ftripped, he ftood on a ftone 
near the flake, and offered up the following prayer; *O 
‘© heavenly Father, I give thee hearty thanks for that 
“© thou haft called me to be a profeifor of thee, even unto 
“© death. I befeech thee, Lord God, have mercy en this 
S© realm of England, and deliver it from alt its enemies.” 
‘They were not permitted to {peak, in anfwer to a long 
fermon preached by a Dr. Smith, unlefa they would recant. 
To this’ Ridley replied, That he would never deny his 
Lord, nor the truths of which he was perfuaded; but 
«* God’s will be done.” He faid, he had received fines 
when he was bifhop of London for leafes which were now 
voided, and defired that the queen might give order, either 
that the leafes might be made good, or the fines reftored 
-to the tenants out of the effects he had left behind him, 
which were more than fufficient for that purpofe. After 
this, they were ordered to fit themfelves for the ftake ; 
and ag a fmith was knocking in the ftaple, which held 
the chain, he faid to him; ** Good man, knock it in 
‘¢ hard; for the flefh will have its courfe.” Some gun- 
powder was hanged about their bodies to haften their 
deaths; and the was put to the wood. The der 
took fire with the firft fame, which inftantly put Latimer 
out of his pain: But there was fo much wood thrown on 
the fire where Ridley was, that the fame could cpristers 
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through it; fo that his legs were almoft confumed befpié 
it rough obferved ; and thee paflage being made to the 
fame, it put an end to his life, in the fifty-fifth year of 
his age. A little before he gave up the ghoft, he cried 
‘with a loud voice; ‘* Into thy hands, O 5 I com» 
& mend my fpirit. Lord, receive my foul !” : 

The ftation Which both thefe martyrs tad held, the 
regularity of their lives; the peaceablenefs of their tem+ 
pers, their age, and their behaviour at the fluke; raifed 
gteat commiferation in the {pectators, and fent them home 
greatly difpleafed with thofe who had brought them te 

is end: date 

Ridley’s fine patts, and his great improvements in all 
the branches of literature toadivine, gave him 
the firft rank in his profeffion; and his life was anfwere 
able to his knowledge. He was ofan eafy obliging tem+ 

r; and though he wanted not a proper fpirit to fupport 
Eis character; or to do himfelf juftice againit the great 
and powerful; yet he was always ready to forgive any 
injuries, or offences, His zeal for religion did not fhew 
itlelf in promoting feverities againft thofe who differed 
from it; but in dili, ly explaining the parts that were 
tmifunderftood, and fhewihg their foundation in feripturé 
and antiquity. The grace of his Mafter was not only thewn 
in the candor and charity of his fentiments; but he did 
good offices for thofe who differed from him; he was = 
great benefa@tor to the poor; he expended his revenue 
in a way becoming a bifhop; he maintained and treated 
Heath, the deprived bifhop of Worcefter, for a year and 
ahalf, in the fame fplendor as though Fulham-houfe had 
been his own; and Benner’s mother, who merited nothi: 
on her own account, dined &lways there at the table wii 
him, whilft her fon was in the Zower. The Reforma+ 
tion was greatly promoted by his zeal and learning while 
he lived, as well as by his courage and conftancy at his 
death: For of all who ferved the altar of the church of 
England, he bore, perhaps, the moft ufeful testimony, both 
in life and death, to her doétrine. 

To this we may add the charadter given of him by hia 
learned biographer, Dr. Glocefter Ridley, whofe makerly 

formance we would recommend togur Readers for the 

iftory, not of bithop Ridley only, but of the whole time 
in which he lived, Buf idley (fays he) was * meek 
* and gentle to tender coniciences, patiently bearing with 
* their weaknefs; but where he faw the will was in fault- 
* from vanity, malice, or obftinacy, he fet himfelf with 
* great carneftnefs and ficadincls to reduce it toa ae 
. mifiion; 
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* miffion.—With refpect to himfelf, he was mortified, 
* and given to prayer and contemplation: With refpeét 
© to his family, careful and inftru@tive. His mode of 
€ life was, as foon as he rofe and had drefled himfelf, to 
* continue in private prayer half an hour; then (unlefs 
© other bufinefs interrupted him) he retired to his ftudy, 
* where he continued till ten of the clock, at which hour 
* he came to common prayer with his family, and there 
© daily read a leGture to them, beginning at the aéts of 
© the apoftles, and fo going regularly through St. Pax!’s 
s spies, giving to every one that could read 2 New 
« Teftament, and hiring them to learn by heart fome 
© chofen chapters, &c.” 

He wasa perfon {mall in Mature, but great in learning, 
and profoundly read in divinity. Among feveral things 
that he wrote, were thefe: A treatife concerning images, 
not to be fet up, nor worthipped in churches. A brief 
declaration of the Lord’s Supper. A treatife of the blef. 
fed facrament. A pitcous lamentation of the miferable 
ftate of the church of England, at the time of the late 
revolt from the gofpel. A comparifon between the com- 
fortable doétrine of the gofpel, and the traditions of po- 
pith religion. He had a hand in compiling the common 
prayer-book ; as alfo difputations and conferences about 
matters of religion. 


Here follow two of his letters. 
I. 


a ASTER Chcke, I with you grace and peace, Sir, 
“ M in God’s caufe, for Gad’s Pe, and qi his name, 
“ T befeech you of your help and furtherance towards 
‘* God’s word. I did talk with you of late what cafe I 
“« was in concerning my chaplains. I have gotten the 
€ good will and grant to be with me, of three preachers, 
«© men of good learning, and (as I am perfuaded) of ex- 
*€ cellent virtue; which are all able, both with life and 
“© Jearning, to fet forth God’s word in London, and in 
* the whole diccefe of the fame, where is moft need of 
“© all parts in England; for from thence goeth example 
€ (as you know) cnt all the reft of the king’s majefty’s 
hid whole realm. The men’s names be thefe; Mr. Grindal, 
“© whom you know to be a man of virtue and learning ; 
“¢ Mr. Bradford, a man by whom (as I am affuredly in- 
“© formed) God hath and doth work wonders, in fettin 
¢ forth of his word: The third is a preacher, the whi 
“© for detecting and confuting the Anzbaptifts and Papifts 
E 3 Pek 


es RED EE ¥.- 
#695 exiforted now to bear Chriff'sciols.: ‘The two bs be 
** fcholars in the univerfity: The third is as: poor as 
“4 either of the other twain. ‘Now there is fallen a pre- 
4 Bend in Paw?'s; called Cantrellt,:by*the death of one 
6 Layton. This prebend is an :heneft man’s: living of 
te thirty-four pounds'and ‘better in the king’s books,’ ‘2 
sd woul ‘with all my heart give it unto Mr. Grindats and 
*¢ {o I fhould have him continually with me, and in my: 
** diocefe to. preach. , 
 Butalafs! Sir, I am letted by the means (I fear-me) 
*¢ of fuch as donot fearGod. One Mr. William Themar, 
4¢ one of the Clerks to the council, hath in times paft {et 
© the council upon me, to have she to grant that Layton 
« might have alienated the faid pre! unto him and, 
«* his heirs for ever. God was mine aid and defender, 
«© that I did not confent unto his ungodly enterprife. Yet 
© T was then fo handled before the council, that I granted, 
“ that whenfoever it thould fall, I fhould not give it be- 
“© fore 1 fhould make the king’s majefty privy unto it. 
“* Now Layton is departed, and the prebend is fallen, and 
“* certain of the council (no doubt by this ungodly man’s 
“© means) have written unto me, to: ftay the collation. 
<¢ And whereas he defpai that ever I. .would affent 
“ that a preacher's living ld be beftowed on him, he 
< hath procured letters unto me, fubfcribed with certain 
< of the council's hands, that now the king’s majefty hath 
© determined it unto the furniture of his highneis’s ftable. 
«6 Alafs | Sir, this is a heavy hearing: When papiftry was 
“© taught, there was nothing too little for the teachers. 
« When the bifhop gave his beneficcs unto ideots,’ um 
learned, ungodly, for kindred, for pleafure, for fervice, 
* and other worldly refpects, all was then well allowed. 
«* Now, when a poor living is to be given untoan exce}- 
lent clerk, a man known and tried.to have both. dif- 
$6 -cretion and alfo virtue; and {uch 2 one as, before God, 
“© T donot know 2 man yet unplaced and unprovided for, 
“<6 more meet to fet forth God’s word in all England: 
« When 3 poor living, T fay, which is founded for a 
4 preacher, is ra tipocbnared apc ty sens owaioe b 
ungodl pee procure in this fort 16 flop 
eid tet fame; alafs! Mr. Chek, this Teemeth unto 
“ge to be a right beavy-hearing. ‘Is this the fruit of 
“# "the gotpel? , Mr, Cheke, for: God's: fake, 
ity God's caufe, ‘unto whomloever you think-you imzy 
+: do.any withal, -Aind if you. will not 3, then 
“i Jet thele my letters {peak unto Gent, 
ee foe gee ee am 
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* to Mr, Wrethe, to Mr. Cecil, whom all I dotake for mes - 
“ thatdo fear God. 
: 46 Jt was faid here conftantly, my lord chamberlain to 
: hawe-been departed : Sir, ‘hou the day be: delayed, 
. yet he-hath’no pardon of log life, and therefore 1 do 
¥ Celeech his good: locd{hip,:and fo many 23 thal. read 
4 thele:letterss if-they feat’ God, to help. that neither 
$¢ horfe, nar yet dog, fuffered.to devaur tlie poor liv- 
“« ings appointed and founded by godly ordinance. tothe 
«© aninifters- of God’s word. caufes of confcience, 
S whichdo move me to fpeak and write thus, are not only 
, & thofe which I declared once in the caufe of this prebend 
**. before the king’s majefty’s council, which now I lee 
 pafs; but alfo now the man, Mr. Grinda/, unto whom 
«¢ [would give this prebend, doth move me very much; 
“ for he is a man known to be both of virtue, 7 
“ difcretion,: wifdom and learning. And befide ali this, 
‘* I have a better opinion of the king’s majefty’s honour= 
“able council, than (although fome of them have fub- 
 feribed, at this their clerk’s crafty and ungodly fuit, to 
*¢ fuch a letter) than, I fay, they will let, and not fuffer 
‘© (after-the requeft made to them) the living appointed 
§* and founded for 2 preacher, be beftowed upon fo 
“* honeft and well a learned man. 
“© Wherefore, for God’s fake, I befeech you all, help, 
6 a with the favour Say sonnel 5 ney have know- 
“« or ing’s maj ‘8 good pleafure, to give this 
“ preacher's living unto Mw, rindal. Of late here have 
«© been letters, directed from the king’s majefty and his 
“ honourable council unto.all the bifhops, whereby we 
« be charged and commanded, both in our own perfons, 
‘ and alfo to caufe our preachers and minifters, efpecially 
§© to cry.out againft the infatiable ferpent of covetou{nefa, 
« whereby is faid to be fuch a greedinefs among the 
*© people, that cach one goeth about to devour another 5 
‘© and to threaten them with God’s grievous plagues, 
+ both now prefently. thrown-upon them, and that thall 
‘6 be likewife in.the world to come. « Sir, what preachers 
« thal I get.te open and. fet forth fuch matters, and fo 
€ as.the king's majelty and the council do. command them 
% to be fet forth, if either ungodly men, or unceafonable 
+ beafts; be faffered te pull away and devour the Land 
S godly: learmed: preachefs* livings ? Thus I with you in 
. Fauld bare belget boat ty help ae as 
<* :yosLsrould have. hélp of bier at your mo 2. SrOm, 
« ‘Pathan thi. pevlcate the aga ojo, TSS be) ee 
. oe Reset : our’s in. Chri” < 
: . gla 1s 





r~ PHILP? OT. 


IL. 


i Goon Mr. Cecil, ¥ muft- be 2 falter unto you itv 
“ your good matter Chrif’s caufe: I befeech you be 
* good'to him. The matter is, Sir, alaés! he hath lair 
* too long abroad (as. you do know) without lodging, ir 
& the fireets of Londen, both , waked and cold: 
Now, thanks be to almighty 1 the citizens are 
§& willing to refreth him, and to give him both meat, drink, 
“ cloathing and firing: Butalafs! fir, they lack lodging 
* for him. For in fomeone houfe I dare fay they are faim 
to lodge three families under one roof. Sir, there is a 
“ wide, , empty houfe of the king’s majefty’s, called 
% Bridewell, that would wonderfully well ferve to lodge 
“ Chrift in, if he might find fuch friends in the 
“ couyt to procure in his caufe. Surely I have fuch a 
« good opinion of the king’s majefty, that if Chri? had 
« fuch faithful and hearty friends who would heartily 
“ {peak for him, he fhould undoubtedly {peed at the king’s 
“© majefty’s hands. Sir, I have promited my brethren the 
“ citizens to move you, becaufe I do take you for ons 
* that feareth God, and would that Cbrif thould lie na 
S* more abroad in the ftreets,”” 


JOHN PHILPOT. 


HIS very learned divine, fon of fir Peter Philpet, 

was born near Winchefter ; and was, in his ch, 
put to Wyckham, or New- 1» Oxford; wherehe ftudied. 
the civil lew for fix or feven years, befides the other 
Jiberal fciences, 2nd efpecially the languages*, From 
Oxfard he fet out upon his travels through 3 where 
he was in fome danger on account of his reli 3a 
Francifcan friar at Padua, endeavoring to trouble him for 


‘* Mr. Strype records am incident, relative to Mr, Philpet, 
ser be woe to Onfordn” Wiese ftnpe'be) be prolted in tate 
4 ing, fo well, that be laid 2 wager of TWENTY PRUCK with Joho 
‘ that he would make two hundred verfes in one night, 
* and not make above two faults in them, Mr. Téemar Tachymer, 
4 fchoolmstter, was judge; And adju ‘the TWENTY PERCE to 
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the 
the pious and excellent Dr. Ponst, the 
ifhop of that fee.  Stephex Gardiner, (Pos 
3 celles) bifhop of Winchefer, (faye Strype+ ) ever 
bore ill-will again this godly gentleman (Mr. Philpet], 
and forbad -him ‘ing, oftentimes in king Jieaty's 

i But he [Philjet] could not in confcience hide his 
talent, under this prince, and in fo popith a diocefe, -At 
laft, the bithop fent for certain juftices, who came to his 
houfe: And there calling Mr. Philpet, nocur; Philpet 
faid to the bifhop, “* My lord, do you keep a privy fef- 
* fions in your own houfe for me, and me ROGUE, 
© whofe father is s knight, and may fj a thoufand 
“ pounds within one mile of your nofe? And he shag. 
* can {pend ren Pounns by the year, as I can, I thank 
* God, is no vagabond.” 

Mr. Philpet, when aschdeacon of Winchefer, \abored 
abundantly in word and dodtrine, with great fuccefs, in 
Hampfrire, during the time of king award. He ‘was 
very well furnifhed both by grace and natural acquire- 
sents for his calling, to which he zealoufly devoted them 
all. Bifhop Ridley and our martyr were efteemed the two 
moft learned of afl our Englifs Reformers. Philpot ap- 
pears to have poffefied great fervency of fpirit, which 
appeared in all his controverfies and troubles with the 
papifts, whom he beige: farergred Jeaving.all confequences 
im the hand of God. He had the glowing ardor of ‘a mar- 
yrs and defired the martyr’s crown. “He was valiant for 

truth, and feared not the faces of men; for, at the 
beginning of queen Mary’s reign, in a convocation ‘of 
bithops and dignitaries, appointed for the purpofe of 
changing religion from proteftant to popith; our learned 
feacon, with a few others, bore a noble teftimony 
againft the defign; and, for his vigorous oppofition, not- 
withftanding the promifed liberty of free debate, he was 
¢alled before the chancellor, the faid bithop of Winche/- 
ter, his ordinary; npr fear committed a clofe prifoner 
for about a year and ahalf. He was then fent to Bosner, 
bithop of y and other commiffioners, who confined 
him in the bithop’s coal-houfe; to which adjoined a little 
dark houfe with a great pair of flocks, both for hand and 
foot, There he met with two fellow-fufferers in. the 
fame good caufe ; one of whom was a clergyman of Effex, 
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g godly minifter, and‘e married mah*; who,. upon hears 
ing that archdeacon Philpot was brought to the oul-houte, 
ired-much to fee him; to whom he grievoufly:- lamented, 
that.in:the hour of temptation, through the frailty of the 
ficth, and the extremity of imprifonment, he had: finfull 
complied, by writing, with.the bithop of Londen. He 
added, that he was immediately fet at liberty;. but. after- 
wards felt fuch a hell in his confcience, that he.could 
{carce refrain from laying violent hands on himfelf, Nor 
could he be at peace in his mind, till he went to:the. bi- 
fhop’s regifter, defiring to fee the writing in which he 
had yielded to the bifhop; which he had no fooner got into 
his bands, than he tore it in pieces. The bithop, being 
peta eerie: 
dl of 2 popit an of a bithopof Fefus 
Chrift, whe mut be no sTRIKER; for he fell upon him 
Tike'a lion, beat his face black and blue, and pluckt off 
it part of his beard. He then fent him.to be confined 
Fahy hod ps py et 
hi und him, * as j id he) under the crofs 
33 any of us, and ifn {e8} pla infirmity.” 
The fecond day afer Mr, *bilpot had been in the coal- 
houte, he was {ent to make his ‘appearance before Bonner ; 
who, among other things, faid, * I marvel that you are fo 
© merry in prifon, finging and rejoicing in your naugh~ 
* tinefs; when wu fh rather lament and be forry.’ 
Mr. Philpot anfwered, ‘ We are in a dark comfortlefs 
« place, are pany St. pes wills us, yy make 
© merry in ord, fingit rether, in hymns an Peg 
After fome further dteenion he i ae ack to 
the coal-houfe; ‘* where, (faid he) I, with my fix fellow 
“© prifoners, do rouze together from the ftraw, as chear- 
“ fully, we thank God, as others do from their beds of 
*« down.” But as though refolved, if poftible, to put a 
ftop to the rejoicing of this great and godly man, the 
papifts were continually adding new feverities ; fo that 
when bifhop Bonner, in one of his fawning fits, afked 
him, ‘ If he could thew him any pleafure, and he would 
¢ doit.’ Mr. Philpet anfwered, ‘ My lord, the pleafure 
“that I will require of your lordthip is, to haften my 
+S judgement which is committed unto you, and to dif- 
$ patch me forth of this miferable world, unto my eternal 
<*:relt, For notwithftanding this fair {peech (added ho 


id This ef ie. Revd. Mr. hlaary tery Sel ak excelfent hrs 
ry ten a faifered, ia 
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“ in his account of this matter) I cannot obtain hitherto, 
“© for this fortnight paft, either fire, or candle, or good 
“* lodging, But it is good for a man to be brought low 
** in this world, and to be counted amongf the vileft, 
“© that he may in time of reward receive exaltation and 
© story. ‘Therefore, praifed be God, that he hath hum- 
«© bled me, and given me grace with gladnefs to be con- 
«¢ tent withal.” ¢ 

Mr. Philpet was examined fifteen or fixteen feveral times 
before bithop Benner and others; but -being well tkilled 
in the civil and canon law, he pleaded his privilege of 
axceptionem fori, and refufed to be examined before the 
bithop of Londen; becaufe he was not his ordinary, bein; 
archdeacon of Winchefler. The bithop urged his right 
being his judge; becaufe ‘the convocation, in which Mra 
Philpot was accufed of herefy, in zealoufly maintaining 
the proteftant do@rines of the church of England, as then 
by law eftablithed, was held in St. Pawl’s church, and 
confequently in his diocefe: * Therefore as you were fent 
« hither to me (faid the bifhop) by the queen’s cammif- 
© fioners, and are now in my diocefe, I will proceed againft 
you as your ordinary.’ 

*¢ J cannot deny (lid Mr. Philpet) but Iam in your 
“€ coal-houfe, which isin your diocefe; yet am I not of 
‘© your diocefe, I was brought hither through violence, 
* and by fuch men as had no juft authority fo to do; an@ 
© therefore my being at prefent in your diocefe, is not 
“* enough to deprive me of my own ordinary’s jurifdic- 
* tion; nor docs it make me willingly fubject to your 
‘© jurifdiction, any more than a fanctuary man, being bi 
‘© force brought forth of his place of privilege, lofes his 
*© privilege, but may always claim his privilege wherefo- 
“ ever he is brought: Nor does my conduct in the con- 
“© vocation fubject me to your juritdiaion, or make you, 
« my ordinary; for although St. Pauls be ix your dio- 
 cefe, it is neverthelefs a peculiar of the dean and chap- 
“ ter, and therefore not of your diocefe.” The bifhop 
then endeavored to enfnare him in private examinations ; 
but Mr. Philpot faid, ‘« My lord, Omnia judicia debent 
© offe publica; i. e. all judicial proceedings ought to be 
*€ public, Therefore, if your lordthip have any thing to 
“ chi me lawfully withal; let me be in jud; 
‘© lawfully and openly called, and I will anfwer accord- 
“ ing tomy duty; otherwife in corners 1 will non” 

ibep of L 


Bi fon. § No; wilt thou-not knave? Thou 

“ art a foolith knaye, I fee well enough: Thow-thale 
« anfwer whether thou wilt or not.’ 

i Philpst, 
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S Twill make no further anfwers than] have 


Bing te ins. «Hare bie meray; sad St him in 


The next morning e > an hour before day, Mr. Péit- 
tim feat for by Ge ‘bithop 5 but fearing az foul play, 
(Cie it wae. a¢ fo & time, he refufed 


The bifhop then ordered him to be brought by vio- 
Bovce, and charged him to take the. book fwear to 
aniwer traly to sll fuch articles as he fhould demand of 
him. But as the was not Mr. Piet ordinary, 
be would not fwear. The confequence of which was, 
the bi ordered hiss to be put into the ftocks ; where 

% (faye Philpet) ¥ fat from morning till night, “when the 
a F upon Jalerahes me hearin 
‘or a great while, pretended to examine him ev: 
day, an and’ fometimes oftsxer, and meanly to abule hin 
‘with the taunts of bleckbead, knave, &c. But this 
good man’s arguments, on account his great Superiority 
an learning and knowledge of the fcriptures, they could 
wpcither anforer nor refutes. « § fo that (fays Mr, Fax) bithe bithop 
bay having taken his om with Mr. Pbilpet in bis 
private talks ; and {eeing his zealous, learned, and immu- 
table 5 thought it high time to rid his hands 
of him. A baer fh sce confiftory at St. 
Pals, he caufed him to be ee ht before him and 
others, as it feemeth, nore for order's Sake, ts for any 
Ser then beg to juitice and right judgement.’ 
began by “Gages "Piper with beer 
oo eecehy fenlink of, ’s catholic church— 
phemonly {peakin the facrifice of the mafs, 
ol iti inf, and deny- 
fngy the real la iPr body 281 blcod ta be fn 
the feerament of the altar, le labored, with the reft of 
the he pithope, b _ by perfuafions and promifes, and ty 
, to make him abjure- To all whic! 
papscrar “ fou, asd all your fort, are hypocrites, 
- < and T would all the world knew your hypoctily, your 
BY, ignorance, and idol: 
Perri it deal more altercation upon a variety of 
ich ferved fev to thew the bifhop’s tyranny 
reid the martyr’s conftancy; Benner atked Philpot if he 
had any juit caufeto alled why she fhould not condemm 
hin as heretic ? «« wat (a Mr. Philpet) your.ido- 
* Iatrous it, that you have foundout, you would 
“ Salen defend, but} you arenot able, nor.ever ay 
‘ 
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4,My boids; (faid’ Bowner) my predecefior, “Staby 
when he pain to pols d fentence againft a2 ced 
cninde’ ufe“of @ certain ar isk vies pet example I silo _ 
follow ; and fo with 
erraxtibts, ut in viam beffnt ridire, iiiie oa 
fae ‘lumen fendisy da wey Ciifionl mi 
cenfentar, & illa refpuere qua sie Pachinn fat Tie, 
ee sue fit apta (eBari, - ger Chriftum Dominum nof- 
trans Amen, 


. Philpet. “© 1 with th you would in Engh; that all 
aco aioreen ray tenons 
that al ff a 

“ fpoken-in eae genni woderfand end H 
be edified.” The bithog’ it in Z, 

‘and when he came to thefe 6 refute mene 


© which-art enemies to his fise€4 pate name’ Pipe 


faid,:** Then maét all tara twa) 
“s Pifiaarryty Map Ged torte ose feck 
‘ hypocrites, 2x. would have thin in a tongue that the 
le cannot undetftand.”* * do you mean 7? 
faid the bithop.—* You, wid aa, ed ad all who 
‘© are of your con; prt ab ig 
& fee yo you ft in the place you pretending to ex- 
 ecuts jaftice, ‘whi phyeleed, elfe ‘but “deccive’ 
«all poh And turning to the people, he faid, «* O all 
Pins f dolagh far they ate county 28 Goth work 
thei 3 are cont ta God's wor 
fe ate dake cine 
‘ifhop tl tence of cont vig 
againft him: as'2 heretic; ‘upon: which Philpet faid, 1 
ay Bar ae a bared toes Gein Bur Get Metre 
a and giro you poset peat of Your wicked flags ot 
O77 to state 
«det aa ba of Jour Slody coach 
In Newgate he was treated moft cruelly by Re keepers 
though » Philpet ipet begged of him, upon thi: foot of 
eeintanca, Set to a Te cedeed hia tn the block, 
irdns to be rivetted on him as he wus able 
fo 18 man to extort irom him, 
bear; wand allowed bi money from him, 
before: he would allow him to be taken from the block. 
And notwithftanding Mr. Philpet pleaded his being a 
long time is fon, and his juent poverty, anid 
he would willingly fell his off his back for twent 
fuillises, Teigerie ie barat ery igi I 
foan be. difpatched” ne exper demented F, 
and becaule Mr; Pbripat id et to gins Bas he 0 ved 
see 3 
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dered } ke eae to take him on his back, and carry him 
into i be 

‘When notice was given him, the night before he fef- 
fered, that he was to be burnt the next day, he {aid,— 
«<< I am ready; God give me firength, and a joyful re- 
“¢ furrechon.” He then poured out his fpirit in prayer 
to the Lord, giving him hearty thanks Rr accounting 
him worthy to luffer for his As he was goin; re 
\mitl i, the <1 arty, cf 
UP, age ghey a Nyt deer 
merrily faid——* Whatt wilt 
‘When he waa nome i - 






THOMAS CRANMER, D.D. 
* The frit Baorperame Ancaesmer of Conterbyry. 


Tees. tnam sats the fon of Thomas 
ioe Rad <foteenel an antient and wealthy 
ay) 1s which ‘fen redarbir ah the ‘Speed ao we 

at Afatton, i i ite, 4, 1498. His 
died, when he wad 3 pe A naa when 
be ee (foaeaen yee Sion to, Combrneee. He 
was elected fellow of Fefis-Coliege; where he was fo well 
beloved, that when Re fellowlsip was vacant by mar- 
riage t his wife dying about a year after, the mafter 
fell chofe him again, This favor he fo gratefully 
acknow! |, that when he was nominated to a fellow- 
fhip in cardinal Weiey’s new foundation at Oxford, though 
the falary was much more confidereble, the way ta 
preferment more ready by the favor of the cardinal, he 
neverthelefs declined it, and chofe rather to continue ies 
3 is 
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his old fellow-collegiens, who had given him fo fingular 
a proof of their eee : . nee 

In the year 1st he cominenced door of divinity, 
being then in the thirty-fourth year of lis age; and being 
in efteem for hare learning, he was chofen 

of the divini in bis own college; an¢ 
appointed by the iiniverfity to be one of tlie examiners of 
thofe, who took their degrees in divinity. Thefe candi~ 
dates he examined chiefly out of tht {criptures; and find- 
ing many of them grofly ignorant thereof; having thrown 


away their time oh the dark xities and ulelels quef- 
tions of the fchbolmen, ‘he. rej themi as isifidicient ; 
sivifing them to apply clofely to the ftudy of 
the holy 


feriptures, before : came for their degrees ; 
it being thameful for a pei) of divitityto be unfilled 
in that book, whereii the knowledge of God, and the 
grounds of divinity lay. Aad tho fome hated hint 
for thie, _ baie ingentous publicly returned him 
thanks, ving been the meahs eir great improve~ 
iment in the found know of religion. nau 
During his refidence at , the queftion arofe 
concerning king Henry's divorce; and the plague breakin; 
out in the univerficy about that time, he acked to Vai- 
tham.. ¢ Where cafually meeting with Gardiner and 
Fos, the one the king’s fecretary; és cae bia almoner 
and difco' with them about, ivorce, he t) 
commended. te ex i ed to the King By care 
dinal Wolfty, of confulting the divines of our-own and 
the foreign tiniverfities; which he thought would brin 
the matter to. a fhort iffue,.and be the and fure! 
method of giving the king's troubled confcience a well- 
fcistadtion. is converfation-Fex and Ger- 
iner related to the kings who was fo much pleafed witk 
it, that he faid, * Cranmer had got the fow ty the right 
aa and immediately fent for en to court pes 
mizing his gravity, modefty and learning, refolved to 
cherith Gnd promote hisn. Accordingly he made him his 
chaplain, and gave him a, ice: He was alfo 
Becalnated by Kim Gy be ey 7 Teteto, A - 
ing’s command he drew up his own judgement of the cafe 
ineriiog, and fo falidly defended it in the Public fchool 
at Cambridge, that he brought over many of the contrary 
part-to his opinion; particularly five of thofe fix doétars, 
eho best before given in their jndgeme mt to the king, for 
lawfulnefs of the pope's difpenfation with marrying 
the brother's wife. 2s 
aKa. 14 
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Ina matter of fo great importance, it may not be im- 
proper to give an abftraét of thofe arguments, on which. 
they, who, with doétor Crazmer, favored the divorce, 
grounded their judgement. Thefe were caken partly from 
cripture; partly from fathers, councils, and {choolmen. 
‘rom fcripture they argued, ¢ ‘That the prohibited de- 
« grees in Leviticus were not only obligatory to the Frwie 
nation, but moral precepts and the primitive laws of 
marriage ; as appeared from the judgements denounced 
againit the Canaanites for the violation of them, and their 
being faid to have polluted the land thereby; which 
cannot be accounted for, if thefe were only pofitive 
Jewifs conftitutions: That among thofe prohibited de- 
the marriage with the brother's wife was one; 
» eViii. 36. and 20, 21. And that the breach of 
thefe precepts was called an unclean thing, wickednefs 
and an abomination ; That the difpenfation in Deutero- 
nomy, of marrying with the brother's wife, only thewed, 
that the foundation of the law was not in its own nature, 
immutable, but might be difpenfed with by immediate. 
divine revelation; but that it did not follow, that the 
pope by his ordinary authority could difpenfe with it: 
And to pretend the fenfe of the precept to be only a 
prohibition of having the father’s wife in his life time,. 
was a poor low cavil, it being univerfally unlawful to 
have any man’s wife whatever, while he was yct living. 
« The conftant tradition of the church was clear againft 
the lawfulnefs of the marriage. Origen on Lev. xx. St. 
Chryfiftcm on Math, xxii, and St. Bafi in his epiftie to 
Dicdorus, exprefsly affert thefe precepts to be obliga- 
tory under the gofpel ; and in the Latin church, St. 
Ambroft, Ferom, and Auflin, were of the fame opinion. 
And Tertullian, who lived within an age after the apof- 
tles, in his fourth book againft Maercion, affirms, that 
the law of not marrying the brother’s wife does ftill 
oblige Chriftians. Pope Gregory the Great had given 
the fame determination, in anfwer to Au/lin, the firlt 
archbifhop of Camterbary; and direéted him to advile 
all, who had married their brother’s wife, to look on 
the marriage 2s a moft grievous fin, and to feparate 
from her fociety. Other popes had declared themfelves 
of the fame judgement; and particularly Znnecent the 
Third had wrote with great vehemence againft fuch 
Marriages.” 
: ‘To thefe were added many teftimonies from the writers 
of later ages, and the fchoolmen and canonifts; but the 
judgement of the pureft antiquity being fo full and oe 
prefs, 
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teis, we fliall pafs them. over, as leis material; only ob-' 
Terving, that on the contrary fide none could be produced, 
before Wickliffe and Cajetan, who looked on thefe prohi-+ 
ditions as only branches of the judicial law of the Fewr. 
© The fecond canon of the council of Neo-cafarea de- 
* erees; that if a woman were married: to two brotherss 
€ the fhould be excommunicated till death; and that the 
* man, who married his brother’s wife, fhould be anathe- 
matized: Which was confirmed in a council held by pope 
. regen the Second. ‘The fifty-firft canon of the council 
© at Agde. reckons the marriage with his brother’s wife 
* among inceftuous mattiages 5 and decrees, that all fuch 
© marriages are null, and the parties fo contracting to be 
* excommunicated till they feparate from each other. And 
“ the contrary doGtrine and error of Wickliffe had been 
* condemned, not only in convocation at Londen and 
© Oxon, but in the general council of Conffence.” 

And becaufe fome endeavors were ufed to evade all this 
by a pretence, that the marriage with prince Arthur was 
never confummated; it was farther alledged, * that con+ 
‘ fummation was not neceffary to make a marriage com 
* plete, as might be inferred from Deut. xxii. 24. where 
* the woman, who was only efpoufed to a man, if the 
“ admitted another to her bed, is commanded to be ftoned 
“ as an adultcrefs; and the man is faid to have humbled 
“his neighbour’s wife: And though Jef had never 
“ confummated the marriage with the bleffed virgin, yet 
* it appears from Matt. i. 19, that he could not put her 
* away, without a folemn bill of divorce.” 

But, in this cafe, there was not the leaft ground to 
imagine, that the marriage had not been confummated. 
The marriage-bed was soley bleffed when they were 
put into it; they were feen publicly in bed together, for’ 
feveral days after. The Spenifo ambaflador had, by his 
mafter’s order, taken proofs of the confummation of the 
marriage, and fent them into Spain: And the young’ 
prince, who was then fixteen, had by many expreffions 
given his fervants caufe to believe, that it was confum- 
mated the firft night. Nay it was thought, that his too 
early marriage haitened his death, he having been ftrong, 
vigorous, and healthy, before it; but afterwards declined 
4pace, which was attributed to his being too uxorious. 
After his death, his brother was not created prince of 
Walss, tilt ten months were elapfed, that they might be 
certain that the princefs was not with child, before they 
conferred that honor upon him. She herfelf never faid 
any thing then to the contrary; and in the petition offered 

to 
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to the pope in her name, as repeated in-his bull, it is faid 
that the marriage was perhaps confummated: Nay farther, 
in the pope’s brief, it is plainly confefled; that the mar- 
riage was fully coniy 
In the year 1530, doctor Cranmer was fent by the king 
to difpute on this fubjed&t at Poris, Romie, and in other 
ign parts. At Rome he delivered his book to the 5 
and offered to juitify it in 2 public difputation : But afer 
fundry promifes and appointments, nene appeared to op- 
pofe him publicly; and in more private conferences he 
forced them to confefs, that the marriage was contrary to 
the law of God. The conftituted him poenitentiary 
general of England, and difmiffed him. In Germany, he 
gave full fatisfation to many learned men; who were be- 
fore of a cont perfuafion ; and prevailed on the famous 
Oftander, to declare the king’s sharriage unlawful, in his 
treatite of inceftuous marriages, and to draw up a form of 
direction, how the king’s procefs thould be managed; 
which was fent over to Emglaxd. Before he left Gersmany, 
he was married to Ofiander’s niete; whom, when he re- 
turned from his embafly, he did not take over with him, 
but fent for her privately in 1 sy A 
In Auguft, 15325 archbith ‘arbain departed this life; 
and the king, thinking Dr. Cramer the moft proper per- 
fon to fucceed him in the fee of Canterbury, wrote to hi 
to haften home; concealing the reafon: But Cranmer 
gueffing at it, and defirous to decline the ftation; moved 
flowly on; in hopes that the fee might be filled, before 
his arrival. But all this backwardnefs, and the excufes 
which his great modefty and humility prompted him to 
make, when after his return the king opened his refolu- 
tion to him, ferved only to raife the king’s opinion of 
‘his merit; fo that at laft he found himfelf obli to 
fubmit, and undertake the preighty charge. © This de- 
¢ clining of preferment (fays bifhop Burnet) being a 
® thing of which the clergy of that age were fo little 
* guilty, difcovered, that he had maxims very far dif- 
*. ferent from moft church-men.’ 
The pope, notwithftanding Cranster was a man very 
unacceptable to Rame, difpatched eleven bulls to com~ 
ete his charagter. By the firft, which is direéted to thé 
ing, he is, on his nomination, promoted to the fee of 
Canterbury ; by the fecond, dire@ed to himfelf, notice is 
iven him of this promotion; the third abfolves hint 
te all cenfures; the fourth was fent to the fuffraganss 
the fifth to the dean and chapter; the fixth to the ery 
of Canterbury; the feventh to all the laity; the cigh 
te 
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@ alf that held lands of the fee, requiring them to ac~ 
knowledge him as archbithop ; by the ninth his confe- 
cration is ordered, taking the cath in the pontifical ; 
by the tenth the pall was fent him; and by the eleventh, 
the archbithop of York, and bithop of Lends, were ordered 
to put iton, Thefe bulls, the archbithop according to 
e received; but immediately furrendered them to 
the king, becaufe he would not acknowledge the pope’s 
power of conferring ecclefiaftical dignities in England, 
which he efteemed ing’s fole right. 

He was tonfecrated on th 30 1 A33 by ‘abn Longe 
Iand;, difsop of Hercule, Join Veity, bilhop of Exeter, and 
Henry Standifo, dithop of St. Afaph: And becaufe in the 
oath of fidelity to the pope, which he was obliged to take 
before his confecration, there were fome things feemingly 
inconfiftent with his allegiance to the king; he mies 
public proteftation, that he intended not to take the oath 
in any other fenfe than that which was reconcilable to 
the laws of God, the king’s juft prerogative, and the 
fratutes of this kingdom ; fo as not to bind himfelf thereby, 
to a contrary to any of thefe, This proteftation he 
renewed, when he was to take another oath to the pope, 
at his receiving the palt; and both times defired the pro- 
tonotary to a public inftrument of his proteftation, 
and the perfons prefent to fign it. y 

The fir fervice the archbifhop did for the king, wae 
pronouncing the fentence of his divorce from queen Ca 
Hoarine, which was done May 23. Gardiner, bithop of 
Winchefter, and the bithops of Londen, Bath, and Lincaln, 
being in Coenen with eee the queen, after three 
citations, neither appearing in perfon, nor by proxy, was 
declared contumax; the depofitions, relating 4 te coh= 
fummation of the marriage with prince Arthur, were 
read, together with the conclufions of the provinces of 
Canterbury and Yerk, and the opinions of the moft noted 
canonifts and divines in favor of the divorce: And the 
aschbifhop, with the unanimous confent of the reft of the 
fommifiioners, the marriage between the king 
and queen Cat ine null, and of no force, from the be- 
ginning; and declared them feparated and divorced from 
ach other, and at liberty to engage with whom they 
fleafed, In this affeir the scp proceeded, only 
upon what bad been already concluded by the univerfities, 
convocations, &c. and did no more than put their deci- 
fions into a form of law. On the twenty-eighth of May 
he held another court at Lembeth, in which he confirmed 
the King’s marsiage with Anne Bokyz, The 
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The » alarmed at thefe lings, 2 public 
inftrumeat declared the rll ange ok 5 and 
threatened to excommunicate the archbifhop, unlefs he 
would revoke aj] that he had done; Whereupon the arch~ 
bithop appealed from the pope to the next general coun- 
ci}, lawfully called; and fent the appeal under his feal 
to Bonner, defiring him and Gardizer to acquaint the 
pope with it, in fuch a manner, as they thought moft 
expedient. 

On the feventh of September, the new queen was deli- 
vered of a daughter, who was baptized the Wednefday fol- 
lowing, and named Elizabeth; archbithop Cranmer ftande 
ing godfather. 

hen the fupremacy came under debate, and the ufurped 
power of the bithop of Rome was called in queftion, the 
archbifhop anfwered all the arguments brought in defence 
of the papal tyranny, with fuch ftrength and perfpicuity, 
and fo folidly confuted its advocates from the word of 
God, and the univerfal confent of the primitive church; 
that the foreign power was, without {cruple, abolithed 
by full confent in parliament and convocation. The 
deftruction of this yfurped jurifdiction Cranmer had prayed 
for many years, as binfelf declared in a fermon at Can- 
terbury ; becaufe it was the occafion of many things being 
done contrary to the honor of God, and the good of this 
sealm; and he perceived no hi of amendment while it 
continued, This he now faw happily effeéted ; and foon: 
after, he ordered ap alteration to be made in the archi- 
epifcopal titles, inftead of Apoflelice fedis legatus, Ryling 
himfelf Metropolitanus. 

The king, whofe fupremacy was now almoft as uni- 
verfally acknowledged, as the pope’s had been before, 
Jooked on the monaftries with 2 jealqus cye; thefe he 
thought were by their privileges of exemption engaged to 
the fee of Rome, and would prove a body of referve for the 
pope, always ready to appear in the quarrel, and to fup- 
port his claim. his, it is probable, was the chief mo~ 
tive which inclined the king to think of diffolving them: 
And Cranmer, being confulted on this head, approved of 
the refolution. He faw-how inconfiftent thofe founda- 
tions were with the Reformation of religion, which he- 
then had in view ; and propofed, that, out of the revenues 
of the monaftries, the king thould found more bifhoprics; 
that the diocefes being reduced into lefs compafs, the bi- 
fhops might the better difcharge their duty according to 
fcripture and private praGtice. He hoped alfo, that from 
thefe ruins thcre would be new foundations erected in 

every 
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every cathedral, to be nurferies of learning, under the 
infpeétion “of the bifhop, for the ufe and benefit of the 
whole diocefe. But thefe noble defigns were unhappily 
defeated, by the finifter arts of fome avaricious courtiers, 
who, without fear of the divine vengeance, or regard to 
the good of the public, ftudied only how facrilegioully to 
raife their own fortunes out of the church’s fpoils. 

When queen Anne Boleyn was {ent to the Tower, on a 
fudden jealoufy of the king, the archbithop was greatly 
concerned for her misfortune, and did his utmoft endeavor 
to affift her in her diftrefs. He wrote a confolatory letter 
to the king, in which, after having recommended to him 
an equality of tempers and refignation to Providence, he 
put him in mind of the great obligations he had received 
from the queen; and endeavored to difpofe the king to 
glemency and a good humor. Finally, he moft humbly 
impl him, that, however unfortunate the iffue of this 
affair might prove, he would fill continue his love to 
the gofpe 3 left it fhould be thought, that it was for 
her fake only, that he had favored it. But neither this 
Jetter of the archbifhop, nor another very moving one 
‘wrote with her own hand, made the leat impreffion upon 
the king: For her ruin was decreed, and (after Cranmer 
had declared her marriage with the king null and void, 
upon her confeffion of a pra-contract with the earl of 

forthumberland) the was tried in the Tower, and executed 
on the nineteenth of May, 1536. 

In 1537, the archbifhop, with the joint authority of 
the bifhops, fet forth the famous book, entitled, “The 
‘© Erudition of a Chriftian-man.” This book was com- 
pofed in convocation ; and drawn up for a direétion to 
the bifhops and clergy. It contains an explication of 
the creed, the Lord’s-prayer, the ave-maria, juftification, 
and purgatory, This was a great ftep towards the future 
Reformation; for in this book the univerfal paftorthip 
of the bithop of Rome is declared to have no foundation 
in the word of God; the church of England is afferted 
to be as truly and properly a catholic and apoftolic church, 
as that of ome, or any other church where the apofties 
perfonally refided; and all churches are affirmed to be 
equal in power and di; ity built upon the fame foun- 
dation, governed by the Spirit, and on as good 

rounds expecting the fame glorious immortality.——In 
the article of the facrament of the altar, though the cor- 
poral prefence is afferted, yet it is only faid, that the facra~ 
ment is to be ufed with “all due reverence and honor,” 
without any mention of the slorstion of the elements 
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The fuperftitious notions of the People concerning the 
ceremonies and injun@ions of the church, in thinkin, 
them of ftri€ter obligation than moral duties, are cenfured. 
In the expofitien of the fecond commandment, bowing 
down to, or worhipping of images, is exprefly con- 
demned. The invocation of faints is reftrained to beg- 
ging theit interceffion for us; and health of body and 
mind, remiffion of fin, grace and future happinefs, are 
faid to be above the diff of created beings; and blef- 
fings, for the obtaining which, we mutt apply only to 
God Almighty. The clergy are forbid to pretend to tem- 
poral juritdiétion, in ton the civil magiftrate ; 
paflive obedicnce is aflerted without reftridtion; and all 
refiftance, on what pretence focver, condemned. The 
people are cautioned againft mittaking the eve-maria for 
a ptayer, which is only an hymn of praife. Juftification 
is actrtbuted to the merits and fatisfaction of Fefus Chri 
ALONE, exclufive of the merit of works: And 
pope’s pardon, maffes at Scala Celi, or before any cele- 
brated images, are declared unprofitable to deliver fouls 
out of the middle ftate of punithment; concerning the 
mature and degrees of which it is affirmed, that we have 
no certainty from revelation.—All this was doing fome- 
thing towards a more perfect Reformation, when Provi- 
dence fhould afford both time and opportunity. 
Archbithop Cranmer, from the day of his promotion to 
the fee of Canterbury, had continually emploved his 
thoughts on getting the fcriptures tranflated into Euglifo: 
He had often folicited his majefty about it, and, at Jength, 
obtained a grant that they might be tranflated and printed. 
For want of good paper in England, the copy was fent to 
Paris; and by Benner’s means a licence was procured for 
printing it there. As foon as fome of the copies came 
to the archbifhop’s hands, he fent one to the lord Crom- 
well, defiring him to prefent it in his name to the king, 
importuning him to intercede with his majefty, that by 
his authority all his fubjeéts might have the liberty of 
ufing it without conftraint; which lord Cromwelf accord- 
ingly did, and the king readily affented. Injunctions 
were forthwith publifhed, requiring an Englifo bible of 
the largeft fize to be procured for the ufe of every parith 
church, at the expence of the minifter and church-war- 
dens; and prohibited all difcouraging the people from 
reading or hearing the fcriptures. The book was received 
with inexpreffible joy; every one, that was able, pur- 
chafed the fame; and the poor greedily flocked to hear it 
read, Some perfons in years learned to read on purpofe 
3 at 
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that they might perufe it; and even little children crouded 
with eagernefs to hear it. 

The archbifbop was not yet convinced of the falfenefs 
of the abfurd doérine of tranfubftantiation, but conti- 
nued a Riff maintainer of the corporal prefence; as ap- 
pears from -his being unhappily concerned in the profe- 
cution of Lambert, who was burnt, November the 20th, 
1538, for denying tranfubftantiation. 

In 1539 ¢ archbifhop and the other bithops, who 
favored a Reformation, fell under the king’s difpleafure; 
becaufe they could not be perfuaded, to give their affent 
in parliament, that the king fhould have all the revenues 
of the monaitries which were fupprefled, to his own fole. 
ufe, They had been prevailed upon to confent, that he 
fhould have all the Jands which his anceftors gave to any 
of them; but the refidue they would have beftowed on 
hofpitals, fchools, and other pious and charitable foun- 
dations. In particular, Cranmer had projected, that a 
provifion fhould be made, out of this fund, in every ca- 
thedral, for readers of divinity, and of Greet and Hebrew, 
and fo to render them, inftead of ftalls of lazinefs, femi- 
naries of learning. Gardiner, bithop of Winchefter, and 
the reft of the popifh faction, took this opportunity to 
infinuate themfelves, by their hypocrify and flattery, into 
the king’s favor, and to incenfe him againft the archbi- 
fhop. ‘This is thought to have been the caufe of the 
king’s zeal, in preding the bill containing the fix blood: 
articles; by which none were allowed to fpeak again’ 
tranfubftantiation, on pain of being burnt as heretics, 
and forfeiting their goods and chattels, as in cafe of trea~ 
fon: It was alfo thereby made felony, and forfeiture of 
lands and goods, todefend the communion in both kinds, 
or marriage of the clergy, or thofe who had vowed celi- 
bacy, or to fpeak agatnf private maffes and auricular 
confeffion. 

The archbifhop argued boldly in the houfe againft the 
fix articles, three days together ; and that fo ftrenuoully, 
that though the king was obftinate in paffing the act, 
yet he dolired a copy of his reafons againft it; and fhewed 
no refentment towards him for his oppofition to it. The 
king would have perfuaded him to withdraw out of the 
houte, fince he could not vote for the bill; but, after a 
decent excufe, he told his majefty, that he thought him- 
felf obliged in confcience, to ftay and thew his diffenc. 
When the bill paffed, be entered his proteft againft it; 
and foon after he fent his wife away privately to her friends 
in Germany. The king, who loved him for his probity 
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and courage, fent the dukes of Nérfolk and Suffolk, and 
the lord Cromwell, to acquaint him with the efteem he 
had for him, and to affure him of his favor, notwithftand- 
ing the paffing of the 2&. Bifhop Burnet fays, upon this 
matter, ‘that Cranmer put his reafons againft the fix 
* articles together, and gave them to his fecretary to be 
written out ina fair hand for the king’s ufe: But the 
fecretary croffing the Thames with the book in his bo- 
fom, met with fuch an adventure on the water, as might 
at another time have fent the author to the fire. There 
was a bear baited near the river, which breaking loofe, 
ran into it, and happened to overturn the boat in which 
Cranmer’s fecretary was; and he, being in danger of 
his life, took no care of the book, which falling from 
him floated on the river, and was taken up by the bear- 
keeper, who put it into the hand of a prieft that ftood 
by, to fee what it might contain. The prieft prefently. 
found it was a confutation of the fix articles, and fo 
told the bear-keeper, that the author of it would cer- 
tainly be hanged. So when the fecretary came to afk 
for it, and faid it was the archbifhop’s book ; the other, 
being an obftinatc papift, refufed to give it, and reckoned 
that now Cranmer would certainly be ruined. But the 
fecretary acquainted Jord Cromwell with it, who called 
for the pricft, and feverely chid him for prefuming to 
kecp a privy counfellor’s book; and fo he took it out 
of his hands. Thus the archbifhop was delivered out 
of his danger.’ : 
In 1540, the king iffued out a commiffion, to the arch 
bithop, and a felect number of bifhops, to infpe€ into 
matters of religion, and explain fome of the chicf doc 
trines of it. The bifhops drew up a fet of articles favor~ 
ing the old popith fuperftitions ; and, meeting at Lambeth, 
vehemently urged the archbifhop, that they might be 
blifhed, it being the king’s will and pleafure. But, 
neither by fear nor flattery, could they prevail upon him 
to confent to it; no, though his friend the lord Cromwell 
Jay then in the Tower, and himfelf was fuppafed to lofe 
ground daily more and more in the king’s affedtions. He 
went hira(clf to the king, and expoftulated with him, and 
fo wronght upon him, that he joined with the archbifhop 
againit the reft of the commiffioners; and the book of 
articles was drawn up and paffed according to Cranmer’s 
judgement. ~ ° ; 

Tn this ycar the lasgeft volume of the Englife bible was 
publifhed, with an excellent preface of the archbifhop’s 
prefixed to it; and the king required all parifhes to pre 
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vide one of them by the next Aii-ballowtide, under the 
penalty of forty thillings a month, till they had got one- 
‘The people were alfo charged not to difpute about it, nor 
to difturb divine fervice by reading it during the mafs; 
but to read it humbly and reverently for their inftrution. 
Six of thefe were fet up in feveral parts of St. Paul's; but 
Bonner, afraid of the ei pofted up near them an admo- 
nition, ¢ that none fhould read them with vain glory and 
§ corrupt affections, or draw multitudes about them when 
© they read them.’ But fuch was the eager defire of the 
people after this mew-old treafure (if I might fo {peak} 
that great numbers gathered about thofe who read; and 
fuch as had good voices ufed to read them aloud, in fuc- 
ceffion, almoft all daylong. Many fent their children to 
{choo!, and when they had learned to read, they carried 
them to church to read the bible. In fort, the eyes of 
the people being opened, they be, oldly to fpeak 
apainft thofe dottrnes oF the church of Rome, which 
either contradiéted or could not be found in the bible; 
infomuch that Bonner {et up a new advertifement, threat 
ening to take away the bibles, iz this ufe were made of 
them. And upon the complaints he and his brethren 
prefented upon this fubje&t, the free ufe of the {criptures 
was afterwards much reftrained. © * 

After the fall of the lord Cronnvell, archbifhop Cran- 
mer, obferving the reftlefs fpirit of his adverfaries, and 
how they lay upon the watch for an opportunity to brin; 
him into trouble ; thought it prudent to retire for a fea- 
fon, and to live in as great privacy as the duties of his 
ftation would permit him. Notwithftanding which, hie 
implacable enemy, bifhop Gardiner, was daily contriving 
his ruin; and he having procured one Sir Fobn Goftwicke 
to accufe the archbifhop in parliament, of encouraging 
novel opinions, and making his family a nurfery of herefy 
and fedition ; divers lords of the privy council moved the 
king to commit the archbifhop to the Tower, till egquiry 
fhould be made into the truth of this charge. 

The king, who perceived that there was more malice 
than truth in thefe clamors againft Cranmer, one evening, 
under pretence of diverting himfelf on the water, ordered 
his barge to be rowed to Lambeth fide. The archbithop’s 
fervants a¢quainting their lord of his mackys being fa 
near, ‘the archbifhop came to the water-fide, to ry his 
refpects to the king, and to invite him into his palace. 
‘The king’ commanded the archbifhop to come into the 
barge, and made him fit down clofe by aim; having fo 
done, the king began to complain to him, of the ee 
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sbeing ovcr-run with herefy and new notions of divinity, 
which he had reafon to fear might be of dangerous conte: 
quence, and that the faction might in time break out inta 
acivil war, and be the caufe of much blood-fhed, and 
the total_ruin of many of his honeft and peaceable fub- 
jects. To prevent which, his majefty told him, he was 
refolved to feek aftcr the grand incendiary, and to take 
him off by fome exemplary punifhment: And then prox 
ceeded to afk the archbifhop, what his opinion was of fuch 
arcfolution. Though Crenmer foon {melt the meaning 
of that queftion, yet he freely, and without the leait ap- 
pearance of concern, replied; that his majefty’s refolution 
was greatly to be commended; and that not only the 
prime incendiary, but alfo the reft of the faCtious heretics 
ought to be made public examples to the terror of others: 
But then he cautioned the king, nor to charge thofe with 
herefy, who made the divinely-infpired {criptures the rule 
of their faith, and could prove their doétrines by clear 
teftimonies from the word of God, Upon this, the kin; 
¢ame clofer, and plainly told him, he had been informe: 
by many, that he was the grand herefiarch, who encou- 
raged all this hetcrodoxy, and that his authority had oc- 
cafioned the fix articles to be contefted fo publicly in his 
province. The archbifhop modeftly replicd, that he could 
not acknowledge himfelf to be of the fame opinion, in 
refpect of thoi articles, as he had declared himfelf of, 
when the bill was paffing; but that notwithftanding he 
‘was not conicious to himfelf, of having offended againft 
the act. Then the king, putting on an air of pleafantry, 
afked him, whether his bed-chamber would ftand the teft 
of thofe articles; the archbifhop gravely and ingenuoully 
confeffed, that he was married in Germany during his 
embaffy at the cmperor’s court, before his promotion to 
the fee of Canterbury; but, at the fame time, affured the 
king, that on the paffing that act, he had parted with his 
wife, gnd fent her abroad to her friends. His anfwering 
thus, without evafion or referve, fo pleafed the king, that 
he now pulled off the mafk, and affured him of his favor; 
and then frecly told him of the information preferred 
againft him, and who thcy were that pretended to make 
ig good, The archbifhop aid, that he was not afraid of 
the fridteft ferutiny; and therefore was willing to fubmit 
him(fclf to a legal trial. The king affured him, he would 
put the caufe into his own hands, and truft him entirely 
with the management of it. This, the archbifhop remon~ 
flrated, would be cenfured as partiality, and the king’s 
jufticc calicd in queflion: But his majefty had {e ftrong 
an 
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&f opinion of Cranmer’s integrity, that he was refolved to 
leave it to his condu@&; and, having farther affured him ~ 
of the entire confidence he fed in him, difmiffed him. 

The archbifhop immediately fent down his vicar-gene- 
ral, and principal regifter, to Canterbury, to make a 
thorough enquiry into the affair, and trace the progrefs 
of this plot againft him. In the mean time his advers 
{aries importunatcly preffed the king to fend him to prifons 
and oblige him to anfwer to the charge of herefy. At 
Iength his majefty refigned fo far to their folicitations, as 
to confent, that if the archbifhop could fairly be proved 
ply of any one crime againft either church or ftate, 

¢ fhould be fent to prifon: in this the king aéted the 
Politician, intending, by thus {cemingly giving counte~ 
hance to the profecution, to difcover who were Cranmer’s 
chief adverfaries, and what was the length of their defign 
againft him. At midnight he fent a gentleman of his 
privy-chamber to Lambeth, to fetch the archbifhop , and, 
when he was come, told him, how he had been daily im- 
portuned to commit him to prifon, as a favorer of herefy; 
and how far he had complied. The archbithop thanked 
his majefty for this timely notice, and declared himfelf 
willing to go to prifon, and ftand a trial; for being con~ 
fcious that be was not guilty of any offence, he thought 
that the beft way to clear his innocence, and remove ali 
unreafonable and groundlefs fufpicions. 

The king, admiring his fimplicity, told him, he was in 
the wrong to rely fo much on his innocence; for if he 
‘were once under a cloud, and hurried to prifon, there 
would be villains enough to fwear any thing againit him; 
but while he was at liberty, and his character entire, it 
would not be fo eafy to fuborn witnefles againft him. 

And therefore, continued he, fince your own unguarded 

fimplicity makes you lefs cautious than you ought to ~ 

be, E will fuggeft to you the means of your preferva- 
tion. To-morrow you will be fent for to the privy- 
council, and ordered to prifon; upon this you are to 
requeft, that fince you have the honor to be one of the 
board, you may be admitted unto the council, and the 
informers againft you brought face to face; and then, 
if you cannot clear yourfelf, you are willing to go to 
prifon: If this reafonable requeft is denied you, appeal 
to me, and give them this fign, that you have my 
authority for fo doing.’ Then the king took a ring of 
great value off his finger, gave it to the archbifhop, and 
difmiffed him, ae 
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- The next morning, the archbifhop was fammoned to 
the privy-council ; and, when he came there, was denied 
admittance into the council-chamber. When Dr. Butty 
one of the king’s phyficians, heard of this, he came to the 
archbifhop, who was waiting in the lobby amongft the 
footmen, to thew his vrefpeet, and to protec him from 
infults, ‘The king foon after fending for the doctor, he 
acquainted his majefty with the shameful indignity put 
upon the archbifhop. The king, incenfed, that the 
Primate or att ENcianp fhould be ufed in fo con- 
tumelious a manner, immediately fent to command them 
to admit the archbifhop into the council-chamber, At 
his entrance he was faluted with an heavy accufation, of 
having infeéted the whole realm with herefy; and com- 
manded to the Tower, till the whole of this charge was 
thoroughly examined. The archbifhop defired to fee the 
informers againft him, and to have the liberty of defend 
ing himfelf before the council, and not to be fent to pri« 
fon on bare fufpicion: But when this was abfolutely 
denicd him, and finding that neither arguments nor in= 
treaties would prevail, he appealed to the king; and 
producing the ring he had given him, put a ftop to their 
proceedings. When they came before the king, he feverely 
feprimanded them, expatiated on his obligations to Cranmer 
for his fidelity and integrity, and charged them, if they 
had any affection for him, to exprefs it, by their love and 
kindnefs to the archbifhop. Cranmer, having efcaped the 
fnare, never fhewed the leaft refentment for the injuries 
done him; and, from this time forwards, had fo great a 
thare in the king’s favor, that nothing farther was at~ 
tempted againft him. 

Thefe troubles of the good archbifhop are fomewhat 
differently related by doctor Burnet and Mr. Strype; but 
I rather chufe to follow archbithop Parker's account, who, 
living in thofe times, muft be allowed to be a much better 
authority in things of this nature, than any who lived at 
fo great a diftance. 

he archbifhop’s vicar-general and regifter, being found 
negligent and dilatory, the king fent doctor Lee privately 
to Canterbury, to examine into this confpiracy againft the 
archbifhop, and make his report of what he could difcover, 
On a firié enquiry, he found letters ficm bifhop Gars 
diner’s fecretary, by which it appeared, that that prelate 
had been the principal promoter of this profecution againft 
Cranmer. When the bithop of Winchefler perceived, that 
his defigns againit the archbifhop were dete&ted, fearing 
the conitquence, he wrote him a very penitent acai : a 
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which he acknowledged himfelf to have been guilty of 
great folly in giving credit to thofe flanderous reports, 
which were raifed againft the archbifhop, as if hz had been 
a favorer of herefy and falfe dogtrines; declaring, that he 
was now entirely fatisficd, that thefe accufations were 
wholly falfe and groundlefs; afking pardon in moft fub- 
miffive and affectionate terms, for his great rafhnefs and 
undutifulnefs, and promifing all future obedience and 
fidelity to the archbifhop, whom he ftiled his good and 
entle father. On the reception ef this letter, the arch» 

ifhop, laying afide all refentment againit him, refolved 
to forget what was paft; and faid, fince Gardiner called 
him father, he would prove a father to him indeed: And 
when the king would have laid the bifhop of Winchefler’s 
letter before the houfe of lords, Cranmer prevailed with 
him, not to give the bifhop any trouble about it, but to 
Act the matter drop. 

The fame lenity he fhewed towards doGtor Thornton, the 
fuffragan of Dover, and dogtor Barbar; who though en- 
tertained in his family, and entrufted with his fecrets, and 
indebted to him for many favors, had ungratefully con- 
{pired, with Gardiner, to take away his life. When he 

ft difcovered their treachery, he took them afide into his 
ftudy, and telling them that he had been bafely and falfly 
abu{cd by fome, in whom he had always repofed the great 
confidence, defired them to advife him, how he fhould 
behave himfelf towards them, They, not fufpeéting to be 
concerned in the queftion, replied, that fuch vile aban- 
doned villains ought to be profecuted with the utmoft 
rigor; nay, deferved to die without mercy. At this the 
archbifbop, lifting up his hands to heaven, cried out, 
“© Merciful God, whom may a man truft!” and then 
pulling out of his bofom the lettcrs, by which he had 
difcovered their trexchery, afked them if they knew thefe 
papers. When they faw their own letters produced againft 
them, they were in the utmoft confufion, and, falling down 
on their knees, humbly fued for forgivencfs. The arch- 
biihop told them, that he forgave them, and would pra 
for them; but that they muft not expect him ever to tru! 
them for the future. 

And now I am upon this fubje& of the archbithop’s 
readincfs to forgive and forget injuries, I cannot but take 
notice of a pleafant ftory which happened fome time be- 
fore this: The archbifhop’s firft wife, whom he married 
at Cambridge, lived at the Dolphin-inn, and he often re- 
forting thither on that account, the popith party had raifed 
a ftory, that he was hoftler of that inn, and never had the 
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benefit of a learned education. This idle ftory 2 Yoréfire 
prieft had with great confidence aflerted, in an ale-houfe, 
which he ufed to frequent; railing at the archbifhop, and 
faying, that he had nomore learning than agoofe, Some 
of the parifh, who had a refpe&t for Cranmer’s chara&ter, 
informed the lord Cromwell of this, who immediately fent 
for the prieft, and committed him to the Filet prifon. 
‘When he had been there nine or ten weeks, he fent a re- 
Jation of his to the archbifhop, to beg his pardon, and 
humbly fue to him for a difcharge. The archbifhop in- 
ftantly fent for him, and, aftera gentle reproof, atked the 
prieft whether he knew him; to which he anfwered, no. 
"The archbifhop expoftulated with him, why he fhould 
then make fo free with his charaéter. The pricit excufed 
himfelf by his being in drink: But this, Cramer told 
him was a double fault; and then Ict him know, thar if 
he had a mind to try what a fcholar he was, he fhould have 
liberty to-oppofehim in whatever fcience he pleafed. The 

rieft humbly afked his pardon, and confefled him{elf to 
fe very ignorant, and to underftand nothing but his mo~ 
ther tongue. ‘ No doubt then, (faid Cranmer) you are 
S well verfed in the Englifp bible, and can anfwer any 
“6 queftions out of that: Pray tell me who was David’s 
¢ father?” ‘The prieft ftood ftill a while to confider; but 
at Iaft told the archbithop, he could not recollect his name. 
Tell me then (fays Cranmer) who was Sclomen’s father?” 
‘The poor prieft replied, that he had no fkill in genealo- 

ies, and could not tell. Then the archbithop advifed 

im to frequent alehoufes fefs, and his ftudy more; and 
admonifhed him, not to accufe others for want of learning, 
till he was mafter of fome himfelf; difcharged him out of 
cuftody, and fent him home to his cure. 

Thus much may fuffice concerning the clemency and 
charitable forgiving temper of the archbifhop, He was 
much blamed by many for his too great lenity; which, it 
was thought, encouraged the popith faétion to make fret 
attempts againft him. The king, obferving their impla- 
cable hatred towards him, and the perils to which he was 
expofed, on account of the zea} for the Reformation of 
thofe abufes under which she church groaned, changed 
his coat of arms, from three cranes, to three pelicans; 
thercby intimating to him, that he muff, like the pelican, 
fhed his biood for his fpiritual children’s benefit, if it 
thould picafe God ta call him thereto. 

And now the archbifhop, finding the jun@ure fomewhat 
favorable, argued again ft the fanguinary act of the fix ar- 
ticles, in the parliament boule, and prefled for a malligation. 
z o! 
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of its feverity; and made fuch an impreffion on the king, 
and the temporal lords, by his ftrong and perfuzfive reafon- 
ing, that they agreed to moderate the rigour of the ftatute. 

Soon after, the king prepared for an expedition againft 
France, and ordering a litany to be faid for a bleffing on 
his arms, the archbithop prevailed with him to let it be fer 
forth in Englifo; the fervice in an unknown tongue mak- 
ing the people negligent in coming to church. This, with 
the prohibition of fome fuperftitious and unwarrantable 
cuftoms, touching vigils and the worthip of the crofs, was 
all the progrefs the Reformation made, during the rcign 
of king Henry: For the intended Reformation of the canon 
law, was, by the craft of bithop Gardiner, {upprefled for 
reafons of Fite, and the king, towards the latter end of 
his life, feemed to have a ftrong byafs towards the popifh 
fuperftitions, and to frown on allattempts of a Reformation. 

On the 28th of Fanuary, 1546, king Henry departed this 
life; and was fucceeded by his fon Edward, who was god~ 
fon to the archbifhop, and had been inftructed by men who 
favored the Reformation. Archbifhop Cranmer was one 
of thofe, whom the late king had nominated for his exe- 
cutors, and who were to take the adminiftration of the 
government into their hands, till king Edward was cigh- 
teen years old: And when the earl of Hertford was after- 
warts chofen protector, his power was limited, fo as not 
to be able to do any thing, without the advice and confent 
‘of all the other exccutors. 

The hifhops of the popifh party (fays bithop Burnet) 
took ftrange methods to infinuate themfelves into the late 
king’s confidence; for they took out commiflions, by which 
they acknowledged, that © all jurifdiction, civil and ec- 
© clefiaftical, flowed from the king, and that they exercifed 
* it only at the king’s courtefy, and would refign it at his 
© command.’ ‘That archbifhop Cranmer adopted this cr- 
ror, is plain, not oniy from his anfwers to fome queftions 
relating to the government of the church, fir publithed 
by dactor Stillingfleet, in his Jrenicum, but from the com- 
miffion, which he now took out from the new king; whom 
he petitioned for a revival of his jurif¥iction; and that as 
he had exercifed the funétions of an archbifhop during the 
former reigns, fo that authority determining with the late 
king's life, his prefent majefty would ruff him with the 
fame jurifdiion. On this error of the archbifnop, the 
modern papifts make tragical outcrics, forgetting, that it 
was the common miftake of thofetimes; and that Bonner 
not only took out the fame commiffion now, but had before 
taken out that other in the reign of king Heury, in which 
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(as we have obferved) the king was declared the fountain 
of all authority, civil and ecclefiaftical; and thofe, who 
formerly exercifed ecclefiaftical jurifdiction, are faid to 
have done it preearioufly, and at the courtcfy of the king, 
and that it was lawful for him to revoke it at pleafure : 
And therefore, fince the lord Cremtweli, the king’s vicar- 
general in ecclefiaftical affairs, was fo far employed in 
matters of ftate, as not to be at leifure to difcharge his 
funétion every where, the king gave Bonner authority to 
exercife epifcopal jurifdi@tion in the diocefe of London. 

This feems to have been the precedent, after which the 
new commifiions were now formed. Mr. Strype, indeed, 
confidently affirms the archbifhop to have had a hand in 
drawing them up; but the very words, which hc quotes to 
prove it, are manifeftly taken from the preamble to Ban 
nev’s commiffion, But from thefe unprimitive and unca- 
tholic notions, our archbifhop was happily recovered by 
that bright luminary of our reformed church, bithop Ridley. 

The late king, who died in the Roman communion, 
(though his imperfeétions are fo freely charged on the 

efermation by the papifts) had, in his will, left fix 
hundred pounds per annum, for maffes for his foul, with 
provifion for four folemn obits every year; but, by the 
inAuence of the archbifhop, this fuperflitious part of his 
will, notwithttanding his itrict and folemn charge for its 
exucution, was neglecied. 

On the 2oth of February, the coronation of king Edward 
was folemnized at Wepiminfler Abbey. The ceremony was 
performed by erchbifhop Cranmer, who made an excellent 
ipecch to the king; in which, after a cenfure of the papal 
encroachments on princez, and a declaration, that the 
fuiemn ceremonies of a coronation add nothing to the 
ty of 2 prince, whofe power is derived immediately 
m God ; he goes on to inform the king of his duty, 
exhorts him to follow the precedent of good Fofias, to 
regulate the worfhip of God, to fupprefs Holatry, reward 
i xecute juftice, rclieve the poor, reprefs violence, 
th the cvil doer, It may not be improper, to 

wh: fays concerning the divine original of 
Vv power, in his own words; to rectify fome prevail. 
as gmongft us. ¢ The folemn rites of corona- 
she) have their ends and utility, yet neither 
or neceffily; they be good admonitions ta 
in mind of their duty to God, but no increafe- 
v¢ ment of their dignity : For they be God’s anointed, not 
** in refpeét of the oi, which the bifhop ufeth, but in 
 confidcration af their power which is ordained, of the 
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*° fword which is authorized, of their perfons which are 
© ele&ted of God ; and indued with the gifts of his Spirit, 
“ for the better ruling and guiding of the people. The 
“© oil, if added, is but a ceremony; if it be wanting, the 
“© king is yet a perfe&t monarch notwithftanding, and 
«* God’s anointed, as well as if he was inoiled.” Then 
follows his acco’ of the king’s duty; after which he 
goes on, “* Being bound by my funtion, to lay thefe 
“© things before your royal highnefs; yet I openly declare, 
© before the living God, and before the nobles of the Jand, 
*© that I have no commiiion to denounce your majefty 
“© deprived, if your highnefs mifs in part, or in whole, of 
© thefe performances.” 

This fpeech had fo good an effcct on the young king, 
that a royal vifitation was refolved on, to redti the dif. 
orders of the church, and reform religion. ‘The vifitors 
had fix circuits affigned them; and every divifion had a 
preacher, whofe bufinefs it was, to bring off the People 
from fuperftition, and difpofe them for the intended alte- 
rations, And to make the impreffions of their doctrine 
more lafting, the archbifhop thought it highly expedient 
to have fome homilies compofed; which fhould, in 2 plain 
method, teach the qroun and foundation of truc reli« 

ion, and correét the prevailing errors and fuperftitions. 

in this head he confulted the bifhop of /Vinchefier, and 
defired his concurrence; but to no purpofe : For Gardiner, 
forgetting his large profeflions of all future obedience to 
the archbifhop, was returned with the dog to his vomit, 
and wrotc to the protector, to put a ftop to the Reformation 
in its birth. © When Cranmer perceived that Gardiner was 
obftinate, he went on without him, and fet forth the firft 
book of homilies, in which bimfelf had the chicf hand, 
Soon after, Erafmus’s paraphrafe on the New Teftament 
was tranflated, and placed in every church, for the ine 
ftruftion of the people. 

On November 5, 1547, 2 convocation was held at St. 
Pauj’s, which the archbifhop opened with a {pecchs in 
which he put the clergy in mind of applying themfelves 
to the ftudy of the holy {criptures, and proceeding accord- 
ing to that rule, in the throwing off the corrupt innova- 
tions of popcry. But the terror of the fix articles being 
a check on the majority, they acquainted the archbifhop 
with their fears; who, reporting it to the council, prevailed 
to have that act repealed. In this convocation, the com- 
munion was ordered to be adminiftred in both kinds, and 
the fawfulacts of the marriage of the clergy affirmed by a 
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In the latter end of Fanuary, the archbithop wrote to 
Bonner, to forbid, throughout his diocefe, the ridiculous 
proceffions, which were ufual in the popifh times, on 
Candlemas-Day, Afb-Wednefday and Palm-Sunday; and to 
caufe notice thereof to be given to the other neighboring 
bithops, that they might do the fame. He was alfo one 
of the committee appointed to infpect the offices of the 
church, and to reform them according to fcripture and the 
pureft antiquity: And by them a new office for the holy 
communion was drawn up, and fet forth by authority. 

This ycar was alfo publifhed the archbifhop’s catechifm, 
entitled, ‘¢ A fhort inftructiion in Chriftian religion, for 
* the fingular profit of children and young people,” and 
a Latin treatife of his, againft unwritten verities. From 
this catechifm, it is plain, that he had now recovered 
himfelf from thofe extravagant notions of the regal fupre~ 
macy, which he had once run into; for here he ftrenuoufly 
afferts the divine commiffion of bifhops ard priefts, inlarges 
on the efficacy of their abfolution and fpiritual cenfures, 
and earneftly wifhes for the reftoring the primitive peni- 
tentiary difcipline. 

In 1550, the archbifhop publithed his ** Defence of 
“* the truc and catholic doétrine of the facrament of the 
«© body and blood of our Saviour Chrift.” He had now, br 
the advice and affiftance of bifhop Ridley, overcome thofe 
ftrong prejudiccs he had fo long labored under, in favor of 
the corporal prefence; and in this treatife, from fcripture 
and reafon, excellently confuted it. The popifh party 
were alarmed at the publication of it; and foon after two 
anfwers to it were publifhed, the one written by Dr. Smith, 
the other by Gardiner, The archbithop defended his book 
againft them both; and was allowed, by all impartial rea~ 
ders, vaftly to have the fuperiority in the argument, ‘The 
archbifhop’s book was afterwards tranflated into Latin, by 
fir John Cheke, and was highly efteemed by all learned fo- 
reigners, for the great knowledge in fcripture and eccle~ 
fiattical antiquity therein difcovered. 

The next material occurrence relating to the archbifhop, 
was the publication of the forty-two articles of religion; 
which, with the affiftance of bifhop Ridley, he drew up for 
preferving and maintaining the purity and unity of the 
church. They were alfo revifed by feveral other bifhops 
and learned divines; and, after their corrections, farther 
enlarged and improved by Cranmer. Thefe articles were 
if to in convocation in 1552, and in 1 553 were pubs 
lithed by royal authority, both in Latin and Lnglif. Tha 
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‘The archbithop had formed a defign, in the reign of 
the jate king Henry, to review and purge the old canon 
law from its popith corruptions, and had made fome pro- 
grefs in the work: But by the fecret artifices of Gardiner 
and others, that king was prevailed upon not to counte- 
nance or encourage it. In this reign he refumed his de~ 
fign, and procured a commiffion from the king, for him- 
far with other learned divines and lawyers, diligently to 
examine into the old church-laws; and to compile fuch 
a body of laws as they thought moft expedient to be prac- 
tifed ‘in the ecclefiaftical courts, and moft conducive to 
order and good difcipline. The archbifhop profecuted 
this noble undertaking with great vigor, and had the 
principal hand in it; But when a correct 2nd complete, 
draught of it was finifhed and prepared for the royal 
affent, the unhappy death of the good young king blafted 
this great defign, and prevented its confirmation, The 
book was publithed by archbifhop Parker, in the year 
1571, entitled, Reformatio legum ecclefiafticarum. 

ing Edward was now far gone in 4 confumption, not 
without fome ftrong fufpicions of being brought into that 
condition by flow poifons and, finding himfelf decay apace, 
began to think of fettling the fucceffion. He had been 
perfuaded by the artifices of the duke of Northumberland, 
to exclude his fifters, and to bequeath the crown to the 
‘lady Fane Grey, who was married to Northumberland’s fon. 
This, the duke pretended, was abfolutely neceflary for 
the prefervation of the reformed religion, which would be 
in great danger from the fucceffion of the princefs Mary. 
—But, in fa@, he had nothing at heart but the aggran-. 
dizing his own family, and intailing the crown on his 
pofterity ; for he was even then a fecret papift, as he after- 
wards confeffed at his execution. The archbifhop did 
his utmoft to oppofe this alteration of the fucceffion: He 
argued againft it with the king, telling him, that religion 
wanted not to be defended by fuch unrighteous methods; 
that it was one of the grofs errors of the papifts, to juftify 
the excluding or depoling princes from their juft rights, 
on account of religion ; and, let the confequence be what 
it would, juftice ought to take place, and the protection 
of the church committed to the care of that righteous 
providence, which was never known to give 2 bleffing to 
thofe, who endeavored to preferve themfelves from any 
imminent danger by unlawful means. But his majefty, 
being over-perfuaded by Northumberlend’s agents, was not 
to be moved from his refolution : The will was made, and 
fubferibed by the council and the judges, The arch- 
I bifhop 
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bifhop was fent for, laft of all, and required to fubfcribe : 
But he plainly told them he could not do it without per+ 
jury, having fworn to the entail of the crown on the twa 
princefits, Afary and Elizabeth. ‘To this the king replied, 
that the judges, who beft knew the conftitution, fhould 
be moft ‘regarded in this point; and they had informed 
him, that, notwithftanding that entail, he might lawfully 
bequeath the crown to the lady Fane. The archbithop 
defired to difcourfe with them him(elf about this matter; 
and they all agreeing, that he might Jawfully fubfcribe 
the king’s will, he was, after many perfuafions, prevailed 
upon to refign his own private {cruples to their authority, 
and at laft, not without great reluétancy, he fet his hand 
to it. 3 

On the fixth of July, in the year of our Lord 1553, it 

pleated Almighty God to take to himfelf this pious and 
good prince, king Ldward; and the archbithop, having 
fubfcribed to the king’s will, thought himfelt obliged, 
by virtue of his oath, to join the lady Fane. But her 
fhort-lived power foon expired, and queen Ifary’s title 
‘was univerfally acknowledged, and fubmitted to. 

Not long atter her ccceflion, a falfe report was raifed ; 
that archbithop Cranmer, in order to make his court to 
the queen, had offered to reftore the Latin fervicc, and 
that he had already {zid mafs in his cathedral church of 
Canterbury. ‘Yovindicate himf{clf from this vile and bafe 
afperfion, the archbifhop publifhed a declaration; in 
which he not only cleared himfelt from that unjuft im- 
putation, but offered publicly to defend the Zngiifh liturgy, 
and prove it confonant to icripture, and the pureft anti- 
quity; and challenged his enemies to difputation, ‘This 
declaration foon fell into the hands of the council, who 
fent a copy of it to the quccn’s commifioner’s; and 
they immediately fent for the archbifhop, and qucftioned 
him about it. Craamer ackmowledged it to be his; but 
complained that it had, contrary to his intent, ftolen 
abroad in fo imperfect a condition: For his defign was 
to review and correét it, and then, after he had put his 
feal to it, to fix it up at St. Paul's, and on all the church- 
doors in Lenden. ‘This bold and extraordinary anfwer fo 
irritated them, that they fent him, within a weck, to the 
Tower, there to be confined, till the queen’s pleafure con~ 
cerning him was known. Some of his friends, who fore- 
faw this ftorm, had advifed him to confult his fafety, by 
tetiring beyond fea; but he thought it would reflect a 

reat difhonor on the caufe he had efpoufed, if he fhould 
defert his ftation at fuch a time as this; and chofe rather 
to 
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to hazard his life, than give fuch juft caufe of fcandal 
and offence. ‘The fubftance of this remarkable paper was 
as follows: That he found the devil was, more than or- 
dinary, bufy in defaming the fervants of God; and that 
whereas the corruptions of the mafs had been caf out, 
and that the Lord’s Supper was again fet up, according to 
its firtt inftitution; the devil now, to promote the mafs, 
which was his invention, {et his inftruments on work, 
who gave it out, that it was now faid in Canterbury by the 
archbifhop’s order: Therefore he protefted, that it was 
falfe, and that a diffembling monk (meaning Thoraton, 
fuffragan bithop of Dever) had done it without his know~ 
ledge. He alfo offered, that he and Peter Martyr, with 
four or five more whom he would name, were ready to 
prove the errors of the ma{s, and to defend the doétrine 
and fervice fet forth by the late king, as moft conformable 
to the word of God, and to the practice of the antient 
church for many ages. 

In the middle of November, archbifhop Cranmer was at- 
tainted by the parliament, (which in thofe times yielded 
to any thing, and to every thing) and adjudged guilty of 
high treafon, at Guildhall, His fee was hereupon declared 
void: And on the tenth of December the dean and chapter 
of Canterbury gave commiffions to feveral perfons to ex~ 
ercife archiepifcopal jurifdiétion in their name, and by 
their authority, Archbifhop Cranmer wrote a very fub- 
miffive letter to the queen; in the moft humble manner 
acknowledging his fault, in ccufenting to fign the king’s 
will; acquainting her, what preffihg inftances he made 
to the king agninit it; and excufing his fault, by being 
over-ruled by the authority of the judges and lawyers, 
who, he thought, underftood the conftitution better than 
he did himfelf. The queen had pardoned fo many already, 
who had been far more deeply engaged in the lady Fane's 
ufurpation, that Cranmer could not for fhame be denied; 
fo he was forgiven the treafon: But, to gratify Gardincr’s 
malice, and her own implacable hatred againit him for her 
mother’s divorce, orders were given to proceed againft him 
for HERESY. 

The Tower being full of prifoners, archbishop Cranmer, 
bithop Ridley, Latimer, and Bradford, were all put into 
one chamber; for which they bleiled God, and for the 
opportunity of converfing tugether, reading and comparing 
the {criptures, confirming themfelves in the true faith, anc 
mutually exhorting each other to conftancy in profefling 
it, and patience in fufering for it. 

3N In 
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In April, 1 the archbithop, with bifhop Ridley, and 
bifhop ane as removed from the Tewer to Wa for, 
and from thence to Oxford, to difpute with fome felect 
perfons of both univerities. At the firft appearance of 
the archbifhop in the public fchools, three articles were 
iven him to fubfcribe: In which the corporal prefence, 
y tranfubftantiation, was afferted, and the mafs affirmed 
to be a propitiatory facrifice, for the fins of the living and 
dead. Thefe, he declared freely, he efteemed grofs un- 
truths; and promifed to give an anfwer concerning them 
in writing. Accordingly he drew it up; and when he 
‘was brought again to the fchools to difpute, he delivered 
the writing to Dr. Wefton, the prolocutor. At eight in 
the morning the difputation began, and held till two in 
the afternoon; all which time the archbifhop conftantly 
maintained the truth, with great learning and courage, 
againft a multitude of clamorous and infolent opponents. 
And three days after, he was again brought forth to oppofe 
Dr. Harpsficld, who was to refpond for his degree in divi- 
nity: And here he acquitted himfelf fo well, clearly fhew- 
ing the grofs abfurditics, and inextricable difficulties of 
the doétrine of tranfubftantiation, that Wefton himielf, as 
great a bigot as he was, could not but difmifs him with 

‘commendation. 
In thefe difputations, among otber flanderous reproachcs, 
the archbifhop was accufed for corrupting and falfifying a 
affage, which in his book of the facrament he had quoted 
rom St. Hilary: In gnfwer to which, he replied that he 
“had tranfcribed it verbatim from the printed book; and 
that Dr. Smith, one of their own divines there prefent, 
had quoted it word for word alfo. But Smith made no 
reply, being confcious that it was true. When the dif- 
putation was over, one Mr, Halcot, remembering that he 
bad Smith's book, went dire@ly to his chamber in Uni- 
ver fity-College; and comparing it with Cranmer's, found 
the quotations exactly to agree. He afterwards looked 
into a book of Gardiner’s, called, © The devil’s fophiftry,” 
where the fame paflage was cited ; and both the Latin and 
Engl agreed exactly with Cranmer’s quotation and tranf> 
lation. Upon this Re refolved to carry the faid books to. 
the archbifhop in prifon, that he might produce them in 
his own vindication: When he came thither he was ftop- 
ped, and brought before Dr. #¢ffon and his colleagues ; 
who, upon information of his defign, charged him with 
treafon, and abetting Cranmer in his herefy; and com- 
mitted him to prifon. The acxt day he was again brought 
before them; and they threatened to fend him to bifhop 
2 Gardiner, 
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Gardiner, to be tried for treafon, unlefs he would fub- 
{eribe the three articles, concerning which the difputation 
had been held. This he then refufed ; but being fent for 
again, after the condemnation of Cranmer, through fear 
he confented to do it; yet not till they had affured him, 
that, if he finned by fo doing, they would take the guilt 
upon themfelves, and anfwer for it to God. And yet 
even this fubfcription, of which he afterwards heartily 
repented, could not prevail for the reftoring his books, 
Jeft he fhould thew them to their fhame ; nor for his entire 
difcharge, the mafter of Univerfity-College being commanded 
to keep a ftri& watch over him, till Gardiner’s pleafute 
concerning him was known; and if he heard nothing from 
him in a fortnight’s time, then to expel him the college 
for his offence. 

On the twentieth of April, Cranmer was brought to St. 
Mary's, before the queen’s commiffioners; and refufin, 
to fubfcribe, was pronounced an heretic, and fentence of 
condemnation was read againft him as fuch. Upon which 
he told them that he appealed from their unjuft fentence and 
judgement, to the judgement of the Almighty; and that 

¢ trufted to be received to his prefence in heaven, for 
maintaining the truth of whofe fpiritual prefence at the 
altar, he was there condemned. After this, his fervants 
were difmifled from their attendance, and him(clf clofely 
confined in prifon. 

The latter end of this year a popifh convocation met; 
and did archbifhop Cranmer the honor, to order his book 
of the facrament to be burnt, in company with the Englifh 
bible and common-prayer-book. Cranmer, in the mean 
time, {pent his melancholy hours in writing a vindication 
of his treatife concerning the eucharift, from the objec- 
tions of Gardiner; who had publifhed a book againtft it, 
under the feigned name of Marcus Antonius Conflantius, 
Many learned men of the Romifh perfuafion came to vifit 
him in prifon, and endeavored, by difputations and con~ 
ferences, to draw him over to their church ; but in vain. 

In 1555, new commiffion was fent from Rome, for the 
trial of archbithop Cranmer for herefy ; the former fentence 

inft him being void in law, becaufe the authority of 
the pope was not then re-cftablifhed. The commiffioners 
were Dr. Brooks, bithop of Gleuceffer, the pope’s delegates 
Dr. Story, and Dr. Martin, doors of the civil law, the 
ueen’s commiffioners. On September 12, they met at St. 
ary's church ; and being feated at the high altar, com- 
manded the archbifhop to be brought before them. To 
the queen’s commiffioners, as reprefenting the fupreme 
gN2 authority 
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authority of the nation, he paid all due refpe&; but abfo- 
qucely refufed to thew any to the pope’s delegate, left he 
fhould feem to make the leaft acknowledgment of his 
ufurped fupremacy. Brooks, in a long oration, exhorted 
him to confider from whence he was fallen, advifing him, 
in the moft earneft and pathetic manner, to return to his 
holy mother, the Reman catholic church, and, by the ex- 
ample of his repentance, to reclaim thofe whom his paft 
errors had mifled. 

In this oration, he betrayed great ignorance both of 
feripture and antiquity ; of feripture, affirming, that 
the Arians had more texts, by two and forty, to counte- 
nance their errors, than the catholics had for the mainte~ 
nance of the truth; of antiquity, by making Origen write 
of Berengarius who lived near eight hundred years after 
him; and by confounding the great St. Cyprian with an- 
other Cyprian of Antioch, laying the magical ftudies of the 
latter to the charge of the forieer. 

‘When he had finithed his harangue, Dr. Martin, ina 
fhort fpeech, began to open the trial, acquainting the 
archbithop with the articles alledged againft him, and re- 
quiring his anfwer. The articles contained a charge of per~ 
jury, incontinence, and herefy; the firft, on account of his 
‘oppofition to the papal tyranny; the fecond, in refpeat to 
his marriage; ant she laft, on account of the Reformation 
in the late reign, in which he had the chief hand. The 
archbifhop having liberty to fpeak, after he had repeated 
the Lord’s-prayer and the creeds began with a juftification 
of his conduét, in relation to his renouncing the pope’s 
fapremacy; the admiffion of which, he proved by many 
initances, to be contrary to the natural allegiance of the 
fubjeét, the fundamental laws of the realm, and the ori- 
ginal conftitution of the Chriftian church: And in the 
clofe, he boldly charged Breods with perjury, for fitting 
there by the pope’s authority, which he had folemnly ab- 
jured. © Brezts endeavored to vindicate himfelt, and retort 
the charge on the archbifhop, by pretending, that he wes 
feduced by Cranmr to take that oath: But this, the arch- 
bifhop told him, was a grofs untruth; the pope’s fupre- 
macy having received the faid blow from his predeceffor, 
archbifhop erbam ; by whofe advice king Henry had fent 
to both the univerfities, to examine what foundation it 
had in the word of God; to which they replied, and gave 
it under their feal, that, by the word ‘rf God, the fupre- 
macy was vefted in the king, not 1¢ pope; and that 
Brooks had then fubfcribed this determination, and there 
fore wronged him, in pretending that he was seduces bY 
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him. | At this Brooks was in a it confufion, and cried, 
* We came to examine you; and, I think, you examine us.” 

Then Dr. Story began to rail at the archbifhop, in an 
indecent manner, for excepting againft the authority of 
his judge ; and moved bihop Bracks, to require from him 
a direét anfwer to the articles, whereof he ftood accufed ; 
or, if he continued to deny the pope’s authority, and to de- 
cline anfwering, to proceed to fentence againft him. 

After this, doctor A@artin had a hort conference with 
the archbifhop, about his condué in relation to the fu- 
premacy, and the dodtrinc of the eucharift ; and then they 
Proceeded to demand his anfwer to certain interrogatories, 
concerning the crimes laid to his charge; to which he 
replied in fo full and fatisfa&tory a manner, that Brooks 
thought himéelf obliged to make another fpeech, to take 
off the impreffion his defence might have made upon the 
people. The fpeech was much unbecoming the gravity 
of a bifhop, confifting only of feurrilous and unchriftian 
railings, and uncouth and fophiftical mifapplications of 
{cripture and the fathers. After this, the archbifhop was 
cited to appear at Rome, within fourfcore days, and there 
to anfwer in perfon: To which he replied, that he would 
very willingly confent, if the queen would give him leave 
to go to Rome, and juftify the Reformation to the pope’s 
face. But this was only a mock citation; for be was 
kept all that time clofe confined, and yet at the end of 
fousfcore days was declared contumax, for wilfully ab- 
fentin; himfelf from Rome, whither he was legally fum- 
moned; and in confequence thereof was degraded, as we 
fhall {ee hereafter. 

It is worth while to obferve his laft judgement, con- 
cerning the extent of the regal fupremacy, as contained in 
his anfwer to Dr. Martin. When that do@or afked him, 
who was fupreme head of the church of England? the 
bithop anfwereds ‘* Chrif? is head of this member, ashe is 
** of the whole body of the catholic church,” When the 
dogtor again demanded, whether he had not declared king 
Henry head of the church? ‘* Yes, faid the archbifhop, of 
“ all the people in England, as well ecclefiaftical as tem- 
© poral.” * What, fays Martin, and not of the church ?? 
«© No, replied the archbifhop, for Chri? only is head of 
“* his church, and of the faith and religion of the fame.”* 

In the February following, 1556, 2 new commiffion was 

iven to bithop Bonner and bihop Thirlby, for the degra- 
lation of the archbifhop. When they came down to Ox- 
ford, the archbifhop was brought before them, and, after 
they bad read theis commiffion from the pope, Bears he 
. a feurril- 
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a fcurrifous oration, infulted over him, after 2 moft une. 
chriftian manner; for which he was often rebuked b 
bithop Thirlby, who had been Cranmer’s particular. friend, 
and ihed many tears upon the occafion. In the commif- 
fion it was declared, that the caufe had been impartially. 
heard at Reme, the witnefles on both fides were cuamined, 
and the archbifhop’s counfel allowed to make the beft de- 
fence for him that they could: At the reading this, the 
archbifhop could hot Rebeca crying out, ** Good God, 
«© what lyes are thefe! that I, being continually in pri- 
< fon, and not fuffered to have counfel or advocate at 
«© home, fhould produce witneffes, and appoint my coun- 
“6 fel at Rome! God mutt needs punith this open and 
‘© fhamelefs lying.” When Bonner had finithed his in- 
veétive againft him, they proceeded to degrade him; and, 
that they might make him as ridiculous as they could, the 
epifcopal habit which they put on him, was made of can- 
vafs and old clouts. Then the archbifhop, pulling out 
of his fleeve a written appeal, delivered it to them, faying, 
that he was not forry to be cut off, cven with all this 
pageantry, from any relation to the church of Rome, that 
the pope had no authority over him, and that he appealed 
to the next general council. When they had degraded 
him, they put on him an old threadbare beadle’s gown, 
and a townfman’s cap; and in that garb delivered him over 
tothe fecular power. As they were leading him to prifon, 
a gentleman came, and gave fome money to the bailiffs, 
for the archbifhop: But this charitable a@tion gave fuch 
offence to Bonner, that he ordcred the gentleman to be 
feized ; and, had he not found great friends to intercede 
for him, would have fent him up to the council, to be 
tried for it. 

While the archbifhop continued in prifon, no endea- 
‘Yors were omitted to win him over to the church of Rome, 
Many of the moft eminent divines in the univerfity re- 
forted to him daily, hoping, by arguments and perfuaftons 
to work upon him; but al} in vain, for he held fait the 
profeffion of his faith, without wavering, and could not 
be fhaken by any of the terrors of this world, from his 
conftancy in the truth. Nay, even when he faw the bar- 
barous martyrdom of his dear companions, bifhop Ridley 
and bifhop Latimer, be was fo far from thrinking, that he 
not only prayed to God to ftrengthen them, but alfo, by 
their example, to animate him to a patient expectation 
and endurance of the fame fiery trial. 

At laft the papifts bethought themfelves of a flratagem, 
which proved fatal to him; They removed him from pri 
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fon, to the lodgings of the dean of Chrif-church, the 
treated him with the greateft civility and refpeét, and m: 
him great promifes of the queen’s favor, and the reftitu- 
tion of bis former dignities, with many other honors and 
referments accumulated, if he would recant. And now, 
hold a moft aftonifhing inftance of human frailty ! The 
man, who had with fuch undaunted refolution, fuch un- 
fhaken conftancy, and fo truly primitive a fpirit of mar- 
tyrdom, faced the terrors of death, and defied the moft 
exquifite tortures, finks under this laft temptation, falls a 
prey to flattery and hypocrify, and confents to recant! 
ri is a vulgar error, even in our beft hiftorians, to fup- 
pofe, that the archbilhop acknowledged the whole of po- 
pery at once, and fubfcribed but one recantation, But 
this miftake is now reétified by the labor of the induftrious 
Mr. Strype; who has difcovered how fubtilly he was drawn 
in by the papifts, to fubferibe fix different papers ; the firft 
being expreffied in ambiguous words, capable of a favor~ 
able conftruétion, and the five following pretended to be 
only explanations of the firft. It is yey probable, that 
had’ they acquainted Cranmer with the whole of their de- 
fign at once, he could never have been feduced to redeem 
his life with fuch a difhonorable compliance: But when 
they had; by their hypocrify and artifice, drawn him in 
to a firft and fecond recantation; a fhame to retreat after 
he had gone fo far, and unwillingnefs to lofe the benefit 
of his paft fubfcriptions, prevailed with him to go on. 
The path of duty is the only pth of comfort and fafety. 
Yet we have inftances in holy writ, that fome of the 
greateft believers have been fo Jeft to their own wills, as 
to be fuffered to commit the fouleft crimes, that he who 
thinketh he ftandeth may take hecd left he fall; and to 
convince all Chriftians, that their perfevcrance is in God’s 
faithfulnefs and ftrength, and not in their own, 
‘Phe copy of the archbifhop’s firft fubfcription ran thus. 
«« Forafmach 28 the kiny’s and. queen's majelties, by 
confent of their parliament, have received the pope’s 
- auchority in this realm, I am content to fubmit myfelf 
< to their laws herein, and to take the pope for the chief 
* head of this church of England, fo far as God’s laws, 
S* and the laws and cuftoms of this realm will permit. 
« THomas CRANMER.” 
This paper was immediately fent up to the queen and 
council ; but being not fati ‘ory, another was offered 
him to fub{cribe, in fewer words, but more full, and with 
Jefe referve; and was as follows: 
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“© I Thomas Cranmer, do&or in divinity, do fubfcribe 
‘© myfelf to the catholic church of Cériff, and unto the 
** pope, fupreme head of the fame church, and to the king 
‘© and queen’s majefties, and unto all their laws and or+ 
*© dinances. Tuomas Cranmer.” 

This alfo being thought too brief and ambiguous, a 
third, yet fuller and more exprefs, was required of him; 
which was this: 

«* I am content to fubmit myfelf to the king’s and 
«© queen’s majcfties, and to al] their laws and ordinances, 
“© as well concerning the pope’s fupremacy, as others; 
“© And I tall, from time to time, move and ftir all others 
“© to do the like, to the uttermoft of my power, and to 
“© live in quietnefs and obedience to their majefties, moft 
“* humbly, without murmur, or grudging againft any of 
“© their holy proceedings. And for my book which I have 
‘© written, I am content to fubmit to the judgement of 
‘© the catholic church, and the next general council, 

« Tuomas CRANMER.” 

This, like the reft, not giving fatisfattion, was imme~ 
diately followed by a fourth, in thefe following words, viz. 

“ Be it known by thefe prefents, that I Thomas Cranmer, 
S* dodtof of divinity, and late archbifhop of Canterbury, do 
« firmly, ftedfaftly, and affuredly believe, in all articles and 
*¢ points of the Chriftian seligion and catholic faith, as 
* the catholic church doth believe, and hath believed from 
“© the beginning. Morcover, as concerning the facraments 
** of the church, I believe unfeignedly in all points, as 
4 the faid catholic church doth, and hath believed from 
‘© the beginning of Chriftian religion. {n witnefs whereof 
«© Thave humbly fubfcribed my hand unto thefe prefents, 
“ the eighteenth day of February, in the year 1555. 

: «Tomas CRANMER.” 

Having gained ground upon him thus far, they grew 
bold and berefaced; and in the fitth paper (which is in 
Fox's martyrolozy, and has been coromonly thought to be 
his only recantation) thcy required him to renounce and 
anathematize all Luthcran and Zuinglian herciies and er- 
rors; to acknowicdge the one holy catholic church, to be 
that, whereof the pope is the hed; and to declare him the 
fupreme bifhop, and Cbri/f’s vicar, to whom all Chriftians 
ought to be fubject, Then followed an exprefs acknow-~ 
ledgement of tranfubftantiation, the feven facraments, pur~ 
gatory, and of all the doétrines of the church of Rome in 

eneral; with a prayer to God to forgive his pafl oppo- 
tion to them, and an carneft entrcaty to all, who had ve 
mille 
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mifled by his doétrine and example, to return to the unity 
of the church. 

And yet even this, full and exprefs as it was, did not 

ive content; but a fixth was fill required, which was 
Srawn up in fo ftrong and ample terms, that nothing was 
capable of being added to it; containing a prolix acknow- 
ledgement of al] the popith errors and corruptions, and a 
molt grievous accufation of himfelf as a blafphemer, an 
enemy of Chri, and a murderer of fouls, on account of 
his being the author of king Henry’s divorce, and of all 
the calamitics, fchifms, and herefies, of which that was 
the fountain. ‘This laft paper he fubfcribed on the cigh- 
teenth of March; not in the leaft fufpe@ting, that the pa- 
pifts defigned, notwithftanding all thefe fub{criptions, to 
bring him to the ftake; and that the writ was alrcady 
figned for his execution. 

Thefe fix papers were, foon after his death, fent to the 
prefs by Bonner, and publifhed, with the addition of uno-~ 
ther, which they had prepared for him to fpcak at St. 
Mary's, before his execution: And though he then {pake 
to a quite contrary effeét, and revoked all his former re~ 
cantations; yct Bonner had the confidence to publifh this 
to the world, as if it had been approved and made ufe of 
by the archbifhop. 

The day appointed for his execution was the twenty- 
firft of March; and Dr. Cole was fent to Oxford, to prepare 
a fermon for the occzfion. The day before, Cele vilited 
him in the prifon, whither he was now removed ; and afked 
him if he ffood firm in the faith he had fubfcribed. To 
which Cranmer gave a fatisfactory anfwer. The next morn- 
ing Cole vifited him again, exhorted him to conftancy, and 
gave him money to difpofe of to the poor, as he fuw con- 
venient, Soon after hc was brought to St. Mary’s church, 
and placed on a low {caffold, over againft the pulpit. ‘Then 
Dr. Cole began his fermon; the chicf {cope whereof was, 
to cndeavor to give {ome reafons why it was expedient that 
Cranmer fhould fuffer, notwithftanding his recantation ; 
And, in the clofe, he addrefled himfelf particular! 
archbithop, exhorting him to bear up with courage 
the terrors of death; and, by the cxample of the thizfon 
the crofs, encouraged him not to defpair, fince he was re- 
turned, though Jate, into the bofom of the catholic church, 
and to the profeffion of the true apoftolical faith. The 
archbifhop, who, till now, had not the leaft notice of his 
intended execution, was ftruck with horror, at the bafe 
inhumanity, and unparalleled cruclty [not to be exceeded 
in the infernal regions !] of thefe proceedings. It is ut~ 
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terly impoffible to exprefs what inward agonies he felt, and 
what bitter anguith his foul was perplexed with. During 
the whole fermon he wept inceffantly; fometimes lifting 
up his eyes to heaven, fometimes cafting them down to the 
ground, with marks of the uttermoft cjeBtion! When it 
was ended, being moved to make a confeffion of his faith, 
and give the world fatisfaction of his dying a good catho- 
lic, he confented ; and, kneeling down, began the follow- 
ing prayer. 
*¢ O Father of heaven; O Son of God, Redeemer of 
the world; O Holy Ghoft, proceeding from them both ; 
«¢ three perfons, and one God ; have mercy upon me moft 
«© wretched caitiff and miferable finner! I! who have 
S€ offended both heaven and earth, and more grievouily 
«© than tongue can exprefs! whither then fhould I go, or 
whcre fhall I fy for fuccour ! To heaven J am afhamed 
to lift up mine eyes; and on earth] find no refuge! 
‘What fhall I then do? Shall I defpair? God forbid ! 
«© © good God, thou art merciful, and refufeft none, who 
© come unto Thee for fuccour: ‘To Thee thercfore do 
“© Jrun; to Thee dol humble myfelf; faying, O Lord 
« my Gov, my fins be great, but yet have mercy upon 
“ me for thy ite mercy ! QO God the Son, thou waft 
“<< not made man, this great myftery was not wrought, for 
“© few or final! ofences only , neither didft thou give thy 
«¢ Son ta dic, O God the Father, for our {mailer crimes, 
‘© but for the greateft fins of the whole world ; fo that the 
« finncr return unto Thee with a penitent heart, as I do 
‘© now in this moment: Whercfore take pity of me, O 
“© Lord, whofe property is always to have mercy; for 
“© though my fins by great, yet thy mercy is greatcr.—] 
‘© crave nothing, O Lord, for my own merits, but for thy 
‘© name's fake, and that it may be glorified thereby, and 
for thy dear Son Fefus Chrif's fake; in whofe words I 
conclude: Our Father, &c.” 
Having finified the Lord’s-prayer, he rofe from his 
ind made aconfcffion of his faith, beginning with 
reed, and concluding with thefe words: ** And I be~ 
i¢ve every word and fentence taught by our Saviour 
sc eh Chrift, his apoftles and prophets, in the Old and 
«¢ New Teftament, And now added he, I come to the 
“© great thing that fo much troubleth my confcience, more 
‘¢ than any thing I ever did or faid in my whole life; and 
that is, the fetting abroad a writing contrary to the 
truth, which I here now renounce as things written 
h my hand contrary to the truth which J thought in 
j heart, and written for fear of death, and to fave 
x “ my 
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«© my life if it might be; that is, all fuch bills or papers 
« which T have written and figned with my hand fince 
‘* my degradation, wherein I have written many things 
“© untrue. And for as much as my hand offended, writ- 
“< ing contrary to my heart, my hand fhall fir be pu- 
“© nifhed: For, may I come to the fire, it fhall be firft 
* burned. As for the pope, I refufe him as Chrif’s enemy 
** and antichrift, with all his falfe do&trine: And as for 
‘© the facrament, I believe as 1 have taught in my book 
*© againft the bifhop of Wincheffer.” —Thunder-ftruck, as 
it were, with this unexpected declaration, the enraged 
popith crowd admonifhed him not to diflemble: “ Ah, 
*< replied he with tears, fince I have lived hitherto, I 
‘© have been a hater of falfhood, and a lover of fimplicity, 
¢ and never before this time have I diflembled.” Upon 
which they pulled him off the ftage with the utmoft fury, 
and hurried him to the place of his martyrdom over againtt 
Baliol-College : Where he put off his cloaths with hatte, 
and, ftanding in his fhirtand without his thoes, was faf- 
tened with a chain to the flake. Some preffing him to 
agree to his former recantation, he anfwered, fhewing his 
hand, ** This is the hand that wrote, and therefore it thall 
“* firft fuffer punifhment.” Fire being applicd to him, 
he ftretched out his right hand into the flame, and held it 
there unmoved, except that once he wiped his face with 
it, till it was confumed ; crying witha loud voice, ** This 
‘© hand hath offended ;” and often repeating, ‘* This un+ 
‘© worthy right hand.” At laft, the fire getting up, he 
foon expired, never ftirring or crying out all the while; 
only keeping his eyes fixed to heaven, and repeating more 
than once; ** Lord Fefus, receive my fpirit.” He died in 
the fixty-feventh year of his age. 

He was an open, generous, honeft man; alover of truth, 
and an cnemy of falthood and fuperftition. He was gentle 
and moderate in his temper; and though heartily zealous 
in the caufe of the Reformation, yet a friend to the per- 
fons of thofe who moft ftrenuoufly oppofed it. Thus in 
the year 1534, he endeavored to fave the lives of bifhop 
Fifocr, and fir Thomas More; and afterwards, when Ton- 
fall bithop of Durham came into trouble, and a bill was 
brought into the houfe of lords for attainting him, Cranmer 
fpoke freely, nay protefted, againft it. He was a great 
patron of learning and the univerfities, and extended his 
care alfo to thofe proteftant foreigners, who fled to Eng- 
land from the troubles in Germany; fuch as Martin Bu-er, 
made profeffor of divinity, and Paulus Fagizs, profellor of 
the Hebrew tongue at Cambridge; Peter Martyrs profeffor 
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of divinity at Oxford; Fobn a Lafco, Bernardine Ochinus, 
Emmanuel Tremellius, &c. He was avery learned man him- 
Self, and author of feveral works, printed and unprinted, 
His printed works are, 1. An account of Mr. Pole’s 
book, concerning king Henry the VIIIth’s marriage. 2. 
Letters to divers perfons; to king Henry VIII. fecretary 
Cromwcll, Sir Wilian Cecil, and to foreign divines. 3. 
Three difcourfes upon his review of the king’s book, 
entitled, The erudition of a Chriftian man. 4. Other 
difcourtes of his. 5. ‘The bifhops’ book, in which he had 
apart. 6. Anfwers to the fifteen articles of the rebels in 
Devonfoire in 1549. 7. The examination of moft points 
of religion. 8. A form for the alteration of the mafs into 
acommunion. g. Some of the homilies. 10. A cate- 
chifm, entitled, rf fhort inftruétion to Chriftian religion, 
for the fingular profit of children and young people. 11. 
Againft unwritten verities. 12. A defence of the true and 
catholic dodtrine of the facrament of the body and blood 
of our Saviour Chrif, &c. 13. An anfwer to Gardiner, 
bithop of Winchefter, who wrote againft the defence, &c. 
Lond. + 55h reprinted 1580. It was tranflated into Latin 
by fir Fohn Cheke. Gardiner anfwered, and Cranmer went 
rough three parts of a reply, but did not live to finith 
fowever it was publithed. 14. Preface to the Englih 
tranflation of the bible. 15. A fpeech in the houfe of 
lords, concerning a general council. 16. Letter to king 
Henry VIII. in juftification of Anne Boleyn, May 3, 1535+ 
17. ‘The reafons, that led him to oppofe the fix articles. 
6. Refolution of fome queftions concerning the facrament, 
19. Injunctions given at his vifitation within the diocefe 
of Hereford. 20. A collection of pasfages out of the ca- 
non law, to fhew the neceffity of reforming it. 21. Some 
ueries in order to the correcting of feveral abufes. 22. 
Joncerning a further Reformation, and againft facrilege. 
23. Anfwers to fome queries concerning confirmation, 24. 
Some confiderations offered to king Edward V1. to induce 
him to proceed to a further Reformation, 25. Anfwer 

to the privy council, 26. Manifefto againft the mafs. 
Thofe works of Cranmer’s, which ftill remain in ma- 
nufcript, are, 1. ‘Two large volumes of colleétions out 
of the holy fcripture, the antient fathers, and Jater doctors 
and fchoolmen, Thefcare in the king’s Jibrary. When 
they werc offered to fale, they were valucd at a hundred 
pounds: But bifhop Beveridge and doctor Fane, appraifers 
for the king, brought down the price to fifty pounds. - 2. 
Toe lord Burleigh bad fix or feven volumes more of his 
writing. 
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writing. 3. Doétor Burnet mentions two volumes more 
that he had feen. 4. There are alfo feveral letters of his 
in the Cotton library. 


JOHN PONET, or POYNET, 
BISHOP or WINCHESTER. 


HOUGH the life of this excellent man was but 
fhort, and the memorials of that life are handed 
down to us but in fragments; he was of eminent import- 
ance in his time, and was a burning anda fhining fight 
in the church of God. Bifhop Gsdwin, in his book de 
prafulibus Anglia, fays of him, that he was born in the 
county of Kent, in or about the year 1516, and received 
his academical education in King’s-College, Cambridge. He 
mutt have obtained the knowledge of the gofpel pretty early 
in lifes for he was in fo much confidence with the great 
Reformers, that, fo foon as the beginning of king Edward's 
reign [June 26, 1550.] when Ponet could not have been 
more than three and thirty years of age, he was confecrated 
bifhop of Rochefer; and, upon the deprivation of Gard: 
‘was, within a year afterwards, tranflated to the fee of #1 
chefter. ‘The reafon of his preferment does as much honor 
to the admirable young king E.iward, as it could refleét 
credit upon the bifhop ; for, we are told, that it was, by 
the king’s own motion, on account of fome very excellent 
fermons which Ponet had preached before bim.—A Jadder 
of epifcopal advancement, which is but too rarcly afcended ! 
He was a man of very great learning, as well as grace; 
and poflefled the knowledge, not only of the Latiz and 
Greek, but (what is not a frequent attainment among di- 
vines) a thorough acquaintance with the Dut:h and Jtalian 
tongues. He was, in particular, avery great Grecium, and 
had engaged his mind, probably when quite a young man, 
very deeply in mathematical learning. To fuch a pro- 
ficiency had he arrived in the mechanical branch of the 
mathematics, that he conftruéted 2 clock, by the cffort of 
his own genius, which pointed both to the hours of the 
day, the day of the month, the fign of the Zodiac, the 
lunar variations, and. the tides. This was profented to 
Henry che VILL, and was received very gracioully, for( what 
indecd it was in thofe days) a wonderful piece of mecha- 
nif, Befides ail this variety, 25 well as extent, of know- 
Jedge, in fo young a man; fy a, who was by no mez 
partia) 
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partial to the principles of our Reformers, informs tis; 
that he was ‘ well-ftudied with the antient fathers.’ 

Thus fraught with human knowledge and with divine 
grace, we cannot wonder, that Dr. Ponet was fo foon and 
fo much teken notice of. Above all, God gave him the 
defire to devote his great abilities to the caufe and fervice 
of the goipel. He not only preached much, but is faid to 
have written much for the truth, both in Latin and Englifh. 
But the picec, for which he is moft remembered, is the 
compoiition called, ‘* King Edward's catechifm,” which 
‘was approved and paffed by the fynod, which paffed the 
book of articles, under the king’s warrant. Fuller fays, 
that this catechifm * was firft compiled (as appears by the 
“ king’s patent prefixed) by a fingle divine, Charagtesed 
pious and learned; but afterwards perufed and allowed 
« by the bifhops, and other learned men; &c. and by royal 
© authority commanded to all fchoolmafters to teach it 
* their fcholars.’ Some have fuppofed, that this pious and 
Jearned divine was Dr. Alexander Newel, dean of St. Paul's; 
but others, upon better warrant, have given it to Dr. Po- 
net, then bifhop of Winchefler. However, all the great 
Reformers revifed it, and particularly archbifhop Cranmer, 
without whom nothing was undertaken or {ct forth in 
seligion, during king Edward's reign. 

This catechifm is highly calviniftic, and perfeétly cor- 
refpondent with the articles, which were publifhed about 
the fame time. It came out in the gear 1553, in two edi- 
tions, the one Latin, and the other Englis, with the royal 
privilege. Indeed, the pious king himfelf prefaced this ca- 
techifm by a letter, dated at Greenwich, May the twentieth, 
in which he * charges and commands all fchoolmaftcrs 
© whatfoever, within his dominions, as they did reverence 
© his authority, and as they would avoid his royal difplea- 
* fure, to teach this catechifm, diligently and carefully, 
« in all and every their fchools; that fo, the youth of the 
* kingdom might be fettled in the grounds of true reli- 
© gion, and furthered in God’s worfhip.’—At that time, 
and afterwards in the reign of queen Llizabrth, the cute- 
chizing children and fervants was thought to ke of fo much 
importance to pofterity, that the neglect of it was entitled 
to fome very fevere penaltics*,—But we are grown wifer 

in 

«© The care of fending their chi/dren and ferwants is by the rabric laid 
upon fathers, mothers, miitrefles, and dames, who are to canje them to 
come {0 church at the time appointed, and obediently to bear, and be erdered 
by the curate, until fuch time as they have learned all that is bere [in the 
Gatechifm] appointed for them to lears. The fame is required by the 
ggth canon of the church, which farther orders, that if any of tert 
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in thefe days, and above defcending to inculcate Chriftian 
principles upon the minds of south for which reafon, 
among others, our young people zre fo pious, decént, and 
virtuous; are fo fall of good notions, and fo ready to fol- 
Jow them; as we find them in the prefent age. Were 
nine tenths of the nation examined; it would be found 
that they had not fo muchas ence read through their bibles: 
And as to catechifms, it {eems as if they were very well 
for parith-boys and charity-children; but as to the off= 
{pring of other people, it appears to be a fettled point, that 
they hall know no more of God and his gofpel than their 
parents before them.—Such are the times; and fuch our 
manners ! 

As we have mentioned the fubje& of catechifms, we 
will only add upon this head, that the prefent catechifm 
of the church of England was, at the command of king 
‘Fames the firft, revifed by the bifhops, and that an addi+ 
tion was made to ft, giving the explanation of the facra- 
ments. ‘This was done by the pen of bithop Overal, then 
dean of St. Paul's, and appeared. 

‘When queen Mary came to the crown, and gave 2 bloody 
earneft of what proteftants may ever expeét to receive from 
bigotted, papifts; Dr. Ponet, with fome other great and 
good men, thought it prudent to quit the kingdom. He 
accordingly retired to Stra/burgh in Germany, where he 
departed this life, on the eleventh of April, aged only forty 


ears. 

y Bithop Gedwiz mentions, that Ponet publithed feverat 
works in Latin and Englifo, which were extant in his time, 
but which we have not feen. They are however fuppofed 
to be chicfly upon theological fubjects. 


Dee 


PHILIP MELANCTHON. 


HIS celebrated divine, who was one of the wifeft 
and greateft men of his age, was born, on the fix- 


meget their duties, as the one fort in wot canfing them to coms, and the 
other in refufing to learn as aforefaid; they are te be fujpended by the or~ 
dinary (if they bs not children), and if they fo perfft by the fpace ofa onth, 
shey are tobe Liner And bye canons of r57%, every mi- 
niiter was yearly," within twenty days after Eafer, to prefent to the 
bithop, &e. the names of all thofe in his parith, who had Le fent their 
children or Servants at the times appointed. And to enforce this, it 
‘was one of the articles which was exhibited, in order to be admitted 
by authority, that he, whofe child of rE years old or upwards, or 
Dis fervant at fourteen or upwards, could not fay the catechifm, thould 
ay ten fhillinga to the poor’s box.” WHEATLY spon the Common 
rayer.p. 398.4thedit, ~-- > * 
ii a teenth 
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teenth of February, 1497, at Bretten, in the palatinate of 
the Rhine. His father was George Schwartferd, which fig- 
nifies black earth in German, and Melanéthon in Greek ; 
thetefore, Reuchlin gave Philip the name of Melanéthon, in 
the fame manner as Hermolaus Barberus changed the name 
of Reuchliz into that of Capnio, from Capnos, which in the 
Greek fignifies {moak, as the word Reuch does in the Ger- 
man language. It was cuftomary among the learned men 
of that time to exprefs their names in Greet, when they 
could find any word in that Jangu: into which they 
could turn them. Thence come Occelampadius, Erafmus, 
Chytraus, Reuchlin, Melanéthon, and others: But Reuchlin 
was the only man whom Germany had, in his time, to put 
in competition with all the learned men in Haly; and it 
was he that advifed Frederic duke of Saxony to fend for 
Melanéthon to Wittenberg, in 1518, to be the Greek pro- 
feffor in that univerfity. 
Melanéthon gave very early marks of his capacity: But 
his inftru€tion and education were chiefly committed to 
the care of his grandfather Reuterus ; becaufe his father’s 
time was taken up with the affairs of the elector palatine, 
whom he ferved as engineer, or commiffary of the artillery. 
He ftudied firft in the place of his nativity, at 2 public 
{chool; and then under a tutor, He was afterwards {ent 
to Pfortfbeim, a fmall city in the marquifate of Baden, 
where there was 2 famous college; and he lodged with 
one of his relations, who was fifter to Reuchlin. Upon 
this occafion, he became known to that learned man, who 
Joved him with great tendernefs. He went to the univer- 
fity of Tubingen, in the duchy of Wirtemberg, and from 
thence to Hedelberg, that of the metropolis of the palati- 
nate, in 1509, where he was matriculated on the thirteenth 
of Odtober, and made fuch confiderable improvement, that 
he was intrufted to teach the fons of count Leonffcin, and 
was made batchclor, though he was under fourteen years 
of age, But he was refufed his degree of mafter of philo- 
fophy, on account of his youth; which, together with the 
air of Heidelberg, which did not agree with his conftitution, 
occafioned him to Jeave that univerfity in 1512, and return 
to that of Tubingen, where he continued fix years. 
Melantthon has been juftly reckoned among iljuftrious 
youths ; and Mr. ‘Bailles has juftly befto a chapter 
upon him in his  hiftorical treatife of young men, who 
«became famous by their ftudies or writings.’ He was 
employed to make the greateft part of the harangues and 
difcourfes of eloquence, that were publicly fpoke in the 
univerfity of Heidslberg. He ftudied divinity, law, and 
mathematics, 
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mathematics, at Tubingen, where he heard the lectures of 
all forts of profeffors; and publicly explained Virgil, Te~ 
rence, Cicero, and Livy. He alfo found tume to ferve Rewch- 
Jin in his quarrel with the monks; and diligently applied. 
himfelf to the reading of the word of God, Reuchlin made 
him a pref€nt of a copy of the bible which Fobn Frobenius 
had lately printed at Bafl ina fmall volume. Afelenéthon 
always carried this bible about him, and chiefly when he 
went to church, where thofe, who faw him hold it in his 
hands during divine fervice, believed he was reading quite 
another thing than what the time and place required of 
him, becaufe it was much larger than a prayer-book; and 
thofe, that envied him, took occafion from hence to make 
him odious with others, 

He taught at Tubingen, both in public end private, with 
great applaufe and admiration; and publifhed fome works 
as firft fruits, from which it fufficiently appeared what 
a crop might be afterwards expected, He was fo remark- 
able, in 3515, that Erafmus then faid of him, * Good 
© God, what hopes may we not conceive of Philip Me~ 
© lanéthon, though as yet very young, and almoft a boy, 
“ equally to be admired for his knowledge in both lan~ 
. guages ! What quicknefs of invention! What purity of 
© diction! What vaftnefs of memory! What variety of 
€ reading ! What modefty and gracefulnefs of behaviour !” 
Fem Jans Grynaus made a parallel between the prophet 

aniel and Melanéthen, in which he introduced this fine 
encomium of Erafinus. 

In 1518, he accepted the Greek profefforfhip in the uni+ 
verfity of Wittenberg, which Frederic the elector of Saxony 
offered him upon the recommendation of Reuchlin. His 
inauguration {peech was fo fine, that it removed the con» 
tempt to which his ftature and mien expofed him, and 
raifed great admiration of himfelf. He foon contraéted a 
friendfhip with Lather, who taught divinity in that uni« 
verfity; and Andrew Caroloftadius, archdeacon of Wittens 
derg, joined their acquaintance, and was of their opinion. 

Erafmus had heard, that Melanéthon had cenfured his 
paraphrafes; for which this learned man, in 1519, wrote 
a very civil letter to juftify himfelf to Erafmus, who ac- 
cepted of thefe excufes; but told Melanétbon, that men of 
letters ought to love each other, and be united to defend 
themfelves againft their common enemies. Erafzsus {poke 
very kindly to Melanéthen; and told him, all the world 
‘was agreed in commending the moral character of Luther 5 
but there were various fentiments touching his doétrines. 
Duther had a great love and efteem for Méelanéthon; and 

3P Fovius, 
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‘SFovius, after having abufed Luther ina moft fcandalous 
manner, pays a compliment to MéelanGhon. Melantthen 
had fo much fcrupulous honour and difintereftednefs, that 
he refufed to receive his falary, as a reader in divinity, 
becaufe he could not beftow fuch clofe attendance, as he 
thought that office required. 

“Welandtbon read lectures at Wittenberg upon Homer, and 
upon the Greek text of the epiftle of St. Paul to Titus, 
which drew a great croud of auditors, and excited in them 
an carneft defire of underftanding the Greek tongue. He 
reduced the fciences into a fyftem, which was then diffi- 
cult, as they had then been long taught in a very confufed 
manner. . 

In the 1520, Ferem Alexander, the pope’s nuncio, 
folicited the emperor, and Frederic cle&tor of Saxeny, to pu= 
nith Luther: In confequence of which, the diet of Worms 
was held on the fixth of January, 1521, when Luther nobly 
vindicated his doftrine. - The remarks of Melan@hon upon 
thefe cranfactions, and upon the condué of Frederic, are 
judicious and important: ‘ So far, fays he, was Luther 
“© from being {uborned and inftigated by the courtiers and 
S* princes, as the duke of Brunfwick affirmed, that, on the 
* contrary, the elector of Saxony was mach concerned at 
“© the forefight of the contefts and diforders which would 
“© enfue, though the firft attacks made by Lather were 
«© upon very plaufible grounds. By his own fagacity and 
“ judicioufnels, and by long experience in the art of 
“ reigning, he knew well how dangerous all changes were 
to government. But, being truly religious, and one 
*© who feared God, he confulted not the diétates of mere 
“© worldly and political wifdom, and was determined to 
‘© prefer the glory of God, to all other confiderations, and 
at the hazard of any public or private detriment. Yet 
“ he prefumed not to rely entirely upon his own judge- 
« ment concerning an ahr of fo great importance ; but 
“© took the advice of other princes, and of men venerable 
“ for age, experience, learning, and probity.” Speaking 
of thefe troubles to F. Fonas, fays, ‘ What a deplo- 
* rable thing would it be, that Phitip Méelanhon, an 
* amiable youth of fuch extraordinary abilitics, fhould 
© be loft to the learned world upon this account!” And, 
in 1522, Erafmus was apprehentive of being attacked by 
Melantthon, with whom he was very unwilling to have anv 
difpute: But, in 1523, Erafinus was well pleafed to find, 
that both Luther and Melandtbon were offended at the be- 
havior of Hutten, who had wrote a furious libel againit 
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Erafmus: And Melanéthon declared how forry he was, that 
the contention between Luther and Erafmus was continued. 

‘The Sorbonne at Paris condemned the writings of Lu- 
ther in 1521; and AMelanéthen made an apology for Luther 
againft this cenfure, which he called, Furiefum Parifien- 
frum theslogaftrorum decretum: i, ¢. the furious decree of the 
Parifian theologafters, or {mall divines. The fame year 
Melenéhon was appcinted by the elector of Saxony one of 
the deputies to give him their opinion concerning the abo- 
lition of private mafles at Wittenberg, which they approved, 
and defired the cleétor to abolith them throughout all his 
dominions. The cleétor told the deputics, by Chriffian 
Beyer, that he conceived their advice was grounded on the 
gofpel; and required them to order that affair with fuch 
modcration as to raife no troubles, divifions, or feditions, 
among the people. ‘Fhe d:puties anfwered, that they be- 
lieved private maffes might be abolifhed, without noife or 
trouble; but thc abufe was fogreat, that, though it could 
not be effefted without fome difturbance, it ought to be 
attempted : That the ordinance of the mafs, prefcribed by 
the holy feripture, was vifibly fo different from that of 
private maffes, that it was needlefs to deliberate farther 
about it: That the antient foundations of the monaftries, 
colleges, and churches, were not made to fay a certain 
number of maffes, or to chant canonical hours; but ta 
inftru@ youth in the holy fcripture and religion; That 
the foundations made, four or five hundred years before, 
to fay mafles, were abufive; and that thofc who made them, 
were miftaken: That inconveniency ought not to be re~ 
garded in fuch an enterprize, nor fuch impediments as 
might be furmounted, fince it was the caufe of truth and 
religion, Stork, Marcus Stubnerus, and. Martinus Cellarius, 
in 1522, went from Zwickax to Wittenberg, to preach their 
fanatical doctrine. But Afelanéthon and the other Refor- 
mers wrote to the elector of Saxony, and to Luther, about 
thefe men, whom they took to be enthufiafis; and, when 
they were difcovered to be fuch, the elector drove them 
out of his territories. 

Erafmus, in 1524, owned that the ftate of things dif. 
heartened him from adventuring his perfon in the Low 
Countries, where Hulft and Egmond were his inveterate 
enemies, * When thefe faints, fays he, want to do ar 
* one a mifchief, they firft clap bim tn prifon, and then his 
* affair is decided by a few confederates, who are judges 
* and parties, There the moft innocent man alive muft 
§ fuffer the yileft treatment, left their authority fhould 
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§ fuffer: And when they have been totally miftaken, they 
‘ oy out, that the fide of religion muft always be favor- 
© ed!’ ‘ Melanéthon, continues Erafmus, would gladly have 
*.a conference with me, but is loth to expofe me to an’ 
© hatred and obloquy, which however I fhould have def- 
* pifed, He is a youth of candor.’ But there is 
fome room to doubt, whether he would have been glad of 
a vifit from Melanéhon, who, with all his mildnefs and 
candor, was little lefs hated than Luther by the Romanifts. 
‘The fame year, Erafmus wrote a long epiftle to Melance 
thon, which began with an invective againft Hutten, He 
commended the Loci Communes of Melanéthon, as very fit 
and able to encounter and demolith pharifaical tyranny : 
But he added, that they contained alfo fome things which 
he did not underftand, fome concerning which he had 
doubts and fcruples, and fome which he thought it need- 
lefs to profefs openly. He then boafted of the mild and 
moderate councils which he had given to popes and princes; 
but he fpoke very ill of Zuinglius, Occolampadius, Farel, 
Capit, and Hedio. 

le apologized for having written againft Luther, and 
faid, that the calumnies of ecclefiaftics, who made him 
pafs for a Luthcran, and the importunity of princes, had 
conftrained him to it. * Although, fays he, I were a 
© moit bigotted papift, yet would [ condemn cruelty, be- 
© caufe opinions oppofed with cruelty {pread the more. 
© Therefore, the prudent Fulian would not put Chriftians 
* todeath. Our Thsologers thought, that if they burned 
© a man or two at Bruffels, the reft would be corrected by 
© it, On the contrary, the fufferings of thefe men made 
© many embrace Lutheranifm.’ 

Melantthon anfwered Erafmus politely, and with a much 
better temper, telling him, that the vices of particulars 
fhould not bring any prejudice againft a good caufe; and 
that Luther did in no wife refemble thofe whom he had 
painted in fucn odious colors, He gently reproved him for 
drawing up a cataloguc of vile fellows, and inferting fuch 
perfons as Occolampadius, and other men of mcrit, amongit 
them. As for himfelf, he declared, that in his confcience 
he was perfuaded of the truth of Lutier’s doctrine, and 
would never forfake it. But, as to the differtation of 
Erafmus upon frec-will, he fays; “* We are nat at all 
‘¢ fhocked at it; for it would be mere tyranny to hinder 
‘¢ any man from giving his opinion in the church of Chrif?, 
“ concerning any points of religion. ‘This ought to be 
*¢ free to every one, who will deliver his fentiments with- 
*¢ out paflion and partiality, Your moderation in that 
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“ treatife hath been applauded ; and yet fuffer me to tell 
“ you, that fometimes you bite too hard. But Luther is 
* not fo cafily provoked, as to be unable to bear diflent; 
«¢ and he promifeth to obfcrve the fame moderation in his 
« reply. . It is alfo your duty to be very cautious not to 
“ bring an odium upon a caule, which the holy Scrip- 
© tures fo evidently favour. As you yourfelf have not as 
“© yet condemned it, if you attack it with vehcomence, you 
«¢ will wound your own confcience. You know that we 
** ought to examine, and not to defpife prophecies.” 
Erafmus replied, in another long epiftle to Adelanthon, 
that he had not much exhorted him to forfake the Re- 
formers, knowing it would be labor loft; but could have 
withed that Melanéthon bad applied himfclf entirely to xvod 
literature. And yet, if good Literature was not compatible 
with the ftudy of divinity, it would have heen bad litera 
ature, or mala literwe, as the monks then called it. He 
declared, his only view was to promote the good of both 
parties, and to diffuade tumults; and he withed, that a 
Eicatsge anight be made without au and contenson: 
his was wifhing impofiibilities, confidering the temper 
of the Romanifts, as im ° ‘ 
All Hare was convinced, that Melaxithon was not fo 
averfe, as Luther, to an accommodation with the Roma- 
nifts; and that ke would have facrificed many things for 
the fake of peace. This appears chicfly by the book he 
wrote concerning things indifferent ; which was {o ill re- 
ceived by Ulyricus. Melanétbon advifed the Reformers not 
to contend fcrupuloufly about inditferent things; provided 
thole rites and ceremonies had nothing of idolatry in them ; 
and to bear fome hardfhips, if it might be done without 
impiety, Iilyricus, on the contrary, cried out, that people 
fhould rather defert all the churches, and threaten an in- 
furrection, than to bear a furplice. Some Romanitts have 
been infpired with the fame fpirit, which calls to mind 
what a Jefuit faid, ¢ that they would not put out one wax~ 
* taper, though it were to convert all the Huzonots.’ 
The elector of Saxony, and fome other princes, fup- 
ported the Reformers at the diet of Spires: But, after 
feveral debates, it was ordered, ¢ that loGrine about 
© the eucharift fhould not be entertained: That the mafs 
* thould be continued, and the celebeation of it permitted 
“even in thofe places where the reformed dogtrine pre- 
“ vailcd: That the Anabaptitts fhould be profcribed : 
* And, that one prince should not protect the fubjects of 
© another.’ The reforming princes oppofed this decree, 
and alledged, ¢ that their minifters had proved, by pe 
* cible 
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* cible arguments taken out of fcripture, that the popith 
* mafs was contrary to the inftitution of Fefus Chrift, and 
© the practice of the apoftles: That they could not permit 
© the Lord’s Supper to be adminiftered in a different man- 
© ner in the fame church: That there was nothing more 
© certain than the word of God, which explained itfelf; 
* and therefore they would take care, that nothing elfe 
 fhould be taught than the Old and New Teftament in. 
© their purity: And they declared, that the decree of the 
© former dict was made for the prefervation of peace ; but 
} that this would infallibly occafion wars ai.d troubles in 

Germany. This was put in writing by way of protefa- 
tion, and publifbed, on the ninctcenth of April, 1529, a8 
2 folemn inftrument of appeal to the emperor, and a ge~ 
neral or national council. ‘This gave the Reformers the 
name of ProrgsTans. The infti:ument of proteftation 
was figned by the electors of Saxony and Brandenburgh ; 
Erneft, and Francis, dukes of Lunenberg ; the landgrave of 
Heffe, and the prince of Anbalt; as alfo by the deputies 
for the fourteen citics of Strafburgh, Nuremberg, Uhn, Con- 
Santi, Reuthingen, Windefpeim, ‘Menmingen, Lindau, Kemp 
ten, Eraisbron, fue, Weijemberg, Nerdlingen, and iY - Gall, 

Occolampadius wrote to MMectanéibon, dcfiring him to de~ 
clare his opinion in favor of the Zuinglians, that the con- 
teft might ceafe betwecn them and the Lutherans. Me» 
Janéthen enfwered, that he could not approve of the opi- 
nion of the Sacramentarians; but that, if he would agt 
politickly, he fhould fpeak otherwife, as he knew there 
‘were many learncd men among them, whofe friendthip 
would be advantageous to him; fo that, if he could have 
concurred with them, in their opinion about the Lord’s 
Supper, he would have fpoken freely. He obferved, that 
the Zuinglians fuppofed the body of Fefus Chrift to be 
abfent, and only to be reprefen in the facrament, as 
perfons are reprcfented upop a theatre: But he confidered, 
that Fefus Chriff had promifed to be with us to the end of 
the world: That it is not neceflary to feparate the divi- 
nity from the humanity; fo that he was perfuaded, the 
facrament was a pledge of the real prefence, and that the 
bedy of Fefus Chrift was truly received in the Lord’s Sup- 
per: That the proper import of the word was not con~ 
trary to any article of faith, but agreed with other places 
of {cripture where the prefence of Chriff was mentioned, 
He declared, it is an opinion unbecoming a Chriftian, to 
believe that Fefus Chrift is, as it werc, imprifoned-in hea- 
ven: That Occclampadius only propounded fome abfurdi- 
tics, and the judgement of fome fathers, againtt it; neither 
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of which ought to influence thofe who know, that the 
inyfteries of religion are to be judged by the word of God, 
and not by geometrical principles ; as they muft alfo know 
that many contradictions are to be met with in the writ- 
ings of the antients ; But he faid, that the greateft number 
of the expreffions in the moft eminent authors, proves the 
doétrine of the real prefence to be the general fenfe of the 
church, . 

Occolampadius reptied ; and the confequencewasa friendly 
conference at Marpurg, in O@ober following, between the 
heads of the Lutherans and Zuinglians. The landgrave 
of Hefé was prefent at this conference, where Zuinglius, 
Occolampadius, Bucer, and Hedio, appeared on one fide ; and 
Luther, Melanéthon, Fuftus Fonas, Oftander, Brentius, and 
Agricola, on the other fide. “he Lutherans propofed fuch 
articles as they objeSted againft in the doétrine of the 
Zuinglians: Firtt, That ch re was no fuch thing as ori- 
ginal fin 3 butit was oatys natural :nfir:nicy and weakness 
and thet baptifm did aver way any fin in children, 
Secondly, That th~ Hn'y not conferred by the 
ufe of the word of t3o1, and che facraments; but without 
that word, a.-! shofe fieraments. Thirdly, That fome of 
them were fur: rtd te have erroneous thoughts about the 
divinity of F.js Civ 7, and the holy Trinity. Fourthly, 
That they tet the value of faith as to our juftification, 
high enough; but feemed to attribute juitification to good 
works, Fifthly, That they did not think the body and 
blood of Fefus Chrift were really in the Lord’s Suppor. 
Zuinglius and Occolampadius cleared themfelves fully of the 
fufpicion they lay under about the Trinity, and Divinity of 
i Cbrift: But they had long difputcs abzut original 
iin, and the operation of the facraments ; in which points 
Melanéthon agreed with Zuinglius, by ing, or alter= 
ing his former opinions; fo that they di‘fered only about 
the eucharift. Luther could not fo fuuy agree with Zuin- 
glius, as may be feen in his life. 

The diet of Aug/burg was held in Fuve, 1530. Nothing 
coft Mélanéibon more pains, than the tafk that was given 
him this year, to draw up a confffion of faith; which is 
called the Aug/burg confeffion, becaufe it was prefented to 
the emperor at the diet in that city. A©zlanéthon drew up 
this confeffion of faith out of the memoirs fent to the elec- 
tor of Saxony. “It was divided into two parts. The firt 
contained twenty-one articles upon th: chief points of re- 
ligion ; as the unity of God, original fin, the incarnation, 
juftification, the gofpel-miniftry, the church, the civil 
government, the day of judgement, free-will, the caufe 
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of fin, faith, good works, and the adoration of faints. ‘The 
other part wes concerning the ceremonies and ufages of 
the church, which the proteftants faid were abufed ; fuch 
as the communion in both kinds, the marriages of priefts, 
confeffion, abftinence from meats, monaftic yows, and ec~ 
clefiattical jurifdiation. 

Melantibon had revifed, and corrected, this confeffion 
feveral times ; but had much difficulty to pleafe Luther at 
Jaft. Indeed, it is probable, that Luther would not have 
tempered his ftyle with fo much moderation: It was 2 
dificult time; and all fwectncfs of expreffion, which 
affected not the merits of their caufe, was then neceffary 
to be added. 

This confeffion was figned by the proteftant princes, 
and read before the emperor in a f{pccial aflembly of the 
empire, who were then cifmificd, that they might confult 
what refolutions they fhould come to in this affair. Their 
judgements were divided. The morc violent faid, that 
the edi& of Horms ought to be put in execution; and 
fuch, as would not obey, fhould be compelled by the civil 
pes Others were for choofing a certain number of 

joneft, learned, and indifferent perfons, according to 
whofe judgement the emperor was to decide all matters. 
And a third party were for giving the confeffion of faith 
to the popifh divines to confute, and the confutation to be 
read, in a full dict, befare the proteftants. This Jaft ad~ 
yice was taken, and Fchn Faber, Febu Cochlaus, Eckiusy 
Wimpina, Collinus, and fome other popifh divines, were 
appointed to draw up a confutation, which they finifhed, 
and delivered to the emperor and the popifh princes, who 
were of opinion that all the fevere expreffions, which the 
divines could not refrain from bringing in, fhould be taken 
out. When this was done, the emperor called the pro- 
teftants together, on the third of 4ugnf, and told them, 
he had communicated their confeffion to fome learned and 
ieligious perfons, to give their opinion of it, and to ob- 
ferve. what was found, or what was contrary to the faith 
of the church: ‘That they had given their judgements in 
writing, which he had approved; and then ordered it to 
be read before,them by one of his fecretaries. 

‘The Remifs divines examined the proteitants confeffion 
of faith ftep by ftep in their anfwer. They fully approved 
of fome articles; as the firft about the holy ‘Trinity ; the 
third about the incarnation; the eighth about the wicked 
in the church, and that the facraments adminiftered by 
wicked perfons are good; the ninth about the neceffity of 
baptifm, and the baptifm of infants; the tenth is? eos 
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Lord’s Supper ; the thirteenth about the operation of the 
facraments, though bei judged that article to be defec- 
tive, becaufe they would not acknowledge feven facra~ 
ments; the fourteenth about the calling of minifters, 
provided they allowed of a canonical ordination ; the fix~ 
teenth about the authority of the magiftrates ; the feven- 
teenth about the laft judgement and the refurreétion ; and 
the eighteenth about free-will. But they rejected other 
articles; as the fourth, fifth, fixth, and twentieth, that 
men are not juftified by the merit of good works, but by 
faith alone; the feventh, that the church is a congregation 
of faints; and that it is fufficient, to preferve its unity, 
that men agree in the do@rine of the gofpel, and about 
the adminiftration of the facraments, without following 
the fame ufages and traditions: The twenty-firft, about 
the invocation and worthip of faints. Thofe, which they 
partly received, and partly rejected, were the fecond, about 
original fin, which they approved, except the definition of 
fin given in it, which feems to agree better to a€tual than 
original fin; the eleventh alfo, about abfolution, they 
allowed of, but difliked what is faid in it about confeffion 5 
in_the twelfth, about repentance, they did not like the 
affertion that faith is 2 part of repentance, and what con- 
cerns fatisfaction ; the Pfteenth ‘was approved, as to what 
is faid there, that the rites and ceremonies of the church 
are to be obferved ; but rejected fo far, as it fays, that the 
cuftoms received by tradition, as celibacy, and vows, are 
of no ufe to obtain grace, or make fatisfaction to God. 

As to the fecond part of the confeffion of Aug/ourg, in 
which the proteftants afferted, that the communion under 
one kind, celibacy of priefts, the cerewtonies of the mafs, 
private maffes, the name of facrifice given to the mafs, 
monattic vows, abftinence, fafts, and auricular confeffion, 
are abufes: The popifh divines maintained, in their an- 
fwer, they were not abufes, but religious and holy ufages, 
comma: by fcripture, and confirmed by tradition: Yet 
they acknowledged, there were fome abufes in them that 
bere reformation, and which thc emperor promifed to 
obtain. 

The Remifo divines defired the proteftants to return to 
the old communion of thechurch. The elector of Saxony 
anfwered for the proteftants, that if the Romanifts could 
prove, that the proteftants had advanced any crror, they 
would recant it; and if they defired any farther explica- 
tion, they were ready to give it: That, Ence they had ap~ 
proved of fome articles of their doctrine, and rejected 
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others, it was neceffary they fhould confirm and explain 
thofe in difpute. 

In confequerice of this, a conference was held at 4ugs- 
burg on the feventh of Augu/?; between feventeen Romijb 
divines, and fome of the proteftants:; But this was of no 
effec, The Romanifts faid, if the Proteftants would not 
fatisfy the emperor, by uniting in matters of faith with 
the princes and members of the empire, they would bring 
great troubles upon Germany by the wars and tumults, 
which their feparation would raife. The proteftants an- 
fwered, by George Bruzke, their deputy, that they took it 
iil to be threatened ; and complanioh: that the emperor 
would not fuffer them to be heard fufficiently: That they 
could not be allowed a copy of the confutation of their 
confeffion, but upon hard terms ; and that it was expected, 
they fhould approve of it, without reading or examining 
it, which they could not do with a fafe confeience: That 
though it was promifed and concluded, in the laft diet of 
- Spires, that a couneil fhould be held, nothing was done 
initfince. The committee of the Romif deputies replied, 
that the proteftants bad no reafon to complain of his im- 
perial majefty: That the condition on which he offered 
them a copy of the confutation of their coafcflion was net 
hard, becaufe he was fenfible how thcy ufed the edi& of 
Worms: That they might with greater fafety confent ta 
the doétrine of the univerfal church, than of a {mall num- 
ber of heretics and apoftates, who could not agree among 
themfelves : And that the emperor, having two wars upon 
his hands, could have no hepes of holding a council ut 
that time. 

‘The proteftants thewed reafons for their feparation, and 
offered to chufe a fmall number of perfons on both fides, 
who might treat amicably togethcr, and confult if they 
could not find out fome way of agreement. This pro- 
pofal was received ; and feven perfons were nominated by 
both parties to confer about religion; two princes, two 
lawyers, and three divines. The Romanifts were the bi- 
thop of Augfburg, and the duke of Brunfwick, the chan- 
celfor of the archbifhop of Cologne, and the chancellor of 
the marquis of Baden; Eckius, Wimpina, and Cachleus. 
For the proteftants were the elector of Saxony's fon, and 
the marquis of Brandenburg ; the lawyers Brucke and Heller ; 
and the divines Adclan@hon, Brentius, and Schepfius. They 
met, and agreed upon fifteen of the twenty-one articles of 
the confeffion of Aug/burg ; fo that there remained but fix, 
three of which were only difputed ugainft in part; and the 
other three were remitted to the fecond part of or? con- 
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feffion, about which it was more difficult to come to an 
agreement. AMelanéthon, and the other Lutherans, agreed 
to thefe points of do€trine: ‘That men fhould not be faid 
to be juitified by faith alonc, but by faith and grace: That 

ood works are neceflary: That reprobates are included 
in the church: That man hath a free-will; That the 
blefled faints intercede for us, and may be honored. In 
the other feven articles, they agreed, that the body and 
blood of Chriff were contained in both elements, and that 
they would not condemn the laity, who would receive the 
eucharift only under one kind: That the ufual vencration 
thould be given to the holy facrament: That the public 
mafs thoult be celebrated with the ufual ceremonies, and 
that they fhould obferve what is cilentic] in the conic- 
eration: That the faits on the vigils might be ftill ob- 
ferved, and fome holydays kept : the bithops should 
hold their jurifdiétions; and that parith prictts, preachers, 
end other ecclefiaftical pertans, fhoul fubmit to them in 
Spiritual matters; and that their excommunications thould 
not bs contemned. : 

The Remifh divines, on the twenty-fecond of Augu/t, 
made their report to the dict, upon what terms they hood 
with the Lutherans. It was then thought, that it would 
be a fpeedier way to perfc& the agreement by reducing 
the deputies to three ; and that both partics fhould appoint 

. two lawyers, and one divine. Afelan2han was chofe by 
the Proteftants, and Eckius by the Roinanifts. The points 
upon which they debated, were principally the mafs, vows, 
and celibacy of, priefts, “Fhe Romanifts confented, that 
the married prieits might live with their wives ; but they 
would not relax in the bufinefs of the mafs and vows, 
Melanéthon, who was yery much inclined to peace, might 
ave come nearcr, if he had heen inveited with ample 
powers: But the other Proteftants had been diffatished 
with his condefcenfion, and ordered him to alyance no 
farther. This put an end to all kinds of accommodation : 
But Meianéthon drew up “ An apology for the dugfhurg 
*© confeffion;”’ which the proteftant princes offered to pre- 
fent to the emperor, who refufed to receive it, and it was 
publifhed the next year. 

Luther was not at the diet of fug/burg, but he wrote to 
Melanttbon about the tranfactions there. The former was 
of opinion, that all propofals of an accommodation would 
be ineffectual ; but the latter tried to moderate the mind 
of Luther, and ftop his heat. 

Erafiaus alfo wrote to Melanéthon in thefe words, ‘God 
5 plone, my dear Philip, can unravel the intricate plot of 
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© the tra which is now aéting. Ten councils affem- 
* bled batt could not do it serach lefs fuch an one as 
* 1. If aman fays a reafonable thing, it is ftraightway 
« called Luthcranifm.’ Adclancthon anfwered Erafmus from 
Augfourg, and prayed him to continue the charitable office 
of exhorting the emperor to moderation. Erafmus replied 
with fome peevifhnefs and refentment, faying, that he 
would not concern himfelf in behalf of the evangelics. 
However, he was better than his word, and did write to 
cardinal Campejus, defiring him to difluade the cmperor 
from making a rcligious war. 

The fweating ficknefs, which broke out in England in 
1485, raged this year in Germany, among other calamities; 
and the affairs of the poor proteftants were fo bad, in all 
appearance, that Mélancthon was quite dejected, and over 
whelmed with forrow. Luther, who hed more courage, 
wrote him many excellent letters of confolation. 

Archbithop Cranmer had a very great regard for Me~ 
Jan&hon, whom he invited to England, and expeéted there. 
Peter Martyr, and his companion Ochinus, had their an- 
nual allowance from the king; but fome more extraordi~ 
nary annuity was intended for Melanéthon. 

‘rancis 1. king of France, had a great love for learning 
and learned men. He eftablithed profeffors of the Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin fanguages at Paris. The revival of let 
ters in France, which had been in a manner extinguithed 
for feveral ages, was owing to this prince, who was there~ 
fore called the Father of Letters, He married Eleanor, the 
emperor’s fifter, in 1530; at which time there was a great 
controverfy about religion in France, and the king was 
defirous of havin; Melenatbon to come there, as he judged 
him a proper perion to pacify the difputes. We are told, 
that the queen of Navarre often talked to the king her 
brother of 2 very good man, as the faid, who was called 
Philip Melanéthon, whom the was continually praifing as 
the moft learned man of his time; and that the did not 
doubt, but if fo holy and able aman could confer with 
the dodtors of the Serbczne, they would quickly find the 
means of reftoring peace to the church. Whereupon this 
prince, who otherwife had a great defire to bring into 
France the ableft men of his time, wrote to Melanébon, 
and invited him to come to Paris, to join his endeavors 
with the French divines to reftore the antient difcipline of 
the church, This letter was dated at Gui/e, the twenty 
eighth of Func, 1535, and declared the pleafure the king 
had, that Melanéthon was difpofed to come into France, to 
endeavor to pacify the controverfies. A©elandthox wrote 

two 
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to the king, the twenty-eighth of September following, and 
affured him of his good intentions ; but that he was forry 
he had not furmounted the obftacles to his journey. Lan- 
gey was ordered to found Melanéthon, if he was inclined ta 
change his chair of theology at Wittenberg, whofe income 
was only two hundred crowns a year, for a royal profe(~ 
for’s chair in the univerfity of Paris, at twelve hundred 
crowns a year. Varillas fays, * the elector of Saxany per~ 
© mitted Melan&hon to go into France, in hopes that he 
© would make all the French turn Lutherans. But Lather, 
« who could not be without AZelanchon, detained him a 
© long time, upon pretence that he was to concert, or, to 
* {peak more properly, to polith with him his laft book 
* againit the Anabaptifts,’ Bayle contradiéts Varillas, and 
fays, the elector of Saxony could not be prevailed upon to 
grant Meianéthon the liberty of going to France, and wrote 
his excufes to Francis £. Luther did not detain Mélance 
thon; but made repeated inftances to the clector for his 
journey. In faét, Melanéthon could never obtain leave 
from the cleétor to make it, although Luther had earne(tly 
‘exhorted that prince to con(ent to this journcy, by repre- 
fenting to him, that the hopes of feeing A/clanéthon had 
put a ftop to the perfecution of the proteitants in France, 
The king of England alfo defired to fee Melandthon: But 
neither of thefe two monarchs ever faw him. However, 
Melantthen fent a fall piece into France, which contained, 
his advices about reconciling of the controverfics. 
Luther, in 1536, wrote upon his table thefe words fol~ 
lowing: Res et verba Philippus; verba finc rebus Erafmus, 
re favors Leber; nec res nec-verba Carcloftadius, ‘Philip 
© Melanéthon is both fubftance and words; Erafmus, words 
* without fubftance; Luther, fubftance without words; 
* and Carclofad neither fubitance nor words,’ Aclancthon 
unawares coming to Luther at that time, and reading the 
fame, fimiled, and faid, ‘* Touching Zrafimus and Caroo 
“© Joftadius, it is well judged and cenfured ; but too much 
¢ is attributed unto me; alfa words ought to be 
* afcribed to Luther, for he fpeaketh exceeding well.” 
Melanéthon, in 154.1, affited at the conferences of Spires 
and Ratifbon, where the controverfies between the Ro~ 
manifts and Proteftants were warmly difputed. At the 
former, the papifts chofe Eckius, and the proteftants ap~ 
pointed Melaxéthon, to confer about the points in contro- 
verfy, and agreed that they fhould begin to difcourfe about 
original fin, They entered upon it, and continued the 
conference three days, when Nichela: Granville, who was 
then prime minifter to the emperor, and his commiffioner 
at 
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at the conference, received a letter from his imperial ma« 
Jefty, which ordered that the conference fhould be difcon« 
tinued, and all things referred to the diet of Ratifbon, 
where the proteftants were ordered to meet. This dict 
‘was opened in March, in the prefence of the emperor, wha 
appointed Ectins, Pflugius, and Groppsr, to manage it for 
the Romanifts; and, for the Proteftants, Melan‘thon, Bucer, 
and Pifferius. He commanded them to lay afide all paffton, 
and to refpeét the glory of God only in that conference. 
Frederic, brother to the cleétor palatine, was appointed 
prefident; who apened the conference on the a7th of 
April, when a writing was produced, which contained 
twenty-two articles, wherein the whole fubftance of reli- 
gion was comprized. It was imagined, that this writing 
was drawn up by Fobn Gropper ; but the emperor faid, it 
‘was prefented to him by perfons of learning and piety, to 
forward the peace: He therefore defired them to examine 
It, that they might approve of what was well, correct 
what was amifs, and terminate all differences, Dupin has 
fee forth al] thefe articles, which are too long to be in 
ferted here. The proteftants examined, and objected ta, 
feveral of them; which was refented by the legats, and 
the diet was concluded by the emperor, who commanded 
that the decree of the diet of Aug/burg fhould ftill con- 
tinue; but he futpended all profecutions in the imperial 
chamber concerning matters of religion, till either a ge. 
neral or national council was held. “In the courfe of this 
difputation, it ought to be mentioned to the honor of Afe~ 
Jenéthon, that when Eckius propofed a fophifm fomewhat 
puzzling, Mélanéthon paufed a little, and faid, ‘* that he 
“ would give an anfwer to it next day.” Upon which 
Eckius reprefented to him the difgrace of fuch a {cholar 
requiring fo long a time; but Melanéhen replicd, like an 
honeft man, ‘“* Mi deffor, non quare meam gloriam in hoo 
‘© negotio, fed veritatem:” i, e. My good doétor, 1 am not 
feeking my own glory in this affair, but the truth, How- 
ever, he got a complete victory over Eckins; who dared no 
more to few his face in the controverfy. 

In 1543, Adelanéthon went to the cledtor of Colegne, to 
afift him in introducing a Reformation into his diocefe, 
which proved ineffeQual. Bucer and Pifforius aififted Me- 
éanéthon in drawing up the articles for the eleGtor: But 
Gropper compofed a treatife againft thofe articles, and the 
divines of Cologne ftood fo firm againft their archbifhop, 
that he was unable to introduce the proteftant religion in 
his eleGorate. Hoa the eleCtor of Colsgue, and the 
eleGtor palatine, senougced popery. 
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_ Melanithon had two fons, and two daughtets, by Ca- 
tharine Crapping the daughter of a burgamatter of Hitten- 
berg, whom he married in the year 1520, and lived very 
happily with till the year 1557, when the died. His 
daughter Ane was married to George Sabinus, of IVitten- 
berg, in 1536, when fhe was only fourteen years old. 
Sabinus was one of the belt poets of his time; and Srafmus, 
in 1534, had highly recommended him to Aclendthan, 
Anne underftood Latin well, aud was very handfome. Her 
father loved her tenderly: But there had been feveral 
quarrels between the father-in-law and the fon-in-law ; 
becaufe Sabinus was ambitious to obtain civil employ- 
ments, and difliked the humility of Adclanéthon, who con 
fined himfelf to literary employments, and would be at 
no trouble to advance his children. Sabinus, in 1543, 
carried his wife into Prufia, to the great grief of Melani 
thon; and fhe died at igherg in1547. AMelanéthon's 
other daughter was married, in 1550, to Ga/per Peucer, 
‘who was an able phyfician, and was very much perfecuted, 
Melantibon, was certainly a father, as appears by this 
ftory. A Frenchman found him one day holding a book 
in one hand, and rocking achild with the other. Afc- 
lanéthon, fecing him furprized at this, made fuch a pious 
difcourfe to him about the duty of a father, and the ftate 
of grace in which children are with God, that this ftranger 
‘went away much more learned than when he came in, 

Melanéihon had much of his time taken up by the affair 
of the dnterim, He attended feven couferences upon this 
fubje& in 55483; and wrote all the pieces that were pre= 
fented there, as alfo the cenfure of that Jnterim. 

About this time Aclanéthon was expected in England, 
by king Edward VI, to which he was excited by bithop 

atimer, the great court-preacher, who faid before the 
youn monarch, in one of his fermons; ‘1 hear fay, Mr, 
< Melanfthon, that great clerk, fhould come hither. I 
© would with bim, and fuch as he is, two hundred pounds 
“ayear. The king fhould never want it in his coffers 
« at the year’s end.” 

Melanétbon was one of the deputies, whom Maurice, 
eleGor of Saxony, was to fend to the council of Treat in 
3552. He waited fome time at Nuremberg for a {afe~ 
condu&; but he returned from thence to Battenberg, on 
account of the war which was ready to break out, His 
laf conference with the doGtors of the Remifo communion 
was at Worms, in 1557; and of the diffentions that afflicted, 
him, there was none more violent than that which wap 
saifed by Flacias Hyricus, 

Melanthen 


abt MELANCTHON, 


Melantibon was of a mild and peaceable difpofition: He 
had a great deal of wit, much reading, and vaft know~ 
Jedge. He lived among a fort of people who appeared to 
him paffionate, and too forward to mix human methods, 
and the authority of the fecular power, with the affairs of 
the church. His tender confcience made him fear there. 
was a mark of reprobation in it: But he muft have well 
weighed all inconveniences, when he caft his eyes upon 
Pat:fiine, as Abelard had formerly done, to retire there, in 
cafe his enemies fhould drive him away. ‘“ I am not de- 
“* jected, fays he, at the cruel clamour of my enemies, 
“© ‘who have threatened they will not leave me a footftep 
<« in Germany. But I commit myfelf to the Son of God. 
“© If I thall be driven away alone, I am determined. to go 
“* to Paleftine, and, in thofe lurking places of Ferom, by 
** calling upon the Son of God, to write clear teftimonies 
“© of the divine do€trine, and in death to recommend my 
“« foul to God.” 

‘The teftimonies of piety with which Melandthon ended 
his days were admirable: And it is obfervable, that one 
thing which made him look upon death as a happinefs, 
‘was, that it delivered him from theological perfecutions. 
Some days before he died, he wrote on a piece of paper, 
in two columns, the reafons why he ought not to be fort 
for leaving this world. One of thofe columns contains 
the bleffings that death would procure him: The other 
contained the evils from which death would deliver him. 
‘The firft column had fix heads. Firft, That he fhould 
come to the light. Secondly, That he should fec God. 
Thirdly, That he fhould contemplate the Son of God. 
Fourthly, That he fhould underftand thofe admirable 
myfteries which he could not comprehend in this life. 
Fifthly, Why we are created fuch as we are. Sixthly, 
‘What is the union of the two natures in Fefus Chrift. 
‘The fecond column had only two articles: Firff, That he 
fhould fin no more. Secondly, That he fhould be no 
longer expofed to the vexations and rage of the divines. ° 

he ftate of man appeared to this great divine to be one 
of the moft incomprehenfible myfteries of religion ; and 
yet there is not one among thofe who believe without ex~ 
amining, that imagines there is any difficulty in it. 

Mulanéthon {aid, he had held his profeflor’s place forty 

ars, without ever being fure that he fhould not lofe it 
before the end of the week, None liked his mildnefs, 
which expofed him to all forts of flander, and deprived 
him of the means of anfwering a fool according to his 
folly. The only advantage it procured him was to look 
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upon death without fear, by confidering that it would fe- 
care ‘him. from theological hatred and. contentions, 

Hearnbeeck attributed to Afelandthen the Greek verfion of 
the Aug/burg confelfion, which appeared under the name 
of Paul Defeius: And Placcius alfo believed that the tranf- 
Jation of ccleiaficus and the Pfalms into Greek verfe was 
the-work of Méelanéthen.- It is certain, that he afified 
Luther in tranflating the New Teftament into the German 

age: But Melchior Adam, Teiffier, and Crenius, were 
mi my, as well as-Placcius, about his Grecé verfion of 
Ecclefiapicus, and the Pfalms; for Lyferus has proved that 
it was done by. Dolfcius. Melanétbon, in 1559, wrote in 
Greek to the patriarch of Conflantinople, and faid, “I fend 
** you the Greek verfion of the confziion, which was pub- 
“ lithed without my advice: However, J like the ftyle, 
“ and have fent i¢ to Conflantinople.” Melchior Adam ys: 
that this verfton was made by AMdclanétlon, though it was 
pubdlithed under the name of Dolfiius, who was rector of 
the college of Hall in Saxony. But Melan@ha’s own 
words thew that he did not make this verfion, 

Peucer was heard to fay, that Mclanéhon, his father-in- 
law, having read the dialogue de Ca-za domini, wrote by 
Occolampadius, forfook the opinion of the oral manduca-. 
tion; and that afterwards he triumphed in the argument 
from the doétrine of the fathers. He faid, “ The doétrine 
“© of confubftantiation was unknown to the fathers; and 
‘* that Augufline was a grofs Zuinglian.” 

Melanéthon explained himfelf frecly to an Hungariany. 
who afked his opinion about the eucharift, This was re- 
ported to Pomsranus, who afterwards addreffed himfelf in 
this manner to the people in a fermon: ¢ Moft dear bre- 
* thren, the church is in great danger: Pray to Gad for 
* fome great perfons that are fallen into ertor,’ Adelancthon 
was preient, and underftood that this was meant of him: 
He could not. fupprefs his anger, and went out of the 
church in fight of all the congregation. Ho/pinion has 
undertaken to prove, that Aclanéthon turned from Lu- 
theranifm, as to the point of the real prefence; though the 
fear of oppreffion prevented him from declaring his judge- 
ment openly. E 

Melanéthin {pent all his life in ftudy, and fecmed not to 
be capable of any other lubor, He fubfiftcd upon the 
falary he received from Foba Frederic, elector of Saxsny, 
as profeffor of divinity in the univerfity of Pistenberg , 
which was juft fufficiene to maintain his family. His 
conftitution was very weak, and required great tendernefa 
gad management ; which ade Lether, zealous as he was, 
anes gR blame 
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biame him for laboring too earneftly in the vineyard. *F 
am extremely grieved, fays he, your very. bad ftate 
of health ; and my prayers are continually offered up for 
your recovery, that there may be fomebody, when 
dead, who may be 2 bulwark -to the houfe of Tfrack 
againft the ragings of Safas. In the mean time, why 
do you embarrafs and toad yourfelf with fo much bufi- 
nefs and labour, regardlefs of all the admonitions which 
have been given you? The time will come, when you 
will condemn, but it will be too late, this inconfiderate 
zeal, which now poffefles you, and urges you to under~ 
take fo much more than you are able to bear, as if you 
had a conttitution of iron or ftone.” 

In the beginning of his ficknefs, he faid; ‘ I defire to 
“ be diffolved, and to be with Cbrif.” And when his 
intimate friend Camerarius took his laft leave of him, and 
commended him to God, Melandthen faid ; Pele Chrift, 
« the Son of God, who fitteth at the right hand of the 
“ Father, and giveth gifts to men, preferve ha and 
<< yours, and us all.” Feeling himfelf very fick, he cried 5 
“«“ b Lord, make an end!” 

* Having received letters from Francfert, concerning the 
perfecution of fomce godly men in France, he faid, ‘* that 
“* his bodily difeafe was not comparable to the grief of 
«¢ his mind for his godly friends, and for the miferies of 
“ the church.” Raifing himfelf up in his bed, he cried 
out; “ If God be for us, who can be againft us?” After 
this he prayed to himfelf; and being at length afked b: 
his fon-in-law, if he would have any thing, he anf fi 
“Nothing but heaven; therefore, trouble me no more 
* with {peaking to me.” Soon after this he gave up the 
ghoft, at Wittenberg, on the nineteenth of April, 15605 
which was the fixty-third day of his fixty-fourth year. 
He was honorably buried near Luther, in the church of 
the caftle, two days after: And his funeral oration was 
Spoken by Winfoemius, a do&or of phyfic, and profeffor 
of the Greek tongue. 

‘When he was firft converted, he thought it impoffible 
for his hearers to withftand the evidence of the truth in 
the miniftry of the ceeds but, after preaching awhile, 
he complained, “ That old dam was too hard for young 
S Melanathon.” 

‘ It is aftonithing, that, amidf fo many other eccupa~ 
tions, Melanéthen could write fomany books. The num- 
ber of them is prodigious ; and‘a chronological catafo; 
of them was publifhed in 1582, by Ajlius. Corfe r 
Pexelixs, profellor of theology at Witeabere, in 157! ren 
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Yithed fome extraits of Afcenéthen’s works, in which he 
put the objeions and anfwers concerning theological 
matters ina very good method, and interfperfed fome fhort 
obfervations. jis work contains cight volumes in oc- 
tavo, which have deen printed feveral times at Neufat. 
Melanéthen finithed few pieces, and publifhed many im- 
perfe&. He found his writings were profitable to the 
youth, and he rather chofe to print many of them, than 
to perfe& a {mall number, as he preferred the advantage 
of the public to his own glory. We may believe, that 
the happy genius wherewith he was naturally endowed, 

we him fome affurance that his works would be efteemed, 

ough unfinithed. His Latin verfes pleafed the hyper- 
critical Fulivs Cafar Scaliger : And Gafpar Bufchius, poct~ 
Jaureat to Ferdinand king of the Romans, tcanflated Melanc~ 
thon’s catechifm, and his poftilles, into German, as alfoa 
letter of his to the count de Weda. 

Mlandibon was {0 coo) in his temper, that he examined 
matters the more freely on both fides, and was not pe- 
femptory in his opinions, becaufe he was convinced that 
his knowledge might daily increafe; for he remembered 
that he had corrected things in his own writings, 
which he bad believed to be good when they were 

ublifhed. His modefty and experience rendered him a 
ittle diftruftful. He loved peace; and deplored the con- 
fufion of the times, He was even difpofed to judge fa- 
vorably of feveral doétrines to facilitate 2 re-union, Mo- 
defty, moderation, and love of peace, form in the minds 
of the mof knowing men, a certain principle of equity, 
which makes them lukewarm and irrefolute; and this 
feems to have been the charaéter of Melanftbon. In fome 
cafes, however, (as Zanchius obferved of him) his natural 
timidity led him to concur with and do many things, 
which his judgement difapproved, and which were aie 

ing to many 7 good men, who loved him fincerely. 
le publithed feveral books on rhetoric, logic, and 
grammar, as well as on theology. His common-places 
were publithed in 1521, when he was only twenty-four 
years of age; and there is reafon to believe that he was 
an author in print before the age of twenty. The par~ 
liament at Paris, in 1523, cenfured fome of his works, as 
they did thofe of Luther and Careloftedius, The court 
condemned the writings of Aelanéthen, as containing 
* things contrary to holy feripture, found reafon, tha 
* councils, the dogtrine of the univerfal church, and judge~ 
* ment of the catholic fathers; being full of fchifmatical 
* and heretical propofitione already condemned, contains 
gR2 * ing 
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“ ing the dodtrines of Lather, and more dangerous that 
© his books, becaufe of the artifices and {moothnefs of his 
* difcourfe: And to fhew that had reafon to con- 
« demn them, they joined 2 fs cenfure of fome pro- 
« pofitions taken out of his book of common-placcs, his 

commentary upon the epiftle to the Romans, his treatife 
+ againit the cenfures of the forbonne, his letters, and 
* declarations.” The Lutheran doétrine was then encou- 
raged in the French court; and it is no wonder that every 
Reformer was cenfured by the forbonne and parliament, 
who condemned Mefgret favoring the licence which 
Wickliffe had introduced; and pafled a general cenfure 
upon the colloqaies of Erafmus, while that eminent genius 
paid Melaniben the higheit compliments, and faid he was 
defirous of joining with him in his endeavors for the peace 
ef the church; but that there were fame men, of repata- 
tion and authority, who treated all thofe as heretics that 
had any correfpondence with Mélan::bon. 

Melancihen, Cruciger, Bugenhagius,and Aurozallus, afifted 
Luther in his German tranflation of the bible. Luther pre- 
fided over the work; and collated the Vulgate tranflation, 
his new one, and the original text. Adelanithon compared 
thefe with the Septuagint. Cruciger conferred the Hebrew 
with the Chaldec; and the other affiftants explored the 
rabbinical writings. Every one came ta conference pre~ 
pared for the particular pailages under confideration ; and 
each delivered in his judgement upon the deveral texts: 
‘Thefe were all collated and cxamined, before they con: 
cluded upon and determined the final expreffioa.—This 
was a great work, highly valuable in iefelf, and the mof 
effectual means, in the hand of God, both of preparing 
and eftablithing the ReroRMATION. 


JOHN aALASCO: 
Tue POLISH REFORMER. 


OD ealleth his church out of every people, ‘and 
nation, and tongue. It is declared that every coun- 

try under heaven fhall bear witnels of the power of his 
gracc, as well as participate the bleffings of his providence ; 
and that ho is, and will be, rich unto all thet call upon Hime 
1S 
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"This excellent man was bornof a noble family, (which 
took its name from Lafce, or Latzki, or Latzco,)in Poland, 
and received a very learned and: accomplithed education. 
His brother Ferom was 2lfo a very able and confiderable 
man, and was employed by the emperor Ferdinand to ne~ 
gotiate an affair of great importance with the Turér, as his 
ambaflador: And he had an uncle, of his own name, who 
.was archbifhop of Gnefna in Peland, to whom Era/mus 
dedicated his edition of St. Ambrof#'s works. 

To attain the knowledge of every thing worth know- 
ing, he fet out upon his travels. His diftinguithed abili- 
ties procured him an cafy accefs to feveral crowned heads, 
whofe countries he vifited ; and his eloquence, as well as 
his learning, made him acceptable every where. 

In the courfe of his Jearned purfuits, we find him tra- 
verfing the A/ps, and fitting himfclf down in the barren 
cold region of Switzerland, It feems, that divine grace, 
while he was vifiting the world, here firft vifited his fear 
It not only vifited, but fixed its abode within him. Zu- 
inglius appears to have been the inftrument; for we find, 
that he ftaid fome time with him at Zurick, and that Zu- 
inglius, being fully acquainted with his eminent talents as 
well as gracious affections, prevailed upon him to ftud 
divinity, with a view of promoting the caufe of the gofpel. 

After fome ftay at Zurick, he rcturned to his own coun- 
Be But Poland was no favorable place for his profeftion 
of proteftantifm, or the increafe of his fpiritual knowledge 
asa divine. Accordingly, though his family and con- 
nections opened his way for ay fort of preferment; he 
left his country, his friends, all human expeétations, 
in order to propagate the truth with freedom, and to enjoy 
it with fafety. He did not quit the kingdom, however, 
without the knowledge and confent of the king. But, 
having obtained the royal licence, he chofe rather to fuffer 
afflictions (like Aéofes) with the people of God, than to 
enjoy all the riches and honors, which the world could 
afford him. He bad been made provott of bg and bifhop 
of Vefprim in Hungary, but thefc dignities had no weight 
with him to quit or conceal the knowledge of the truth, 
for which he. was accufed of herefy, and even fentenced 
without hearing. He afterwards wrote to the king upon 
a fimilar occafion, and told him; ** That his doctrine of 
“$ the facrament had been condemned by a preconceived 
determination, without any real or juft knowledge of 
‘© the matter by thofe who condemned him ; and that it 
© was the manner of the papifts, not to attempt convic- 
tion by fcripture and reafgn, but to employ force and 
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authority 5 accufing thofe of herefy, who will not fwals 
“* low all they fay, or maintain whatever abfurdities they 
* ase pleafed to affirm.” 


Sic vale, fc jubeo: fist pro ratione veluntas, 


‘It appears by # popith hiftorian, quoted by Melchior 
‘Adam, that our noble profeffor left Polend in the year 1540. 
‘We find him retired, however, to Embden in Fricfland 
about the latter end of the year 1542, where he took upon 
him the office of a paltor, and preached conftantly at his 
church in that town. In the following year, he was en- 
weet, by Anne countefs dowager of Oldenburg in Eaft 

‘riefland, to introduce and eftablith the reformed religion 
in that territory. This he attempted with great fuccefs, 
and continued in this labor, till he received an invitation 
from Albert duke of for the fame purpofe. He fent 
the prince, ina fpirit of fairnefs and candor, a declaration 
of his doétrine of the facrament, which accorded with the 
doétrine of Zuinglius; and therefore, a¢ the duke was a 
Lutheran, the affair dropped between them, 

He had labored in the work of the gofpel near ten years 
in Eaft Friefland, not daring to venture into Germany on 
account of the threats of les V. and the conteft upon 
the bufinefs of the Znterim; when he was invited into 
England, by our great and archbifhop Cranmer, to 
affift in the work of the tion. This was about 
the year 1549. He arrived in England, when the publica- 
tion of the nterim drove the proteftants into any country, 
that would grant them a toleration; and fuch they found 
in England, where they had feveral privileges granted them 
by king Edward the Vith. Three hundred and fourfcore 
‘were naturalized, and ere&ted into a corporate body, which 
‘was governed by its own laws, and allowed its own form 
of religious wor ip independent of the church of Englands 
which at that time was a moft extraordi! concefiion, 
and proved how highly they were held in etimation. A 
church in Lendon (the Auftin Friars) was alfo granted to 
them, with the revenues belonging to it for the fubfiftence 
of their minifters, who were cither exprefsly nominated, 
or at leaft approved, by the king. His majefty alfo fixed 
the precife number of them, According to this regula~ 
tion, there were four minifters, and a fuperintendant; 
which poft was affigned to Foha & Lafco, who had been 
invited over, and who, in the letters patent, is called a 
Pesan of illuftrious birth, of fingular probity, and great 

ing. In the midft of thefe favors, it was certainl 
acither prudent nor grateful to attack the ao - 
church, 
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ehurch, which we find he did by writing a book apaink 
her ‘ritual, her ecclefiaftical habits, and the gefture of 
kneeling at the facrament. What a pity, when fo many 
effentials were concerned, that good men fhould occup’ 
themfelves and differ about modes, and forms, and wifes? 
About this time, ¢ the emi, s from Germany ({ays 
Dr, Glecefter Ridley) on the {core of religion, who agreed 
in fubftance with us, but under a different difcipline, 
were to be protected; but, under their wing, crept mule 
titudes of frantic enthufiafts, or lurking papifts perfo« 
nating new {eGtaries. For fifting of thefc, in en 1550» 
Auftin Friars was given to the Germans and other fo- 
reigners, for their church, under the fuperintendency 
of Yabn d Lafce, the Pelander ; for avoiding of all felts of 
Anabaptifis and fuch like, as king Edward fets it down 
in his journal. “ Thefe were indulged to ufe their own 
rites and ceremonies; and an injunétion was given to 
all bifhops, judges and officers, not to molcit them for 
their non-compliance with the order of religion efta+ 
blithed here. So that every ftranger, who was not pro~ 
tected by Fobn 4 Lafco, became amenable to the Englifa 
« governors.’—Thus affairs ftood (for Lajco’s book did 
not operate to his prejudice), till the death of that excel~ 
lent prince, our Englifh Fofab, gave a new turn to public 
ex; tion, and for a time unhinged the eftablifhment of 
the reformed religion. 
King £ the Vth was taken from the world on 
the fixth of July, 1553. The change of public meafures 
and counfels was foon written in blood. However, Fob 
& Lafco and the other foreigners of the proteftant faith, 
were fuffered to depart, or rather were fent away, upon 
the acceffion of queen Mary. They formed a great com- 
pany of Polifb, Germans, French, Scots, Italians, Spaniards, 
and others, ‘Yobn @ Lafce embarked on the feventeenth of 
September following, with one hundred and feventy-five 
his flock, and his colleagues, all, except two, who ftaid 
in England concealed, together with the reft of the Ger- 
man proteftants, who were deprived of their churches, and 
all their privileges taken away. Thefe diftreffed exiles 
arrived on the coaft of Deamaré, in the beginning of a 
very fevere winter; but they met with a reception as cold 
aod as barren as the country itfelf. For, though they 
were known to be proteftants, yet becaufe thcy profefled 
the ealagien doGrine concerning the facrament; to the 
jafting difgrace of the Danes, both as men and as Chrif- 
tians, they were not fuffered to difembark, nor to anchor 
Jonger than two days, without daring to put their = 
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and children on thore.” An inftance of brutality, which? 
‘would have dif the Algerines ! They were treated in 
the fame inhofpitable and unchriftian manner at Lubec, 
Wifmar, 204 ‘Hamburg; becaufe, with thefe Lutherans 
ani the papifs, they coulg not believe, contrary to the: 
evidence of their fenfes, and without the leaft authority 
from the fcripture to look after a miracle, that the bread 
and wine in the facrament adtually became that very body 
and blood of Fifus Chriff, which is afcended to heaven, 
and which, it is declared, shall remain there, till the final 
reftitution of all things. If the manners and difpofitions 
of thefe people had ever fo much more churtith, 
felfifh, and unfeeling, than they are by nature; furely, 
5 if they had any, muft have melted their bofoms at 
Se fght of fo much outward fuffering, and efpecially of 
fo much Chriftian woe. After fpending the winter, ‘which 
is commonly very fevere in thofe countries, in this dread~ 
ful manner, tofled about from place to place; they at’ 
Jength refolved zo fteer for Bmbden, where, after x multi- 
tude of perilsand hardfhips, they did not arrive till Bfarch, 
1554 when the worft of the winter was nearly over. 
‘rom September to Marth, they had wandered toand fro, 
and were driven about upon the feas, Through the wide 
world thefe people fought after a home, of whom the 
world, indeed, was not worthy, oe 

At Embden they were received with kindnefs and hof-- 
pitality; and moft of them fettled in the country, The 
good countefs dowager, Anne of Oldenburg, became their. 
immediate patronefs, and probably procured for them all: 
the offices, which they found in Friefland. Fobn.2- 
Lafce, however, did not remain here; for, in 1555, he 
went to Frankfert upon the Maine, where he obtained leave 
of the fenate to build a church for the reformed ftrangers,’ 
and particularly for thofe of the low. countriés. While 
he was at this city, he wrote an ical letter to S#- 

ifmund king of Poland, again the afperfions of im 
4q “efiphale, of ‘Timan, and of Pemeran, who had all repre= 
fented him as a vagabond, defirous of drawing away pro- 
ple after him. is letter was written in 1556; and wo 
have givena hint of its contents before. 

In this year, 1556, with the confent of the duke of 
Wirtenberg, he maintained 2 difputation againft Brentius 
the Lutheran, upon the fubje& of theeucharift. Brentive 
publithed 2 very unfair account of: this controverly, in 
which he ftated many things, which jem & Lafea had not 
faid ; and omitted many ot rf 


he had wpe, but 
which bore tog hard upon the Lutherans, Healio abated. 
e i 
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the church of the ftrangers, over which Faby ¢ Lafco pre- 
fided, cailumniating them for differing from the confeffion 
of Augfburg, refpecting the {zcrament. This obliged our 
noble fufferer to publith an apology for himfelf and his 
church, about the beginning of the year 1557, in which 
he proved, “ That their dogtrine did not militate with 
© the Aug/burg confeffion concerning the prefence of Chri 
«© in the fupper;” as their adverfaries had charged upon 
them: “ But that, if even they did differ from that con- 
“ feffion, it did not follow they were to be condemned ; 
‘© if they could jubtify their diifent from that confeflion 
« by the word of God.” 

Dafphate feems to have been his principal adverfary, 
and carried his oppofition with a bitternefs, very unbe- 
coming a minifter and a Chriftian. Hie called thefe poor 
refugees by opprobrious names, railed fevercly at Fobn & 
Lafce, and even went fo far as to fay, * That thofe, who 
* had fuffered, upon the dodtrine of the facrament, in 
‘* England, Holland, France, and elfewhete, were only the 
* martyrs of the devil.’—A rath expreffion indeed, which 
involved in its cenfure fome of the brighteft and moft ufe- 
ful inftruments of the Reformation, whofe very books 
Wefipbale was not worthy to bear after them! Such hot~ 
headed opinionifts only injure the cause, which has the 
misfortune of their approbation, 

After an abfence of twenty years, our noble Pole re~ 
turned to his native country ; where, notwithftanding the 
bithops and other ecclefiaftics did their utmoft to drive him 
away; their efforts proved ineffectual, through the favor 
of Sigifimund the king, who made ufc of his talents in his 
moft important affairs. In Poland, the harveft truly was 
plenteous; but the laborers were few. The popith clergy 
obftructed every attempt of a Reformation, and would have 
deftroyed Fohn dé Lafco, but for fear of the confequence to 
themielves. They once attempted to remove him from 
the king’s confidence, and had the boldnefs to addrcfs his 
majefty upon the fubjeat. But the king nobly replied, 
‘ That he had indeed heard, that the bifhops had pro- 
* nounced him an heretic; but the fenate of the kingdom 
* had determined no fuch matter: That ene @ Lafes was 
© ready to prove himfelf untainted with heretical pravity, 
* and found in the catholic faith.” 

‘When open attacks would not ferve, they attempted (in. 
the true fpirit of their profeffion) to deftroy him by fecret 
arts. Noltie, nocalumny, was too grofs or bitter for cir- 
culation, if there was the leaft profpeét of its gaining 
belicf among the multitude. They fet it about, that he 
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was a trumpet of fedition, and would foon lintroduce 4 
civil war into the land. But thee artifices, likewife, had 
no other effect, than to fhew the malice and wickednefs 
of his enemies, 

However, it pleafed God, in a fhort time, to remove 
his feryant out of this turbulent world, and to bring him 
happily, where the wicked ceafe from troubling, and 
‘where the weary are at reft, He was taken away by a fhort 
ficknefs in’ Fonuary, 1560. 

King Sigifmund (as we have obferved) very highly ef- 
“teemed him,’ and advifed with him upon his moft weighty 
affairs. Fobm a Lafce continued in the Helvetic or vn. 
inglian doétrine of the facrament, without any variations 
but took very great pains tg conciliate the difference, which 
fubfifted upon that article, in the proteftant churches. He 
‘was a man of peace, a minifter of the gofpel of peace, and 

ace he withed to promote. And fo do all thofe, who 

a the peace of ' Gud ruling in their arts i i " 
“The hiftorians ofhis time very hi in his praife. 
Erafmus, who pak ploan pres oat that he had 
learned fobriety, temiperance, modefty, difcretion and chaf- 
tity of him; although being then old, and Fobn @ Lajce 

t young, he ought to haye been the mater, and not the 

cholar, And Zanchius, in 9 letter to him, writes thus; 
$ Servavit te buc ufque Dens, ut ficut Lutherus fue Ger- 
© mania, Zuinglius fue ia, Calvinus fue Gallia, 
© ita tu tue Polonia fs Apoftelus:’ i, e. God hath hitherto 
preferved you, that as Luther, Zuinglixs, and Calvin, were 
the apoftles of their own refpective countries of Germany, 
Switzerland, and France; fo You, in like manner, might 
be the apoftle of Poland, your native land. 

Hig writings were; 1. A book upon the Lord’s Sup- 
per, 2, An epiftle, containing a brief difcuffion of the 
tontroyerfy upon the Lerd’s Supper. 3. A confeffion of 
our communion with the Lord Chriff, and the exhibition 
pf his hody in the facrament; addrefled to the minifterg 
of the churches in Eaf Friefland, 4. An epiftle to the 
minifters of the church at Bremen. 5. A tra& again 
Mennon, the chief of the catabaptifts, 6. Three epiftles, 
Concerning the right method of church-government. 7. 
An epift{e apologetical to king Sigi/ fnundeand the ftates of 
Poland. §. A defence of the church of refugees at Frank~ 
Fort, upon the calumny about the Lord’s Supper. 9. An 
‘anfwer to the virglent addrefs of Joachim Wefpbale upory 
the fame fubje&.” ro. The manner and reafon of the 
whole ecclefiattical condu& of Edward the Vth, towards 
the church of refugees in Londen, © 
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on 
PETER MARTYR VERMILIUS. 


HIS excellent man was bord in the city of Flerence, 
the metropolis of the dukedom of Tujcany in /taly, 

on the eighth of September, 1500. His father was Stephen 
Vermilixs, who gave him fuch a liberal education, that,’ 
at fixteen years of age, he became a canon regular of the 
order of St, Augu/tine in the college at Fifcoll, al amile 
from Florence. It is faid, that he received the ficft rudi- 
ments of literature from his mother; who was a very in- 
genious lady, and ufed to read Terence and the other Latin 
claffics to him in the original. He fpent three years at 
this college, and was then fent to Padua; to enlarge his 
Iearning in that univerfity, which was in a Mdurifhin; 
condition. He fettled there in the monaftry of St. Fobn A 
Verdera of the fame order of Acgriiiness where Ke conti- 
nued cight years ftudying philofophy, and the other libe- 
ral arts: But he more particularly applied himfelf to the 
fudy of the Greek tongue, and poets, which be completely 
maftered. 


He in to preach iti 1526; and the firft time he per- 
forged te offee wasin Fag lis of St. Afra in Brotie, 
or Brixia, acity belonging tothe republic of Venice.” He 
afterwards preached in the moft iderable cities of Zfaly - 
But all the time that he could obtain from his function’ 
was devoted to facred learning, philofophy, and in acquir~ 
ing the Hebrew tongue. became fuch a celebrated 
fcholar, that he was made abbot of Spolette, in the duchy 
of Umbria, fubje& to the pope, where he continued three 
years, From thence he was tranflated to the city of Naplesy 
where he became abbot of the monaftry of his order called 
St. Peter ad Aram, which was much more confiderable 
than that of Spolette. 

At Bononia he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the Hebrew 
tongue, and purfued at the fame time his Studies in divinity. 

It was at Naples that Martyr firft read the works of 
Bucer and Zuinglius, which opened bis eyes to the verity 
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of the gofpel; But he did not embrace the Proteftant ree 
Tigion till the year 1542. One Valdes, a Spanifh lawyer 
and learned proteftant, was the means of eftablifhing him 
in the knowledge and love of the truth; fo that, it is faid, 
he even ventured to preach it privately at Rome itlelf to 
fome perfons of quality, and proceeded fo far as to attack 
the dodtrine of purgatory openly 3 but was foon filenced. 
He fell into 2 dangerous ficknefs after he had been three 
years at Naples; butthe ftrength of his conftitution over- 
came it, and his phyficians advifed him to take better air 
than what Naples |. The fathers therefore chofe 
him general vifitor of their order, that he might be abfene 
from'his cure with convenience: And he was foon after 
eleétcd prior of St. Fridian in the city of Lucca in Tufcany, 
where he enjoyed his native air. Herche lived with Zan- 
chius and Tremellius, whom he is faid to have been the in- 
ftrument of converting to the knowledge and profeffion 
of the gofpel, with many others, who were afterwards 
obliged to abandon their native country upon that account. 

his priory was a place of great dignity, and had epif- 
copal jurifdiétion in the middle part of the city. He 
inftituted a moft admirable method of ftudies for the young 
ftudents at Lucea: But his opinion concerning a Refore 
mation of the church was difcovered, and {nares were laid 
for him by the monks, which prevented him from declar- 
ing his fentiments. He therefore committed the beft part 
of his library to the cuftody of one of his friends, gave 
another part to the college, and departed from Lucca to 
Pifa, a city eight miles diftant from the other. 

He wrote from Pifa to cardinal Pele, and fhewed him 
the reafons of his departure. Afterwards he went into 
Switzerland with Bernardinus Ochinus, who was alfo lately 
converted from the Romifs fuperftitions, after having been 
one of the moft popular preachers in Jta/y, and continued 
fome timeat Zurick ; from whence he went to Stra/burgh, 
by means of Bucer, where he read and taught divinity 
about five years. 

While he was at Strafburgh, he followed the example of 
Luther and Bucer, by taking a wife, who had lately been 
anun, and whofe name was Catharine Dampmartin, This 
caufed his enemies to fay, that he left his order and mo- 
naftic vows for the fake of a woman. She lived with him 
eight years, went with him to England, and died at Oxford. 

Bucer endeavored to fuade Peter Murtyr to fotlow his 
example about the eucharift. d4artyr conformed himfeif 
for fome time to Bucer’s language, and afterwards left it, 
when he faw the dangerous confequences of it; which 
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were, that the Lutherans wére not ely fatisfied ; while 
it gave offence to the weak and perplexed, and embarraffed 
them in fuch a manner, that they could not tell what to 
believe on that point. However, Bucer was convinced of 
Martyr’s orthodoxy ; and continued their friendfhip. 
Bucer and Fagius were invited to England in the reign of 
Edward Vi. Peter Martyr was alfo invited there in that 
reign, to affift in the Reformation: Though Naudeus er- 
roneoufly fays, he fled thither for refuge. 

In 1547, Edward Seymour, lord protector, and archbi- 
fhop Cranmer, invited Peter Martyr to England, * that his 
* affiftance might be ufed to carry ona Reformation in the 
© church.’ He arrived in December the fame year, in this 
kingdom, with Bernardinys Ochinus, another Italian. They 
were kindly received by archbifhop Cranmer at Lambeth, 
and entertained there for fome time. The ftipends, al- 
lowed them, were handfome for the time; though indeed 
no ftipends could deferve confideration, which might 
draw over and fubfift men of fuch eminence and learning. 
‘We were but juft emerged from barbarifm in this country; 
and the introduétion of learned foreigners afforded both a 

lifh to our manners, and an improvement to our minds. 
Prue knowledge beat down the outworks of fuperftition, 
and the gofp:l of truth invefted the capitol. 

Bucer was made profeffor of divinity at Cambridge; and, 
‘ina sat » Martyr was admitted doctor of divinity at Oxford, 
ashe had at Padua, The government, at that time, 
had a watchful eye over both the univerfities, where Bucer, 
Martyr, and the other learned foreigners, were hard prefled 
in difputes with popith Englifs divines. Oglethorpe, the 
prefident of Alagdahn-cell-ze in Oxford, was particularly 
obnoxious, as being backward in the work of Reforma- 
tion, and there was fome talk of profecuting him before 
the council: But he prevented this, by fending a letter to 
Cranmer, (etting forth his own condu& in the moft fa- 
~vorable light, wherein he declared his diflike to tranfub- 
ftantiation; yet he thought that Chri? was prefent in the 
facrament in fome inconceivable manner; on which ac- 
count, he was of opinion, that it ought to be adminiftred 
with great devotion and caution. e hall find that doc- 
tor Oglethorpe was afterwards made bishop of Carlife; and 
that it was he who crowned queen Elizabeth in 1559, not- 
withftanding the other bifhops refufed to affift at the fo- 
lemnity ; becaufe that princefs had fufficiently declared 
herfelt againft the church of Rome. 

Doétor Smith, another eminent profeffor in Oxford, had 
been remarkably inconftant in matters of religion, and 
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was therefore removed from his public profeflorfhip of 
divinity, to make way for Peter Martyr, notwitbftanding 
he was more addifed to the Zuinglian than to the Luthe- 
ran doérines in point of the facrament. ‘ 

The fame year, Martyr was appointed by the king to 
read a public leture to the ians in the divinity 
fchool, and to have an annuity of forty marks for his re- 
ward. He maintained public difputations with the Ro- 
manifts, who behaved to him more like perfonal enemies 
than religious adverfaries. 

Ic is neceffary to obferve, that the main {pring which 

adtuated all meafures, was religion. The young king, and 
the duke of Somer/et, were fincerely and yirtuouily difpofed 
towards a Reformation; and their meafures were directed 
by the coo! and politic head of archbifhop Cranmer, who 
made an admirable ufe of that knowledge of mankind, 
which he had acquired by his long experience. Hecould 
not, indeed, prevent many, who ai in the work of 
Reformation, from profiting themfelves by the {poils of the 
church: But he took care, that what the loft in her pro- 
perty, the fhould make up in her eftablithment. 
. The fpirit of Reformation feems to have been quickened 
by the arrival of the foreign divines from Germany and 
other places. ‘They were in general againft the imparity 
of church government: But, ta other refpedcts, their opi~ 
nions were not much re it to thofe now received by 
the church of England, ‘The calling in thofe foreigners 
jad this happy effed, that their authority, which was great 
in England on account of their reputation abroad, proved 
an ufeful counterpoize at the univerfities, to the influence 
of the papifts and the popith profeflors, who continued ftill 
numerous there. 

The privy-council were informed of the tumult at Ore 
Jord, and appointed fome delegates to hear and prefide in 
the difputation which the for had undertaken, Afar- 
dyr accordingly maintait ft three opponents, that 
in the facrament of thank(giving there is no tranfubftan- 
tiation of bread and wine into the body and blood of Ghrijt: 
‘That his body or blood is not. pataally or corporally ix 
the bread and wine, nor under them: But that his body 
and blood are united to the bread and wine facramentally, 
His adverfaries, finding no advantage could be gained by 
argument, had recourfe to more forcible meafures. They 
Atirred up the multitude againf him fo fuccefsfully, that 
he was obliged to retire to Loudon, till the tumult was 
fuppreffed. Ia 
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In 1550, the king beftowed a canonry of Chrif-church 
upon Martyr, who was inftalled the twentieth of Fasuary: 
He then entered upon the lodgings belonging to him, which 
joined on the north-fide of Chrif?-church great gate leading 
‘into Fifo-freet. His wife Catharine fettled with him there; 
as the wife of doctor Cox did about the fame time with 
him in the dean’s lodgin It was obferved, that thefe 
were the firft women, ‘who refided in any college or hall 
at Oxford; by whofe example any other canon was per- 
mitted to marry, and introduce women and children into 
thofe feminaries, which was looked upon as fuch a damn- 
able matter by the papifts, that they ufually ftiled thent 
concubines; and called the lodgings that entertained them 
and their children ftews and bawdy houfes. 

While Martyr continued in thefe apartments, he con- 
tinually, and éfpecially in the night time, received very 
opprobrious language from the papifts, as well fcholars as 
Jaics, who frequentiy broke his windows. This difturbed 
his ftudies and fleep, and obliged him to change his lodg- 
ings for thofe in the cloifter, where he peaceably {pent 
the remaining part of his abode in the univerfity. How~ 
ever, for the clofer enjoyment of his ftudies, he erected 2 
fabric of ftone in his garden, fituated on the eatt-fide of 
his apartments, wherein he partly compofed his commen~ 
taries on the firft epiftle to the Corinthians, and his epiftles 
to learned men, This fabric contained two ftories, and 
ftood till 1684, when it was pulled down, 

Doétor Hooper, profeffor of divinity, was preferred to 
be bifhop of Gloucefter; but when he came to be confe-~ 
crated he {crupled the wearing of fome of the epifcopa} 
ornaments. Archbifhop Cranmer fufpended Hooper, as 
is mentioned in his life. ‘The dodtor confulted Buser 
and Martyr upon the affair; and the latter wrote him 
an anfwer to all his objections, which was fuller than 
Bucer’s letter to the archbifhop, but exadly conformable 
to the fentiments expreffed in it. He commended Hooper 
for his pains in preaching ; but advifed him not to exert 
his zeal upon points that are indefenfible, and things of 
little moment; eft the people fhould from thence be led 
to call in queftion the judgement of the reformed preachers, 
and give no credit-to what they delivered in the mof im~ 
portant articles. He reminded him, that an abftinence 

from fhings frangled, and from blood, was a part of the 

‘ewifh inftitution; and yet that the council at Ferufalem 
yommanded the gentiles to obferve it, to avoid giving 
offence, In anfwer to one objection of Hooper’s, ¢ that 


‘ we 
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$ we ought to have an exprefs warrant from fcripture for 
« cvery thing belonging to religion :’ Martyr told him, 
that if the general rules of order were obferved, the go- 
vernors of the church had a ditcretionary latitude in little 
‘matters. Thus, for inftance, our receiving the commu- 
nion in a church, in a forenoon, not in a declining pof- 
ture, and in a congregation of men only, ftood upon no 
other than ecclefiaitical, that is, human authority; to 
which he prefumed, that Hooper had always fubmitted 
without any fcruple, He told him further, that it would 
be difficult to produce any warrant from th: New Tefta- 
ment for finging pfalms in public worfhip; and that the 
Chriftian church from the beginning, in many particu- 
lars, had a regard to the Fewifs polity ; efpecially in:the 
great feftivals of Eafter, and Wrisfentide Suppofing, 
what he could not grant, that the epifcopal habit and veft- 
ments werc introduced into the church by the fee of Rome; 

t he did not think the contagion of popery fo very ma- 

ignant as_to carry infection to every thing which it 
touched : That to govern by fuch narrow maxims would 
Jay an inconvenient reftraint upon the church of God; 
and that our anceftors moved much more freely, who 
made nodifficulty of turning heathen temples into Chrif- 
tian churches, and of tranflating the revenues facred to 
idolatry, to pious ufes, and the maintenance of the clergy. 

Hosper for fome time continued his non-conformit 
but he was afterwards confecrated bifhop, and died a ma 
tyr. Peter Martyr, and his companion Ochinus, had their 
annua! allowances from the king; as all other Jearned fol. 
lowers had, according to bifhop Latimer, who faid, in one 
of bis court fermons; ¢ There is yet among us two great 
© learned men, Peter Martyr and Bernard Ochin, which 
© have an hundred marksa piece, I would the king would 
© beftow 2 thoufand pounds on that fort.’ Such were the 
fentiments of this moft venerable prelate and martyr, the 
pious Latimer. . 

The death of Bucer, which happened in 1551, was 
greatly lamented by king Edward V1. and all the fricnds 
of the Reformation in England. He was no friend to the 
book of Common Prayer as it ftood at the time of his death 5 
and his remonftrances, with thole of Martyr and Calvin, 
prevailed with archbifhop Cranmer, and the other prelates 
of the Reformation, to fuffer it to be revifed and corrected. 
Catherine, the wife of Peter Martyr, died about the fame 
time, and fhe was buried in the cathedral church of Oxford, 
near tothe place where the reliques of St. Fridefwi ices 
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peen repofed: But, about four years after, her body was 
taken up, thrown out of the church with feorn, and bu- 
tied inadunghill, where it lay till queen E4izabeth came 
to the crown, when the ordered the body to be taken uy 
and reburied. ¢ The wife of Peter Martyr had been fuf- 
+ pected of healt But, as fhe was a forcigner, and did 
* not fpeak Engh, it was impoffible to prove the charge 
¢ againtt her; yet this did not prevent her body bein; 
* taken out of its grave, and buried in unconfecrate 
* ground.’ The bodies of Bucer and Fagius were taken 
up and burnt under the farce of law. © The like difficult 
* procefs was alfo carried on againft the body of Peter 
* Martyr's wife: But the vifitors could not hear of any 
* witnefles that had heard her utter any herefy. They 
© fent up therefore to cardinal Po/e for freth inftructions ; 
« who dire@tcd, that fince it was notorious fhe had been a 
* nun and had married contrary to her vow, her body 
* thould be taken up, and buried in a dunghill, as a per- 
© fon dying under excommunication; which was done 
* accordingly.” ° Adelchior Adam fays, that the truc reafon 
of this low indecency was founded in a motive of refent- 
ment, which cardinal Pole had conceived againft her hu(- 
band, ‘The cardinal had formerly been the moft intimate 
friend of Mary, and even continued to appear fo, after 
he had exprefied his diflike of the errors of the church of 
Rome; But when Martyr left Htaly, Pole became his mott 
inveterate enemy, and exercifed this indignity to the wite, 
in order to exprefs his hatred of the hufband. When 
queen Elizabeth came tothe throne, her body was removed 
again by an order, and folemnly intcrred in the moft ho- 
norable part of the church. And, to prevent.the papilts 
from treating her in the fame opprobrious manner again, 
if they fhould ever have come into power, her bones were 
mixed with the bones of the faintefs Fridefwide, that it 
might not be poflible to diftinguifh or feparate them. 

ing Edward V1. dicd in 1553, in the fixteenth year of 
his age; which gave a violent blow to the Reformation. 
He was ‘Tacceeded by his fifter Mary, the daughter of La- 
tharine of Arragon, who had been educated a papift, and 
whofe reign was polluted with the blood of martyrs. 
Upon. her ucceffion, all the popith bifhops were reftored, 
and the proteftant bifhops fet afide, A letter was iffued 
to the bilhops, attended by a proclamation, forbidding all 
exercifes of preaching and expounding the fcriptures with- 
out the queen's licence. Thus, the fupremacy, for this 
time, was borrowed by a popifh fovereign, to be the 
Srourge of the Reformation. In the beginning of this 
oa 3T oFeigns 
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reign, mi proteftants forefaw the approaching perfice. 
tions which difhonored the nation, and retired abroad 
fome to Swituerland, and others to Germany. A refolu« 
tion was taken to bring into the univerfities a teft for 
purging them of all proteftants, and to prevent their re- 
admiffion for the future. This was done by way of oath, 
as follows : 

© You hall fwear, by the holy centents of this bock, 
that you thall not keep, hold, maintain, and defend, at- 
any time, durin; your life, any opinion erroneous, or 
error of Wickliffe, Huft, Luther, or any other condemned 
of herefy: And that ye hall keep, hold, maintain, and 
defend generally and efpecially, all fuch articles and 
points as the catholic church of Rems believeth, holdeth, 
or maintaineth, at this time: And that ye halt allow 
and accept, maintain and defend, for their power, all 
traditions, inftitutions, rites, ceremonies, and laudable 
cuftoms, as the faid church of Reme taketh them, 2-. 
Joweth them, and approveth them: And that you halt 

Y 





namely and {pecially hold as the faid catholic church 
holdeth in all thefe articles, wherein lately hath been 
controverfy, diffention, and error; as concerning faith 
and works, grace, and free-will, of fin in a work, 
of the facrifice of the New Teftament, of the priefthood 
of the new Jaw, of communion under both kinds, of* 
baptifm and Chriftian liberty, of monaftic vows, of faft- 
ing and choice of meats, of the fingle life of priefts, of 
the church, of the canonical books, of the firm holding 
of matters not expreft in the fcriptures, of the inerra~ 
bifity of Fae councils in faith and manners, of the 
power of the church to make laws, of the church’s 
facraments and their efficacy, of the power of excom- 
munication conferred upon the church, of punithin; 
heretics, of the facrifice of the mafs, of purgatory, oi 
worthipping faints and praying to them, of worfhipping 
the images of faints, of pile i , of evangelical pre~ 
cepts and councils. And likewife of all other articles, 
wherein controverfy or diffention hath been in the church 
© before this day.” 

‘The roman-catholics at Oxford, without waiting for 
any direGions from the court, drove Peter Martyr from 
the divinity chair, and brought the old fervice into the 
churches with all the train of ceremonies formerly ufed. 
Martyr then left Oxford, and went to Londen, where the 
queen granted him a fafe-condué, with which he re- 
turned to Strafburgh, where he met doctor Cox and ies 

ny 
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‘other Englif fugitives, and renewed his leCtures in. philo- 
Fophy and divinity, Ochinus went to Strafbargh with his 
friend Afartyr; and it was in the year 1553, that they 
Tepafled the fea. Ocbinus went to Switzerland, where he 
‘continued ten years, when he was banithed for his writ- 
ings, in the feventy-fixth of his age, and then went 
to Moravia, where he died of the plague. There are ex~ 
‘prefs and unexceptionable proofs that Ochinus fled from 

afl to Poland, and died in thofe parts; yet the capuchins 
made no fcruple to publifh, that he died a roman-catholie 
martyr at Geneva. “Tis very certain, that he was not 
ound in the faith. 

Martyr, upon an honorable invitation from the magi- 
ftrates, travelled to Zurick in 1556, towhich place he was 
accompanied by our excellent doGtor Fewel, and feveral 
other exiled divines of England. In this city he took for 
his fecond wife one Catharine Merenda. He lived at Zu- 
rick (even in high efteem with the inhabitants of the 

lace, and in t friendfhip with Bulliager and other 
Tearnca men. hile he continued there, Maximilian 
Celfus, an exiled count, and the chief minifter of the Jta- 
ian church of Geneva, died; whereupon Martyr was in- 
vited to fueceed him, which he refufed for feveral reafons. 
‘When queen Afary died, queen Hlizabsth invited him to 
return to Ei and accept of what preferment he 
plesfed, which he modefily declined. He continued at 
Zurick to the time of his death, which happened on the 
twelfth of November, 1562, in the fixty-fecond pos of his 
age. He died with great comfort, meeknefs and tranquil- 
lity, in the prefence of Bullinger, and fome other friends; 
before whom he declared, with a voice which could fearce 
be heard, “* That he expected life and falvation only 
“ through 7efus Chriff, who alone was appointed by the 
<¢ Rasher for the falvation of men.” To this declaration 
he added feveral reafons for this hope; concluding with 
this fentence, “© This is my faith; and in this I dye: 
** But thofe, who teach otherwife and lead men to expec 
*¢ falvation upon any other ground, will God deftroy.” 
Then, firetching forth his hands, he gently faid, ** Fare~ 
$ well, dear friends and brethren, farewell.” 

It appears that Martyr was in France in 1561, when he 
paid a vifit to Jobe Anthony Caraccioli, 2 bithop, who 
had openly declared himfelf a proteftant. This prelate 

‘had not been cofifirmed or elected by the church and 
eople; which made him in doubt, whether he could 
lawiully exercife ¢he paftoral fun@ion ?. He convened the 
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elders of the reformed church, who met at Poiff, and reo 
ferred the affair to the church of Geneva. ‘ In the mean 
© time, pafled through Troyes, (fays Beza) that great man 
‘ Peter Martyr, in his return from Peiff to his church at 
* Zurick; by whofe advice, the bifhop made his abjura- 
* tion; Ggned the confeffion of faith, promifed to quit bis 
© bithopric, and was received into the miniftry,” 

He had two children by his fecond wife, who both died 
very young, and before him; and he left her with child 
of a third, which proved a daughter, 

Peter Martyr is faid to have been 2 man of a large 
healthy body, and of a very grave fedate and well-compofed 
countenance. His parts and learning were very uncom- 
amon; as was alfo his {kill in difputation, which made him 
as much admired by the proteftants, as hated by the pa- 
pitts. He was very fmcere and indefatigable in the work 
of the Reformation; yet his zeal was never known to run 
headitrong before his judgement. He was always mode- 
rate and prudent in his outward behaviors nor, even it 
difputation, was he ever tranfported into intemperate 
warmth, or driver to unguarded expreffions. None of his 
works raifed his reputation higher im England, than his 
defence of the orthodox doctrine of the Lord’s Supper; 
againtt bithop Gardiner, whichsall the foreign divines hke- 
wife allowed to be 2 moft able and accurate performance. 
Bithop Feel faid of him, that he was as iluftrious mar, 
© and ought never to be named without the higheft refpest 
© amd honor.’ And Simlera:, who {poke his funeral ora- 
tion before the people of Zurick, told them, ¢ ‘That they 
© might have another in MMartyr’s room; but another 
© Martyr they would never have,’ 

His writings were very confiderable : The Exghf titles 
of them ase as follow. 1. A catechifm or expofition of 
the creed, publithed in Aalian, 2. A prayer book com- 
pofed out of the Pfaims. 3. Commentaries upon Genefis. 

Upon the book of Fudgrs. 5. Upon the two books of 

jamuel, 6. Upon the firft book of Kings, and eleven chap- 
ters of thefecond. 7. Upen Pay/ tothe Romans. 8. Upon 
the firit epiftic to the Cortmtbians. g. Difputations at 
Oxford, about the Lord’s Supper. 10. Defence about the 
orthodox doctrine of the Lord’s Supper, againft Stephen 
Gardiner, 11. An abridgement of the faid defence made 
by him afterward. 12. Confeffion exhibited to the fenate 
of Strafburgh, concerning the Supper of the Lord. 13. 
Judgement coacerning the prefence of Chriff’s body in the 
Jacrament, delivered at the confexeuce at Priff 24 A 
courte 
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Gifcourfe concerning themafs. 15. A dialogue concerms 
ing the place of Gbrif?s body, againft the Ubiguitaries. 36. 
Refutation of Richard Smith's two books, concerning fingle 
life and monkifh vows. 17. Commentaries on tl AE 
and fecond books of Ariffotle’s Etbicks, and part of the third. 
18. Common places gathered out of his commentaries by 
others, and digefted into heads. 19. Certain treatifes of 
free-will, God’s providence, predeftination, and the caufe 
of fin, 20. Propofitions, fome neceflary, fome probable, 
out of Genefis, Exodus, Leviticus, and ‘fudges; together 
with folutions of a queftion or two concerning fome Mo- 
faical laws and oaths. 21. Divers fermons and orations 
of feveral fubjects, and made upon feveral occafions. 22. 
His letters to fundry perfons, concerning much variety of 
ufeful difcourfe, 


THOMAS GRYNEZUS. 


OD, in his great mercy to his church, has appointed 
miniftring fervants, of various gifts and qualifica- 
tions, for the building up of his people, and forwarding 
them in their moft holy faith. Where the foft |: 
of a Barnabas would probably fail, the Lord fends the 
thunder of a Boamerges to the foul: And he rarely cmploys 
the meek and placid fpirit of a Af¢lanéthon, when the rag- 
ing paffions of men are better oppofed by the magnanimous 
heart of Luther, Some of bis minifters are moft inftru- 
mental in public {peaking; and others are perhaps more 
permanently and extenfively ufeful in writing for tho 
public. Divine grace confers different talents, proporti- 
oned to the different work defigned : But ftill it is she fe 
Spirit and the fame Lord, whe worketh alt in all. hat- 
ever good is done upon earth, the Lord doeth it himfelf. 
This excellent man, Thomas Gryneus, feems to have 
eminently poffefled the ornament of a meek and quiet {pirit, 
which, though it has but little iplendor in the eyes of 
men, in the “hebt of Ged it of great price. He made but 
little noife in the world; but was, however, of great ule 
in promoting the caufe of Reformation. 
le was born at Veringen in Germany, of a good family, 
about the year 1512, and received the rudiments-of his 
education 
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‘education at home. While he was > he 
{was removed to tht care of his ond earhed. 


In the year 1529, he accompanied his uncle to Bafl, 
in the feventeenth year of his age; and was fo far ad- 
vanced in his ftudies, as to be able, at a time, when others 
ase little more than {chool-| to affift his learned rela~ 

4 perfons, and in fome 
xefpects, by teaching others to infirué himfelf. He docs 
mot appear to have remained Jong at Bafil; for we find him, 
while e mere youth, in the capatity of a public teacher 
of the languages and ghilofophy at Bern in Switzerland, 
where he obtained great efteem by his life and learning. 
In this ftation he continued about eleven years, till the- 
wlogical difputes, in which he was neceflarily involved, 
‘began to run very high: Upon which account, being a 
man of a quiet {pirit, and wearied with the contentions 
about him, he returned to Bafl, where he purfued his 
ftudies for a while, with great diligence and privacy. 

He had not fate down long at Bafi, in 1547, before the 
reGtors of that univerfity, defirous to thew honor to fo 
learned a man, as well as withing for his able affiftance, 
conferred upon him the degree of mafter of arts. While 
he was employed in this bufinefs of public and private 
tuition, to which he added the lebors of a preacher in the 
neighboring villages; Charles, marquis of Baden, who was 
awakened by the grace of God from the idolatry and fuper- 
Rition of the times, was empl in purging his domi- 
nion of the Romi errors, in eftablithing the pure 
do&trine of the gofpel. His varity lay clofe up to Baft 
Withing, ey for an able and faithful minifter, he 
applied earneftly to Grynexs to accept of the charge, and 
the more, as it was no great diftance from his beloved feat 
‘of learning. Accordingly, Grynexs complied with the 

uis’s withes, and performed his paftoral duty with fo 
much faithfulnefs, folemaity, and kindnefs of vior, 
that he was exceedingly to his flock, and beloved 
by all thofe, who had any concern for truth and know- 
ledge. In this funétion he contirued about eight years; 
at expiration of which, an ademiest di '» which 
raged in Ba through neighboring country, 
pane valuable fervant of efzs Chriff to his Mat 
ter’s prefence, on the fecond of Auguf, in the year 3564, 
: am 
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and in the fifty-fecond year of his age. His body was 
buried in his own church, where he had been the firft 
preacher of the gofpel, and wherean honorable monument 
‘was afterwards ¢1 to his memory. 

It does not appear, that he publithed any writings ; but 
he left behind him a noble treafure for the church in his 
four excellent fons, whofe names were, Theophilus, Simeny 
‘Sobn Famet, and Tebiat, all of them eminent for their 
Piety and learning. But Jebn Jomes whofe life we thall 
give hereafter, was the moft difti ithed of the four, and, 
fucceeded his father in his pattord « charge, a8 well as ia, 
faith and do@trine. He was indeed a burning and a fhin- 
ing light; 2s our Readers will probably ive in the 
account of him, Such a father and fuch fons are not of» 
ten met with in the hiftory of the world.—Blefled be God 
for them. May the Lord of the vineyard fend forth many. 
more fuch laborers into his harvett { . 


PETER PAUL VERGERIO, 
BISHOP or ISTREA, 


CARCE any thing proves the almighty efficacy of the 
grace of Gud with mare peach nod than the con- 
verfion of the determined fers of the gofpel. That 
fuch men fhould build the faith, which once they attempted 
‘to deftroy, not only fhews that there is fome extraordinary. 
circumftance in the cafe, but excites the public aftonifh. 
ment, and leads to the ftriGeft enquiry. This enquiry, 
when conduéted with candor and feconded by grace, has 
often ended in the converfion of others; and what was at 

firft imagined to be only a private matter, has eventual 
turned out a public ileding. ‘The wonderful change raed’ 
in the apeite Paul had this happy effet; ands the fince~ 
rity of fuch perfons, as the apoftle and fome others were, 
cannot reafonably be queftioned ; the furprizing alteration 
of their fentiments and condaét has been produced, as a 
ftrong argument of the truth and glory of the gofpel. And, 
perhaps this argument has been treated by nobody with 
faore force and perfpicnity (fo far as relates to the power 
4 of 
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of words), than by the late lord Lyiticton in his track, 
soared, © Obfervations upon the converfion of Sr, 
© Paul.’ 

The fubjeét of our prefent confideration is another ve 
remarkable inflance of the fame kind. Vergerio, as well 
as the apoftle we have juft mentioned, had too much know~ 
ledge to be deceived mere 2rtifice, had too great an 
intereft, as well as gave up too preat an intereft, on the 
oppofite fide, to be queftioned of their uprightnefs, and 
had nothing to hope for, by efpoufing the caufe of truth, 
but reproach, and perfecution, and poverty. 

‘There were two of this name of P. P. Vergerio, and both 
very learned men. By way of diftinction, our Vergerio is 
called junior, probably from being the younger of the two. 
‘The other was a layman, and a pupil of Chryfoloras, of 
Conflantinople, who revived the knowledge of the Greet 
tongue and other learning in Maly, after a barbarifm of 
above feven hundred years. It dees not appear in what 

rt of Italy our Vergerie was born or educated; but we 
Fra him celebrated for his knowlcdge in the canon law 
‘and fcholaftic divinity, and, in confequence of it, em-. 
ployed by the pope, as his nuncio, at the ever memorable 
diet of Angfburg in the year 1530. Vergerio had almoft 
untimited confidence placed in him, and was entrufted 
with avery ample commiffion. His chief inftructions were, 
that he thould ufe all endeavors to prevent the holding of 
a national council in Germany, and to induce king Ferdi- 
nand, the emperor’s brother, to oppofe any treaty of that 
kind. Vergerio wy feduloufty acquitted himfelf accord 
ing to the tenor of his commiffion, and left no itone un- 
turned to perplex and mortify the Lutherans, by fhewing 
every liberality to Zckins, Faber, Cochleus, and others, who 
were their adverfaries, in order to induce them to make 
the warmer oppofition. He alfo made Ackixs a canon of 
Ratifbon; 2 piece of preferment, which, as the pope’s le- 
gate, he could confer, being prefent; the chapter's right 
of eleGion, in that cafe, being fufpended. 

Vergerio had conduéted his truft with fo much addrefs, 
that when Rang, the bifhop of Réegia, (who had been fent 
by Clement VIL. in quality of Ambaffador to Germany, to 
conciliate the breaches in religion, and to negotiate the 
affair of a general council) was thought too old and infirm 
to carry on the artifices of the Raman fee; nobody was 
thought more capable, or more attached, to fuccced in that 
commiffion than Vergerie. His bufinefs was to profefs, in 
behalf of the pope, his holinefs's ardent defire to convene 
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ageneral council; while, fecretly, he was to throw the 
moft infurmountable obftacles in the way of effecting of 
that meafure, which might beinhis power. It was a work 
of darknefs; and he was enjoined to be as filent as death, 

Pope Clement dying, cardinal Farnefe was eleGted in his 
ftead, and affumed the name of Paul the third. This good 
man, as one of his firft as, created two of his grandchil~ 
dren (very much under age, and iffue of his bi is) car- 
dinals of his holy church. He recalled Vergerio from 
Germany, in order to be exactly informed of the ftate of 
religion (or moft likely of other things) in that country, 
and” © confulted (fays Sieidan) with the cardinals, by what 
* means they might beft prevent the calling of a national 
* council; till, by private and unfulpetted contrivances, 
© they fhould have embroiled the emperor and other princes 
§ inawar.’ The piety of this defign needs no comment, 
However, the new pope refolved at length to fend Vergeria 
back again into Germany to proffer a general council, but ta 
take care at the fame time, under the appearance of the 
greateft opennefs and fimplicity, to learn what form the 
proteftants would infitt upon in reference to the qualifi- 
cations, yotings, and difputations of the council; that 
there might be fuch terms and rules impofed on them, as 
he might be fure they would never confent to. By this 
means, the odium of not holding the council would appa~ 
rently fall upon them. He was alfo inftruéted, to exafs 

erate the princes of the empire againft the king of Eng 
Vind {Henry the eighth] whofe dominions the pope had in 
contemplation to Bettow upon thofe, who would conquer 
them; And he received a fecret article, to tamper with 
Luther and Melanéhon, in order to bring them over to the 
caufe of Rome, * One great reafon (fays Sisidan) why 
§ Vergeria was fent back upon this commiffion to Germany 
* was, becaufe king Ferdinand had recommended him to 
« the pope, asa perfon extremely well qualified to under~ 
* take that employment.’ 

Early in the fpring of the year 1535, Vergerio [et out ta 
execute this hypocritical commiffion, in which he was exs 
¢eedingly induftrious, and negotiated with almoft all the 
princes of Germany. At Prague he met with the good 
eleSor of Saxony, with whom he dealt with all imaginable 
fubtilty, and according to the coloring of his commiffion. 
He propofed, among other things, that the council defired 
thould be called at Afantua, pretending the convenience of 
its fituation with refpeét ta plenty and accefs, but mean- 
ing, reaily to get all the heads of the proteftant party into 
Hraly under his mafter’s power. But the defign was feen 
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through, and fell to the ground. Vergerio went alfo tq 
Wittenberg upon the obje& of his commiffion with Luther ; 
but Luther knew not the value of gold, and did not efti- 
mate high enough all the preferments of the world, to 
give the pope’s nuncio any profpeét of fuccefs. 

In the year 1556, Vergerio returned to the holy father, 
in order to give in a flate of affairs, and to explain his 
management in the commiffion. His report was, that the 
proteftants demanded a free council, ina convenient place, 
which place muft be within the territories of the empire, 
as-the emperor had promifed them. With refpe& to Lu- 
ther and his party, there was no hope of prevailing upon 
them by any other means, than abfolute force and entire 
fuppreffion, As to the motion about the king of England, 
the proteftants would on no account hear of it; and the 
reft of the princes received it but coldly. Indeed, George 
duke of Saxony [Luther’s bitter enemy] did fay, that the 
greateft danger was from the proteftants, which was only 
to be avoided by the pope and emperor declaring war 
againft them, as foon as le. 

Upon the force of this jait hint, the pope fent off Ver- 
geri to Naples, where the emperor then was, in order to 
Propofe a war upon the Lutherans, as the beftand quickeft 
method of fettling the controverfy. ‘The emperor came 
to Rome to debate this matter, and propofed earneftly the 
calling a general council. The pope infifted that it fhould 
be held in fome city or town of Jtaly; to which the em~ 
peror, not knowing the pope’s holy motives, confented, 
and accordingly a bull was drawn up by the nine cardi~ 
nals out of the cunfiftory, by the archbifhop of Brundif, 
by the bithop of Réhezic, and by our Vergerio juft made 
bifhop of Medrufch and oon after of Capo d’ Ifria, Maen- 
tua was the place fixed by the bull; and the twenty-third 
of May enfuing was the time, 

It was forefeen, that the proteftants, fram eyery reafon 
of fafety and propricty, which could be dear to them as 
men and as Chriftians, would never confent to put them- 
felves into the pope’s clutches. Accordingly, they told 
the cmperor, that they could not truft themfelves out of. 
their own country; and efpecially, as in the cafe of Dr, 
Hufi, it might not be eafy to procure fuch 2 fort of fafe- 
conduct, as would bring them backagain. ‘They laid open 
at large the fallacy and deceit of the pope’s conduct, and 
gave very broad hints to the emperor, that they could nei-~ 
ther truit him nor any of the papifts. Sieidan enters, at 
full length, all the debates upon this occafion; to whofe 
commentaries we muft refer the inquifitive Reader, ‘ 

Fergeria 
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Pergeria was called from his embafly in Germany by the 
pope in the year 1537, as aman, who well underftood and 
could well be trufted with his holinefs’s affairs, and thcre~ 
fore could give him the moft precife account and advice 
upon them. From this time to the year 1541, he feems 
to have remained in Jtaly. But, in this laft year, he was 
commiffioned to go to the diet at Worms, under an affumed 
character for the French king; as it was thought he might do 
his holinefs more fervice under a borrowed form, than he 
could do in a real appearance. Vergerie, with his ufual 
induftry and addrefs, made a {pcech here, upon the uni 
and peace of the church, which he printed and circulated. 
In this fpeech, he infifted chiefly upon arguments again{t 
holding 2 national council; for the pope, of all things, 
could not endure that ftep, and Vergerio knew very fully 
his fecret thoughts. By Vergerie’s means, in co-operation 
with other infruments, the conference at Worms was im- 
peded, and at length diffolved. Every thing, that artifice 
and evafion could do, was attcmpted, and unhappily fuc- 
ceeded, 

We have mentioned, that Vergerio was in great favor 
with king Ferdinand, of Hungary; to which may be added, 
that he was in fuch terms of eftcem with him, as to be 
godfather to one of his children, with the marquis of Bran- 
denburgh; and the archbithop of Landen: 

When Vergerio returned from Worms to Rome, the pope, 
in reward for his fervices, defigned to have made him 2 
cardinal, among fome other perfons, whom he intended to 
promote; but, upon fome iniinuations, that he was lean- 
ing towards Lutheranifin, through his Jong refidence in 
Germany, the pope changed his purpofe. Upon the infor~ 
mation of this circumftance (which feems to have had no 
other foundation than malice or envy) from cardinal Gi- 
nucio, to whem the pope had told it, Vergerio-was quite 
aftonifhed; ang, in order to put an end to all fufpicions 
of that fort, he retired into the country, and began to 
compofe a book, to which he prefixed this title; “* Adver- 
 fus apoflatas Germania; againk the apoftates of Ger- 
many. “This work naturally led him into ftrié inyefti- 
gations of the doétrines of the proteftants, which he had 
never duly examined before, in order to give them the moft 
exact and forcible confutation. Divine grace took this 
occafion, which he meant for oppofition, to bring about 
what he leaft expe€ted—his converfion. ‘The apottle Paul 
was called to the truth; when he meditated its ruin; and 
fo was Vergerio, and the great Francis Funius, whom we 
fhall meution hereafter. He found himfelf overcome and 
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vanquithed by a careful perufal of the writings, which he 
withed to explode; and he faw the rottennefs and impiety 
of that church, whofe interefts it had been the main bufi- 
nefs of his life to uphold. In the utmoft perturbation of 
mind, and relinquifhing his views of a cardinal’s hat; he 
went to confer witb his own brother, Fobn Baptift Vergeries 
bithop of Pola, in Iria, which territory is part of the 
Venetian ftate. His brother, in the lait degree of aftonifh- 
ment, begari to bewail the ftate and condition of Vergerio’s 
underftanding, and feemed rather at a lofs what to do with 
himfelf than how to give advice to another. At length, 
by Vergerio’s reopened, entreaties, ° they applied themfdlves 
together in fearching the fcripturcs, and particularly in 
examining by the fcriptures that important article—the 
juttification of a finner before God. The refult was, the 
pirit of God fet home his word on both their hearts; and 
they became brethren in grace, as well asin blood. ‘The 
faw, in this pure glafs of the word, the error of the churc! 
of Reme upon this doétrinc, as well as the abfurdity, fal- 
lacy, and impiety of many other tenets, which it main~ 
tains. Convinced of the truth in their own minds, the: 
few it was too precious alight tobe confined under a bujbel 
or intheirbofoms. They, therefore, preached to the peo~ 
ple of Ifria the true doétrine of the gofpel, according to 
the meafure of grace given them. This foon alarmed the 
inquifition, as well as raifed the indignation of the monks. 
The officers of the inquifition came quickly to Pola, and 
Cape @ Iftria, where the brothers had preached, and com~ 
mitted their ufual outrages upon the people; and one of 
them, Grifinie, went into the pulpit, and, amongft other 
terrors, excommunicated all, who would not inform again{t 
perfens fafpetied of Lutheranifm. What would he fay to 
utherans themfelves? He and his colleagues fearched 
after thofe, who had been guilty of reading the New Tef 
tament in the vulgar tongue, which it feems Vergerio and 
his brother had procured to be diftributed among the peo~ 
ple. This oceafioned much perplexity and diftrefs, The 
inquifitors preached alfo frequent fermons againft the per- 
fon and doétrine of Vergerio, who was obliged to fly, for 
fafety, from the approaching ftorm. If he had been in the 
ecclefiaftical fate, under immediate dominion of the 
pope, probably he had not fo efcaped. He firft retired to 
‘dontua, and fought the proteétion of cardinal Hercules 
Gonzaga, who had been his intimate friend. But he foon 
found, that no man of the world will protect from perfe- 
cution on account of the gofpel; for mnzeza, urged by 
letters from Reme, and by Febn Cafo the pope’a legate at 
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Venice, foun thought it expedient to let Vergeria know, that 
his company could be difpenfed with. In this fituation, 
he thought it was proper to goto Trent, where the general 
council was convened, in order toexplain his cafe to the 
fathers, among whom he had aright to fit. But the pope, 
though he withed to have had him priforter, yet finding it 
ne to remove all fufpicion (efpecially in Germany) 
concerning the freedom of the council; wrote to his 
Jegates, who prefided there, to get him profcribed from 
appearing among them. Being in confequence expelled, 
he went to Venice; where Cafe, the porie’s legate; advifed 
him to go by ali means -to Rome, and reconcile himfelf. 
Whether Cafe was fincere or not, Vergerio knew better 
than to truft himfelf in the lion’s den, and therefore went 
to Padua, where he remained for fome time. 

During Vergerio’s abode at Padua, there occurred in 
Citadella, near that city, a circumftance, which has been 
much talked of all over the Chriftian world, and which 
it may not be thought tedious or impertinent to relate.— 
In Citadella lived Francis Spira, a lawyer of great abilities 
and practice at the bar. ‘is man had embraced the res 
formed religion with remarkable zeal and earneftne‘s, and, 
as he made proficiency in it, freely expreffed his opinion 
of the feveral points of the controverted doctrine, both ta 
his friends and to every body. A conduét of this fort 
could not long be concealed in Jraly, but was at length 
noticed to Fobn Cafo*, archbifhop of Benevento, and the 
pope’s legate at Venice. When Spira was informed of 
this, he was very fenfible of his danger; and therefore, 
after revolving the matter in his thoughts, he followed 
eafy counfels, and went to the legate, who had fent for. 
him. Before the legatz, he recanted his errors (as he 
termed them), begged his abfolution, and promifed obe- 
dience for the future. Though the legate was glad of his 
voluntary confeffion ; yet, for the fake of example, he en- 
joined him, by way of penance, to return home, and make 
a public recantation of the proteftant doétrines. All this 
he promifed to do, againft the impreffions of his mind, 
and the clear conviction of his confcience, which re~ 
proached, and reproached him again, for his fhameful de- 
fertion and denial. Whren he came home, the folicitations 
of his friends, (who urged, that the welfare of himielf, 


© This being (for one would {carce honor him with the neme of 
man} wrote an execrable book in celebration of an unnarural vice, 
which he had the impudence to call a divine ework, and to profefs thar 
he followed it. This book was written in verle, to render his abomi- 
sable la(civioufnefs the more pleafing. 7 
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of his wife, children, eftate, and all, depended upon it} 
prevailed; and he made his formal recantation. _ Seon 
afterwards his foul was ftruck with horror at what he had 
done; and he fell into the moft dreadful defpair of God’s 
mercy. Growing worfe and worfe, and expreffing him- 
felf in Janguuge almoft too dreadful to repcat, concerning 
his crime, and his affured damnation from God ; he was 
removed by his fricnds from Citadella to Padua, that he 
might both have better advice of phyficians, and the con- 
ftant conference of learned men. His phiyficians foon 
confcfled his malady beyond their art, and prefcribed for 
him, as the beft and only remedy, good advice and fpiri- 
tual confolation, Accordingly, many of the clergy and 
others conitantly attended him, and Jabored to heal his 
mind by fuch postions of fcripture, as exhibit the riches 
and extent of the mercy of God to repenting finners. He 
allowed the truth of thofe paflages, and of all they could 
fay refpeéting the love of God in Chrif; but ftill infifted, 
that be was particularly excluded to be an inftance of the 
divine vengeance, and that the promifes did not belong to 
him, who muft juftly be damned to cverlafting torments, 
becaufe he had abjured the truths of God, knowing them 
to be fo, and againft the repeated admonitions of his con- 
fcience. He faid, in language as dreadful as ever was 
heard, that he felt the pains of damnation, even then, in 
his foul; that he wanted to be at the worft, which hell 
could infliét upon him, as the expectation of more tor- 
ments increafed thofe he already fuitained; and that, 
though he faw all glory and excellency in God, yet he 
was fo far from loving him on that account, that he moft 
horribly hated him the more. In this condition he con- 
tinued for fome time, refufing all fuftenance, and {pitting 
it out again, when forced upon him. Vergerio frequentl 
vifited him, and fet before him the freedom and fullnefs 
of the divine grace, urging the inftances of Peter and- 
others, who had fallen from God, but were received into 
mercy again; but all his exhortations were in vain. What- 
ever ‘could be faid, was thrown away upon poor Spira; 
and his malady increafed more and more. In fhort, he 
fanguithed, and funk, and died, in all the agonizing tor- 
tures of the moft mifcrable defpair*. 

Vergeria, as an eye-witnefs of God’s wrath for the denial 
of his truth, was deeply ftruck with this dreadful example, 
and in confequence was the more confirmed by it in his 

* The account of Spira is delivered by feveral creditable authors, 
who wore eye-wimelies of his melancholy end; viz. Matthew Gri- 
belie, a lawyer of Padua, by Sigifmund Gelon, Heary Scut, and Vergerio. 
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attachment to the proteftant do&rine. Till this period, 
he had evidently hefitated, and withed to kecp himfclf as 
fafe as he could, without entirely making Mhipwreck of 
confcience. But this awful inftance determined him. He, 
therefore, fully refolved to abawlen his native country 
and all he had, and to become, in a double { 






tent. 
and pilgrim upon earth, Every true Chriftian mut 
in his fpirit; but every one is not calicd to be fo both in 
body and mind, as Fergeria undoubtedly was. He under- 
went this voluntary ifhinent, that he might live where 
he dostrine of Christ, He quitted 
the fie countr ‘cams tor the blexk barren 
the Grifons : The Grifins became a f{piritual Bien, far 
more delightful than the /ifaz plains, through the fweet 
manifeltation of the gofpel. If Chri? and’ a dungeon 
have been preterred by many martyrs to a palace without 
him ; fucely Chrif and the Grifans muft be far more wel- 
eome than all the bufy icenes of life, where inward peace 
is 2 ftranger, and where outward felicity fics off in a 
dream. Vergerin counted the coft, and had made a wile 
eftimate of the honors, the riches, and the pleafures, of a 
iddy world, He was certainly able to do fo, in the 
rength of grace; for he had fcen and known them all in 
their highelf fplendor and magnificence: And, with Ss/- 
mon, he could write upon them ail ;—vanity and vexation of 
rit. 
f Vergeria preached the gofpel partly amongtt the Grifins, 
and partly in the Valteline, for feveral years. At lerigth, 
he was invited to Tubingen, in Stwuhia, by the duke of 
Wartemburg, where he pailed the remuinder of his days. 
Vergeria’s brother, John Baptift Vergeris, bithop of Poli, 
who was converted to the truth at the fame time (us we 
we have mentioned) diced before he left Jtaly; and it is 
fufpeéted, that he was poifoned by thole defp:rate and im- 
placable papiits, who hunted likewife for Verger 
‘While Pergeria was among the Grifans, the em 
pope had endeavored to draw the Swifs to the council of 
Trent: But the French king, having oppofite views, in- 
ftructed La Morliere, his ambaffador or envoy to the Can- 
tons, to diffuade them from it. La Morliere, finding it a 
work of difficulty, prevailed upon Vergerio, who was ex- 
pert in negotiation and bufinefs, to come to him from 
among the Grifins. Fergeris {upplied him with arguments, 
and, foon afterwards, publifhed a book againft repairing 
to the council, By thefe means, Switzeriand and the 
Grifens were preferved from that corrupt leaven, and from 
being enfnared by the policy of Reme. I 
a 





























“po VERGERIO, 


In this book Vergeris exhibited the pride, > luxu: 
ambition, bribery, and diffolate manners aE the court 3 
Renz, which he declared he well knew, and from his heart 
detefted : That the council of Zren? was not called by the 
pope, to eftablith the doGtrine of Chri/?, but thofe human 
inventions which they had brought in contrary to the 
word of God; not to purge Gnd’s fold, but to diffemi- 
nate their inveterate errors; not to reftore Chriftian liberty, 
but to introduce a miferable bondage and opprefion on 
the fouls of men: That this appeared, from there being 
none but bifhops and abbots, who had taken an oath pre- 
fcribed by the -Reman ceremonial, allowed to fit there: 
‘That the inferior clergy and fecular princes had only a 
right to come, without the leaft power of deliberating or 
voting; fo that every conclufion muft be = partes as all, 
who Glaered from , were without influence: And 
that, in fhort, no good thing would be done, nor any cor+ 
ruption complained of remedicd, though to remedy cor= 
ruptions was the exprefs end for which the council was 
pretended to be called, 

The event proved the truth of Vergerio’s affertion; as 
we may more fully Jearn from the celebrated hiftory of 
that council, written by the excellent F. Paulo of Venice. 

‘This good man Vergerie finifhed his labors and his life 
Be Tubingen on the fourth of Ofober, in the year 1566. 

lis funeral fermon was preached by Dr. Fames Andreas, 
on Tim, i. 12,13. J thenk Chrift Jefus our Lord, whe hath 
anabled me, for that be counted me faithful, putting me inte 
the minifiry, whe was befere a blafpbemer, and a perfecutor, 
and injuricus: But I obtained mercy, pee aid it igne- 
rantly in unbelief, Upon this text he and might 
“draw, no very diftant parallel between thofe two perfe~ 
cuting converts, the apoftle Pand and bithop Vergeriv 

Pezelius fays, that “of a wolf God made Vergerie one of 
© his fold, and g pattor of his fock;’ and Trithemius fpeaks 
of him, that ‘ he was a man, diligent in fearching the 
© holy fcriptures, and yery learned in human fcience, 
* celebrated as a philofopher and a rhetorician, and per-. 
© feétly killed in the Greek and Lotin tongues.’ Thuanus 
mentions him likewife in handfome terms, and per- 
haps as handfome as he : But Vergerio has a much. 
better commendation than ali thefe,—the applaufe of his 
Mafter—Well dene, géed and faithful fervant; enter tho 
inte the joy of thy Lord. 


End of the Fiust Voiume, 


